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A new mobile app for the 

Sheriff’s Department that will 
help fight crime will be accessible 
to the public within 60 to 90 days 
following approval by the Board 
of Supervisors on Monday.  

Branded as the Sheriff’s App, 
the technology offers citizens 
access to the sex offender registry, 
information on wanted criminals, 
resources for crime victims, a 
platform for submitting crime 
tips, and more.  

The approval for the app's first 
and second years comes after 
months of discussions, with the 
first year funded by leftover 
monies exceeding $11,000 from 
the Ally Telecom Grant, along 
with several donations to the 
Sheriff’s Department.  

The payment plan for the sec-
ond year for $5,295 is still under 
discussion, with the board and 
Sheriff seeking the Attorney Gen-
eral’s opinion in the coming 
months. 

Sheriff Eric Clark suggested 
spending funds generated from 
the inmate commissary during the 
first year, which has already been 
adopted by several other law 
enforcement agencies. If this 
method conflicts with state laws, 
alternative funding could be allo-
cated within the Sheriff’s budget 
for the following year, Clark said. 

The app will allow the Sher-
iff’s Department to send push 
notifications about road closures, 
accidents, and weather alerts. 

Supervisors 
approve app 
for Sheriff

COUNTY

5-year-old boy dies in Mars Hill fire
SWEET, LOVING, OUTGOING

Voters will head to the polls 
Tuesday for the presidential pri-
maries.  

In the Republican primary, 
voters will choose between for-
mer President Donald J. Trump, 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, for-
mer South Carolina Gov. Nikki R. 
Haley, and businessman Vivek 
Ramaswamy for the nomination. 
DeSantis and Ramaswamy have 
since exited the race.  

For the U.S. Senate, incum-
bent Roger Wicker faces Ghan-
non Burton and Dan Eubanks for 
the nomination.  

In the Democrat primary, Pres-
ident Joe Biden is the only candi-
date. Ty Pinkins is running unop-
posed for the party’s nomination 
for U.S. Senate. 

Presidential 
primaries set 
for Tuesday

By DUNCAN DENT AND 
JACE HENDERSON 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A five-year-old boy who 

died in a house fire last week in 
the Mars Hill community was 
remembered by his sisters as 
sweet, loving, and outgoing. 

Sheriff Eric Clark identified 
the victim as Delvechio “D.J.” 
Coburn Jr. 

Dakota White recalled a 
recent trip to the Children’s 
Museum in Meridian with her 
brother. 

“He was very happy and 
excited. He was just a kid and 

was happy to be out,” White 
said. “It was a really good 
time.” 

Coburn’s parents are Delve-
chio Coburn Sr. and Kristal 
Hatcher. He had four sisters, 
Diamond Bumbry, Gabrielle 
Segears, Madison White, and 
Dakota White. 

The boy liked trucks, cars, 
airplanes, dinosaurs, and colors.  

Dakota White said she had a 
strong bond with her brother 
because she practically helped 
to raise him. 

D.J. was described as “out-
going and full of energy” super 
funny, a jokester, and a 

prankster. 
He was in kindergarten at 

Neshoba Central and was so 
excited to be taking the bus to 
school by himself, his family 
said. 

A GoFundMe page “Delve-
chio Coburn Jr” has been set up 
to help the family with funeral 

costs and necessities. 
“They lost everything, all 

they have left is the clothes on 
their backs,” Segears said. “We 
are asking for prayers and any 
donations to help cover funeral 
expenses and to help our surviv-

See fire, page 3A

ELECTION

See app, page 2A
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By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Neshoba Central Lady Rockets 

won their second state championship in 
three years after destroying Terry High 
School 53-39 on Saturday to put a 
crown on a nearly perfect season.  

Neshoba Central High School Coach 
Jason Broom said his eight seniors 
matured into leaders this season to push 
the Lady Rockets to another 6A crown. 

“They showed a lot of maturity and 
growth and we got it done as a team,” 
Broom said. 

The Lady Rockets finished the sea-
son 32-1, with their only loss to 
Starkville 72-63, back in November. 
Since then, they were perfect.  

Despite trailing 7-3 after the first 
quarter in the championship game, the 
Lady Rockets kicked it in gear and 
went into halftime with a 17-15 lead. 
From there, Terry didn’t stand a chance. 
Neshoba led by 10 going into the fourth 
quarter and despite trying to run out the 
game clock still outscored the Bulldogs.  

Senior guard Zharia Leflore scored 
15 points in the contest and earned the 
title of MVP for her performance. 
Sophomore Kyli Tuss had 18 points. 
Senior Jakaylin York had 8 points, fol-
lowed by junior Lanayah Henry with 6 
points, senior Kailyn Willis with 5 
points, and senior Erica Lyons with 2 
points.  

They faced little competition in the 
postseason this year, annihilating oppo-
nents beginning with Center Hill in the 
first round. The Lady Rockets won that 
contest 75-49. Next up was Olive 
Branch, who they beat 69-43.  

On Thursday, the Lady Rockets 
clinched their ticket to the finals by 
beating Hancock 48-30. Leflore led the 
squad with 12 points in the contest and 
senior Atyia Allen had 10 points.  

The community rallied to support 
their local players and had a “Good 
Luck Send-Off” Saturday, as fans lined 
the streets to cheer the team on.  

Broom said most of his seniors 

already had a ring from the Lady Rock-
ets’ 2022 run at the title. He said he was 
proud of how the seniors took owner-
ship of this team. 

“I challenged them early on to finish 
this year as champions,” he said. “We 
knew going into the season we had the 
potential to be one of the best teams in 
the state. It's been an exciting season.” 

The Lady Rockets went 24-6 last 

season and were eliminated in the sec-
ond round of the playoffs.  

Broom said his girls came into this 
season ready to work, stay healthy, and 
be competitive in practice. 

“We already had an established iden-
tity,” Broom said. “We knew we had to 
come out and play fast and keep the 
pressure on all over the floor.” 

The Neshoba Central Lady Rockets pose for a photo after winning the 6A State Championship on Saturday.

Lady Rockets win 6A 
State Championship

Neshoba Central fans cheer on the Lady Rockets in the state championship.
Photo by Bradley Isaac



Users can also register com-
plaints or compliments regard-
ing their interactions with 
deputies. 

The app will also feature 
access to the county jail’s 
inmate roster, allowing users to 
schedule visitations and con-
tribute commissary funds for 
inmates, and would establish a 
voluntary registry for home and 
business owners with security 
cameras in Neshoba County 

providing the Sheriff’s Office 
with contacts who may possess 
footage relevant to crimes, sus-
picious vehicles, or suspects. 

In other action, supervisors 
voted to: 

• Approve removing an HP 
Printer from the Sheriff’s 
Department item list; 

• Approve the February 
Daily Meal Log, Detailed 
Billing report, and inmate 
meals invoice from Neshoba 
General for $45, 946; 

• Approve hiring Carson 
Dewberry with Road Depart-
ment at $13 an hour, and 
approve hiring Robert Graham 
as CDL driver at $15 an hour 
effective March 22; 

• Approve a reverse auction 
bid for a Road Department 
mini-excavator and approved 
lease-purchase financial pro-
posals for a CAT 310 mini-
excavator; 

• Approve a bid for the sale 
of a CAT 307.5 mini-excavator 
to Puckett Machinery for 
$60,000; 

• Approve a permit applica-
tion from Freeny Water Associ-
ation to allow for a road bore 
along Road 404; 

• Approve permit applica-
tions from MaxxSouth Broad-

band to allow for a road bore 
along the right- of-way and 
crossing of Road 505 and Road 
561; 

• Approve a construction 
change directive totaling 
$2,093 for the Storage Building 
project with additional electri-
cal wire for a body cooler; 

• Approve appointing Paul 
Tingle, Kenny Bates, Wyatt 
Waddell, Becky Hall, and 
Denise Tingle as new board 
members for the Fairview Vol-
unteer Fire Protection District. 
They will serve in staggered 
terms of one to five years; 

• Approve reissuing a void-
ed check from Suzy Q to 
Johnie Osbourne for $150 for a 
constable decal; 

• Approved advertising for 
Miss Hospitality Alice Keats 
with a full-page ad in the state 
program totaling $350. 

• Approve a request to part-
ner with Kevin Baysinger to 
have April designated as 
Neshoba County Clean Up 
Month. This will be the 2nd 
annual Great Neshoba Cleanup 
event and will occur every Sat-
urday in April from 8 a.m. to 12 
noon. 
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Young leads prayer at Senate
Pastor James A. Young, Senior Pastor of Calvary Apostolic Faith Church in Louisville and 
mayor of Philadelphia, delivered an opening prayer to the Mississippi Senate on Thursday, 
February 29, 2024, at the invitation of Senator Rod Hickman, who led the Pledge of Alle-
giance before Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann guided lawmakers through the day’s agenda. 
Senator Jenifer B. Branning, who also represents the area, is standing with them.

Adam Barrett & Annabelle Fry.......................... March 30, 2024

Kellie Watson & Jarrett Allen .................................. May 4, 2024

Chandler Posey & Paul White.................................. May 4, 2024

Aly Goul & Dalton Ellingburg .................................. May 11, 2024

Emma Kate Winstead & Jared Brister ..................May 18, 2024

Cailtin Gray & James Todd ...................................... June 8, 2024

Katelyn Rainey & Tyler Slay .................................... July 13, 2024

Erin Donald & Wilkins Thames .......................... October 5, 2024

App 
Continued from page 1A
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Olyn and Bettye Jo Cow-

ard are celebrating their 75th 
wedding anniversary on 
March 17 at Bond Baptist 
Church, a milestone rarely 
achieved in today’s era. 

“It is unbelievable,” Bet-
tye Jo said.  

Olyn, born in the Delta, 
said the majority of their 
lives unfolded in Winston 
and Neshoba counties. He 
recently turned 97 years old 
on Sunday, and his wife, Bet-
tye Jo, is 95. 

Their journey through life 
began in 1942 when Bettye 
Jo started attending school in 
Noxapater. Shortly after-
ward, Olyn volunteered for 
the Navy after high school in 
1944 and served on the USS 
Pennsylvania during WWII 
in Okinawa, Japan, until he 
was discharged in 1946.  

Olyn said a Japanese tor-
pedo struck 26 feet under-
neath him in August 1945, 
resulting in 20 casualties 
which was an unforgettable 
and a lingering experience 
for him. 

“I still haven’t shook it,” 
he said.  

Bettye Jo started her 
career by creating oil paint-
ings of portraits at George 
Day Studio in Philadelphia 
and later worked at Spartus 
Corporation in Louisville. 
The couple exchanged vows 
on March 15, 1949, in Jack-
son. 

“We didn’t have any 
money, but nobody had to 
take care of us,” Bettye Jo 
said. “We made it.” 

After a year of farming 
post-marriage, they moved 
to Meridian until 1962, 
where Olyn secured a job as 
a salesman at Hardin’s Bak-
ery earning $16 a week. He 
later worked for Borden 
Milk in Meridian, U.S. 
Motors in Philadelphia, and 
Georgia Pacific in 
Louisville. During this time, 
they also raised three chil-
dren, Dianne, Dell, and Nell, 

and returned to farming 
before retiring in 1988 and 
1990. 

“Our children are our 
proudest accomplishments,” 
Olyn said. “We ain’t got no 
bad ones.” 

From 1994 to 2015, they 
enjoyed retirement life at a 
fishing camp on the Tombig-
bee River. They renovated 
the camp into a home where 
it still stands today and have 
since lived in a house built 
by Dianne’s husband, Jim, 
near Sandtown.  

Olyn said the key to a 
long and healthy marriage 
lies in “learning how to say 
‘yes ma’am’ and getting out 
the kitchen.” He handles out-
side work, while Bettye Jo, 
renowned for her cooking 
skills, manages the kitchen. 

Bettye Jo continues to 

handle the housework and 
cooking, favoring old soul 
food like turnip greens, peas, 
and butterbeans. The couple 
maintains a garden, regularly 
filling the freezer with fresh 
produce. 

“We had a good menu of 
eating coming up,” Olyn 
said. “We didn’t get it out the 
grocery store. We ate pos-
sum, coons, squirrels, and 
beaver.” 

“That was before I came 
along,” Bettye Joe laughed. 

Olyn has a passion for 
fishing and hunting and had 
numerous turkey, deer, squir-
rel, rabbit, and bird con-
quests across Mississippi 
and Alabama.  

The couple values attend-
ing church and said they 
grew up learning that elders 
are the backbone of any 

community. They also enjoy 
it when their whole family 
gets together to celebrate 
Easter, Christmas, and 
Thanksgiving. 

Olyn and Bettye Jo have 
six grandchildren, 17 great-
grandchildren, and four 
great-great-grandchildren, 
marking five generations. 

“We have enjoyed them 
grandchildren over the years 
and now we got some great-
great-grands. We have five 
generations now,” Bettye Jo 
said.  

“There’s not many people 
that can go to church, look 
down the pew and see five 
generations down the row,” 
Olyn added.  

Despite challenges like 
Olyn's eyesight and Betty 
Jo's hearing, they remain 
active, tending to house-

work, riding their golf cart, 
nurturing their garden, 
watching Mississippi State 
basketball, and cherishing 
time with kids and grandchil-
dren. 

“You’ve got to absorb the 
good from the person in front 
of you,” Olyn said. “We’ve 
had our arguments over the 
years, but they have never 
been serious.” 

“We've had a good life, 
and we are close. The only 
time we were apart is when I 
would go into the woods and 
stay a week or 10 days at a 
time.” 

Olyn and Bettye Jo’s fam-
ily includes children: Dianne 
(Jim) Cumberland, Dell 
(Debra) Coward, and Nell 
(Albert, deceased) White-
head. Grandchildren: Kayse 
Cumberland, Kelly (Rocky) 

Higginbotham, Alecia 
Whitehead Holder 
(deceased), Johnathon (Anna 
Leigh) Whitehead, Dawn 
(Heath) Dyer, and Brandy 
Stevenson. Great grandchil-
dren: John Clifton Pope, 
Kalie Jennings, Levi Cum-
berland, Caitlin Dickerson, 
Marissa Dickerson, Jacob 
Dickerson, Joseph Dicker-
son, Alanna Whitehead, 
Annalyssa Whitehead, Josi-
ah Stevenson, Trace Dyer, 
Cannon Dyer, Nicholas 
Dyer, Michael Dyer, Emily 
Dyer, Meagan Higginboth-
am, and Jordan Higginboth-
am. Great-great-grandchil-
dren include Lucia Sharp, 
Walker Dyer, Remi Dyer, 
and Reagan Dyer. 

Bettye Jo and Olyn Coward will celebrate their 75th wedding anniversary on March 17. 

February fire at shopping center closes movie theater
By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A fire at a shopping center 

has left two businesses 

including Canal Place Cine-
ma 7 closed since early Feb-
ruary. 

Philadelphia Fire Chief 
Deric Horne said the source 

of a fire at the Medical Store 
at Canal Place on Highway 
15 reported in the early 
morning hours of Saturday, 
Feb. 10 remains under inves-

tigation. 
Firefighters arrived at The 

Medical Store at 3:52 a.m. 
and were on the scene until 
about 6:45 a.m., Horne said.  

Reports say the fire was 
contained to the Medical 
Store although the Canal 
Place 7 theater received “sig-
nificant smoke damage,” 

Horne said. 
As of Tuesday, both busi-

nesses remained closed. 
No injuries were reported, 

Horne said.
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Couple celebrating 75th wedding anniversary

ing family members recover and 
get back on their feet.” 

As of Tuesday, $5,689 of a 
$15,000 goal had been raised. 

Authorities are investigating 
the structure fire at the residence 
early Thursday morning, Clark 
said. 

According to Clark, emer-
gency personnel were able to 
recover Coburn’s remains after 
extinguishing the fire at the 
home on Road 737. 

Emergency personnel 
arrived on the scene at 5:04 a.m. 

Clark said they had the fire 
under control by about 7:30 a.m. 
and emergency personnel had 
cleared the scene by 9:37 a.m. 

Coburn’s mom had already 
left for work and Clark said his 
father and two siblings were 
able to escape the blaze. 

Clark said one of the sisters 
was transported by EMS to 
Neshoba General as a precau-
tionary measure due to possible 
smoke inhalation. 

An investigation has deter-
mined that the fire likely started 

in the laundry room and was 
electrical, officials said. 

The North Bend, Longingo, 
House, East Neshoba, and Tuck-
er volunteer fire departments 
responded as well as the 
Philadelphia Fire Department.

Fire 
Continued from page 1A

Deputies arrest trio at checkpoint with crystal meth
By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A trio was arrested after 

crystal methamphetamine 
was found during a traffic 
checkpoint last month on 

Highway 19 South at Tucker. 
The driver, Shania A. 

Willis, 27, 426 Black Jack 
Road, was arrested and 
charged with possession of a 
controlled substance, accord-
ing to Neshoba County Sher-

iff Eric Clark. 
The passengers, Matthew 

T. Bell, 35, 349 South 
Oswald Road, and Byron 
McMillian, 30, 114 Tucker 
Cut Off Road, both had war-
rants for their arrest, Clark 

said. 
The trio was arrested at 

about 11 p.m. on Feb. 18 at a 
traffic checkpoint near the 
intersection with Road 537. 

Willis was driving a black 
Toyota Corolla with no dri-

ver’s license or identification 
when deputies first encoun-
tered them. 

While talking to the driv-
er, deputies noticed passen-
gers were trying to conceal 
something in the vehicle. 

A subsequent search of the 
vehicle found scales and a 
bag of crystal methampheta-
mine. 

Clark said Willis claimed 
the drugs.

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 20
Carthage 10:45 - 11:30 at Leake County Co-Op

THURSDAY,  MARCH 21
Quitman 4:00 - 4:45 at Clarke County Co-Op

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
Meridian 8:45 - 9:30 at Lauderdale Co. Farm Supply

Philadelphia 12:00 - 12:45 at Neshoba Co. Co-Op
Louisville 1:30 - 2:15 at Co-Op of Louisville

To place an order call: 1-800-643-8439
Visit us online at: www.fishwagon.com
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Truth, justice and progress, without fear or favor

FLASHBACKS
March 3, 1944 

Francis Lundy, a Navy V-
12 Trainee at Millsaps College, 
was elected president of the 
Millsaps Student Body in a 
recent election held on the 
campus. This title is the high-
est honor that can be bestowed 
upon a student in this college. 

A. D. Doggett, chairman of 
Neshoba's successful Fourth 
War Loan drive, which closed 
recently, said last week that he 
was especially grateful for the 
splendid cooperation shown by 
the business and professional 
men and women, and citizens 
in general, in the City of 
Philadelphia. 

               
March 4, 1954 

Good Hope Baptist church 
will start full time services 
Sunday March 7th. Beginning 
with Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and preaching service at 
11 a.m. Rev. Reginald Stokes 
is the pastor and invites 
everyone to attend. 

Neshoba County will have 
the privilege of holding the 
first Dairy Festival Week in 
Mississippi. Businessmen, 
Dairymen and agricultural 
workers are cooperating in a 
very enthusiastic program of 
events beginning March 8th 
and ending on March 13th. 

 
     March 5, 1964     
The Neshoba County 

School Board has requested 
the Board of Supervisors to 
issue negotiable notes in the 
amount of $40,000 for the 

purpose of making repairs, 
alterations, and additions to 
the county school buildings 
and to purchase heating 
plants, fixtures, and equip-
ment, and to purchase land for 
recreational and athletic pur-
poses. 

Three popular coffee spots 
in Philadelphia will contribute 
proceeds from the sale of cof-
fee to the American Red 
Cross Drive next week, it was 
announced by Albert Latting, 
Red Cross Fund Chairman.  

 
March 7, 1974 

Lamar G. Salter, adminis-
trator of the Neshoba County 
General Hospital, has offered 
four alternate proposals for 
financing a 60-bed, $600,000 
expansion to the hospital.  

A change in the law now 
allows taxpayers to designate 
part of their tax liability to the 
political party of their choice 
in the next presidential elec-
tion, Richard J. Stakem Jr., 
Internal Revenue Service dis-
trict director for Mississippi 
said today. 

 
March 8, 1984 

The first Choctaw Tribe 
graduates from the new Voca-
tional Education Program 
were presented with certifi-
cates at a dinner banquet 
Thursday.  

The Philadelphia mayor 
and board of aldermen Tues-
day night appointed David 
Vowell to a five-year term on 
the Park Commission. 

 
March 2, 1994   

James T. Boone, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Grenada Sunburst System 
Corporation, Grenada, Miss. 
has announced that Grenada 
Sunburst and its Mississippi 
banking subsidiary, Sunburst 
Bank, have complete the pur-
chase of the banking opera-
tion of Eastover Bank for 
Savings. 

The Neshoba County 
Board of Supervisors gave its 
approval Monday afternoon 
for the county hospital to bor-
row up to $700,000 to meet 
current obligations. 

       
March 4, 2004 

An ongoing effort to 
restore a storm-damaged Civil 
War monument on the court-
house grounds was officially 
endorsed by the Board of 
Supervisors this week.  

A grand opening ceremony 
will be held Sunday, giving 
the public a peek at the new 
wing of the recently complet-
ed Neshoba County Nursing 
Home that added more beds 
and created jobs. 

              
March 5, 2014 

Nearly 500 people are 
expected to be hired follow-
ing the Mid-Mississippi Job 
Fair which drew almost 1,000 
job seekers to Neshoba Coun-
ty Coliseum on Thursday. The 
job fair, which was part of the 
Governor's Job Fair Network, 
was free to the public.

EDITORIALS

The Dem’s fatal miscalculation
Things are looking up for the GOP 

around the country. On Tuesday, a Cali-
fornia Republican will likely take the first 
step toward recapturing a U.S. Senate seat 
that hasn’t been in the party’s hands in 33 
years. 

Steve Garvey, the former Dodgers 
MVP, leads Democratic Reps. Adam 
Schiff and Katie Porter going into the 
state’s free-for-all primary, according to a 
Berkeley IGS Poll released Friday. Once 
the votes are tallied, the top-two finishers 
will face off in the November general 
election. 

Golden State Democrats crafted this 
peculiar mechanism to exclude Republi-
cans from the general election ballot, as a 
divided GOP usually fails to muster 
enough support to break into the top-two 
spots. This makes Mr. Garvey’s expected 
success all the more remarkable, as the 
baseball great has spent a mere $1 million 
compared to the $45 million in attack ads 
expended by Mr. Schiff and the $19 mil-
lion by Ms. Porter. 

Mr. Garvey will have to be on his A-
game to pull off a general-election upset, 
but for him to come this close shows even 
the denizens of Democratic strongholds 
are entertaining second thoughts about the 
country’s direction. 

Even Maryland is considering a 
change. Larry Hogan, a Republican, is in 
a statistical dead heat with Rep. David 
Trone, a Democrat, in the race for retiring 
Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin’s seat. As a 
popular former governor, Mr. Hogan has 
already proved his ability to prevail in a 
statewide contest. 

Savvy operators like Mr. Hogan and 
Mr. Garvey have picked up on the desire 
for a new direction. According to the 
RealClearPolitics polling average, two-
thirds of Americans are unhappy with the 
way things are going — and that has con-

sequences. 
Republicans edge Democrats in the 

generic congressional ballot, and major 
polls now show Donald Trump would 
beat Joe Biden in a head-to-head contest. 
Surveys by CBS News and the New York 
Times have the 45th president ahead of 
the 46th by four points. Fox News and the 
Wall Street Journal say the lead is 2 per-
cent. Bloomberg says Mr. Biden has fallen 
behind in all seven battleground states 
likely to decide the outcome. 

These results are no accident. Democ-
rats have sabotaged themselves with, for 
instance, soft-on-crime policies. Big-box 
stores like Walmart and Target have given 
up on serving customers in blue city 
neighborhoods where shoplifting sprees 
have become a daily occurrence. The 
CVS in Columbia Heights closed last 
week after looting left shelves bare. 

Left-wing strategists cynically calculat-
ed that unleashing felons and leaving the 
border wide open would bring in Black 
and Hispanic votes. A Gallup survey 
shows the opposite, as Democrats lost 11 
points of support among Blacks and 19 
points among Hispanics. 

Muslim-Americans and some leftists 
are also upset with Joe Biden’s Middle 
East strategy. They registered their discon-
tent in last week’s Michigan Democratic 
primary by casting 18% of the vote for 
anyone other than the Big Guy. 

A lot of time remains before voting 
season begins, which is why the GOP 
ought to be wary of overconfidence — 
especially after the promised “red wave” 
never materialized in the 2022 congres-
sional midterms. 

Mr. Garvey’s primary performance, 
however, ought to provide an early 
glimpse at just how strong the GOP’s case 
will be going into November. 

— The Washington Times 

BIBLE SELECTION
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”           

                 — Joshua 1:9 (eSV)

The day Joe Biden blew up the border
RICH LOWRY

Joe Biden was inaugurated 
on Jan. 20, 2021. Less than 
two weeks later, on Feb. 2, he 
issued the executive order that 
began the unraveling at the 
border in earnest.  

The border crisis isn’t 
something that happened to 
President Biden. It’s not a 
product of circumstances or 
understandable policy mis-
takes made under duress. No, 
he sought it and created it, on 
principle and as a matter of 
urgency.  

It wasn’t a second-year pri-
ority or even a second-quarter-
of-the-first-year priority. The 
new president set out in his 
initial days and weeks in 
office to destroy what Trump 
had built, most consequential-
ly in the Feb. 2 executive 
order.  

By then, mind you, there 
had already been significant 
action to loosen up on the bor-
der, including on his first day 
in office.  

The Feb. 2 order empha-
sized an effort to “enhance 
lawful pathways for migration 
to this country” and revoked a 
slew of Trump rules, executive 
orders, proclamations and 
memoranda. The sense of it 
was that there is nothing that 
we could or should do on our 
own to control illegal immi-
gration; rather, we had to fix 
deep-seated social, economic 
and political problems in Cen-
tral America instead. 

It called for working to get 
more refugees into the United 
States, using parole to let more 
migrants join family members 
here, enhancing access to visa 
programs and reviewing 
whether the U.S. was doing 
enough for migrants fleeing 
domestic or gang violence, 
among other things.  

And it put on the chopping 
block numerous Trump poli-

cies that had helped establish 
order at the border, from 
Trump’s expansion of expedit-
ed removal, to his termination 
of a parole program for Cen-
tral American minors, to his 
memorandum urging the rele-
vant departments to work 
toward ending “catch and 
release.” 

Most importantly, it target-
ed two of the pillars of 
Trump’s success at the border: 
the Migrant Protection Proto-
cols (MPP), or so-called 
Remain in Mexico, and the 
safe-third-country agreements 
with the Northern Triangle 
countries that allowed us to 
divert asylum-seekers to Cen-
tral American countries other 
than their own, where they 
could make asylum claims.  

After a few fits and starts 
thanks to legal challenges, 
Secretary Alejandro May-
orkas, indeed, ended Remain 
in Mexico. Although he’s now 
attempting to portray himself 
to sympathetic journalists  as 
an innocent bystander to 
Biden’s border policy, he 
killed the policy knowing 
exactly what he was doing.  

“After carefully consider-
ing the arguments, evidence 
and perspectives presented by 
those who support re-imple-
mentation of MPP, those who 
support terminating the pro-
gram and those who have 
argued for continuing MPP in 
a modified form, I have deter-
mined that MPP should be ter-
minated,” he said in a memo. 

He acknowledged, by the 
way, that the policy “likely 
contributed to reduced migra-
tory flows.”  

For his part, Antony 
Blinken moved expeditiously. 
On Feb. 6, he announced the 
end of the asylum agreements.  

And just like that, the care-
fully crafted suite of Trump 
polices that had given us con-
trol of the border were demol-
ished.  

It didn’t require esoteric 
knowledge of border policy to 
realize how this would play 
out. During the transition, 
Trump officials warned of a 
catastrophe if Biden followed 
through on his promises, and 
in April 2021, The Washington 
Post ran a piece headlined “At 
the border, a widely predicted 
crisis that caught Biden off 
guard.” 

Now, the Feb. 2 memo 
feels almost like an artifact 
from another era, as the open-
borders orthodoxy begins to 
show cracks. The White 
House sent Biden to visit the 
border, considering measures 
to try to curtail illegal immi-
gration and calling on sanctu-
ary cities to cooperate with 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, while New York 
City Mayor Eric Adams criti-
cizes aspects of his city’s sanc-
tuary regime.  

The executive order, 
though, is a stark reminder 
that the current chaos was the 
product of deliberate policy. 
It’s all there in black and 
white, a prelude to a disaster 
that has roiled the country and 
could well play an outsize role 
in Joe Biden losing the presi-
dency. 

 
Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.

Politicians excel at lying
CAL THOMAS

Politicians aren’t good at 
much, but they do excel at one 
thing – lying. They lie about 
the border. Both parties refuse 
to acknowledge the danger of 
a growing and unsustainable 
debt ( CNBC reports it’s 
increasing by $1 trillion about 
every 100 days). 

Consider. President Biden 
had his annual physical exam 
last week. When asked if a 
cognitive test was part of it, 
White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre stated flat-
ly, “ No, because the doctor 
doesn’t believe he needs one.” 

If a police officer sees a car 
swerving, the officer will usu-
ally pull the driver over. If the 
driver smells of alcohol, the 
officer proposes a sobriety 
test. If the driver refuses, the 
driver can still be found guilty 
based on the appearance of 
drunk driving. 

What evidence would be 
necessary to conclude without 
a test that President Biden has 
cognitive issues? Falling 
down? Shuffling? Slurred 
speech? Forgetting names? 
Needing notes for the simplest 
of engagements? The public 
sees all these and more. Polls 
show a majority say Biden is 
too old for a second term. It’s 
not the age, but the condition 
of the mind. 

Devon Archer, a former 
business associate of Hunter 
Biden’s, testified last year that 
Hunter would occasionally 
put his father on speakerphone 
during business meetings, but 
that they never discussed busi-
ness on the calls. Archer said 
the vice president was put on 
the phone only to help sell 
“the brand.” 

Hunter testified before the 
GOP-led House Oversight and 
Judiciary Committees last 
week, and, according to 
Chairman James Comer, cit-
ing the committee’s investiga-
tion, “Joe Biden, attended din-
ners, spoke on speakerphone, 

showed up to meetings, and 
had coffee with his son’s for-
eign business associates.” 

There was no explanation 
why Hunter, according to the 
New York Post, received a 
diamond reportedly worth 
$80, 000 and a new Porsche, 
or if any product or service 
was provided in exchange. 
Some critics are credibly 
claiming it was influence-buy-
ing. 

Hunter had previously said 
to business associates, “I’m 
sitting here with my Dad.” 
And there were possibly 
incriminating texts sent to 
business associates while he 
was “ high or drunk.” 

Tony Bobulinski, another 
former business associate of 
Hunter Biden’s, testified 
before the House Oversight 
and Judiciary Committees 
claiming what most people 
suspected, that the “big guy” 
who allegedly received 10 
percent on every deal, was Joe 
Biden, but that he wasn’t 
“involved.” 

“I’m not drunk, officer, it 
was my tire alignment that 
caused the car to weave.” 

This recalls another presi-
dent who was good at lying. 
Bill Clinton claimed he did 
not have sex with intern Mon-
ica Lewinsky. “There is noth-
ing going on between us,” he 
asserted, as reported by Slate 
at the time. Later and under 
oath, Clinton was asked 
before a grand jury if he was 

still (currently) having sex 
with Lewinsky. His famous 
reply:“It depends on what the 
meaning of the word ‘is’ is. If 
the — if he — if‘is’ means is 
and never has been, that is not 
— that is one thing. If it 
means there is none, that was 
a completely true statement. 
… Now, if someone had asked 
me on that day, are you having 
any kind of sexual relations 
with Ms. Lewinsky, that is, 
asked me a question in the 
present tense, I would have 
said no. And it would have 
been completely true.” 

Hairs then and now have 
never been split so finely. 

In 1998, several Clinton 
defenders left a Cabinet meet-
ing with the president and but-
tressed his claims of inno-
cence. The group was led by 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, who said: “ I believe 
that the allegations are com-
pletely untrue." Commerce 
Secretary William Daley said, 
“I'll second that.” Education 
Secretary Dick Riley added, 
"I've already said that.” 

The same lying, dissem-
bling and coverup is happen-
ing again from the more than 
50 intelligence officers claim-
ing material found on 
Hunter’s laptop was “Russian 
disinformation,” to Hunter’s 
reversal of previous lies, while 
he apparently continues to lie 
about other things and some 
Democrats claim there is 
nothing there. 

When it comes to Washing-
ton (the city, not George), if 
you never trust a politician 
you will never be disappoint-
ed. 

 
 
 

Reach Cal Thomas at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com. Look for 
his latest book “A Watchman 
in the Night: What I've Seen 
Over 50 Years Reporting on 
America” 

Bill Clinton’s famous 
reply was:“It depends on 
what the meaning of the 
word ‘is’ is. If the — if he 

— if ‘is’ means is and 
never has been, that is 

not — that is one thing.”

The border crisis isn’t 
something that happened 
to President Biden. No, 
he sought it and created 
it, on principle and as a 

matter of urgency.  



Brenda Faye 
Craig 

Graveside service for Ms. 
Brenda Faye Craig will be held 
on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 11 
A.M. from Friendship Gholson 
Baptist Church Cemetery, with 
Pastor James Baylor officiating. 
Beck Funeral Home, Inc is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Ms. Craig, 75, of Preston, 
passed away on Friday, March 1, 
2024 at her residence.   

She is survived by one daugh-
ter, Monica Craig of Preston, MS, 
three brothers, Jeffery Kennedy, 
Bruce Brooks and John Brown, 
four sisters, Ramona Brooks, 
Debbie Edwards, Cassandra Bat-
son and Frances Hemphill, and 
one grandchild. 

Family and friends will serve 
as pallbearers. 

 

Anterrio      
Madison 

Funeral service for Mr. Anter-
rio Kevonte Madison will be held 
on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 2 
P.M. from the chapel of Beck 
Funeral Home, with Rev. Henry 
Rush officiating. Burial will be at 
Anderson Jackson Sr. Memorial 
Cemetery in Preston. Beck 
Funeral Home, Inc. is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Mr. Madison, 21, of Dekalb, 
passed away on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2024, at John C. Stennis 
Memorial Hospital. 

He is survived by his parents, 
Debra Madison and Tony Har-
rington, five sisters, NaTasha 
Harrington, LaShanti and Lane-
tria Harrington, Shelliana and 
Nashyla Harrington 

Pallbearers are Jamarlo 
Smith, Tyler Latimer, Leroy 
Friloux, Kaden Seales, James 
Rush and Reginald Johnson. 

 
Delvechio 
Coburn, Jr. 

Memorial service for Master 
Delvechio Ronrico Coburn, Jr. 
will be held on Saturday, March 
9, 2023, at 2 P.M. from Jerusalem 
Temple Church, with Bishop 
Stan Jones officiating.  Beck 
Funeral Home, Inc. is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Master Coburn, 5, of Philadel-
phia, passed away on Thursday, 
February 29, 2024 at his resi-
dence. 

He is survived by his his par-
ents, Delvechio R. Coburn, Sr. 
and Kristal M. White both of 
Philadelphia, MS, one brother, 
Torrence Coburn of Noxapater, 
MS, six sisters, Jocelynn Coburn, 
Shakeia Coburn, Diamond Bum-
bry, Gabrielle Segeras, Madison 
White and Dakota White. 

 

Rebecca Talley 
Graveside service for Mrs. 

Rebecca “Sally” Griffin Talley 
was held on Saturday, March 2, 
2024, at 2 P.M. from Greater 
Rose Hill M.B. Church Cemetery 
in Union. Beck Funeral Home, 

Inc was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mrs. Talley, 64, of Philadel-
phia, passed away on Saturday, 
February 24, 2024 at MS Baptist 
Medical Center in Jackson. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, John Talley of Philadel-
phia, MS, three children, Timo-
thy Griffin, Tracey Talley and 
Johnna Talley all of Philadelphia, 
MS, 14 grandchildren, and 13 
great grandchildren. 

Pallbearers were Jaylon Tal-
ley, Demestric Talley, Treyjon 
Talley, Treshon Griffin, Charles 
Jordan, Michael Rush and Carlos 
Boyd.  

 
Barbara        

Cumberland 
Thrash  

Funeral services for Ms. Bar-
bara Cumberland Thrash were 
held at 3 PM Sunday, March 3, 
2024 at John E. Stephens Chapel 
with Rev. Dwight Faulkenberry, 
Rev. John E. Stephens officiating. 
Interment was in Ocobla Baptist 
Cemetery. 

Ms. Thrash, 84, passed away 
Thursday, February 29, 2024 at 
her home in Philadelphia, MS. 
She lived most of her life in the 
Bloomo Community where she 
was a cattle, poultry, and tree 
farmer. She was a member of 
Ocobla Baptist Church where she 
was a Sunday School Teacher 
and VBS Director for many 
years. Her hobbies were spend-
ing time with family and attend-
ing church. 

Preceded in death by husband, 
Jessie Leonard Thrash; parents, 
D. H. Cumberland, Luna Burton 
Cumberland; sister, Mazell Hall; 
brothers, Glynn Cumberland, 
Infant Ross Cumberland, Darth 
Cumberland. 

Survivors, daughters, Hedda 
Stewart (Stan), Lisa Alford 
(Mike); sons, Randy Thrash 
(Patty), Jimmy D. Thrash; broth-
er, Robert Cumberland (Maria); 
(8) grandchildren; (8) great-
grandchildren. 

 

Willene Nunn 
Hardy 

Funeral services for Mrs. Wil-
lene Nunn Hardy will be held 10 
AM Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 
John E. Stephens Chapel with 
interment in Liberty United 

Methodist Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held from 9 AM – 10 AM 
Saturday, March 9, 2024, at John 
E. Stephens Chapel. 

Willene Hardy (née Nunn) 
was born October 1, 1940 in 
Philadelphia, MS. She passed 
away peacefully in her Buffalo, 
NY home on Saturday, March 2, 
2024. She is the daughter of the 
late David and Pauline Nunn. 

She is the beloved wife for 
almost 64 years to Willie D. 
Hardy. Devoted mother of 
Donette, Deborah, Timothy, 
Kelvin, Judy, and the late Wanda. 
Loving grandmother of Julian, 
Nina, Ashley, Julie, Jameel, Tia, 
Jonviér, Stephanie, John III, 
Jevon and great-grandmother of 
Juliana, Nicholas, Julian Jr, and 
the late Jazlene. Cherished sister 
of Wilbert, Roger, Alice, and the 
late David and James. 

 

Cheryl Cotton 
McMillan 

Funeral services for Ms. 
Cheryl Cotton McMillan will be 
held at 2 PM Thursday, March 7, 
2024 at Bogue Chitto CERF 
Building with interment in Simon 
Isaac Cemetery. Visitation will 
begin at 10 AM Tuesday, March 
5, 2024 at the Bogue Chitto 
CERF Building. John E. 
Stephens Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Ms. McMillan, 46, passed 
away on Saturday, March 2, 2024 
at Regency Hospital in Meridian, 
MS. She was a member of Bogue 
Chitto Baptist Church. Her hob-
bies included beadwork, spend-
ing time with grandkids and 
going to the casino. 

She is preceded in death by 
her parents, Billy Gene Cotton 
Jr., Marilyn Jim Cotton; step-dad, 
Cillo Cotton, Sr.; sisters, Jacque-
line Wilson Clay, Shelia Mattera, 
Catina Cotton; brothers, Ken Fra-
zier, Sr., Rarron Frazier, Errol 
Bell. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Alexandria Martin; sons, Dallas 
John Steve, III, Tristen Jace 
Steve, Colin Dean Martin; sisters, 
Solvia Cotton, Antonia Steve; 
brothers, Luppie Cotton, Garri-
son Joe; 3 grandchildren. 

Pallbearers will be Jaylon 
Jackson, Tommy Willis, Hector 
Willis, Angel Willis, Evan Bell, 
Seth Allen, Franklin Hickman, 
Bobby McMillan, Shane Steve; 
honorary pallbearers will be Jedi-

ah Jackson and Kaivden Bell. 
 

Garry “Sebo” 
Sullivan 

Funeral services for Garry 
“Sebo” Sullivan were held Satur-
day, March 2, 2024 at 2:30 p.m. 
from Faith Tabernacle Church 
321 Williamson Ave. Philadel-
phia, MS. with Bro. Wesley 
Lovern and Bro. Chris Gully offi-
ciating. Burial followed in Coy 
Assembly Cemetery. McClain-
Hays Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Mr. Sullivan, 72, of DeKalb, 
MS passed away on February 27, 
2024. 

Garry attended Lynville 
School for his primary education 
and DeKalb High School for his 
high school years and he worked 
for Weyerhaeuser for 18 years 
before becoming the owner and 
operator of S & S Thinning. Mr. 
Sullivan was a member of Faith 
Tabernacle Church. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Judi Sullivan; daughters, Dana 
Brantley (Ron), and Amy Denni-
son; son, Drew Sullivan (Kelly); 
five grandchildren; sisters, San-
dra Wilson (Wayne); and two 
nieces. 

Mr. Sullivan was preceded in 
death by mother Eunice Dean 
Sullivan; father James David Sul-
livan; and sister Patsy Duer. 

 

Pamela Coats 
Cunningham 

Graveside services for Pamela 
Coats Cunningham were held 
Saturday, March 2, 2024 at 11:30 
a.m. from Golden Grove Ceme-
tery with President Justin Pfiefer 
officiating. McClain-Hays Funer-
al Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Cunningham, 62, of 
Union died Tuesday, February 
27, 2024. 

Pam was a native of Neshoba 
County and worked at Garan’s 
and later at TWL in Union, but 
she enjoyed being a homemaker 
the most and also spending time 
with her family especially her 
grandkids and Sunday School 
children. Mrs. Cunningham was 
a member of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Survivors include her hus-
band of 43 years, Donald Cun-
ningham; sons, Donald Austin 
and William “Billy Joe” Cun-
ningham; grandchildren, Embree 
Danyelle and Devin Alexander 
Cunningham; mother Judy 
Coats; sister, Jennifer Maxwell; 
brothers, Joey Coats (Patricia), 
James Coats (Vicki) and Jeffery 
Coats; and a host of nieces and 
nephews. 

 

Jenny Ford 
Nance 

Jenny Ford Nance, age 79, 
passed away peacefully on Tues-
day, February 20, 2024, in hos-
pice care at Anderson’s Hospital 
in Meridian. She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 46 years, 
Marwood “Woody” Nance, Sr., 
her parents, Chet and Justine 
Ford, her in-laws, Percy and Dol-
lie Nance; sister, Bette Perry 
Posey, brothers-in-law, Bernard 
Perry and Bobby Posey, and 
niece, Allison Perry.  She is sur-
vived by her children: Jason and 
Jennifer Nance Rogers, Woody 
and Melanie Nance, Bill Nance, 
and Scott and Cindi Nance; her 

grandchildren, Kerri (Curtis) 
Nance Utroska, Dusty (Nicole) 
Nance, Cole Nance, and Anna 
Scott Nance; and great grandchil-
dren, Landon, Grant and Caroline 
Utroska and Nolan and Emery 
Jane Nance; niece,  Meredith 
Perry (Nic) Massey and nephew 
Jason (Ashley) Perry; great- 
niece Alli Grace Perry and great-
nephew Brayden Massey, and a 
host of cousins and multitude of 
friends.   

Jenny was born on March 10, 
1944, in Neshoba County where 
she spent her childhood growing 
up at Ford Brothers Store. She 
attended elementary school at 
East Neshoba, and she graduated 
from Philadelphia High School in 
1962. She graduated from  East 
Central Community College in 
1964. She moved to Jackson a 
few years later and worked for 
Southern Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company in Policy 
Service for over 30 years. Upon 
retirement, she worked at College 
Cleaners part time, where she 
loved visiting with her cus-
tomers. Visitation was held on 
Thursday, February 22, 2024, at 
First United Methodist Church, 
Clinton, MS.
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Neshoba County Jail Docket 
from 2/26-3/4 

• Brandon Anderson, 36, of 
186 McDill Rd, Conehatta; 
indictment 

• Dawaskai Lsha Anderson, 
44, of 816 Chestnut St; hold cir-
cuit court 

• Talyn Beamon, 22, of 1066 
Frog Level Lane Apt I76; failure 
to appear, driving under the influ-
ence - 1st offense 

• Emmanuel Boyd, 21, of 720 
Hopacu Rd, Carthage; drive-by 
shooting X2, possession of a 
stolen firearm 

• Kirstin Brooke Burrage, 38, 
of 10231 739; contempt of court 

• Sarah Burrage, 34, of 
101710 Rd 365; hold for other 
agency 

• Carl Western Cleveland, 49, 
of 2859 Stratton Rd, Union; con-
tempt of court 

• Alexandra H Cotton, 30, of 

118 Tiak Chitto Cir; failure to 
appear, possession of parapher-
nalia 

• Jariel Cotton, 19, of 224 
Indian Read; hold circuit court 

• Mikkolette M Dan, 27, of 
115 Rolling Hills Cir; contempt of 
court 

• Sharyn Denson, 45, of 507 
West Tucker Cir; contempt of 
court 

• Christopher Lee Donald, 38, 
of 11571 Hwy 16 E; failure to 
appear, contempt of court 

• Dennis R Earl Jr, 47, of 1300 
39th Ave A, Meridian; driving 
under the influence-1st offense 

• Alexis Farmer, 23, of 482 
Conehatta Lake Rd; failure to 
appear 

• Jessica Ferguson, 40, of 
11850 Rd 485; contempt of 
court 

• Jordan Ellis Goss, 26, of 
10231 Rd 739; contempt of 

court 
• Nicholas Green, 20, of 304 

Cherry Ave; hold circuit court 
• Delvin Houston, 42, of 201 

Sonny Jones Rd; sale of con-
trolled substance 

• Steven Ingram, 48, of 723 
Rural Dempsey Rd; Louisville; 
failure to appear 

• Ukisha Lashay Jerninghan, 
43, of 10083 Rd 145; driving 
under the influence-3rd offense-
felony, reckless driving, no insur-
ance 

• Tyler R Latimer, 33, of 204 
Robinhood Cir; failure to appear, 
contempt of court 

• Carl William Majure, 37, of 
10211 Rd 125; public drunk 

• Arrius Martin, 34, of 13800 
Hwy 491 N; failure to appear, 
contempt of court 

• Terrell McCoy, 45, of 11121 
Rd 387; driving under the influ-
ence-1st offense 

• Moses McLaurin, 42, of 99 
Craft St, Morton; hold circuit 
court 

• Jullian McMillan, 37, of 
10091 Rd 765; driving under the 
influence-1st offense 

• Shandrea Tavonia Moore, 
27, of 10571 Rd 1361; contempt 
of court 

• Tellas Moore, 49, of 10321 
Rd 369; hold for other agency 

• Joey Morgan, 38, of 1130 
Calhoun Rd, Louisville; failure to 
appear X2, sale of controlled 
substance 

• Tayler Chase Morris, 22, of 
13580 Hwy 491 N; failure to 
appear 

• Edward Pullin, 46, of 11620 
Rd 127, Union; hold circuit court 

• Joshua Lewis Quintana, 33, 
of 15600 Hwy 15 N; hold circuit 
court 

• Marlin Randle, 43, of 904 
Church Ave, Meridian; failure to 

appear 
• Thomas Reed, 40, of 1127 

E Oak St, Forest; driving under 
the influence-3rd offense-felony 

• Enoch Scott, 48, of 5782 
New Hope Rd, DeKalb; hold for 
other agency 

• Rhonda Smith, 40, of 10261 
Rd 369; no charges listed 

• Adam Carl Stokes, 48, of 
11581 Rd 452; possession of 
controlled substance 

• Branden Sweeney, 29, of 
127 Blue Tick Dr, Mendenhall; 
hold circuit court 

• Dyrana Thomas, 58, of 
1558 Mills Rd, Conehatta; sus-
pended driver's license, no 
insurance, seat belt violation 

• Thea Marie Thomas, 30, of 
977 Mills Rd, Conehatta; failure 
to appear, driving under the influ-
ence-1st offense 

• Valerie Thompson, 47, of 
206 Homer Ave; contempt of 

court, possession of controlled 
substance, indictment 

• Jeremy Triplett, 28, of 127 
Piney Woods Dr, Louisville; pos-
session of marijuana-vehicle, 
possession of paraphernalia, no 
driver's license, careless driving, 
no insurance 

• Chadwich Tsosie, 44, of 840 
W Tucker Cir; contempt of court 

• Matthew Tubby, 42, of 150 
Pine Ridge Rd; possession of 
paraphernalia 

• Curis Williamson, 40, of 
3064 Hugh Mitchell Rd; con-
tempt of court, failure to appear 

• Jerithan Willis, 41, of 145 
York Rd; driving under the influ-
ence other substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia, posses-
sion of controlled substance X2

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

ALZHEIMER’S A 
WARENESS PROGRAM 

   Neshoba County Extension 
will be hosting an Alzheimer's 
Awareness Program on March 
14th at 10 a.m. in the Multipur-
pose room located in the Nesho-
ba County Coliseum. This pro-
gram will be beneficial to care-
givers, older adults, or caretak-
ers of their elderly family mem-
bers. This program will be free 
to attend. Mr. Jimmy Hender-
son, an Alzheimer's Foundation 

member, will be presenting on 
the " 10 Warning Signs of 
Alzheimer's". Please call the 
Neshoba County Extension 
Office at 601-656-4011 if you 
have any questions. Please 
RSVP by March 7th!   
 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

 On Sunday, March 24th, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses will host the 
annual commemoration of 
Jesus’ death. This date is consid-
ered the most important day of 

the year for Jehovah’s Witness-
es, and is observed annually on 
Nisan 14 of the Jewish calendar 
in adherence to Jesus’ statement 
found in Luke 22:19, “Keep 
doing this in remembrance of 
me,” according to a church 
release. 
 

KEMPER FORESTRY 
   Kemper Co. Forestry Assn.'s  
2024 Spring Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, March 14, 
2024 in the MSU Extension 

Office / Ruby Rankin Farmer's 
Market  Building  located at  
587  Old Scooba Rd. DeKalb, 
MS. Representatives from the 
MDWFP will present a program 
: Planting Wildlife Food Plots 
Representatives from the NRCS 
will present a program :  NRCS 
Programs Update for 2024. If 
you plan to attend, Please give 
us a call at 601-743-2837 by 
4:00 p.m. on  Monday, March 
11, 2024 to reserve your seat. 
 

SPRING REVIVAL 
   Center Hill Baptist Church at 
11291 Highway 486 in 
Philadelphia will hold our 
Spring Revival beginning Sun-
day, March 15th through 
Wednesday March 18th .  Pastor 
Rusty Walton will the guest 
speaker. Services will be Sun-
day at 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM 
and Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM.  
A meal will be served in the fel-
lowship hall after the Wednes-

day night service.  
 

SPRING REVIVAL 
   Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist 
Church invites you to join us for 
our Spring Revival, April 1 - 
April 3, 2024 7:00PM Nightly. 
Guest Speaker is Pastor Cor-
nelius McDonald. 3216 Mt. 
Nebo Road, Lisman, AL 36912. 
205-398-3090
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LEGAL NOTICE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULA-
TION OF
MEDICAL CANNABIS BUSINESS AC-
TIVITIES

-

-

-

-

-

-

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

TAURUS X

-

-

-

-

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MICHAEL KENT PINKARD, DE-
CEASED               NO. 2016-160 JK

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

/s/ Jeff Arnold

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
-

-

-

-

-
-

TOR 

ATTORNEY FOR ADMINISTRA TOR

OF SALE

Public 
Notices

COUNTY OF Neshoba

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

-
ER

-

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
-

ADMINISTRA TOR

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 
any right, title or interest as heirs 
of Clara Annette Fulton Johnson, 
deceased.

-

-

-
-

MSBN

INDIANS

Public 
Notices

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADMINISTRA TION OF THE ESTATE 
OF

GABRIEL SCOTT THOMAS
ADMINISTRA TOR

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 
any right, title or interest as heirs of 
Larin Thomas, deceased.

-

-

TRIBAL COURT CLERK

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 
INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
KEVIN DAVID BRISCOE, DECEAS
ED                                               C. A. 
NO. 2023-1087206

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE
-

-
ceased

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 
INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ALVIN WILLIAMS, DECEASED                                                           
C. A. NO. 2024-0000034

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE
-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

-

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADMINIS-
TRA TION
OF THE ESTATE OF CHARLENE 

DECEASED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

-
-

-

ADMINISTRA TRIX

ATTORNEY FOR ADMINISTRA TRIX

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

-

-

Public 
Notices

LING OR KITTIE F BRYD
-

INDIANS

THE ESTATE OF FREEMAN BEN BY
AND THROUGH THE EXECUTOR                                                  

AS THE
-

DEFENDANT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 
any right, title or interest as heirs of 
Jared Jay Jim, deceased.

-

-

TRIBAL COURT CLERK

-

-

INDIANS

THE ESTATE OF FREEMAN BEN BY
AND THROUGH THE EXECUTOR                                                  

AS THE
-

DEFENDANT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 
whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 
any right, title or interest as heirs 
of Thelma Barnes, deceased, Dai-
sy Ann Jim, deceased, Barry Da-
vis Jim, Sr., deceased, Waggoner 
Jim, deceased, Odean Bell Nickey, 
deceased, Anna Dixon Farmer, de-
ceased, Emmette Dixon, deceased, 
Harold Jefferson, deceased and 
Harry Dixon, deceased.

Public 
Notices

-

-

TRIBAL COURT CLERK

-

-

 

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST
WILL AND TESTAMENT OF

CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-cv-23-KK
STARLA DAWN TOLBERT, EXECU-
TRIX

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

/s/ Starla Dawn Tolbert

Public 
Notices



By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
U.S. Air Force Chief Mas-

ter Sergeant (Ret.) Ricky 
Alex was recently appointed 
to the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Advi-
sory Committee on Tribal 
and Indian Affairs for a two-
year term. Tribal Chief Cyrus 
Ben nominated Mr. Alex to 
be the representative for the 
Indian Health Service (IHS) 
Nashville Service Area. The 
Committee is composed of 

15 voting members - 
one member from 
each of the 12 IHS 
Service Areas, one 
from the Native 
Hawaiian Veteran 
Community, one 
from an Urban Indian 
Organization, and an 
at-large member.   

“I am pleased that 
our nominee Ricky 
Alex was appointed to the 
VA Advisory Committee on 
Tribal and Indian Affairs,” 
said Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben. 

“Mr. Alex is a man of 
great integrity and 
commitment and has 
served his country 
admirably as a proud 
member of the U.S. 
Air Force. I am con-
fident that he will be 
an outstanding advo-

cate for the issues and 
needs facing our Native 
Veterans throughout the 

IHS Nashville Service Area.”  
The Advisory Committee 

on Tribal and Indian Affairs 
was established in accor-

dance with section 7002 of 
Public Law 116-315 
(H.R.7105 – Johnny Isakson 
and David P. Roe, M.D. Vet-
erans Health Care and Bene-
fits Improvement Act of 
2020). In accordance with 
Public Law 116-315, the 
Committee provides advice 

and guidance to the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs on all 
matters relating to Indian 
tribes, tribal organizations, 
Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions and Native American 
Veterans. The Committee 
serves in an advisory capaci-
ty and advises the Secretary 

on ways the Department can 
improve the programs and 
services of the Department to 
better serve Native American 
Veterans. Committee mem-
bers make recommendations 
to the Secretary regarding 
such activities.
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Pastor David Storment

fOr reNT 
The Good Inn Motel, 
Noxapater, MS. 662-

803-4245. Weekly 
Rentals with kitchen, full 
size appliances, cable 
TV, and WIFI. Weekly 

rates $275-- 
 

pLaNT SaLe 
Heirloom plant starts, 

grown locally, organical-
ly, and with love. Deliv-

ery Available. Cool 
Tomatoes & Hot Pep-
pers plus pollinators 

and MUCH more! 
Cherokee Purple, 

Berkeley Tie-Dye Pink, 
Mortgage Lifter, Hillbilly 

Flame, Sugar Rush 

Peach. March 29th - 
30th  Pre-order online 

www.birdsheirloomplants.com 
 

SerViCeS 
Trim, cut, and removal 

of trees. Stump grinding 
available. Will clean 
church steeples and 

change high light bulbs. 
Insured. Free estimates. 

Call 601-527-1361 or 
601-635-2726. 

 
fOr SaLe 

For sale: 14x70 Mobile 
home. 2BR 1BA. Needs 
work. $3000 OBO. Must 

be moved. 601-630-
5730

CLASSIFIEDS

WHERE WE CAN DO BETTER!

ABOUT:

A government must serve its people:

For United States Senate
Vote for ONE

COLONEL GHANNON 
BURTON,

USMC (RET)

VOTE

FOR US SENATE

TUESDAY, MARCH 12TH, 2024

STOP INFLATION
SECURE THE BORDER

RESTORE OUR MILITARY
STOP WEAPONIZED GOVERNMENT

BURTON4USSENATE.COM | PAID FOR BY BURTON4USSENATE

* Flight Instructor, F/A-18 Pilot, TOPGUN Pilot, and Test Pilot
* Two-Time Commander with five combat deployments
* Bronze Star Recipient
* Completed career at the Pentagon and retired from the United States

Marine Corps in 2021 after a distinguished career

 

Ghannon Burton
Dan Eubanks

Roger F. Wicker

Write-in 

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Philadelphia Neshoba 

County Career and Technical 
Center law and public safety 
second-year students visited 
the state Capitol on Feb. 16. 

The students learned 
about government and its 
functions at the local, state, 
and federal levels. Addition-
ally, students learned about 
the different branches of the 
military and the various 
career fields possible in the 
military.   

Mostly, students spent 
their time focusing on the 
differing service opportuni-
ties that exist at the local, 
state, and federal levels.  

Students learned about 
fire and medical services, 
they learned about first aid 
and response to emergencies, 
and they learned a great deal 
about local, state, and federal 
law enforcement.  

Students in the course 
were taught how government 
works and on Friday, they 
were given a front-row seat 
to see how state government 
functions.  

Students met with State 
Rep. Scott Bounds of 
Philadelphia and Supreme 
Court Justice Kenny Griffis, 
toured the Capitol and the 
Governor’s Mansion, and 
met with Attorney General 
Lynn Fitch.   

Students got to meet, 
speak, and ask questions of 
some of the most influential 
members of state govern-
ment.  

The class would like to 
thank all of those who took 
the time to meet with them, 
some of whom are likely to 
be our next state and local 
leaders. 

Pictured are, from left, Former LPS student Ty Martin, LPS Instructor Brade 
Edmondson, Former LPS instructor Delana Waddell, Cianna Phillips, Lucy 
Ray, Brianna Martin, Noah Beamon, Jaliyah Lewis, Trinity Towner, Erick 

Spivey, Eriane Dan, Victoria Clements, PNCCTC Director Lacie Flake, and 
State Representative Scott Bounds.

Local career-tech students visit State Capitol

Alex appointed to Veterans Advisory Committee

Ricky 
Alex

Refuge Roundup 
Volunteers and participants enjoying The Refuge of MS special needs ministry's second 
annual Refuge Roundup event at the Coliseum on Friday. Participants were able to experi-
ence the joy of riding a horse, a petting zoo, the children’s museum, arts and crafts, roping, 
and more. 
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Soldiers of Christ arise!

The Devotional Page is made possible by these businesses which encourage everyone to 
attend worship services on Sunday. If your church is not listed, please call 601-656-4000. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

In Isaiah chapter 1, the Lord laments 
that his people do not know him and 
seek him: “The ox knows its owner, and 
the donkey its master’s crib, but Israel 
does not know, my people do not under-
stand.”  The vision of the exalted Christ 
in Revelation 1:14-16 is meant to remind 
Christians to have a view of this present 
world from above where Christ is and 
not forget their Master. 

The book of Revelation is given in 
the context of tribulation on earth. In 
verse 9, John calls himself a “brother 
and partner in the tribulation.” Christians 
must struggle to be faithful in tribulation 
and temptation. J. C. Ryle said: “Where 
there is grace there is conflict. The 
believer is a soldier of Christ. There is 
no holiness without warfare. Saved souls 
will always be found to have fought a 
fight.” 

The reality of the glory of Christ 
strengthens and encourages Christians in 
this fight. The attributes of Christ do not 
change no matter what the Christian 
endures in this world. In the vision, John 
sees one like a son of man, and the 
“hairs of his head were white like white 
wool, like snow” (verse 14). 

In Daniel 7, there is a similar descrip-
tion of “the Ancient of Days.” John is 
seeing a vision of Christ’s divine nature. 
The whiteness of his hair means that he 
is the Holy One. He frowns upon the 
sinful nature of man and smiles upon the 
restoration the grace of God brings. 

Next, John says that “his eyes were 
like a flame of fire.” Christ has holy, 
penetrating vision. This points to his 
omniscience, that he knows and sees all 
things. Christ judges according to what 
he sees, and what he sees is how things 
really are. If he wasn’t omniscient, how 
could he judge the world? This is bad 
news for those who ignore or mock him, 
but good news for his followers. He 
knows the struggles and sins we are 
going through. 

Also, “his feet were like burnished 
bronze, refined in a furnace.” In Daniel 
2, the mighty kingdoms of men are 
inevitably replaced. Even Rome, with 
iron feet to crush other nations, has clay 
mixed with the iron, pointing to an 
inevitable crumbling. Not so with 
Christ’s kingdom. The image of his feet 
reflects power, stability, and longevity. 
His kingdom is forever.  

His voice is “like the roar of many 
waters.” If you have ever been close to a 
large waterfall, you know the sound of 
many waters. It conveys great power. 
The voice of the Lord is loud in creation 
in the sense that it conveys that God is 
great and worthy to be feared. His voice 
is louder in redemption. Hearken unto 
my voice, come unto me is the com-
mand of Christ. It is a gracious com-
mand because in him is eternal life. To 
reject him, though, is the way to con-
demnation. 

We tend to turn the volume down on 
the word of God. It is in our nature to 
resist God. Here the one who speaks is 
described in such a way that we under-
stand how deliberate it must be for a 
soul to refuse Christ. On the other hand, 
if you follow what he says, if you sub-
mit to his voice, you will be wise and 
blessed no matter how difficult the path 
may be.  

“In his right hand he held 7 stars.” 
The right hand means the power of God. 
The 7 stars we learn in verse 20 are 
symbolic of angelic aid to the church. 
Christ is Lord of all. He has all the heav-
enly host of angels at his command. 
When you are discouraged or weary in 
your journey with Christ, remember that 
he holds in his hand the 7 stars. No one 
can snatch you out of his hand. 

“From his mouth came a sharp, two-
edged sword.” In Isaiah 11 and Revela-
tion 19, this means judgment on the 
nations of men. In Hebrews 4 it is a 
warning to Christians who might be 
wavering in their faith. He is able to 
“discern the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart.” We cannot forget our 
accountability to Christ. To leave him is 
to forsake all hope. 

“His face was shining like the sun in 
full strength.” If Christ’s face is against 
you, there is no place to hide. If such a 
face has favor toward you, who can 
stand against you? Christians may know 
great sorrow and pain in this world, but 
it is momentary. The glory of Christ is 
shining above. 

 
 

The Rev. Chris Shelton is pastor of 
Union’s First Presbyterian Church.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF 
HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 
SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MISSION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 
GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
BIBLE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 
SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 16 

E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 
BETHSAIDA BAPTIST 
10690 Road 517, 656-5048 
BOND BAPTIST 
14081 Hwy. 21 N, 656-7379 
BURNSIDE BAPTIST 
10200 Road 571, 656-8897 
CEDARHILL BAPTIST 
10490 Road 836, 656-2394 
CENTER HILL BAPTIST 
11291 Hwy. 486 
COLDWATER BAPTIST 
16920 Hwy. 21 S, 656-6870 
CROSSROADS BAPTIST 
Deemer Road, 416-4683 
DIXON BAPTIST 
1392 Hwy. 21 S, 656-4165 
EAST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
635 E. Main St., 656-4797 
FIRST BAPTIST 
414 Pecan Ave., 656-1507 
GOODHOPE BAPTIST 
12031 Hwy. 485, 656-4549 
GOODWAY BAPTIST 
255 Atkins St., 656-2777 
GRACE BAPTIST 
111 Grace Ave., 656-1988 
GREENFIELD MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST 
1090 Rd. 553, 389-2278 
HERBERT BAPTIST 
1336 Hwy. 491 S, 656-1701 
HIGH HILL BAPTIST 
10021 Road 206, 656-6587 
HOPE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, 656-1247 
LAUREL HILL BAPTIST 
10440 Hwy. 427, 656-8116 
LINWOOD BAPTIST 
11961 Road 325 
LONGINO BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8794 
MORNING STAR BAPTIST 
334 Front Ave., 656-7271 
MT. ARY BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8719 
MT. ENON MISSIONARY, BAPTIST 
10461 Rd. 410, Union, 656-2745 
MT. NEBO MB 
257 Carver Ave., 656-1446 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
Stephenstown comm., Rd. 347 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
House, Rd. 298, 774-7405 
MT. TALLEY MISSIONARY, BAP-
TIST 
1040 Road 1355, 656-1337 
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST 
11901 Hwy. 488, 656-2301 
NEW BLACKJACK BAPTIST 
13421 BIA 0022 

NEW HARMONY BAPTIST 
Waldo Rd., 656-2425 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
10091 Road 606, 656-7808 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
1007 Road 606, 656-9417 
NEW PROSPECT BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, off Laurel Hill Rd. 
NORTH CALVARY BAPTIST 
922 Pecan Ave., 656-1808 
OCOBLA BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 656-3443 
OLD PEARL VALLEY BAPTIST 
10411 Road 830, 656-4818 
OAK GROVE BAPTIST 
River Road, 728-1664 
PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY BAP-
TIST 
1408 BIA 0022, 656-9523 
PLEASANT VALLEY MB 
1285 Rd., 210, 656-9693 
PROVIDENCE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 21 S, 656-5065 
SALEM BAPTIST 
11170 Rd 571, 656-1163 
SandHILL BAPTIST 
10091 Rd. 1353, 635-3362 
SARDIS BAPTIST 
1048 Road 773, 656-9570 
SPRING CREEK BAPTIST 
12901 Road 614, 656-3511 
ST. PAUL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
Road 404, 389-6605 
TRINITY BAPTIST 
595 Center Ave., 656-6968 
VARDAMAN BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 677-2445 
WEST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
256 Gum St., 656-9474 
WHITE OAK BAPTIST 
10611 Rd. 802, 526-1690 
METHODIST 
BLOOMFIELD CONGREGATIONAL 
METHODIST 
11381 Rd. 529, 656-0160 
COOK’S CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
10451 Hwy. 491 N, 656-4500 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
563 Main St., 656-1376 
HOPEWELL UNITED METHODIST, 
10251 Road 553 
Philadelphia,  39350 
MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST 
1119 Rd. 747, 389-2010 
SANDTOWN UNITED METHODIST 
11961 Hwy. 482, 656-7466 
SOUTHSIDE UNITED METHODIST 
910 Range Ave., 656-9202 
STEVENS CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
233 Gum St., 656-2308 

McClain-Hays
Funeral Service, Inc.

Serving this area since 1937.

601-656-1212
1002 E. Main St. • Philadelphia • www.mcclainhays.com

10430 Road 383
Philadelphia, MS 39350

601.656.7001

TIGERCAT

MORBARK

MCCLENDON
TRAILERS

LOCATED ACROSS FROM WALMART
601-575-5500

601-656-2621
919 HOLLAND AVE.

HOSPITAL DICOUNT
DRUGS

PHILADELPHIA-SECURITY INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

802 Kosciusko Road • 601-656-4401

150 Hospital Rd.
Philadelphia, MS
601-656-4343
princeoil.com

Proudly serving Attala, Forrest, Harrison, Lafayette, Leake,
Jackson, Kemper, Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin,

Scott and Winston Counties.

www.thecitizensbankphila.com

GIA
GARDNER’S
INSURANCE AGENCY

P.O. BOX 188 • UNION, MS • 601-774-8202

406 S . LEWIS  AVE. •  PHILADELPHIA

CHRIS JONES, OWNER
20 WATERVIEW LANE • PHILADELPHIA

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
601-656-9461

P E R S O N A L  C A R E  F O R  YO U R  LOV E D  O N E
K at e l i n  At w o o d  •  M a r k  &  D e b ra  At w o o d

PHILADELPHIA:  101 PILOT ST.  • �601-656-7394
KOSCIUSKO: 328 GOODMAN ST.  •  662-289-2547

John E. Stephens
Chapel

FUNERAL SERVICES

812 PECAN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA
601-656-1515

We enjoy serving
you in Philadelphia,

Forest, Newton,
and Meridian.

Locally owned & operated.

720 HWY. 19 NORTH • MERIDIAN
601-483-8411

DAVID WAYNE
SMALL ENGINE

REPAIR

Stihl • ExMark • TORO
Husqvarna

For service after the sale.

14520 Road 505 • Philadelphia
601.656.9929

1012 Holland Ave. • 601-656-4244 • 800-748-8962
griffismotors.net

SM

®

America’s
         Drive•In

1/2 Price
soft drinks
everyday

from 2-4pm

601-656-5250

COMMERCIAL
BANK

A Bank for All the People.
Briarwood  •  Collinville  •  DeKalb

Meridian  •  Philadelphia

commercialbankms.com

C O L L I N S V I L L E
Joe Williams, Owner

9095 COLLINSVILLE RD • 601-626-8880 • 601-527-4010

Season-2-Season, Inc.

There’s Always Something Unique & Different at Jerome Tank.
Jerome & Linda Tank • Owners • 601.656.7104

P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M I S S I S S I P P I

1040 WEST BEACON ST. •�601.656.4802
www.tolbertchevy.com

Serving Philadelphia Since 1965.

“Four Locations to Better Serve You Since 1978.”

www.neshobageneral.com

DRUG STORE

430 BEACON STREET • PHILADELPHIA

601.656.2472

Thursday Senior Citizen's Day 20% off menu
All You Can Eat Seafood Buffet Friday 

4:30PM-9:00PM and Saturday 2:00-9:00PM
Sunday Soul Food Buffet 11:00AM-4:00PM

Tiffany Restaurant, LLC.

1040 Holland Avenue • Philadelphia, MS 39350 • 601-568-5058

REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
Philadelphia

Residential • Commercial
Lots & Acreage

Property Management

325 BYRD AVE
PHILADELPHIA

601-389-0003
GoHillPhilly.com

16901 ROAD 339  |   PHILADELPHIA,  MS
ABOUT 7 MINUTES FROM THE FAIR GROUNDS

THE ONLY INTERNATIONAL 
MASTER CERTIFIED GROOMING 

FACILITY & THE ONLY CERTIFIED 
BOARDING & DAYCARE FACILITY 

IN OUR AREA.

BOOK NOW
601-416-9125

“Commit your work to the 
Lord, 

and your plans will be  
established.” 

— proverbs 16:3 (eSV)

7-Minutes from Jail.
601-416-5502

Here to help you.

Ms. Sabrina’s Bonding Co. 

601.663.1200
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elinda Gilmer 

honed her South-
ern cooking skills 
under the guid-
ance of her moth-

er, Marvis Smith.  
“I have a large family, and 

my mom always cooked for 
everyone when we would all 
get together,” she said. “I was 
usually the one in the kitchen 
helping her, and after she 
passed in 2013, I took over 
most of the cooking at our fam-
ily gatherings.” 

At the family's farm in Kem-
per County, Gilmer hosts an 
annual crawfish boil, which has 
become a tradition close to her 
heart.  

“I have always loved craw-
fish, and a few years ago I final-
ly mastered my crawfish recipe. 
My second batch is always bet-
ter,” she exclaimed. 

Beyond the kitchen, Gilmer 
is co-owner of Myxers Wine 
and Spirits in town. She has 
been married 15 years to Kerry 
Gilmer, a retired U.S. Army 
veteran, and is a proud mother 
of three, Alex Smith Harrison, 
Walker Smith, and Lauren 
Gilmer. 

While her go-to dish is 
corned beef and cabbage, 
which is adored by her husband 
and eldest daughter, Gilmer 
also caters to her younger chil-
dren's preferences.  

"My younger two children 
love my spaghetti and meat-
balls, and when the whole fam-
ily gets together, their favorite 
is my homemade stew," she 
said.  

For Gilmer, the joy of cook-
ing extends beyond the act 
itself. Seeing others enjoy her 
food is what makes her time in 
the kitchen so rewarding.  

“One of my fondest memo-
ries is cooking breakfast with 
my mom and watching her 
make her homemade biscuits,” 
Gilmer said. “It’s something 
that I can't seem to master no 
matter how hard I try.” 

Fortunately for her daughter 
Alex, she mastered her mother's 
tomato gravy, a cherished 
recipe that has now passed 
down through generations.  

A few years ago, Gilmer’s 
sister, Wendy Moore, and her 
sister’s best friend, Wendy 
Wilkins, bought a Fair cabin 
next door to hers. They have 
since joined the back porches 
together, making a seamless 
transition from kitchen to 
kitchen. 

“With so many friends and 
family there, we all take turns 
cooking, and we usually do the 
menu a few weeks before the 
Fair begins,” she said.  

Sunday meals with fresh 
vegetables, cornbread, and a 
quality meat mark Gilmer’s 
favorite Fair night, along with 
Thursday steak nights.  

“A friend of the family 
cooks two whole ribeyes every 
year. It’s delicious,” she said.  

Gilmer said her kitchen sta-
ples that she absolutely can’t 
cook without include butter, 
garlic, salt, a cast-iron skillet, 
and a sharp knife.  

"The more butter, the better, 
and you also can't forget the 
bacon grease,” she said. “I have 
always considered myself a 
Southern cook, and I do not 

measure ingredients. If you 
cook with love, it will show in 
your food.” 

 
CORNED BEED  

& CABBAGE 
2 corned beef brisket 
4 cans of beer  
4oz liquid crab boil 
Add everything above in a 

baking pan, along with the 
seasoning packets that is in 
with the corned beef. Bake at 
325 for 4 hours. 

 
For the potatoes & cab-

bage: 
1 cabbage 
Bacon grease 
Put cabbage on to boil, 

add bacon grease and salt to 
taste. When it is finished 
cooking, drain, and sit to the 
side. 

 
For the potatoes: 
5lb bag russet potatoes 
2 sticks butter 
Mayonnaise 
3/4 cup heavy cream 
 
In separate boiler, Dice 

5lbs russet potatoes, add salt 
and boil until tender. (Do not 

overcook) When potatoes are 
ready, drain, then add pep-
per, 2 sticks of butter, heaping 
tbls. of mayo, 3/4 cup of heavy 
cream. Mix for 30 seconds. 
(its ok if it is a little lumpy). 
Now add cabbage in with the 
mashed potatoes and mix 
well. Trust me! it’s delicious. 

 
For the mustard sauce: 

(You will use this to drizzle 
this over your plate of food) 

Use a small nonstick boiler 
and wire whisk 

3 tbs. butter 
3 tbs. of self-rising flour 
Cook for one minute then 

add 
1 cup of juice from the 

corned beef pan 
1 cup of heavy cream 
2 tsp ground mustard 
1tbs of horseradish  
 
Cook for 3 to 5 minutes. If 

the sauce is to thick, add more 
heavy cream. 

 
SAUSAGE JALAPENO 

CHEESE BREAD 
(credit to Alex Smith Har-

rison) 
 
2 cans butter biscuits 
1 can crescent rolls 
2 jalapenos (diced) 
1 8oz pack shredded 

cheese 
1 stick of butter 
1/2 cup chopped green 

onions 
2tbs minced garlic  
 
Brown sausage, drain, add 

in garlic and jalapenos. Fold 
in rolls and biscuits together. 
After sausage mix is cool, add 
in onions and cheese. Melt 
butter in a bowl. Make indi-
vidual balls, dip each ball in 

the butter, stack in deep bak-
ing dish. Pour remaining but-
ter over the top. Cover and 
bake until ready. 30 to 45 
minutes 

 
CREAM CHEESE 

PEACH COBBLER 
1 large can of sliced peach-

es, drained 
1 stick of butter 
3/4 cup sugar 
1 8oz cream cheese 
1 cup flour (self-rising) 
Milk 
 
Pour peaches in greased 

8x8 deep glass dish, cut each 
slice in to 3 pieces, melt butter 
in bowl, add 3/4 c sugar, stir, 
then pour over peaches. Take 
softened cream cheese and 
spoon over the top, then stir 

again.  
In a separate bowl, add a 

cup of flour, 3/4 cup of sugar 
and enough milk to make the 
consistency a little thinner 
than pancake batter would 
be. Then pour over top. (Its 
ok if the batter goes to the 
bottom of the dish, It will rise 
while cooking). Now bake at 
350 for 40 to 55 minutes 
uncovered until the top is nice 
and brown. 

 
n Know someone who 

should be featured as Cook of 
the Week? Nominate them by 
emailing the Democrat at 
jace@neshobademocrat.com.

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Mississippi State University-

Meridian held the Class of 2025 
White Coat Ceremony for the 
Physician Assistant Studies Pro-
gram students on Feb. 29 at the 
Riley Center in Meridian.  

Among those students 
receiving a white coat was 
Matthew Kitrell of  Philadelphia 
who will do clinical rotations 
during his last year. He currently 
resides in Meridian. Congratula-
tions! 

~ 
The Neshoba Central Middle 

School math teachers have been 
recognized by the Program of 
Research and Evaluation for 
Public Schools (PREPS) for out-
standing growth for the 2023 
school year. Congratulations! 

~ 
The Mississippi University 

for Women held its annual 
Scholars Luncheon on the cam-
pus honoring seniors who were 
awarded scholarships to the uni-
versity for the upcoming year. 
One of those Class of 2024 sen-
iors was Kaylee Blair who 
attends Neshoba Central High 
School. She was accompanied 
by her very proud mother, Kris-
ten Blair. Her equally proud 
father, Scott Blair, was unable to 
attend. Congratulations! 

~ 
Welcome home, Baby Ellis 

Skinner! Ellis came home to 
sleep in his own little crib in his 
own nursery inside his own 
home on Feb. 27. His journey 
home was the answer to many, 
many prayers. His thankful par-
ents are Dr. Thad and Sara Bre-
land Skinner. So very happy for 
this little family! 

~ 
Leake Academy sophomore 

Liza Kate Long was selected to 
attend the Mississippi Gover-
nor’s School this coming sum-
mer at the Mississippi Universi-
ty for Women. Congratulations! 

~ 
Congratulations to Annie 

Kate White riding her horse, Hot 
N Deluxe, in the Arbuckle 
Mountain 4-Year-Old Interme-
diate Amateur Champions! She 
was also ranked in the Top Ten 
4-year-old Amateur Intermedi-
ate Finals! Annie Kate has com-
peted and won in many other 
shows. She is an accomplished 
rider with a lot of talent. Her par-
ents are William and Leigh Ann 
Hatcher White. 

~ 
Meredith Adams modeled a 

lovely dress in the Mississippi 
State University fashion show 
last week. She looked beautiful 
and did a great job modeling for 
the audience which included her 
mother, Monica Adams. Mered-
ith is a member of the MSU 
Fashion Board. Her parents are 
Russell and Monica Adams. 

~ 
Congratulations to Samuel 

Prince on making the MAIS 
Futures team and playing in the 
MAIS Futures Game. He is a 
sophomore at Leake Academy 
and plays on the varsity basket-
ball team. His grandparents, 
Jimmy and Phyllis Prince, 
attended the game along with his 
parents, Phillip and Valeria 
Prince. 

~ 
Pat Mioton was joined by 

nieces Kay Gordon Stephens, 
Debbie Byars Beddingfield; 
great nephew, Blake Gordon; 
Scott Beddingfield, Angie Gor-
don, Madison Graham; and 
friend Kirk Morgan Monday 
evening as they attended the 
East Central Community Col-
lege women’s basketball game 
against Copiah-Lincoln. Pat’s 
great niece, Dr. Britta Stephens, 
is the head coach for Co-Lin. 
Although Co-Lin lost, Pat 
enjoyed watching her great 
niece coach, and her Alma 
Mater win. 

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

Melinda Gilmer

SOCIETY

Gilmer loves cooking Southern food
M

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Clancy signs with ECCC
Neshoba Central’s La’Davis Clancy signed a football scholarship with East Central Commu-
nity College to further his education and football career. Clancy will be a 2024 graduate of 
Neshoba Central where he was a member of the varsity football team. La’Davis is the son 
of Amanda Robinson. Pictured are, seated from left, La’Davis Clancy and his mom Amanda 
Robinson (Back) Coach David Huffman, Coach Curtis Blackburn, Coach Daryl Carter, 
Coach Shannon Ruffin, Coach Patrick Schoolar, Coach Brian Anderson, Coach Jacob 
Johnson, Coach Brady Anderson, and Coach Adam Shumaker.

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
After losing two of three 

games to start the season, the 
Union Lady Yellowjackets won 
three straight games last week. 

Union, now 4-2 on the season, 
will return to action this week as 
they travel to Newton County on 
Monday. Union will then open 
division play on Tuesday as they 
play a doubleheader at J.Z. 

George. Union will finish the 
week at Enterprise.  

 
Union 17, Kemper County 0 
The Lady Yellowjackets didn’t 

allow a hit as they took a three-
inning, run-rule win over the Lady 
Wildcats on Tuesday.  

Union outhit Kemper 13-8 in 
the contest and took advantage of 
eight errors, three walks and two 
hit batters. Lauryn Roebuck was 
3-for-4 with a triple, home run and 

two runs scored. Lacee Bishop 
was 2-for-2 with three runs scored 
and three RBIs while Carson 
Capps was 2-for-3 with two runs 
scored and two RBIs. Elle Killen 
was 2-for-2 with a double and two 
RBIs. Aspen Lovern had a three-
run home run while Tiara Camp-
bell was 2-for-2 with a home run, 
two runs scored and two RBIs. 
Alanee Wheeler doubled, walked 
twice and scored twice while 
Maggie Davis also doubled. Des-

tiny Moulds also scored two runs 
for Union. 

Wheeler started in the circle 
and pitched 1 1/3 innings and 
struck out three to pick up the win. 
Aubrie Coleman pitched 2/3 of an 
inning and walked one and struck 
out one.  

Union 3, Harrison Central 2 
The Lady Yellowjackets got 

the timely hits and took a one-run 
win over Harrison on Saturday.  

Destiny Moulds was 2-for-4 

and scored a run while Alanee 
Wheeler doubled and drove in a 
run. Abagail Cleveland and Lau-
ryn Roebuck each singled and 
drove in a run while Carson Capps 
and Tiara Campbell each scored a 
run.  

Wheeler pitched all eight 
innings for Union to pick up the 
win. Wheeler gave up two 
unearned runs on six hits and two 
walks while striking out a season-
high 15 batters.  

 
Union 15, Taylorsville 0 

Lauryn Roebuck was 2-for-2 
with a double, two runs scored and 
two RBIs while Tiara Campbell 
was 2-for-2 with a triple and two 
runs scored.  

Abigail Cleveland started in 
the circle and scattered three hits 
while striking out three to pick up 
the win. 

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Leake Academy sophomore 

Samuel Prince continues to 
impress on the basketball court. 

Prince was recently selected 
to play in the MAIS Future’s 
game and was named the Most 
Valuable Player in the contest. 

Leake Academy coach Jason 
Morgan said Prince had double-
digit points and rebounds on the 
night. 

Prince helped guide the 
Rebels to a 26-12 record and a 
spot in the Class 5A state tourna-
ment.  He led the team in 3-point 
shooting, highest free-throw per-
centage and Morgan said he was 
the team’s most improved half-

court defender.  
“I thought he just really took 

the next step with regard to 
everything,” Morgan said. “I 
thought he improved in scoring, 
shooting, rebounding, overall 
aggression, defensive intensity, 
and definitely leadership. He 
was voted one of our team cap-
tains by his peers before the sea-
son started. Not many sopho-
mores get that honor on a team 
full of juniors and seniors. It just 
goes to show what his team-
mates think of him. And he did a 
great job as a leader all year.” 

Morgan said Prince played a 
complete game against some of 
the state’s best upcoming play-
ers.  

“He did all the little things, 

filled up the stat sheet, and 
played a complete game,” Mor-
gan said. “We were laughing as 
we kept track of his rebounds in 
the bleachers. He had 12 on the 
night. Add that to 16 or 18 
points, several assists, how hard 
he ran the floor, how many times 
he set screens for teammates, 
and how hard he tried to defend, 
and there you have it. I didn’t see 
the complete stat sheet, but he 
had to have marks down for 
nearly every statistical catego-
ry.” 

Morgan said he sees Prince 
continuing to improve, even 
after he averaged 22 points a 
game last year. 

“First and foremost, the kid 
lives in the gym,” Morgan said. 

“He will only continue to 
improve at literally everything 
— shooting, footwork, post 
moves, you name it. Secondly, I 
think he is really starting to see 
the benefit of off-season as well 
as in-season lifting. This year, I 
really saw him start to use his 
body well due to added strength 
from last year. Thirdly, he is the 
kind of guy who, now that he 
knows he is a leader, will start 
hounding other guys to get better 
too. He won’t just lead by exam-
ple; he will pull guys in the gym, 
make guys work with him, and 
now we are talking about the 
holistic impact he will have 
more and more on the entire pro-
gram.

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Choctaw Central War-

riors and Lady Warriors basket-

ball teams made a valiant run for 
their respective state champi-
onships but ultimately came up 
short in the semifinals last week.  

The Lady Warriors went into 

halftime up 24-23 and added a 
point to their lead after the third 
quarter.  

The Lady Panthers went on a 
19-10 run in the last quarter to 

head into the championship 
game, defeating the Warriors 47-
40.  

The Warriors ultimately lost to 
the Raymond Rangers in the sem-

finals 66-53.  
The first half was a close con-

test between the two teams, and at 
halftime the game was tied 31-31. 
Raymond pulled away in the third 

quarter, besting the Warriors in 
scoring 23-11 and the deficit 
proved too large to overcome. 

Choctaw Central squads end season in semifinals

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Leake Academy baseball 

team only got in one game last 
week. 

The Rebels traveled to Madi-
son St. Joseph on Monday and 
dropped a 9-7 decision to the Bru-
ins in their only action last week.  

Last Friday’s game against Tri-
County on Friday was rained out.  

Leake, now 2-4-1 on the sea-
son, will host St. Joseph on Mon-
day and then play at Newton 
County Academy on Friday. The 
following week, Leake will play in 
the East Central Community Col-
lege Invitational. On Monday, 
March 11, Leake will play 

Louisville at 10 a.m. and then play 
Ethel at 12:30 p.m. On Tuesday, 
Leake will play Mendenhall at 
12:30 p.m. 

 
Madison St. Joseph 9,  

Leake 7 
The Rebels weren’t able to hold 

onto an early lead as the Bruins 
took a two-run win on Monday. 

Leake started fast with five runs 
in the first inning and one in the 
second. But St. Joseph scored one 
in the first and five in the second to 
tie the game at 6-6. Each team 
scored a run in the fourth while the 
Bruins scored two in the sixth to 
take the win. 

St. Joseph outhit Leake 15-8 in 
the contest. Rece Atkinson was 3-

for-4 in the contest with a double, 
triple and one RBI. Charlie Brant-
ley was 2-for-5 with two runs 
scored while Rhett Stovall, Tyler 
Winstead and Jackson Harkins 
each singled and scored. Grayson 
McDonald, Mathan Weaver, Jon 
Donovan and Matthew Nowell all 
had RBIs. Harkins also had two 
stolen bases.  

Atkinson started on the mound 
and pitched three innings, giving 
up seven runs on 11 hits and two 
walks while striking out two. Sto-
vall pitched 2 1/3 innings and took 
the loss, giving up two runs on 
three hits and two walks while 
striking out two. Warner Young 
pitched 2/3 of an inning and gave 
up one hit while striking out two. 

Rebels lose to Madison St. Joseph on the diamond 9-7

Lady Yellowjackets rebound with 3 wins on the softball field

Prince selected as MVP in MAIS game

Samuel Prince, center, celebrates his MVP award with his 
grandparents, Jimmy and Phyllis Prince.

Lepard signs with EMCC
Leake Academy’s Emmajane Lepard signed to play college softball at East Mississippi Com-
munity College. Lepard is joined by her mother, Jenna, and father, John on the front row. On 
the back row is Leake Academy assistant softball coach Lee Myers, brother Ace Lepard, 
grandfather Tony Smith and Leake Academy head softball coach Brantley Scott.


