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A song created in collabora-

tion with Philadelphia conserva-
tive Billboard-topping rapper 
Christopher “Topher” Townsend 
will be featured in a Denzel 
Washington movie titled “A Jour-
nal for Jordan” that opens Christ-
mas Day. 

Townsend said having the 
song entitled “I Left my Home” 
featured in a movie is a highlight 
of his career. 

“Don Kennedy, the vice pres-
ident of music licensing for Sony 
Pictures Entertainment, emailed 
and informed me they were using 
‘I Left My Home’ in ‘A Journal 
for Jordan,’” Townsend said. 
“I’m beyond excited, and I hope 
everyone goes and sees this 
movie.” 

“A Journal for Jordan” tells 
the story of Sgt. Charles Monroe 
King, when he is deployed to Iraq 
and begins to keep a journal of 
love and advice to his infant son, 
Jordan.  

The movie opens in theaters 
nationwide on Christmas Day, 
including at Canal Place Cinema 
7 with showtimes at 2 p.m., 4:30 
p.m., 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 

Townsend’s song appears 
when King is humming “I Left 
My Home” to his baby son.  

“I Left My Home” is the 
result of a collaborative effort 
between Townsend and 
MJHanks, a popular musician on 
TikTok, and The Marine Rapper, 
a hip-hop artist from Hollywood, 
California. 

“MJHanks created a TikTok 
with some song lyrics that went 
viral, and then I made a TikTok 

with some lyrics I wrote in 
response to his video, and that 
also went viral,” Townsend said. 
“People liked our videos and 
wanted a full song. The Marine 
Rapper was involved because he 
was already working with me 
since we have a group called 
Space Force with the artist D. 
Cure on Spotify. We released the 
audio version of the song in Sep-
tember of this year.” 

Townsend recalled getting 
ready to perform for the BLEXIT 
Foundation in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, on Nov. 3 when he got 
an email from Kennedy about 
licensing the song for Sony Pic-
tures Entertainment. 

“Mr. Kennedy told us they 
were using ‘I Left My Home’ in 
the movie and that they wanted to 
make sure to get the rights to the 
song,” Townsend said. “It’s 

amazing. I’ve been making 
music for 20 years, and I’ve 
always wanted to be in entertain-
ment. I haven’t pitched my music 
to anyone, and Sony reached out 
to me, not the other way around. 
I’m so excited, and I want every-
one to see this movie.” 

Townsend said the movie’s 
story is especially relevant to him 
since he served in the Air Force 
for six years, retiring as an E-4 
Senior Airman.  

“I’m getting to tell people I’m 
living my dream,” Townsend 
said. “I’m so happy, and I want to 
give back. I’m gifting blankets 
and other trinkets to the Neshoba 
General Nursing Home this 
year.” 

Visit tophertown.com or listen 
to “I Left My Home” on 
YouTube, Spotify, Pandora and 
Apple Music.
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A Philadelphia woman is in 

custody facing armed robbery 
charges in a Monday morning 
heist at Verizon Wireless in the 
Canal Place Shopping Center. 

Ireland Moore, 20, of 412 
Barham St., was arrested after 
making off with $6,000 in cash 
and more than a dozen mobile 
devices in the incident reported 
at 10:14 a.m., the authorities 

said. 
A female subject entered the 

front of the store with a handgun 
and made the manager go to the 
back and open a safe, Philadel-
phia Police Chief Eric Lyons 
said. The woman then left out of 
the back of the business and got 
into a vehicle. 

Moore made off with the 
cash and 14 mobile devices, 
including cell phones and 
smartwatches, Lyons said. 

Moore was quickly identi-

fied using security footage and 
information from the manager 
who was held at gunpoint, he 
said. 

Moore was arrested within 
an hour of the robbery at a resi-
dence in town with the assis-
tance of the Neshoba County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

“It did not take long to bring 
her into custody, and she was 
taken in without incident,” 
Lyons said. 

Rebecca Le, co-owner of 

Sophia’s Nails in the shopping 
center two doors down from 
Verizon, said she was in the 
salon Monday morning when 
the robbery took place. 

“We didn’t see anything,” Le 
said, adding that she learned 
about the incident from clients 
who came in and told her about 
it. “It is concerning. None of the 
cops told us about it.”  

Le said she does not recall 
anything like Monday’s armed 
robbery happening in the shop-

ping center before and that she 
and other employees are taking 
extra precautions. 

“You have got to be aware,” 
Le said. “So be careful. I think 
the cops should stop at a shop 
and let the owner of the shops 
know. 

“We are part of Neshoba 
County, and whatever happens 
in the area, we want to know, 
especially robbery or murder or 
whatever. We would love to 
hear from the cops what is going 

on besides them walking out-
side looking in the shop.” 

Lyons said that they have not 
been able to recover any of the 
money or devices as of Tuesday 
morning. Lyons said they have 
not ruled out the possibility of 
accomplices but believe Moore 
acted alone at this time. 

Moore remained in the Win-
ston County Detention Center 
Tuesday morning awaiting a 
bond hearing on the armed rob-
bery charge. 
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The county has received a 

$600,000 Community Develop-
ment Block Grant to help with a 
renovation project for the older 
section of the Neshoba County 
Hospital Nursing Home. 

The projected $3.1 million ren-
ovation project was announced 
earlier this year. The county has 
also applied for a CAP loan. Work 
on the project is expected to start in 
the spring after it goes out for bids. 

The focus will be on 74 of the 
nursing home’s 160 resident 
rooms and one of the nursing sta-
tions. Work will include replacing 
the HVAC units in the affected 
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Philadelphia’s Christopher “Topher” Townsend stands in 
front of a promotional poster for “A Journal for Jordan,” an 
upcoming film featuring his song “I Left my Home.” The 
movie hits theaters Dec. 25 including Canal Place here.

Heidi Shoffner, Blakely Ward, Meredith Shoffner, Hannah Boatner and 
Jaid Lewis display some of the toys that will be distributed to children 
in need this Christmas and were collected in this year’s Motors 4 Toys 
drive. On Dec. 11, volunteers of the Motors 4 Toys drive held a parade 

through Philadelpia that was escorted by city police and fire depart-
ments and featured motorcycles, Jeeps, antique vehicles and a dump 
truck to bring attention to the Motors 4 Toys drive.

Armed robber holds up cell store

Topher’s song featured in new motion picture

Photo by COLEMAN EAKES

Brides have until Friday, Jan. 
14, to reserve space in Neshoba 
Magazine’s annual Weddings edi-
tion which publishes in February 
2022. 

The magazine will include 
stories and pictures from 2021 
weddings along with feature 
items such as tips for planning a 
perfect ceremony and reception. 

Purchase wedding pages for 
$199 and $150 per additional 
page at 
neshobademocrat.com/weddings.  

For more information, call 
(601) 656-4000.

Bridal pages 
available in 
Magazine

See GRANT, page 7A

Annual drive collects toys for needy children
By COLEMAN EAKES 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Motors 4 Toys held their third annual toy drive 

Dec. 11 at West Philadelphia Baptist Church.  
The drive has collected more than 1,350 toys 

for needy children so far. 
A group of participants paraded though 

Philadelphia to the West Philadelphia Baptist 
Church to bring attention to the program. 

“We had motorcycles, Jeeps, antique vehicles, 
and even a dump truck ride with us,” said Matt 
Boatner, a volunteer coordinator of the Motors 4 
Toys.  

“We were escorted by the city police and fire 
department. All kids love loud motorcycles, 
police cars and fire trucks.” 

Each child will receive a bundle of toys rather 
than just one toy. Local organizations that work 
with underprivileged children will determine what 
toys to give to each child based on their interests 
and needs.  

Motors 4 Toys representatives said the drive 
continues to grow each year thanks to the com-
munity’s help and the work done by Micky 
Breedlove and Boatner.  

The idea for the drive came from a motorcycle 
club that wanted to give toys to children for 

Christmas.  
Boatner saw that he could help, and he and 

Breedlove took over. West Philadelphia Baptist 
Church offered the church building to host the toy 
drive.  

Motors 4 Toys has six sponsors this year: Pas-
tor Scott L. Boatner, Mud Brothers Customs, 
Matt Boatner Construction Inc., Finding Hope 
Counseling Services, Neshoba Chapter of the 
National Deer Association, and Working Solu-
tions/Brad Bounds.  

If you or your business are interested in 
becoming a sponsor, email your request to 
motors4toys@yahoo.com.
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A Philadelphia woman is in 

custody facing armed robbery 
charges in a Monday morning 
heist at Verizon Wireless in the 
Canal Place Shopping Center. 

Ireland Moore, 20, of 412 
Barham St., was arrested after 
making off with $6,000 in cash 
and more than a dozen mobile 
devices in the incident reported 
at 10:14 a.m., the authorities 

said. 
A female subject entered the 

front of the store with a handgun 
and made the manager go to the 
back and open a safe, Philadel-
phia Police Chief Eric Lyons 
said. The woman then left out of 
the back of the business and got 
into a vehicle. 

Moore made off with the 
cash and 14 mobile devices, 
including cell phones and 
smartwatches, Lyons said. 

Moore was quickly identi-

fied using security footage and 
information from the manager 
who was held at gunpoint, he 
said. 

Moore was arrested within 
an hour of the robbery at a resi-
dence in town with the assis-
tance of the Neshoba County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

“It did not take long to bring 
her into custody, and she was 
taken in without incident,” 
Lyons said. 
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Sophia’s Nails in the shopping 
center two doors down from 
Verizon, said she was in the 
salon Monday morning when 
the robbery took place. 

“We didn’t see anything,” Le 
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extra precautions. 
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County, and whatever happens 
in the area, we want to know, 
especially robbery or murder or 
whatever. We would love to 
hear from the cops what is going 

on besides them walking out-
side looking in the shop.” 
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been able to recover any of the 
money or devices as of Tuesday 
morning. Lyons said they have 
not ruled out the possibility of 
accomplices but believe Moore 
acted alone at this time. 
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ston County Detention Center 
Tuesday morning awaiting a 
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Motors 4 Toys held their third annual toy drive 

Dec. 11 at West Philadelphia Baptist Church.  
The drive has collected more than 1,350 toys 

for needy children so far. 
A group of participants paraded though 

Philadelphia to the West Philadelphia Baptist 
Church to bring attention to the program. 

“We had motorcycles, Jeeps, antique vehicles, 
and even a dump truck ride with us,” said Matt 
Boatner, a volunteer coordinator of the Motors 4 
Toys.  

“We were escorted by the city police and fire 
department. All kids love loud motorcycles, 
police cars and fire trucks.” 

Each child will receive a bundle of toys rather 
than just one toy. Local organizations that work 
with underprivileged children will determine what 
toys to give to each child based on their interests 
and needs.  

Motors 4 Toys representatives said the drive 
continues to grow each year thanks to the com-
munity’s help and the work done by Micky 
Breedlove and Boatner.  

The idea for the drive came from a motorcycle 
club that wanted to give toys to children for 

Christmas.  
Boatner saw that he could help, and he and 

Breedlove took over. West Philadelphia Baptist 
Church offered the church building to host the toy 
drive.  

Motors 4 Toys has six sponsors this year: Pas-
tor Scott L. Boatner, Mud Brothers Customs, 
Matt Boatner Construction Inc., Finding Hope 
Counseling Services, Neshoba Chapter of the 
National Deer Association, and Working Solu-
tions/Brad Bounds.  

If you or your business are interested in 
becoming a sponsor, email your request to 
motors4toys@yahoo.com.
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Traffic was backed up on 

Beacon and Main Street on Fri-
day around lunchtime after three 
fender benders, one with minor 
injuries, that occurred separately 

in a short order. 
Philadelphia Police Chief 

Eric Lyons said the wrecks were 
reported between 11:30 a.m. and 
12 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 17, and 
took about 30 minutes to clear. 
Lyons said the traffic did cause 
some delays for emergency vehi-

cles responding. 
“Traffic was backed up, 

which did cause problems for 
emergency vehicles,” Lyons 
said. 

Lyons said the incidents 
occurred on Beacon Street near 
Range, Byrd and Center avenues 

and near the First Baptist 
Church. 

Lyons said the wreck at Byrd 
Avenue, the second one report-
ed, had minor injuries to one 
individual and the other two 
were “fender benders.”
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0999 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A local outstanding educa-

tor award gave a Sebastopol 
native an incentive to attend a 
graduate class at Mississippi 
State University in Meridian. 
Two years later, she is being 
recognized as the MSU-Merid-
ian 2021 Fall Outstanding 
Graduate Student in the Divi-
sion of Education. 

When Anne Fisackerly, a 
senior English teacher at 
Philadelphia High School, won 
the Golden Apple Award in 
October 2019 through a local 
program recognizing outstand-
ing educators in east Mississip-
pi and west Alabama, she 
received a scholarship for a 
graduate class at MSU-Meridi-
an, in addition to cash and 
other prizes. 

“I had no intention of going 

back to school to earn 
another degree — I 
was just following the 
advice of my mentors 
who encouraged me to 
always stay relevant,” 
she said. “But after 
that first class, I was 
hooked. The cama-
raderie of the cohort, 
the challenging profes-
sors and the growth-oriented 
curriculum all combined to cre-
ate a learning experience that 
demanded excellence.” 

After graduating from Mis-
sissippi State with a degree in 
business administration in the 
mid-1980s, she thought she 
was going to work as an 
accountant. Over time, she dis-
covered her true calling and 
earned a master’s degree in 
English education from the 
University of Illinois Chicago. 
Fisackerly has been teaching 

for 12 years. 
“I love what I do. I 

feel energized by my 
students, and I respect 
them,” she said. “That 
is important for teach-
ing. You certainly need 
to know an enormous 
amount about your 

subject area, but if you 
don’t like young people 

… you really shouldn’t be 
teaching because you are 
teaching an individual — not 
your subject area. You need to 
know the students, support 
them and show up for their 
life.” 

After completing her educa-
tion specialist degree in teacher 
leadership in August, Fisacker-
ly hopes to impact both teach-
ers and students at Philadelphia 
High School. 

“I never thought of myself 
as a teacher leader before, but I 

discovered through the degree 
program that mentoring and 
providing training for other 
teachers are powerful ways to 
influence student growth — 
and that’s a win-win for not 
only my fellow educators but 
ultimately the students them-
selves,” she said. 

Fisackerly, a professed out-
door enthusiast, likes to travel 
in her spare time. One of her 
favorite destinations is Costa 
Rica, where she has hiked the 
rain and cloud forests. She also 
enjoys living on her farm in her 
130-year-old dog trot farm-
house, which she refers to as a 
“work in progress.” 

MSU-Meridian primarily 
serves east Mississippi and 
west Alabama. Learn more at 
www.meridian.msstate.edu. 
MSU is Mississippi’s leading 
university, available online at 
www.msstate.edu.

Philadelphia’s Fisackerly named outstanding grad

Philadelphia Police direct traffic following a minor accident on the corner of Beacon and Byrd Friday.

Wrecks snarl traffic downtown Friday

Anne 
Fisackerly

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Philadelphia Elementary 

School held a Literacy Night 
for third-grade students to help 
families understand the Litera-
cy-Based Promotion Act, 
which the Mississippi Legisla-
ture passed during the 2013 
Legislative session. 

The Act places a greater 
emphasis on grade-level read-
ing skills as students progress 
through grades K-3. 

Dr. Lisa Hull, superintend-
ent of education, stressed the 
importance of students reading 
on grade level by the end of 

third grade. Students who do 
not pass the third-grade reading 
assessment will not be promot-
ed to the fourth grade unless 
the child qualifies for a good 
cause exemption. 

“Throughout this semester, 
our third-grade teachers and 
principals at the elementary 
school have communicated 
with parents to make them 
aware of the reading require-
ment,” Hull said. “We have 
also provided standardized 
assessment results to show par-
ents where their child is per-
forming on reading.” 

The purpose of the meeting 
was to allow students, teachers 

and parents to discuss academ-
ic progress, build a supportive 
partnership, and provide each 
parent with important informa-
tion about their child and what 
can be done at home to 
increase reading skills. 

“For this age group, it is 
very powerful to have parents 
actively engaged in supporting 
their child’s education,” PES 
Principal Melisha Hancock 
said. 

 
During the meeting, parents 

were provided information 
about the state reading assess-
ment, including sample reading 
passages and test items, along 

with where parents can get 
resources to help their child. 

“Our goal is to have every 
child pass the reading assess-
ment and develop a strong 
foundation in early literacy for 
a lifetime of success,” Hancock 
said. 

Parents also received infor-
mation detailing their child’s 
progress and strategies parents 
could use at home to improve 
their child’s reading skills. 
Third-grade teachers Stacey 
Deweese, Hannah Watkins and 
Jessica Kendrick, were avail-
able to discuss individual chil-
dren’s progress with their par-
ents.

Literacy stressed at Philadelphia Elementary meeting



By DEBBIE BURT MYERS 
Special to the Democrat 

 
A “detail-oriented” student, 

senior Reid Hall, takes a lot of 
pride in his welding and cutting 
technology program projects at 
Neshoba Central High School. 

To note his expertise, one only 
has to glance at any of his fire pits 
in the school shop. 

Hall is one of eight students 
enrolled in the welding and cutting 
technology program’s Construc-
tion Core night class taught by 
Derek Huffman. Four others are 
enrolled in a Welding Level I night 
class taught by Joey Irby in the 
Career Technical Center. 

Hall and a few others plan to 
continue in the East Central Com-
munity College program after 
graduation. 

Upon successful completion, 
they will have national recogni-
tion certification credentials. 

“This is another outstanding 
opportunity for our students to add 
more credentials before they leave 
NCHS,” said Neshoba County 
Superintendent of Education 
Lundy Brantley. 

“The more credentials a stu-
dent has, the better chance they 
have of competing at a high level 
whether they enroll in college, 
enlist in the military or seek 
employment.”  

Hall, who will also play base-
ball at ECCC, is a third-year stu-
dent in Neshoba’s agriculture and 
natural resources class as well as a 
student in the night class.  

“He learned to weld as part of 
our program,” Huffman said. 

The fire pits, which sell for 
$350, feature a variety of designs, 
including Ole Miss and Mississip-
pi State logos, Rockets and family 
last names. 

Huffman’s students are cur-
rently making a fire pit for a deer 
camp with a hunting theme. 

“We can do any design,” he 
said. 

Hall hopes to earn a certificate 
in welding from ECCC. 

When asked where his dream 
job would be after he completes 
his studies, Hall said: “Anywhere 
that pays good!” 

Huffman described Hall as a 
very detail-oriented welder. 

“He has the patience to take a 
project and weld it up. He is going 
to do it well enough to make sure 

it is right. He takes pride in what 
he does. If his welds don’t look 
right, he is going to be more both-
ered by it than anybody else.” 

Next semester, Huffman’s stu-
dents will move to Welding Level 
I. 

Construction Core is taught 
through online modules about 
such things as employability, 
communication skills, job inter-
view, resumes, safety, etc. 

The students are working on 
an NCCER certification. 

“This is basically to get them 
one step closer to being done 
when they go to East Central or 
whatever college they chose,” 
Huffman said. “They have already 
gotten Core and Level I out of the 
way. Then they can start on Level 
II and work up to whatever the 
community college level 
requires.” 

He and Irby have had several 

students go through ECCC and 
are now working as certified 
welders. 

Huffman said some of his cur-
rent students plan a career in weld-
ing while others are just trying to 
learn something different.  

“Welders make good salaries,” 
he said, noting that some of his 
students worked at such places as 
Taylor Machine, B&G Equip-
ment and Windham Tractor & 
Implement Co., among others. 

Irby encourages students to 
take welding even if it isn’t their 
chosen career. 

“I grew up on a dairy farm, and 
we had welders and cutters to 
repair things,” he said. 

Irby said welders commonly 
start out making around $18 an 
hour. 

“Over time, they can make 
$25 to $30 an hour,” he said.

NeshobaGeneral.com

Flu season is here - make sure you protect yourself and 

Don’t Put it Off!

Contact us for the Neshoba General 
healthcare provider nearest you.

 601.663.1200

Get Your Flu Shot!

The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., December 22, 2021, 3A

Neshoba students explore 
potential welding careers

Neshoba Central senior Reid Hall with a firepit he made.
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.                                                     — Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)

Biden-era progressivism
RICH LOWRY

The Russian ultimatum

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

Joe Manchin and London 
Breed have nothing in com-
mon. 

One is an old-school Dem-
ocratic senator from West Vir-
ginia, surviving and thriving 
in an increasingly red state; 
the other is the progressive 
mayor of San Francisco, a city 
that is a byword for cutting-
edge left-wing politics. 

Yet both, in their own ways 
over the last week, signaled 
that Biden-era progressivism 
has reached its high-water 
mark. Manchin, of course, 
delivered an emphatic thumbs 
down to Joe Biden’s signature 
Build Back Better plan, while 
Breed reversed field on crime 
in a stunningly frank endorse-
ment of law-and-order in a 
jurisdiction infamous for the 
opposite. 

The de facto pincer move-
ment by the wildly different 
Democrats from wildly differ-
ent parts of the country — San 
Francisco is roughly 19 times 
as large as the biggest city in 
West Virginia — shows that 
the progressive tide that built 
in the Trump years is finally 
colliding with political reality 
and the real-world conse-
quences of progressive extrav-
agance.  

This doesn’t mean that pro-
gressivism is spent obviously. 
It dominates the media, acade-
mia and almost all the rest of 
elite culture. At the same time, 
Democrats still control the 
elected branches of govern-
ment in Washington. But a 
growing backlash against pro-
gressive excess has found 
expression in two notable acts 
of Democratic defiance.  

By now, the context of 
Manchin’s “no” on Build 
Back Better is familiar. Joe 

Biden campaigned as a prag-
matic Democrat only to 
reverse field after his election 
and develop a heroic image of 
himself as the next transfor-
mational Democratic presi-
dent in the line of FDR and 
LBJ. 

This drove the mistake of 
not realizing that Manchin or 
any other Democratic dis-
senter in the 50-50 Senate had 
the power to derail Build Back 
Better and accordingly scaling 
it back from the outset. 
Instead, the White House and 
congressional leadership acted 
as if Manchin could be cajoled 
or bullied out of his oft-repeat-
ed qualms.  

Perhaps Democrats will 
reunite with the senator on a 
scaled-back spending bill in 
the new year, but the era of 
FDR fantasies is definitely 
over. Democrats should ask 
themselves, if they had a man-
date to remake the country, 
why the entire project depend-
ed on the approval of a single 
conservative Democrat from 
West Virginia? 

Now, Democrats are look-
ing down the barrel of a mid-
term election wipe-out that 
could give the GOP a durable 
House majority that will put 
paid to any thought of BBB-
style legislation for years.  

If Manchin said “enough” 
to big-spending federal 
aggrandizement, London 
Breed said it to the soft-on-
crime consensus in blue cities 
that has led to spiraling disor-

der. The Bay Area, home to 
the smash-and-grab robbery 
and other routine offenses 
against basic human decency, 
has been Exhibit A. 

Concluding that even the 
tolerant people of perhaps the 
country’s most tolerant city 
wouldn’t put up with it much 
longer, Breed had her Howard 
Beale moment. In a speech 
clearly meant to set down a 
political and rhetorical mark-
er, she called for an end to 
“the reign of criminals who 
are destroying our city.” 

The Breed turnabout, from 
police-defunder a year ago to 
would-be Rudy Giuliani now, 
marks an end to the period 
after George Floyd’s death 
when anti-police sentiment 
was ascendant. 

There are other signs that 
the progressive momentum is 
beginning to give way. A 
rightward shift among Latinos 
shows the limits of paint-by-
the-numbers identity politics. 
That the left’s response to the 
grassroots movement against 
critical race theory in schools 
has been to deny there is any 
critical race theory in schools 
speaks to a telling defensive-
ness. Next year, the Supreme 
Court may well knock out Roe 
and Casey, cornerstones of the 
progressive social agenda. 

Of course, the political and 
cultural war will continue 
apace. Still, December 2021 
looks like an inflection point 
when, as Breed put it in her 
speech, “the bull***t” finally 
got a reality check. 

 
 

Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley. 

“Get off our front porch. 
Get out of our front yard. And 
stay out of our backyard.” 

This might stand as a crude 
summary of two draft security 
pacts Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei A. Ryabkov delivered 
last week as Russia’s price for 
resolving the crisis created by 
those 100,000 Russian troops 
on Ukraine’s borders. 

Ryabkov’s demands appear 
to be a virtual ultimatum, 
designed to be rejected by the 
U.S. and NATO and provide 
Moscow with a pretext for an 
invasion and occupation of part 
or all of Ukraine. 

Among the maximalist 
Russian demands: 

Written guarantees from 
NATO that it will not admit 
into the 70-year-old Cold War 
alliance any more ex-Soviet 
republics, specifically, 
Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan.  

Offensive weapons are to be 
kept out of nations that border 
Russia.  

The U.S. and Russia should 
keep their warships and strate-
gic bombers away from each 
other’s territory. The U.S. 
should forgo planting military 
bases in any of the five “stans,” 
the Central Asian nations that 
once were part of the USSR. 

NATO should withdraw 
military infrastructure it has 
placed in Eastern European 
states after 1997. 

That date is significant. For 
not until 1999 did Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic join NATO. And the 
accession of Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Slovakia and Slovenia came 
only in 2004. 

Russia is calling for the cre-
ation of a security zone around 
its borders to include all of the 
former Soviet Union and 
beyond, where U.S. and NATO 
military bases would be pro-
hibited. 

That Ryabkov’s demands 
were specific and made public 
suggests they are to be taken 
seriously and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is behind 
them. The deputy foreign min-
ister is calling for immediate 
negotiations over these securi-

ty pacts to begin in Geneva. 
Before dismissing these 

Russian demands outright, the 
U.S. should look closely to see 
if there are not some issues on 
which compromise is possible 
and common ground can be 
found so the Ukraine crisis 
might be defused. One senior 
U.S. official has been quoted as 
indicating such: 

“There are some things in 
those documents that the Rus-
sians know will be unacceptable 
... but there are other things that 
we are prepared to work with 
and merit some discussion.” 

The U.S. has already sig-
naled, with President Joe 
Biden’s warning to Putin about 
“severe ... economic sanctions” 
should Russia invade, that we 
are ruling out war and confin-
ing any U.S. response to non-
military means.  

British Defence Secretary 
Ben Wallace has said that the 
U.K. is also unlikely to send 
troops to defend Ukraine if 
Russia invades, as Ukraine is 
not a member of NATO.  

Nor is the U.S. or NATO 
going to war for Georgia to 
validate its claims to Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia, as we 
showed in 2008. That August, 
President George W. Bush sat 
immobile as Putin’s Russia 
threw the invading Georgians 
out of South Ossetia. 

Again, America is not going 
to war for Georgia or Ukraine. 
We have demonstrated that 
with our inaction in the Russ-
ian-Georgia war of 2008, in the 
Crimea and Donbass crises in 
2014, and in the Ukraine crisis 
of 2021. So, why not find a 
way to convey this reality, to 
avert a Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and war Kyiv would 
surely lose? 

If Ukraine and Georgia are 
not going to be admitted to 

NATO or given Article V war 
guarantees, why not say so 
publicly now?  

What is happening today is 
that, after decades of moving 
NATO east from the Elbe 
River to the Baltic states and 
borders of Russia itself, the 
chickens of NATO expansion 
are coming home to roost.  

Since the end of the Cold 
War, NATO has doubled in size. 

We now have outstanding 
U.S.-NATO war guarantees to 
28 nations on the other side of 
the Atlantic, some of them tiny 
nations deep inside Eastern 
Europe, in the very shadow of 
Russia, the largest nation on 
earth.  

The day cannot be far off 
when the U.S. is going to have 
to review and discard Cold 
War commitments that date to 
the 1940s and 1950s, and 
require us to fight a nuclear 
power such as Russia for coun-
tries that have nothing to do 
with our vital interests or our 
national security. 

Ryabkov’s call for U.S.-
Russia negotiations at Geneva 
may be the place to begin a 
public reappraisal of our Cold 
War commitments. 

For any concessions we 
make on not expanding NATO 
into Ukraine and Georgia, we 
can demand reciprocal Russian 
concessions. New arms agree-
ments to limit U.S. and Russ-
ian missiles in Europe and to 
restrict the number of U.S. and 
Russia air and naval operations 
near the borders of our respec-
tive countries seem negotiable. 

A Russian-Ukrainian war, 
which Kyiv would almost 
surely lose, would prove a dis-
aster for both nations. 

The winner would be 
China. For such a war would 
leave Russia no place else to 
turn for an economic, political 
and strategic partner. And U.S. 
interests are not served by the 
cementing alliance between 
Beijing and Moscow. 

 
Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.” 

The chickens of NATO 
expansion are coming 
home to roost and the 

U.S. may have to 
review and discard  

its Cold War  
commitments.

Democrats are looking 
down the barrel of a 

mid-term election 
wipe-out.
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The dawn of redeeming grace
The story of Christmas, as recorded in 

Luke 2:1-20: 
And it came to pass in those days, that 

there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. 

(And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

And all went to be taxed, everyone into 
his own city. 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
and unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 
and linage of David:) 

To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife being great with child. 

And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be for all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a savior, which is Christ the 
Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into the heavens, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 
manger. 

And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. 

And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by the 
shepherds. 

But Mary kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart. 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto 
them.

Yes, Virginia
In one of the most famous editorials 

ever written, “Is There a Santa Claus?,” a 
little girl from New York was given the 
definitive answer to the question. 

Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote 
to the New York Sun asking about Santa, 
and on Sept. 21, 1897, Francis Pharcellus 
Church’s classic answer appeared in the 
newspaper. 

Here is the editorial as it appeared in 
the Sun 124 years ago. 

 
Dear Editor — I am 8 years old. 
Some of my friends say there is no 

Santa Claus. Papa says, “If it’s in The Sun, 
it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 

Virginia O’Hanlon, 
115 West Ninety-fifth Street 

 
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
They have been affected by the skepti-

cism of a skeptical age. They do not 
believe except what they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not compre-
hensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or chil-
dren’s are little. In this great universe of 
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect, as compared with the boundless 
world around him, as measured by the 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole 
of truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that they 
abound and give to your life its highest 
beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would 

be the world if there were no Santa Claus! 
It would be as dreary as if there were no 
Virginias. There would be no child-like 
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make 
tolerable this existence. We should have no 
enjoyment except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might 
as well not believe in fairies! You might 
get your papa to hire men to watch in all 
the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. 
The most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men can see. Did 
you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they 
are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world. 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not 
the strongest man, nor even the united 
strength of all the strongest men that ever 
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love and romance, can push aside 
that curtain and view and picture the 
supernatural beauty and glory beyond. Is it 
all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives 
and he lives forever. A thousand years 
from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten 
thousand years from now, he will continue 
to make glad the heart of childhood.



Funeral services for Tom Wal-
lace Cox were held Saturday, 
December 18, 2021, at 11 a. m. 
from First 
U n i t e d 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church with 
Rev. Dr. 
Tommy Jen-
nings officiat-
ing. Burial fol-
lowed in 
S a n d t o w n 
C e m e t e r y . 
McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 
was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Cox, 84, of Philadelphia 
died Monday, December 13, 
2021. 

Tom was a native of Neshoba 
County and a longtime resident 
of Philadelphia. He was a gradu-
ate of MSU with a Bachelor of 
Science in civil engineering and 
also participated in ROTC and 
served in the U.S. Army and the 
Mississippi National Guard. He 
was the owner of Cox Develop-
ment Company and served as 
county engineer for Neshoba and 
Leake Counties.  Mr. Cox was a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church and served on 
the Board of Trustees. He was a 
Mason and a Shriner, a member 
of Philadelphia Country Club, a 
member of couples bridge club, 
and enjoyed his times at Cox 
Deer Camp. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Shirley Webb Cox of Philadel-
phia; daughters, Terri McCarver 
(Tommy) of Brandon and Carla 
Martin (Ike) of Philadelphia; son, 
Dr. Tommy Cox (LeeAnne) of 
Lake Cormorant, MS; grandchil-
dren, Dr. Kayla Bryant (Stephen), 
Allison Long (Dr. Ben), Bailey 
Anderson (Austin), Meagan 
Anthony (Brent), Macy Rhodes 
(Tanner), Isaac Martin, Marshall 
Cox (Gina) and John Bailey Cox; 
great-grandchildren, William and 
Margaret Bryant, Randall Wal-
lace and Ross Long, Webb and 
Wynn Anthony; brother-in-law, 
George Herman Cumberland; 
sisters-in-law, Ann Webb and 
Carol Webb; numerous nieces, 
nephews and their families. 

Mr. Cox was preceded in 
death by an infant son, James 
Bailey Cox; parents, Les and 
Thomas Cox; sister, Katherine 
Tingle.  

Pallbearers were his grand-
sons: Marshall Cox, John Bailey 
Cox, Isaac Martin, Brent Antho-
ny, Tanner Rhodes, Stephen 
Bryant, Dr. Ben Long and Austin 
Anderson. Honorary pallbearers 
were the members of Cox Deer 
Camp; Philadelphia Country 
Club golfers; the couples bridge 
club members; the Fellowship 
Sunday School Class of First 
United Methodist Church; 
Deanie Miller, Aubrey Key Cox, 
Charlie Ervin, Cecil Price, Ferrell 
Alexander, Sparky Bryan, Dr. 
Mike Shrock, Larry Stribling, Dr. 
Kent Stribling, W. G. Yates, Jr.;  
and his nieces and nephews.  

The family requests memori-
als to be made to First United 
Methodist Church, or the charity 
of your choice. 

 

Sanford “Rusty” 
Ryals 

Funeral Services for Sanford 
“Rusty” Ryals were held Mon-
day, December 20, 2021, at 11:00 
a.m. from McClain-Hays Chapel 
with Rev. James Ruffin and Rev. 
Dwight Fleming officiating.  
Burial followed in Arlington 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 
McClain-Hays Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.  

Mr. Ryals, 83, of DeKalb, 
died Friday, December 17, 2021.  

Rusty was a native of the 
Arlington Community in Nesho-
ba County and a longtime resi-
dent of DeKalb.  He retired from 
Dowdle Gas Company as man-
ager.  He was a member of 
DeKalb Baptist Church. He 
retired from the U. S. Marine 
Reserves. 

Survivors include his wife of 
65 years, Mildred Ryals, of 
DeKalb. 

Rusty was preceded in death 
by parents, Odis “Pete” Ryals and 
Edna Ingram Ryals; and brother, 
Paul Ryals. 

 

Joty Sickles 
Memorial services will be 

held at a later date. 
Mrs. Sickles, 73, of Philadel-

phia died Sunday, December 12, 
2021. 

Joty was a native of Leake 
County and a graduate from 
Madden High School in 1966. 
She worked as an accountant in 
the Landscaping Industry until 
her retirement. 

Survivors include husband, 
James Miller of Philadelphia; 
daughter, Lisel Brantley of Mad-
den, MS; sisters, Cherry Garrison 
of Kosciusko and Bobbie Nasif 
of Vicksburg; brother, Gary Fry-
ery of Smyrna, TN; sister-in-law, 
Pearl Fryery of Fruita, CO. 

Mrs. Sickles was preceded in 
death by brothers, Basil Fryery 
and Ronald Fryery; sisters, 
Shirley Ann Fryery and Margaret 
Ann Fryery. 

 

Delbert L. “Dale” 
Tolbert 

Funeral services for Delbert 
L. “Dale” Tolbert will be held 
Thursday, December 23, 2021, at 
2:00 p.m. from McClain-Hays 
Chapel with Bro. James Boswell 
officiating.  Burial will follow in 
Henry’s Chapel Cemetery.  Visi-
tation will be held Wednesday, 
December 22, 2021, from 5:00 
until 7:00 p.m. at McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home.  

 Mr. Tolbert, 67, of Philadel-
phia, died Sunday, December 19, 
2021.  

 He was a native of the Fork 
Community in Neshoba and a 
longtime resident of Philadel-
phia.  He was a retired commer-
cial truck driver.  Mr. Tolbert was 
Pentecostal by faith. 

 Survivors include wife, La 
Tolbert of Philadelphia, MS; 
daughters, Stacey Tolbert of 
Flowood, MS, and Taneil 

Roberts of Memphis, TN; son, 
Jimmy Roberts of Philadelphia, 
MS; five grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; mother, 
Martha Burton; stepmother, 
Betty Tolbert; two sisters, 
Tammy and Sheila.  

 Mr. Tolbert was preceded in 
death by his father, Jack Tolbert; 
and brother, Gene Tolbert. 

 

Jimmie R.    
Benefield 

Mr. Jimmie R. Benefield 
passed away Wednesday, 
December 15, 2021, at Anderson 
Regional Medical Center in 
Meridian, MS. He lived in Laud-
erdale Co. most of his life where 
he was a truck driver, and he was 
in the National Guard. His hob-
bies were riding motorcycles and 
chairing AA meetings. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
John D. Benefield and Willie 
Greene Benefield; wife, Patricia 
Gayle Benefield; brother, Joe 
Benefield. Survivors include 
daughter, Nicky Smith (Steve) of 
VA.; son, Scott Benefield (Amy) 
of Lauderdale; sisters, Ruby Hen-
nessee of Biloxi and Jane Collins 
of AL; (6) grandchildren; (4) 
great-grandchildren. 

 

Eddie Wayne 
Mayfield 

Mr. Eddie Wayne Mayfield 
passed away Tuesday, December 
14, 2021 at Baptist Medical Cen-
ter in Jackson MS. He has lived 
in AK, MO, LA, but lived in 
Neshoba Co. the passed 7 years. 
His hobbies were fishing, hunting 
and his chickens. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Gordon Sanders May-
field and Mary Elizabeth 
Langston Mayfield; companion, 
Linda Lee Falls; sister, Linda 
Martinez. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Stephanie Grimes of Washington 
St.; sons, Eddie Lee, Billy 
Wayne, Christopher Gordon, and 
Wesley Spencer Mayfield all of 
AR; sisters, Katherine Lucille 
Rumens of FL, carol Derringer of 
Phila; (4) grandchildren. 

 

Tony Glenn 
Wright 

Funeral service for Mr. Tony 
Glenn Wright was held 2 PM Fri-
day, December 17, 2021 at John 
E. Stephens Chapel with Rev. 
John E. Stephens and Rev. Chris 
Vowell officiating. Interment was 
in Bond Baptist Cemetery. Visita-
tion was 12-2 Friday, December 
17, 2021 at John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Service. 

Mr. Wright, 59, passed away 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 in 
Vicksburg, MS. He lived in 
Neshoba Co. most of his life. He 
was Baptist by Faith. His hobbies 
were deer hunting and riding his 
dog, Neeko on the side by side. 

 He is preceded in death by his 
parents George Howard Wright 

and Johnnie Ruth Cumberland 
Wright. 

Survivors include sister, Dar-
lene Rickles (Gary) of Vicksburg; 
niece, Jessica Arnold (Justin); 
great-nephew Jax Arnold. 

Pallbearers, Cody Barrett, 
Mike Lewis, Shannon Skinner, 
Kevin Wilcher, Jimmy Commer, 
Richie Goldman. 

Honorary Pallbearers, Randy 
Arledge, Mike Snow, Steve 
Nance. 

 

Matthew Chad 
Lewis 

Funeral service for Mr. 
Matthew Chad Lewis will be 
held 2 PM Saturday, December 
11, 2021 at Pearl River Facility 
Building with Deacon 
Williamson Isaac officiating. 
Interment will be in Hope Indian 
Baptist Cemetery. Visitation will 
begin at 10 AM Friday, Decem-
ber 10, 2021 at the Pearl River 
Facility Building. John E. 
Stephens Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Lewis, 38, passed away 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 at 
Avera Hospice, in Sioux Falls, 
SD. He lived in the Pearl River 
Community most of his life, liv-
ing in South Dakota the past 3 ½ 
years. He was a construction 
worker, enjoyed listening to 
music, playing video games, and 
watching movies. He was Baptist 
by Faith. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Walter Dean Lewis and 
Emmaline Nickey; sister, Latesha 
Lewis; brother, Cokie McCombs. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Malaya Lewis and Nancy Gibson 
John; sons, Gage Lewis and 
Brandon Lewis; sister, Tenisha 
McCombs; brother, Kimo 
McCombs; 1 grandchild. 

Pallbearers are Michael 
Briscoe, Randall Malerich, 
Nehmiah Solomon, Jerrick 
McMillan, Garreth Cauthen, 
Kendall Martin, Julian Tubby, 
Kendrick McWilliams. 

 

Juan-Manuel 
“John Boy” 

Perez 
Funeral service for Mr. Juan-

Manuel “John Boy” Perez was 
held 2 PM Monday, December 
13, 2021 at John E. Stephens 
Chapel with Rev. Marvin Wilson 
officiating. Interment will follow 
in Victory Fellowship Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 12-2 PM 
Monday, December 13, 2021 at 
the John E. Stephens Chapel. Mr. 
Perez, 31, passed away Wednes-
day, December 8, 2021 in Union, 
MS. He enjoyed carpentry, 
woodworking and working with 
horses. He is preceded in death 
by his sister, Vanda Welch-
Lopez. Survivors include his par-
ents, Desma Ann and Jose 
Fuentes of Philadelphia; son, 
Jaxx Perez of House, MS; sister, 
Elysia Perez of Philadelphia; 
brother, Julian Fuentes of New 
York; fiancé, Kayla Skinner of 

Newton; mother of his son, Jessi 
Weir of House; several uncles, 
aunts and cousins. 

 

Kobie De’Shay 
Wesley 

Funeral service for Miss 
Kobie De’Shay Wesley will be 
held at 10 AM Thursday, Decem-
ber 16, 2021 at Bogue Chitto 
Gym with Rev. Thomas Ben offi-
ciating. Interment will be in 
Bogue Chitto Community Ceme-
tery. Visitation will begin at 1 PM 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 
Bogue Chitto Gym. John E. 
Stephens Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Miss Wesley, 20, passed away 
on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 in 
Philadelphia. Her hobbies includ-
ed basketball, volleyball, TikTok, 
Snapchat, playing soccer and 
cheerleading. 

She was preceded in death by 
her unborn daughter, Imani 
De’Rae York. 

Survivors include parents, 
DeeLenna and Elliott Jefferson, 
Ryland Wesley; sisters, Mona 
Frazier, Hailey Jefferson, Jerinell 
Jefferson, Aiyana Frazier, Morn-
ing Star Frazier; brothers, Raven 
Frazier, Dezmon Wesley, Liam 
Jefferson, Black Cloud Frazier, 
Tyrann Jefferson, Chauncy 
Dixon. 

Pallbearers are Emmanuel 
Hickman,  Coby Roach, Keyon 
Roach, Alex Ben, Darnell Gib-
son, Jaeden Bell, Howard Tubby, 
Brandon Kennedy. 

 

Megan Leann 
Frazier 

Funeral service for Ms. 
Megan Leann Frazier will be 
held at 2 PM Sunday, December 
19, 2021 at John Memorial 
Methodist Church with Rev. 
Samuel Dixon officiating. Inter-
ment will be in Old Mt. Zion 
Cemetery. Visitation will begin at 
11 AM Friday, December 17, 
2021 at John Memorial 
Methodist Church. John E. 
Stephens Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Ms. Frazier, 33, passed away 
on Wednesday, December 15, 
2021 at Hilltop Manor in Union, 
MS. She was a member of John 
Memorial Methodist Church and 
her hobbies include traveling, 
spending time with family and 
friends. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, David Frazier, Sr. 
and Abbie Mitch; brothers, 
Michael Keith Frazier ad 
Mitchell Dewayne Frazier. 

Survivors include sister, Jan-
ice Tubby; brothers, Emilio Fra-
zier, David Frazier Jr., Devin 
Lewis. 

Pallbearers are Shaun Kopad-
dy, Leonard Kopaddy, Jr., 
Samandan Kopaddy, Cassius 
Kopaddy, Dravin Tubby, Denis 
Shumake, Jr. 

 

Floyd Franklin 
Smith 

Floyd Franklin Smith died 
Saturday December 11, 2021 
peacefully at Desoto Healthcare 
Nursing Home. He was born 
October 1, 1930 in Forest, Ms. 
He is survived by his wife Mary 
Cliburn Smith, his son Christo-
pher Stafford Smith, and his 
grandchildren Jacob Floyd Smith 
and Grace McKay Smith. There 
will be a Celebration of Life for 
him on February 19, 2022 at 1 
Memphis Street in Hernando, 
MS from noon until 3:30. Con-
tact Chris at 662-801-7727 for 
more information about the Cele-
bration of Life. 

 

Kenneth Bishop 
Funeral service for Mr. Ken-

neth Bishop was held 2 PM 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 
John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. John E. Stephens officiating. 
Interment was in East Lawn 
Cemetery. Visitation was 11 AM- 
2PM Thursday, December 16, 
2021 at John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services. 

Mr. Bishop, 72, passed away 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 
Anderson Regional Medical 
Center. He lived in Neshoba Co. 
his whole life. He was Baptist by 
Faith. His hobbies were fishing, 
hunting and racing.  

He is preceded in death by his 
parents Henry Earl Bishop and 
Annie Inez Stevens Bishop; sis-
ter, Frances McKee; brothers, 
Jimmy, Billy, Clinton, Douglas, 
and infant Johnny Earl Bishop. 

Survivors include wife, Kay 
Bishop; daughter, Janice Boze-
man (Rodney) of Phila.; son, 
Michael Bishop (Lisa); sister, 
Patsy McCorkle of Little Rock, 
MS; brother, Prentiss Bishop of 
Phila.; (3) grandchildren, Brit-
tany, Alli Rae, Kaylee; (3) great-
grandchildren; host of nieces and 
nephews. 

 

Susan Renee 
Killen Dawkins 
A private family memorial 

service for Ms. Susan Renee 
Killen Dawkins will be held at a 
later date. Ms. Dawkins, 43, 
passed away Wednesdy, Decem-
ber 15, 2021 at Anderson 
Regional Medical Center in 
Meridian, MS. She lived in Laud-
erdale County most of her life. 
She was preceded in death by her 
father, Gary Dwight Killen. Sur-
vivors: Mother, Dell Mitchell of 
Toomsuba; Son, Riley Behm of 
Toomsuba; Sister, Jennifer Flem-
ing of Canada; Brother, John 
Killen of Philadelphia.
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Tom Wallace 
Cox

MR. TOM WALLACE COX 
SERVICES DECEMBER 

18 
FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
INTERMENT SANDTOWN 

CEMETERY 
 

MR. SANFORD “RUSTY” 
RYALS 

SERVICES DECEMBER 
20 

MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 
INTERMENT  

ARLINGTON BAPTIST 
CEMETERY 

 
MRS. JOTY SICKLES 

MEMORIAL SERVICE TO 
BE AT LATER DATE 

 
MR. JOHN KELLEY 

CREMATION

McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 

601-656-1212 
www.mcclainhays.com

MR. KENNETH BISHOP 
2 PM THURS., DEC. 16, 

2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
EAST LAWN CEMETERY 

 
MR. TONY WRIGHT 

2 PM FRI., DEC. 17, 2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
BOND BAPTIST  

CEMETERY 
 

MS. MEGAN LEANN  
FRAZIER                      

2 PM SUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 19, 2021          

JOHN MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH   

OLD MT. ZION CEMETERY                 
 

MR. EDDIE WAYNE  
MAYFIELD 

CREMATION 
 

MS. SUSAN RENEE 
KILLEN DAWKINS 

CREMATION 
 

MR. JIMMY BENEFIEL 
CREMATION

812 Pecan Avenue • P.O. Box 34 
Philadelphia • 601-656-1515 

www.johnestephenschapel.com 
Our Family Serving Your FamilyPastor David Storment

Open House 
October 24, 2021 
Sunday 1-3 p.m. 

Newly Renovated 
th Campus 

Dedication Services  
for New Campus 

Sunday, November 14th 
at 10:45 a.m. 

Guest Speaker: 
Rev. Bob Wilburn serves as 

the Mississippi District  
Superintendent of the  

Assemblies Of God.

601-938-2471
17691 Hwy 19 South 

Philadelphia,MS

10460 Rd 561 
Philadelphia 
601-656-1191 

www.beckfuneralhomeinc.com

MR. ANTHONY “A.J.” 
WILSON, JR. 

1 P.M. MON., DEC. 27, 
2021 

UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM 
INTERMENT 

GREATER ROSE HILL 
CHURCH CEMETERY, 

UNION

TOM WALLACE COX

Cox remembered 
for family, service

OBITUARIES

FLASHBACKS

DECEMBER 22, 1941 
Six Neshoba County 4-H 

club members were presented 
with gold or silver medals for 
outstanding project work in 
1940-41 at the Junior Council 
meeting held at the court-
house. The winners are; Bob-
bie Ruth Kennedy, Coldwater, 
gold medal for best leader-
ship.  

M.B. Henley, Neshoba 

County Tax Assessor, was re-
elected Vice President of the 
Central District of the Missis-
sippi Tax Assessor's Associa-
tion at the Convention held in 
Jackson. He was also named 
on the Legislative Committee.  

 
DECEMBER 23, 1951 
Dr. Frank M. Blackwell 

will head the Philadelphia 
Exchange Club as President 

with Clarence Mitchell, retir-
ing official, as Vice President. 
Other officers are; W. Howard 
Cole, Secretary and Jesse 
Houston, Treasurer.    

Dr. John A. Crawford of 
Louisville, has been awarded 
the Silver Beaver Award for 
the outstanding work he has 
done as a Scouter and this 
comes as the highest honor 
according to the Area Coun-

cil. The award was made at 
the 27th annual meeting of 
the Boy Scouts and Scouters.  

 
DECEMBER 22, 1961 
Dr. Pete H. Rhymes, Presi-

dent of the Philadelphia-
Neshoba County Chamber of 
Commerce, has made the fol-
lowing appointments for 
Committee Chairman. The 
appointments are; Vernon 

Gamblin, Industrial Commit-
tee; Q.S. McElvin, Retail 
Trade; Thurman Thompson, 
Solicitation; Victor Carlson, 
Merit Program.  

Miss Marilee Summers is 
to be honored at the Philadel-
phia Goodwill Drawing and 
will participate in the drawing 
of cash awards. She will be 
presented a gold key to the 
City of Philadelphia from 

Mayor Ab Davis Harbour. 
Miss Summers is making 
good in Hollywood and the 
people of Philadelphia and 
Neshoba County can be justly 
proud of her recent accom-
plishments.   

     
DECEMBER 24, 1971 
Sunday school attendance 

at Bloomfield Methodist 
See PAST, page 7A



The angel Gabriel was sent from God

The Devotional Page is made possible by these businesses which encourage everyone to 
attend worship services on Sunday. If your church is not listed, please call 601-656-4000. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

In Luke 1:26 we read: “The angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth.” This is headline 
news to be sure. God, meaning the one, 
true, Almighty God, sent an angel to a 
small town of probably around 500 people. 
And he sent this angel to a young girl, 
Mary, who was probably between 13-18 
years old. I’m sure throughout the Roman 
Empire men were affected by major news 
stories, but what can compare to this? 

So, what was the celestial being’s mes-
sage to Mary?  That she would conceive 
and bear a son and he was to be named 
“Jesus.” Jesus is the Greek word for 
Joshua, which means “the Lord saves.” 
The angel Gabriel was no doubt stunned 
the first time he heard the revelation from 
God of the next words he tells Mary: “He 
will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High.” 

Can it be that the eternal Son of God 
would humble himself to be born of a 
woman and suffer and die for people who 
are rebellious against God?  Angels long to 
look into these things (1st Peter 1:12), and 
angels sing praises to God and good will to 
men at this birth (Luke 2). These things are 
more wondrous to angels than to men, 
although men are the ones saved. Angels 
know the holiness of God. They know that 
the fallen angels were left to their rebellion. 
Yet God shows mercy to men, and pro-
vides a great salvation for them. 

We should observe how much God 
loves mercy. God highlights to men more 
his mercy than his justice upon his ene-
mies. God appears more wonderful in sav-
ing his people than in his works of judg-
ment. He takes no delight in the destruction 
of his enemies, but takes great delight in 
the objects of his mercy. If God has provid-
ed so great a salvation it is evident he 
means to save those who avail themselves 
of it. To be sure, none who refuse Christ 
can expect mercy from God, so we should 
listen carefully to the message Gabriel 
brought to Mary. 

Gabriel further explains to Mary that this 
child is the promised descendent of David 
who will reign over his people forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end (Luke 
1:32-33). Even now, angels worship Christ 
who sits on the throne of God (Revelation 
5).  So what Christ came to do, he accom-

plished, and will reign forever. Charles 
Wesley captured this is in his hymn: “Born 
thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a 
king, born to reign in us forever, now they 
gracious kingdom bring.” 

Mary would have been familiar with the 
words the angel speaks. They can be found 
in the prophets including Isaiah 9:7, “Of 
the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and righteous-
ness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” 
Gabriel is pronouncing the time of these 
promises has come. All Christ does fulfill 
the Scriptures, the word of God. 

We do ourselves a grave injustice if we 
aren’t familiar with Scripture. If we know 
the Old Testament, our faith will grow and 
be more stable as we see God’s unfolding 
plan coming to fruition in Christ the Lord, 
just as the prophets of God wrote down 
(see 2nd Peter 1: 19-21). 

Mary has a question not of unbelief, but 
of biology. She is a virgin. How can she 
have this child (Luke 1: 34)? Gabriel 
replies that it will be a supernatural work of 
the Holy Spirit. It will be of God. Then he 
assures her further with the revelation of 
Elizabeth’s post-menopausal pregnancy 
(Luke 1: 24-25) and the words, “nothing 
will be impossible with God,” echoing 
words God said to Sarah when she doubted 
God’s promise of a child since she was 
way past child bearing years (Genesis 18). 

Mary is a model of faith for us in the 
way she responds. She replies, “Behold, I 
am the Lord’s servant. Let it be to me 
according to your word” (verse 38). Mary 
would have known the pregnancy would 
imply adultery on her part to the watching 
world. She was being asked to risk every-
thing that gives stability to life for a young 
Jewish girl. But she believes God’s word 
and willingly submits to it. 

Things turned out well for Mary, as they 
do for all who humbly submit to God. 
Christians have more reason to extol God 
than angels. Gabriel could never say what 
Mary will sing in her song of praise: “My 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 
1:46). “Savior.” That is what Christmas is 
about.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
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NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
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Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
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CHURCH 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
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GOD’S TABERNACLE 
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10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
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414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
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LONGINO BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8794 
MORNING STAR BAPTIST 
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MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
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MT. TALLEY MISSIONARY, BAP-
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1040 Road 1355, 656-1337 
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST 
11901 Hwy. 488, 656-2301 

NEW HARMONY BAPTIST 
Waldo Rd., 656-2425 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
10091 Road 606, 656-7808 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
1007 Road 606, 656-9417 
NEW PROSPECT BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, off Laurel Hill Rd. 
NORTH CALVARY BAPTIST 
922 Pecan Ave., 656-1808 
OCOBLA BAPTIST 
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BAPTIST 
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Hwy. 21 S, 656-5065 
SALEM BAPTIST 
205 Hospital Rd. E., 656-1163 
SandHILL BAPTIST 
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12901 Road 614, 656-3511 
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Hwy. 16 E, 677-2445 
WEST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
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METHODIST 
BLOOMFIELD CONGREGATION-
AL METHODIST 
11381 Rd. 529, 656-0160 
COOK’S CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
10451 Hwy. 491 N, 656-4500 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
563 Main St., 656-1376 
HOPEWELL UNITED 
METHODIST, 10251 Road 553 
Philadelphia,  39350 
MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST 
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SANDTOWN UNITED 
METHODIST 
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SOUTHSIDE UNITED 
METHODIST 
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STEVENS CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
233 Gum St., 656-2308 

McClain-Hays
Funeral Service, Inc.

Serving this area since 1937.

601-656-1212
1002 E. Main St. • Philadelphia • www.mcclainhays.com

10430 Road 383
Philadelphia, MS 39350

601.656.7001

TIGERCAT

MORBARK

MCCLENDON
TRAILERS

LOCATED ACROSS FROM WALMART
601-575-5500

601-656-2621
919 HOLLAND AVE.

HOSPITAL DICOUNT
DRUGS

1006 Central Dr.
601-389-0020

595 E. Main
Cumberland Shopping Center

601-656-6046

Inside Walmart
601-656-5200

Open 7 Days A Week.

601-389-0020

Bring in this coupon for 50¢ OFF A
6” Sub or $1.00 OFF a Footlong Sub

at regular price • Good at all locations

PHILADELPHIA-SECURITY INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

802 Kosciusko Road • 601-656-4401

150 Hospital Rd.
Philadelphia, MS
601-656-4343
princeoil.com

Proudly serving Attala, Forrest, Harrison, Lafayette, Leake,
Jackson, Kemper, Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin,

Scott and Winston Counties.

www.thecitizensbankphila.com

GIA
GARDNER’S
INSURANCE AGENCY

P.O. BOX 188 • UNION, MS • 601-774-8202

406 S . LEWIS  AVE. •  PHILADELPHIA

CHRIS JONES, OWNER
20 WATERVIEW LANE • PHILADELPHIA

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
601-656-9461

P E R S O N A L  C A R E  F O R  YO U R  LOV E D  O N E
K at e l i n  At w o o d  •  M a r k  &  D e b ra  At w o o d

PHILADELPHIA:  101 PILOT ST.  • �601-656-7394
KOSCIUSKO: 328 GOODMAN ST.  •  662-289-2547

John E. Stephens
Chapel

FUNERAL SERVICES

812 PECAN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA
601-656-1515

We enjoy serving
you in Philadelphia,

Forest, Newton,
and Meridian.

Locally owned & operated.

720 HWY. 19 NORTH • MERIDIAN
601-483-8411

DAVID WAYNE
SMALL ENGINE

REPAIR

Stihl • ExMark • TORO
Husqvarna

For service after the sale.

14520 Road 505 • Philadelphia
601.656.9929

1012 Holland Ave. • 601-656-4244 • 800-748-8962
griffismotors.net

SM

®

America’s
         Drive•In

1/2 Price
soft drinks
everyday

from 2-4pm

601-656-5250

COMMERCIAL
BANK

A Bank for All the People.
Briarwood  •  Collinville  •  DeKalb

Meridian  •  Philadelphia

commercialbankms.com

C O L L I N S V I L L E
Joe Williams, Owner

9095 COLLINSVILLE RD • 601-626-8880 • 601-527-4010

Season-2-Season, Inc.

There’s Always Something Unique & Different at Jerome Tank.
Jerome & Linda Tank • Owners • 601.656.7104

P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M I S S I S S I P P I

1040 WEST BEACON ST. •�601.656.4802
www.tolbertchevy.com

Serving Philadelphia Since 1965.

www.neshobageneral.com

DRUG STORE

430 BEACON STREET • PHILADELPHIA

601.656.2472

LA-Z-BOY • ASHLEY • SERTA
UNIVERSAL • RIVERSIDE

319 BYRD AVE. • PHILADELPHIA
601.656.1802 • WWW.BYARSFURNITURE.COM

REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
Philadelphia

Residential • Commercial
Lots & Acreage

Property Management

325 BYRD AVE
PHILADELPHIA

601-389-0003
GoHillPhilly.com

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
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“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day 

may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (ESV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



rooms, renovating and painting 
the rooms and installing new 
flooring. 

Officials have said other por-
tions of the nursing home had 
been renovated over the years. 
The county put the latest project 
out for bids a couple of years 
ago with a projected cost of $1.6 
million. However, the bids came 
back over budget at $2.2 mil-
lion, so the project was shelved 
and delayed because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Since 
then, the costs have only gone 
up to the now projected $3.1 
million cost. 

In other matters, supervisors 
voted to: 

• Approve the purchase of a 
Dodge Durango for the Nesho-
ba County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Supervisors declared a 
2018 Ford Police Interceptor 
SUV a total loss following a 
wreck and accepted the $23,050 
settlement from insurance. That 
money will be used to pay for 
the new vehicle. 

• Approve the employment 
of Cortez Peebles as a deputy 
sheriff. Supervisors also 
approved the transfer of inven-
tory to jail. 

• Approve the termination of 
a jail staffer. They also approved 
the transition of Christian 
Breedlove from part-time to 
full-time. 

• Accepted the resignation of 
Charles Griffin from the Road 
Department. 

• Approve the employment 
of Shannon Hatcher for Emer-
gency Management. Supervi-
sors also approved an applica-
tion for an Emergency Manage-
ment Performance Grant. 

Supervisors also approved the 
purchase of a Priority Dispatch 
– MPDS Cardset Maintenance 
License for $98. 

• Approve the following vol-
unteer fire department re-
appointments: Justin Ward, 
commissioner, Linwood;  and 
Cole Arthur, commissioner, 
Dixon Fire Protection District. 
Supervisors accepted the annual 
report for the East Neshoba Fire 
District. 

• Approve the increase of the 
rental rate for a multi-purpose 
room at the Neshoba County 
Coliseum from $100 to $150. 

• Approve the employee pay-
roll ending Dec. 13 and totaling 
$236,388. 

• Approve the elected offi-
cials’ payroll ending Dec. 15, 

totaling $50,464. 
• Approve the minutes of the 

previous meeting, the out-of-
order claims and the claims 
docket through December 20. 

• Approve paying $350 
invoice to Butler Snow for its 
tax opinion of MDA CAP Loan 
Application. 

• Approve paying annual 
membership dues to the MS 
Association of County Admin-
istrators/Comptrollers for 
Chancery Clerk Guy Nowell, 
Chief Financial Officer Rhonda 
Williamson and County Admin-
istrator Jeff Mayo at $75 each. 

• Approve the board meeting 
scheduled for January, February 
and March 2022.

Neshoba County Jail Dock-
et from 12/13-12/20 

• Adrian Charles Bell, 40, of 
162 Tapasha Hina Gluta; con-
tempt of court X2 

• Jessica L Bell, 39, of 301 
W Tucker Cir; failure to appear 

• Norman Bell, 54, of 11920 
Rd 149; driving under the 
influence-1st offense 

• Christian Glen Cain, 18, 
of 10331 Rd 448; failure to 
appear X2 

• Dylan Alexander Curtis, 
24, of 2657 Hwy 80, Brandon; 
disorderly conduct 

• Jalen Davis, 24, of 271 
Northwest St; failure to appear 

• Kevin Eakes, 46, of 
10091 Rd 571; hold for inves-
tigations 

• Misty M Eakes, 33, of 
10796 McKeithan Ln, 
Collinsville; driving under the 
influence-1st offense, child 
endangerment misdemeanor 
X5 

• Brandon Joseph Ellis, 27, 
of 3348 Sand Springs Ch Rd, 
Newton; driving under the 
influence-1st offense 

• Jessica Ferguson, 38, of 
12230 Rd 355; contempt of 
court 

• Dustin Brian Graham, 26, 
of 2813 Hwy 496, Meridian; 
driving under the influence-1st 
offense 

• Spencer Harvey, 29, of 
10041 Rd 371; public drunk 

• Deric Hickman, 32, of 
11870 Hwy 16 W; contempt of 
court 

• Alethia Hitt, 42, of 10100 
Rd 109, Union; possession of 
paraphernalia 

• Randall James Jenkins, 
37, of 10041 Rd 371; petit lar-
ceny-less than $1000.00 

• Crystal McWilliams, 31, of 
10051 Rd 383; hold for other 
agency 

• Willie Miller, 64, of 917 
Gum St; contempt of court 

• Al Moore, 49, of 504 Val-
ley View Dr; failure to pay 

• Kelsea Renee Polk, 28, of 
125 Fani Lakna Cir; child neg-
lect 

• Benny Posey, 43, of 
12601 Rd 270, Union; serving 
sentence 

• Connor Powell, 18, of 
10230 Rd 428, Union; proba-
tion violation 

• Dorman Ray Sam, 54, of 
1521 26th Ave; driving under 
the influence/refusal to take 
test, child endangerment mis-
demeanor X3 

• Mia Skinner, 30, of 305 
Pearl Ave Apt 8; child endan-
germent misdemeanor, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance within correctional 

• Tyler Smith, 26, of 12091 
Rd 389; probation violation 

• Samantha Triplett, 32, of 
2281 Fairchild Rd, Morton; 
contempt of court 

• James Kirk Weems, 48, of 
100 South Ln, Newton; pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, possession of para-
phernalia 

• Kameron Bertzander 
Williams, 31, of 706 Benmor 
St, Brandon; driving under the 
influence-1st offense, careless 
driving, failure to yield to blue 
light/siren 

• Jakynzi Wilson, 22, of 265 
Cora St; failure to appear 

• Krystal Wilson, 38, of 113 
Neshoba Ln; failure to appear 
X2 

• Billy Withers, 28, of 10061 
Rd 420; hold for other agency 

 
Winston County Jail Dock-

et for Philadelphia Police 
arrests from 12/7-12/19 

• Maurice N. Armstrong, 38, 
of 3053 HWY 395 of Noxapa-
ter; controlled substance; traf-
ficking in controlled sub-
stances, MV- improper equip-
ment, hold-detainer for 
Neshoba County 

• Charles A. Bell, 40, of 162 
Tapasha Hina Fluta; fleeing or 
eluding a law enforcement 
officer in a motor vehicle, MV- 
driver’s license- none, MV- on 
insurance 

• Samuel C. bell, 40, of 119 
Mashula Lane; public drunk, 
controlled substance; posses-
sion of paraphernalia, posses-
sion of controlled substance 

• Tralanden C. Bufkin, 23, 
of 412 Coleman St. Apartment 
205; weapon-discharging 
toward dwelling of another 
causing damage to property or 
domesticated animal or live-
stock 

• Nicholas Burnside, 40, of 
318 MLK Drive; DUI- 1st 
offense, MV- careless driving, 
MV- driver’s license- none 

• Jacob Charlie, 24, of 122 
Rock Springs Trail; posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
hold; detainer for other 
agency, controlled substance; 
possession of paraphernalia, 
violation of probation- MDOC, 
bench warrant; justice court 

• Tressie M. Charlie, 45, of 
163 Tucker Cutoff Road; pub-
lic drunk, alcoholic beverages- 
unlawful possession 

• John T. Coghlan, 27, of 
7453 Ebenezer Road of 
Carthage; contempt of court; 
municipal court 

• Jacquline K. Dikerson, 34, 
of 11370 Weyerhaeuser Road; 
shoplifting; 1st conviction 
where values is $1000 or less 

• Timothy L. Dobbins, 57, of 
949 County Road 80 of Wood-
land; hold for MDOC 

• Jackie L. Dunn, 40, of 
10351 Road 573; contempt of 
court; municipal court 

• Samantha A. Eubanks, of 
274 Byrd Avenue; domestic 
violence- aggravated assault 

• Brian Frazier, 42, of 163 
Tucker Cutoff Rd; MV-no 
insurance, MV-driving on 
wrong side, DUI-1st offense, 
public drunk 

• Debra D Harrington, 46, 
of 409 Barham St; simple 
assault-fear 

• Gary A Henry, 35, of 104 
River Oaks Cir; controlled 
substance-possession of mar-
ijuana less than 30 grams or 
synthetic cannabinoids 10 
grams or less in motor vehicle 

• Casey Horton, 35, of 
10010 RD 1311, Union; DUI-
1st offense, license-driving 
while revoked or suspended, 
MV-tag-none or expired, MV-
no insurance 

• Cordero Jackson, 41, of 
10500 Rd 747; public drunk 

• Heather Jensen, 43, of 
10090 Rd 383; public drunk 

• Steven R Kirkland, 53, of 
10861 Rd 751; contempt of 
court-municipal court 

• Tenisha McAfee, 45, of 
241 Atkins St; stalking/harass-
ing 

• Kaytlin T Peeples, 23, of 
1012 E Myrtle St; malicious 
mischief-misdemeanor-value 
under $1000, simple assault-

causing bodily injury, bench 
warrant-chancery court 

• Keri Polk, 21, of 1140 
Redwater Rd, Carthage; pub-
lic drunk, disorderly conduct-
failure to comply with request 
or command of law enforce-
ment officers 

• Quendal R Sam, 26, of 
10350 Rd 604; public drunk 

• Reginald Stribling, 48, of 
1700 Pendelton Sq Apt 5; 
shoplifting 

• Amos Thames, 29, of 62 
Miller Cir, Louisville; contempt 
of court-municipal court, 
domestic violence-aggravated 
assault 

• Samuel Wallace, 38, of 
102 Duplex Cr; contempt of 
court-municipal court 

• Randy W White, 37, of 
11581 Rd 266; contempt of 
court-municipal court 

• Marcus D Wilson, 36, of 
301 Beach St; controlled sub-
stance-trafficking in controlled 
substances, hold-detainer for 
Neshoba County SO, false 
identifying information

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Union man arrested by 

Neshoba County authorities in 
Lauderdale County on Tues-
day is wanted in multiple 
jurisdictions for crimes, 
including burglary and vehicle 
theft. 

Richard Rash, 43, of 11010 
Road 240, Union, was arrest-
ed at approximately 10 a.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 21, in Laud-
erdale County by Neshoba 
County Sheriff’s deputies with 
the assistance of Newton and 
Lauderdale county law 
enforcement.  

Neshoba County Sheriff 
Eric Clark said Rash is want-
ed by multiple jurisdictions 
but that he would be brought 
into Neshoba County’s cus-
tody first. 

Clark said Rash had been 

on “a crime spree” 
and had been eluding 
authorities for some 
time. 

“Many of our 
friends have been vic-
timized by his 
actions,” Clark said. 

Rash was held on 
an investigative hold 
Tuesday as deputies 
worked to determine what he 
would be charged with. Rash 

remains in the Nesho-
ba County Detention 
Center. 

Clark said Rash is 
wanted locally for the 
theft of a 1997 
Chevrolet diesel work 
truck taken from a 
residence on Highway 

21 South after midnight 
on Dec. 6. The vehicle 

was later recovered after it 
was abandoned on the side of 

Highway 15. 
Rash is wanted in connec-

tion with a number of crimes 
reported around the time of 
the stolen truck, including a 
car wash burglary in Newton 
County and another one in 
Neshoba County, as well as a 
burglary at Easom Hardware 
in Sebastopol, Clark said.  

Rash is also wanted in con-
nection with incidents report-
ed in Montgomery County, 

Lowndes County, Webster 
County and Thomasville, Ala-
bama, Clark said. 

Rash had been on the run 
in a white Toyota extended 
cab pickup with a trailer. 
Clark said the original color 
was white but that Rash had 
painted the truck black to 
throw off authorities.

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Season-2-Season, Inc.

MANY CHRISTMAS ITEMS 
NOW 30% TO 50% OFF

NEW SHIPMENT OF MEN’S BELTS $3.95

MANY NEW SHIPMENTS ARRIVING SOON

BIG HARDWARE SHIPMENT 
NOW ON DISPLAY

ALL BALLS 30% OFF - ALL PAPER 30% OFF
MANY OTHER ITEMS 30% TO 50% OFF

NEW STOCK OF LADIES PURSES 
WAS $29.95 NOW $24.95

ALL CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 30% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS FABRICS 50% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS FLORAL 30% OFF

Manhunt for burglary suspect ends on Tuesday
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Grant 
Continued from page 1A

Church was very good Sun-
day. There were  50 present 
and 8 visitors. All enjoyed the 
Christmas Sunday school les-
sons, singing of Christmas 
Carols, and the Christmas 
party.  

The Okobala Church 
Christmas party given in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Her-
manthomas was enjoyed very 
much by thirty-five members. 
They ate supper exchanged 
gifts and sang Christmas car-
ols.  

 
DECEMBER 25, 1981 
Farmers are being hurt by 

inflation. Let's think econom-
ics. Farmers are being hurt by 
inflation. This is no big sur-
prise with fuel, fertilizer, 
chemicals, and farm labor 
going higher. Prices at the 
present time have not risen to 
the level needed to offset 
these rising prices at the low 
level of production we have 
had due to two extremely dry 
years.    

Sgt. Micheal S. Fulton, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Arlon Futlon 
of Route 3, Philadelphia, has 
graduated from the U.S. Air 
Force manpower management 
specialist course at Keesler 
Air Force Base, Miss.     

 
DECEMBER 22, 1991 
Two cases involving juve-

niles, one of them a grocery 

store burglary and the other 
shooting of cars in parking 
lots with B-B guns, were 
among cases investigated dur-
ing the weekend by Sheriff 
Glen Waddell.  

     
DECEMBER 22, 2001 
Finding the $3 million 

needed to complete the four-
laning of Mississippi 16 has 
been assured by the three 
member state Transportation 
Commission, Central District 
Commissioner Dick Hall said 
during the visit to Philadel-
phia last week.         

  
DECEMBER 24, 2011 
While there are new leads 

in a string of credit and debit 
card thefts at Pearl River 
Resort, casino officials say 

the personal financial infor-
mation of guests is now 
“secure and protected”.Past 

Continued from page 5A

Richard 
Rash
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Neshoba County recorded 

30 new COVID-19 cases and 
no new deaths in the past 
week, according to the 
MSDH’s Dec. 21 report. 

Neshoba County has now 
recorded a total of 6,806 cases 
of COVID-19 and 210 deaths 
since the pandemic began in 
March 2020. 

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians reported nine 
new positive cases of COVID-

19 and no new deaths in the 
past week as of Dec. 20. The 
total number of positive cases 
for the Tribe now stands at 
2,514, with 124 deaths. The 
Tribe reported two new hospi-
talizations in the past week. 

As of Dec. 21, 34% of 
Neshoba County is fully vacci-
nated, and 30% of people in 
the county have received at 
least one dose, according to the 
MSDH. 

Neshoba Central High 
School reported between one 
and five positive cases of 

COVID-19 for the week of 
Dec. 6 through Dec. 10. No 
students or staff have been 
quarantined. 

Statewide, since the pan-
demic began in March 2020, 
299,360 confirmed COVID-19 
cases have been recorded by 
the MSDH along with 225,269 
probable cases, totaling 
524,629 cases. There have 
been 6,956 confirmed 
COVID-19 deaths, along with 
3,431 probable deaths, totaling 
10,387 deaths.

Minimal COVID cases reported

The Neshoba County Sanitation
Department announces the following

COUNTY GARBAGE COLLECTION
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

The Regular Routes will be picked 
up on Christmas Eve

Friday, December 24th, 2021

Please have garbage out by 
7:00 AM on Friday, December 24th 

as the pickup time will vary. 

The waste convenience center at the
Unit Facility Building will be 

closed Christmas Day.

Merry Christmas!
Neshoba County Sanitation Department

The birth of Jesus
The Goodhope Baptist Church’s live drive-thru Nativity was held this past weekend. Picture 
are Benny Peebles and Belynda Adkins as Mary and Joseph. Maylee Monday is the angel. 
She is the daughter of Joey and Katie Monday. The Gospel of Luke records the birth of 
Jesus when his parents went to Bethlehem where he was born in a manger. “And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!’”



By COLEMAN EAKES 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
homas Shoffner 
said he has always 
been intrigued by 
cooking. 

Shoffner said 
his mother, Susan Shoffner, 
taught him and his brother, 
Leavy, how to cook at a young 
age because she wanted to 
ensure her sons could take care 
of themselves and not have to 
live off of fast food. 

“My mom taught me and my 
brother how to cook as soon as 
we could read,” Shoffner said. 
“She would let us follow the 
directions on the cake box and 
monitor us to make sure we did 
it right.”  

Shoffner said Southern tradi-
tions are important to him, and 
he likes to honor them.  

“In the South, food always 
brings people together and has a 
way of bringing a small dose of 
joy even in a dark moment,” 
Shoffner said. 

Shoffner’s grandmother, 
Wilma Warren, taught him how 
to make buttermilk biscuits, and 
he still enjoys baking today.  

He especially loves to bake 
cookies with his daughter, 
Meredith, who is 3 years old 
and already knows how to add 
different spices to foods. 

Shoffner grew up in the 
Forestdale community in 
Neshoba County, where he has 
now returned after living in 
Maryland for work and meeting 
his wife, Heidi. They have been 
married for four years. 

Shoffner is a licensed profes-
sional counselor and runs his 
own company, “Finding Hope 
Counseling Services LLC,” 
with the help of Heidi.  

Together they hope to spread 
the message about the impor-
tance of mental health, especial-
ly in small towns like Philadel-
phia.  

 
SWEET POTATO SOUP 
Ingredients: 
2 large sweet potatoes, 

diced 
2 chicken breasts, boneless 

and skinless, diced 
1c sliced mushrooms 
2 stalks celery sliced 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Directions: 
Cover sweet potatoes with 

water and an inch over them 
in a medium soup pot. Cook 
until tender. Blend with an 
immersion blender or in 
batches in a regular blender. 

While cooking potatoes, 
sauté chicken in 2T cooking 
oil, season with salt and pep-
per. Remove chicken, reserve 

drippings, cook celery and 
mushrooms. Add into a pot 
with puree. Enjoy! Top with 
Season All or smoked salt if 
desired. 

 
VEGAN BLUEBERRY 

PAVLOVAS 
Ingredients: 
 
Meringues 
¾ cup liquid from a 15.5-

16oz can of chickpeas 
¼ teaspoon cream of tartar 
½ cup sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 
Directions: 
1. Heat the oven to 200F 

with the racks in the upper-
middle and lower-middle 
positions. Line 2 cookie sheets 
with parchment paper. 

2. Combine the chickpea 
liquid and cream of tartar in 
the bowl of a stand mixer fit-
ted with the whisk attach-
ment. Beat on medium speed 
until foamy, 2-3 minutes. With 
the mixer still on medium, 
gradually pour in the sugar, 
followed by the vanilla. 

Increase the speed to high and 
continue to beat until the mix-
ture forms stiff peaks, about 5 
more minutes. 

3. Scoop the meringue into 
a piping bag fitted with a ½ 
inch tip and pipe low circles 
about 2in across. Bake until 
they are dry and crisp, about 
1 ½ hour. 

4. Transfer the cookie 
sheets to wire racks and let 
meringues cool completely 
before serving or storing in 
airtight containers for up to 1 
week. 

 
Coconut Whipped Cream 
1 (14oz) can full-fat 

coconut milk (Thai Kitchen or 
Taste of Thai, no fewer than 
12g fat per serving) 

¼ - ¾ cup powdered sugar 
½ tsp vanilla extract 
1. Chill your coconut milk 

in the refrigerator overnight, 
being sure not to shake or tip 
the can to encourage the sepa-
ration of cream and liquid. 

2. The next day, chill a 
large mixing bowl 10 minutes 
before whipping. 

3. Remove the coconut 
milk from the fridge without 
tipping or shaking, and scoop 
out the thickened cream, leav-
ing the liquid behind. 

4. If your coconut milk 
doesn’t harden, you can try to 
salvage it with 1 – 4Tbsp tapi-
oca starch during the whip-
ping process. 

5. Place hardened cream in 
your chilled mixing bowl. 
Beat for 30 seconds with a 
mixer until creamy. Then add 
vanilla and powdered sugar 
and mix until creamy and 
smooth, about 1min. Avoid 
over whipping because it can 
cause separation. Taste and 
adjust sweetness as needed. 

6. Use immediately or 
refrigerate – it will harden 
and set in the fridge the longer 
it’s chilled. Will keep for up to 
a week. 

 
Pavlova Assembly 
1. Do not do this until just 

before serving. 
2. Layer coconut whip on 

top of meringues. Add blue-
berry pie filling on top of that. 

 
JAM THUMBPRINTS 

 
Ingredients: 
 
2 cups almond flour 
¼ cup coconut flour 
½ cup raw or granulated 

sugar 
1 teaspoon baking powder  
1/8 teaspoon salt 
7 tablespoons coconut oil, 

melted and cooled slightly 
1 large egg 
1 teaspoon almond extract 
1/3 cup Bonne Maman 

Preserves (I like the four fruit 
type) 

 
Directions: 
1. In a medium bowl, stir 

together the almond flour, 
coconut flour, sugar, baking 
powder, and salt. 

2. In another medium 
bowl, stir together the coconut 
oil, egg, and almond extract. 

3. Add the flour mixture to 
the wet mixture and stir until 
combined. The dough will feel 
quite wet. Let sit for 10 min-
utes, which allows the coconut 

flour to absorb the liquid. 
4. Preheat the oven to 350F 

and line a cookie sheet with a 
piece of parchment paper. 

5. Roll the dough into 1” 
balls and place 2” apart on the 
prepared cookie sheet. The 
dough will feel quite greasy, 
but this is ok. 

6. Using your thumb, make 
an indentation about ¾ of the 
way down into each cookie. 
You may want to reform the 
edges if they start to split. 

7. Fill each indentation 
with about ½ teaspoon of jam, 
being careful not to overfill. 

8. Bake for 8 minutes or 
until the cookies have started 
to brown on the bottom. 

9. Cookies will be soft when 
they come out of the oven. 
Cool for 5 minutes on the 
sheet to let them firm up, then 
remove to a cooling rack. 

10. Refrigerate in an air-
tight container for up to 4 
days. They also freeze very 
well for longer storage.

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Congratulations to Neshoba 

County High School Junior Ty 
Martin for being selected to 
attend the United States Senate 
Page School in Washington, D. 
C. He was one of 30 students 
who were selected nationwide 
and the only one from the state of 
Mississippi. He will return to 
NCHS in the fall of 2022. 

This is a prestigious honor not 
only for him, but also for NCHS, 
Neshoba County, and Mississip-
pi. 

~ 
Mary Poppins came to life 

onstage recently in Oakhurst 
Baptist Church when the Decatur 
Community Players presented 
the musical, "Mary Poppins." 
The lead was played by Sofie 
Satterfield. This was her 9th 
show with the group which is an 
active part of the community in 
Decatur, Georgia. 

Sofie is a talented young per-
son who has performed in vari-
ous genres of the performing arts. 
She did a fabulous job in this lat-
est show in which she danced, 
sang, and spoke as Mary Poppins 
who is her" absolute favorite 
character of all time and was so 
excited to play her", according to 
her mother, Sarah Satterfield. 

Her proud Philadelphia 
grandparents, Bob and Lynn Hol-
land Benson were in the audience 
and were thrilled with Sofie's per-
formance, as always. They are 
her number one fans after her 
mother. Congratulations! 

~ 
Fifty-four years ago on 

December 16th, St. Peter's 
Catholic Church in Bassfield, 
Mississippi was the setting for 
the marriage of James and Jo 
Beth Clark McGilbra. They have 
been residents of Philadelphia for 
many of those years. They are 

now retired and enjoy spending 
time with their grandsons. Jo 
Beth grows beautiful flowers and 
is an avid gardener. Congratula-
tions! 

~ 
The University of Southern 

Mississippi awarded a Masters 
Degree of Education, CALT to 
Gabi Sparnecht during gradua-
tion ceremonies on December 
9th on the Hattiesburg campus 

This advanced degree was the 
culmination of much hard work 
while teaching at Philadelphia 
Elementary School. She is excit-
ed to live out her dream with her 
students and grateful to her par-
ents and those who supported her 
during this time. Her parents, 
Ron and Juan Burt Sparmect, and 
her extended Philadelphia family 
are so very proud of her. Congrat-
ulations! 

~ 
Grace Dabbs is now a gradu-

ate of Samford University in 
Homewood, Alabama! She 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree and plans to pursue an 
advanced degree at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical Center 
in Jackson. 

Christy Elise Comby received 
her diploma from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. She 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Forensics. 

After three years of study, 
Ally Loper Brantley was award-
ed a Doctor of Nursing from 
USM's Nurse Anesthesia pro-
gram. 

Kelsey Moore is another 
recent graduate of USM with a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing. 
She will prepare to take the exam 
for certification. 

Congratulations to each of 
these new graduates and best 
wishes for the future! 

Heyley Holland graduated 
from Mississippi State Univesity 
Starkville campus. She earned a 

Bachelor of Science in Mechani-
cal Engineering. 

~ 
A salad luncheon and gift 

exchange was part of the Christ-
mas bridge party given by Susan 
Windham at their farmhouse on 
December 16. 

The farmhouse was beautiful-
ly decorated for the season with a 
gigantic Christmas tree that 
reached all of the way to the top 
of the high ceiling in the down-
stairs den. A lighted garland of 
greenery accented the fireplace 
mantle. There were festive touch-
es and candles placed all over. 

Two rounds of bridge were 
played before guests sat down for 
lunch at a charming table with a 
centerpiece of grapevine trees 
woven with lights and surround-
ed with greenery. Each person 
brought a different kind of salad 
with red velvet cake for dessert 
provided by Susan. A "Dirty 
Santa" gift exchange organized 
by Jan Cooper brought laughter 
and smiles. A final round of 
bridge concluded the fun day. 

Those attending in addition to 
Susan Windham were Jan Coop-
er, Susan King, Ellen Kilgore, 
Marianne Enochs, and June 
Nowell. Guests were Nancy 
Williams and Linda Pair. 

~ 
I wish each and every one of 

you a very Merry Christmas and 
a blessed New Year. God bless 
those who mourn and prayers for 
comfort. 

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

T

Thomas, Meredith and Heidi Shoffner

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Shoffner learned to cook from mother



LINWOOD FIRE  
DEPARTMENT 

Linwood Volunteer Fire 
Department will be changing 
the day and time of our 
monthly board meetings to 
the third Tuesday of every 
month, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. This is our regular 
board meeting that is open to 
the public.  

 
FUNDRAISER FOR  

TORNADO VICTIMS 
McClain Chapel Pente-

costal Church is hosting a 

special singing on Saturday 
evening, January 15, 2022 at 
5:00 P.M. to raise money to 
support the tornado victims 
whose homes and communi-
ties were devastated by 62 
tornadoes on December 10, 
2021. Any churches that 
would like to participate can 
make donations and have 
their praise team attend and 
sing a couple of songs to 
support our efforts. Individu-
als can help by attending 
and, if possible,  making a 
donation. McClain Chapel’s 

address is 11201 Road 462, 
Philadelphia, MS 39350. 
Donations can be mailed to 
Ray Crocker at 10320 Road 
468, Philadelphia, MS 
39350. Churches that would 
like for their praise team to 
participate can call Brother 
Robert Sharp at (601) 416-
4326 for more details. 

 
MLK PARADE 

Tentative plans for the 
annual MLK Parade and 
community activities will be: 

Saturday January 15th, 
2022 at 11:00 a.m. for the 
MLK Parade. The line-up 
starts at 10:00 a.m. on Poplar 
Avenue and ends at Philadel-
phia High School. 

The parade route will be 
the same as the Christmas 
parade. 

Applications are available 
at the Economic Develop-
ment Office (Depot) mem-
bers,and the Neshoba County 
Library. 

The annual MLK Banquet 
will be on Saturday January 
15th, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 

100 Burt Drive/Philadel-
phia/attire: Dressy 

Tickets are $15.00, and 
can be purchased from any 
community in action mem-
ber.  

Monday January 17th, a 
Day of Service, 
community/street clean up. 
Detailed info on the Day of 
Service will be given to vari-
ous churches and organiza-
tions.  

 
2022 SHOOTING SPORTS 

It is that time of the year 
again where we are starting 
to prepare for our upcoming 
2022 Shooting Sports sea-
son. The 4H Shooting Sports 
Club offers 6 disciplines 
such as Archery, Shotgun, 
.22 rifle, .22 pistol, Air Rifle 
and Air Pistol to youth ages 
8-18. The goal of this club is 
to teach the youth of our 
community about firearms 
safety and conservation dur-
ing weekly practices while 
enjoying friendly competi-
tion. While accomplishing 
our main goal of firearms 
safety, it is our hope that the 
kids will learn a great deal of 
responsibility and have fun 
while doing so. Parents who 
have youth interested in join-
ing our Shooting Sports club, 
will need to attend our 
mandatory interest meeting 
at the Neshoba County Coli-
seum on Tuesday, January 
11TH at 6:00 p.m. in the 
lobby. Both the parents and 
the 4H’er will need to be 
present. During this meeting 
we will discuss the prof-
itability of enrolling in 4H as 
well as details regarding the 
Shooting Sports Club. The 
membership dues are $20 per 
discipline, and the paper-
work and fees (checks 
ONLY) will need to be 
brought back to the office by 
February 11th. Please call 
the office at 601-656-4011 to 
RSVP to the meeting or if 
you have any questions. I 
look forward to meeting you 
all!! 
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Of Local Interest

Mississippi Home care donates toys
In lieu of exchanging gifts with each other for Christmas, the staff of Mississippi Home 
Care of Philadelphia chose to help a local resident Blake Stone in his annual toy drive for 
Children's of Mississippi. Pictured are Hannah Tingle OT, Alex Tingle RN,  Leslie Nagel 
DPT, Hope Ware LPN, Renee Willis, RN , Joni Pope LPTA, Ashley Triplett RN/ Clinical 
Director, Wendy Cumbeland, RN/ Patient Care Manager

Christmas Village on display
Keith May stands next to the Christmas Village he created and sets up in downtown 
Philadelphia each year. This year the village is set up in a storefront next to the Justice 
Court building across from the Courthouse. May, who works at Weyerhaeuser, has been 
setting up the ceramic village he created in downtown Philadelphia since 2017. It features 
an animated Ferris wheel, a merry-go-round, Santa and his reindeer, among other items.

Photo by COLEMAN EAKES
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See LEGALS, page 4B

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be received in the 

Neshoba Central HVAC, Restrooms, 

Doors, and Windows Replacement

(PHASE III)

Neshoba County School District

(Philadelphia, Mississippi)

-
-

-

-

bid in lieu of a sealed bid shall be sub-

-

-

-

-
rized to do business in the State of 

-

-

effect that the bid enclosed therewith 

-

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

ESTATE OF CLYDE BERNELL 

KITTRELL,

-
istrator

JAMES A. TUCKER, JR.; SHELIA B. 

TUCKER; REGIONS BANK;

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; NESHOBA 

COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR NESHO-

BA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, FIRMS 

AND CORPORATIONS HAVING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITA-

BLE INTEREST IN

AND TO THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED LAND SOLD FOR

TAXES ON AUGUST 29, 2011, PAR-

CEL NO. 03200-21-011.003, PPIN 

17708,

LYING IN NW 1/4 OF SECTION 21, 

TOWNSHIP 12 NORTH,

RANGE 10 EAST, NESHOBA COUN-

TY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND DOES 1-75, INCLUSIVE                                                                           

DEFENDANTS

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS HAV-

ING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUI-

TABLE INTEREST IN AND TO THE 

FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LAND 

SOLD FOR TAXES ON AUGUST 

29, 2011, PARCEL NO. 03200-21-

011.003, PPIN: 117708, LYING IN NW 

¼ OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 12 

NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, GREN-

DADA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND 

DOES 1-75 INCLUSIVE

-

-
-

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

GUY NOWELL , CHANCERY CLERK

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

ESTATE OF CLYDE BERNELL 

KITTRELL,

-
istrator

VIRGINIA F. NEESE; FRANCIS 

HICKS; JOHN HARVEY FRAZIER;

WILLIAM NAPOLEAN FRAZIER, 

JR.; THE UNKNOWN HEIRS

OF BILLIE FRAZIER A/K/A WILLIAM 

NAPOLEAN FRAZIER;

MCDANIEL TIMBER COMPANY, 

INC.;

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; NESHOBA 

COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR NESHO-

BA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, FIRMS 

AND CORPORATIONS HAVING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITA-

BLE INTEREST IN

AND TO THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED LAND SOLD FOR

TAXES ON AUGUST 26, 2013, PAR-

CEL NO. 05200-26-003.000, PPIN 

3958,

LYING IN SE1/4 OF SECTION 26, 

TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH,

RANGE 11 EAST, NESHOBA COUN-

TY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND DOES 1-75, INCLUSIVE                                                                           

DEFENDANTS

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS HAV-

ING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUI-

TABLE INTEREST IN AND TO THE 

FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LAND 

SOLD FOR TAXES ON AUGUST 

29, 2011, PARCEL NO. 03200-21-

011.003, PPIN: 117708, LYING IN NW 

¼ OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 12 

NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, GREN-

DADA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND 

DOES 1-75 INCLUSIVE

-
dants other than you in this action 

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

GUY NOWELL , CHANCERY CLERK

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

-

-

-

                                                                              

                                                                              

-

-
ter of the validation of the above-de-

Neshoba

-

validation of the issuance of said obli-

-

-

Public 
Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-

-
-

-

-

  

-
sion

Neshoba County

-

The Contractor

will be given One Hundred and Fif-

teen (115) calendar days to com-

plete the job.

-

January 12, 2022  at 10:00 a.m.  at 

Sealed bids are due no later than : 

10:00 a.m.  ON  January 26, 2022 - 

BID OPENING  at the

-

be included with the sealed bid in or-

Choctaw Housing Authority reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids and 
waive any informalities.
Indian Preference will be given to all 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be received at the ad-

-
shoba County Career Technical Center 

-

Re-Roof at Philadelphia-Neshoba 

County Career Technical Center

(PHASE II) (REBID)

East Central Community College

(Philadelphia, Mississippi)

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
rized to do business in the State of 

-

-

Public 
Notices

effect that the bid enclosed therewith 

-

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

ESTATE OF CLYDE BERNELL 

KITTRELL,

-
istrator

VIRGINIA F. NEESE; FRANCIS 

HICKS; JOHN HARVEY FRAZIER;

WILLIAM NAPOLEAN FRAZIER, 

JR.; THE UNKNOWN HEIRS

OF BILLIE FRAZIER A/K/A WILLIAM 

NAPOLEAN FRAZIER;

MCDANIEL TIMBER COMPANY, 

INC.;

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; NESHOBA 

COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR NESHO-

BA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, FIRMS 

AND CORPORATIONS HAVING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITA-

BLE INTEREST IN

AND TO THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED LAND SOLD FOR

TAXES ON AUGUST 26, 2013, PAR-

CEL NO. 05200-26-003.000, PPIN 

3958,

LYING IN SE1/4 OF SECTION 26, 

TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH,

RANGE 11 EAST, NESHOBA COUN-

TY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND DOES 1-75, INCLUSIVE                                                                           

DEFENDANTS

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

FIRMS AND CORPORATIONS HAV-

ING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUI-

TABLE INTEREST IN AND TO THE 

FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LAND 

SOLD FOR TAXES ON AUGUST 

29, 2011, PARCEL NO. 03200-21-

011.003, PPIN: 117708, LYING IN NW 

¼ OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 12 

NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, GREN-

DADA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI; AND 

DOES 1-75 INCLUSIVE

-
dants other than you in this action 

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

GUY NOWELL , CHANCERY CLERK

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

                      

-

The Board of Trustees of the Neshoba 

-

-

-

-

Neshoba County School District

Public 
Notices

Publish 3 times: December 22 and 

29, 2021 and January 5, 2022

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

TASHA DIANE SAM, DECEASED                                                              

C. A. NO. 2021-498

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the 
-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF

UNBORN CHILD FELTER, Deceased

CAUSE NO.: 21-CV-00331-KK

CRYSTAL FELTER, Petitioner

RULE 81 SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

-

-
est in and to the Estate of UNBORN 

-

-
-

25TH DAY OF JANUARY 2022, 

AT 9:00 A.M.

-
-

-

YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO FILE 

AN ANSWER OR OTHER PLEADING, 

BUT YOU MAY DO SO IF YOU DE-

SIRE.

-

Publish Three Times.

Issued at the Request of:

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF

UNBORN CHILD FELTER, Deceased

CAUSE NO.: 21-CV-00331-KK

CRYSTAL FELTER, Petitioner

SUMMONS

-
-

-
-
-

-

-

-

Guy Nowell

Issued at the Request of:

Public 
Notices

SUBSTITUTED TRUSTEE'S NOTICE 

OF SALE

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

and the entire indebtedness secured 

-

-

-

the County Courthouse of Neshoba 
-

-

TRACT ONE:

-
-

TRACT TWO:

feet to the South line of County Road 

-

TRACT THREE:

-

-

-

TRACT FOUR:

-

TRACT FIVE:

-

TRACT SIX:

LESS AND EXCEPT:

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

feet to the South line of County Road 

-

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-

-

Public 
Notices



By FELDER RUSHING 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Poor Big Jim, my over-

sized potted rubber tree. Now 
close to half a century old, the 
aging tropical giant wannabe 
keeps trying to do his whale of 
a thing, in a little bathtub of a 
pot.  

He’s been through thick 
and thin with me, from being 
rooted as a cutting off a mon-
ster tree when I was stationed 
in San Diego back in my 
1970s navy days, through a 
few unsuitably dark habitats 
during our college years, and a 
lot of hit-and-miss situations 
since.  

Nowadays, because I travel 
so much for weeks and 
months on end, he is safely 
ensconced in my son’s beauti-
ful big house with its tall win-
dows and guaranteed warmth. 
Every time I visit, my grand-
daughter Ali and I give him a 
physical exam, making sure 
he’s comfortable in his now 
forever home.    

Still, Big Jim longs to be 
his big natural self; trouble is, 
his ambitions are hampered by 
the size of his pot, large as it 
is. Unlike his parent plant 
growing outdoors in Southern 
California’s subtropics, unless 
I haul him to a frost-free cli-
mate to set him free to roam, 
there’s no way he’ll ever get 
large enough to shade a school 
bus.  

So, life as a potted plant 
has harsh constraints. Every 
winter my cold-sensitive 
plants collected from afar are 
clustered by a big window in a 
humidity-sharing mini-jungle. 
I have an extensive collection 
of Sansevierias (you can’t 
imagine how many different 
forms of mother-in-law 
tongue there are), plus a large 
weeping fig nearly as old as 
Big Jim and a huge ribbon 
Dracaena that get cut back to 
leafless hat racks every fall to 
reduce the annual leaf raking 
that happens naturally when 
plants are brought in from out-
doors.  

Like goldfish in a bowl 
yearning for the ocean, all are 
victims of their confinement. 
Because they can’t forage nat-
urally for survival, they have 
to be provided regular nurture 
and nutrients - essentially arti-
ficial life support. 

And even shade-loving 
understory jungle plants need 
energy-giving light or they 
will get spindly and weak. 

Most do best beside or near a 
south, east, or west window, 
or under an expensive array of 
indoor lighting; without 
enough of this radiated energy 
they may subsist for years, but 
they will fail to live even close 
to their potential. And it does-
n’t take a Buddhist to appreci-
ate that plants, in their way, 
can be miserable.   

Those that get enough light 
and warmth, plus water as 
needed (not as much in the 
winter), and occasional fertil-
izers, have two more difficul-
ties to deal with: Dust, which 
covers their light sensors, and 
humidity which thanks to 
modern heating and air condi-
tioning is nigh impossible 
indoors. Dehumidifiers and 

smaller windows are the main 
reasons we can’t grow ferns 
and palms indoors as well as 
did the Victorians; low humid-
ity and inattention also pre-
vent my growing African vio-
lets like my grandmother’s.  

Luckily, there are quite a 
few plants that tolerate fairly 
low light and low humidity, 
essentially those with big, 
slick leaves. Among my favs 
are rubber tree, weeping fig, 
Chinese evergreen (Aglaone-
ma, one of the most depend-
able indoors foliage beauties), 
ZZ plant, dwarf and regular 
Shefflera, Dracaenas, Philo-
dendrons, wax plant (Hoya), 
dumb cane (Dieffenbachia), 
and of course Sansevierias. 
There are others, but these are 

real survivors.  
Still, like a cat looking 

wistfully out the window from 
the safety of indoors, Big Jim, 
bless his woody heart, will 
never roam free, so my son 
and I provide as best we can 
for his basic needs.    

With enough love and its 
attendant care, poor Big Jim 
may hang in there for many 
more years. 

 
Felder Rushing is a Missis-

sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.
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FOR SALE 
New Orleans Antique Water-
fall Fountain. Circulation 
pump, Cascades down vase 
to vase. It has beautiful color-
ful lights. Can paint any color, 
it comes apart. $350. Call 

601-663-0006 for more infor-
mation-- 
 
Stihl MS 250 Saw, bought 
new on 10/24/20. $225.00 
firm. 601-656-8109-- 
 

HOME FOR SALE 
18 Knight Street, 3 Bd, 2 Ba, 
2,128 sq. ft., 2 car garage, 
big yard, sprinkler system, 
gas fireplace, and a hot tub. 
It is $230,000. You can view 
pictures on facebook market-
place. 
Please call: 916-778-7268 
 

FOR RENT 
2BR 2BA Fridge, stove, air 
conditioner/heaters, laundry 
room. 1/2 utilities included. 
$550/month. 601-504-3769--

CLASSIFIEDS

FELDER RUSHING

Big Jim lives in a potted plant.

We are currently seeking 
drivers. All drivers should have 
a Class A CDL with 12 months 
of verifiable work history and 

a clean driving record.

CDL DRIVERS

All applicants are asked to set 
up an appointment.

601-656-8118
EOE/M/F/D/V

Payroll/HR Clerk

Attention:
Jenna Smith

Fax number: 1-601-656-6040
Mail: P.O. Box 646

Philadelphia, MS 39350
jenna.smith@pecofoods.com

EOE/M/F/D/V

Local poultry processing company is seeking a Clerk for 

our live production office located in Philadelphia, 

Mississippi.

Position Qualifications:
• 2-3 years office/clerical experience
• Excellent computer (Microsoft excel and word) and 

data entry skills
• Strong Payroll and HR background
• Excellent oral and written communication skills
• Willing to work flexible shift hours including some 

weekend work
• Some college education (2 to 4 years of college or 

university) is preferred

This is a clerical position and the starting rate of pay 

will be based upon the candidate’s work experience and 

education levels.  We offer an excellent benefits 

package that includes: health, dental, vision, life 

insurance and a 401(k) retirement plan.

All interested candidates should submit by fax or mail a 

cover letter and a resume to:

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-
-

-

-

-

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-

-

-
-

TRACT SEVEN:

-
-

described above will be offered for 

-

-

-
-

and accessions thereto located on the 
real estate described or situated within 

-

-

ad valorem

I will convey only such title as is vested 

/s/Chad J. Hammons

TRUSTEE

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

WILLIE MARVIN ANDERSON, DE-

CEASED

CIVIL ACTION NO: 2021-168

TERRY W. ANDERSON                                                                            

ADMINISTRATOR

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 

ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 

any right, title or interest as heirs 

of WILLIE MARVIN ANDERSON, de-

ceased.

-

-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-
-

said Deed of Trust was transferred 

and

-

Jan-

uary 5, 2022 within the lawful hours of 

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

to be 11650 ROAD 325, UNION, MS 

39365 -
cy between this street address and the 

-

Public 
Notices Potted plants are like fish in a bowl



By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Leake Academy junior guard Miri-
am Prince seemingly has all the tools 
to play basketball at the next level. 

Prince is a proven winner for the 
Rebelettes, helping guide the team to 
the Class 5A state championship and 
the MAIS Overall championship last 
year. This year, Leake is off to a 16-1 
start and is the No. 1 ranked team in 
Class 5A. 

Prince is a proven scorer as well 
and is rapidly moving up the school’s 
all-time scoring chart, much like her 
father, Philip Prince, who is the 
school’s second all-time leading scor-
er. 

She is a legendary gym rat, putting 
in numerous hours of practice during 
and after the season. 

Prince is also a straight-A student at 
Leake and a devout Christian, helping 
with her father’s basketball ministry at 
The Arc. 

Now it’s just a matter of Prince 
finding the right place to play after 
high school. 

Leake coach Amanda Hatch, who 
is fourth on Leake’s all-time scoring 
list and played four years at Mississip-
pi College, said Prince has what it 
takes to play at the next level, whatever 
that may be.  

“First of all, Miriam is a great kid 
and has the whole package,” Hatch 
said. “She is going to make sure that 
her homework and her studies are 
attended to. She is going to be a great 
teammate and has great character. On 
the court, she can do it all. She can 

score in any way that you can think of. 
She can get to the rim with either hand 
and can handle pressure, double and 
triple teams.” 

Prince is currently averaging 18.4 
points, 5.2 assists, four rebounds and 
3.4 steals a game. She currently has 
1,693 points for her career, putting her 
at 12th on the school’s all-time scoring 
list, but a strong finish to the season 
will put Prince inside the top 10 with a 
chance to get No. 2 all-time before she 
finishes her career. 

When it comes to college, Hatch 
said she has no doubts about Prince’s 
ability to play at the next level. 

“I definitely think she can play 
Division I,” Hatch said. “I don’t know 
if it will be SEC or Power 5. It just kind 
of depends. But I have seen Mississip-
pi State, when they were a Sweet 16 
team, have a player in their top six that 
was not as good as Miriam Prince. I 
think she will have great opportunities. 
We are in the private school associa-
tion and don’t get a ton of looks in gen-
eral and don’t get a ton of respect. We 
do compete against public schools 
throughout the year and are generally 
successful against them.” 

Prince, who is 5-foot-8-inches tall, 
plays point guard for the Rebelettes 
and wants to follow in her father’s 
footsteps and play college basketball.  

“I would say that I’m a mid-major 
to an SEC school type of player,” 
Prince said. “I think I have the poten-
tial to be there if I keep on working and 
going as hard as I can. I have received 
some letters and have talked to some 
coaches and texted some others. I’m a 
Mississippi girl and a homebody. I 

would love to play at Mississippi 
State.” 

Hatch said she has talked to several 
college coaches about Prince and has a 
consistent message for all of them. 

“I remember talking to one college 
coach and telling them, she is going to 
live in the gym and going to make 
thousands of shots in the offseason, 
and that’s no exaggeration,” Hatch 
said. “She loves the game and is going 
to live in the gym and is going to put in 
the time. She’s 5’-8” but a long and 
scrappy 5’-8”.” 

Like any coach, Hatch is always 
looking for areas of improvement in 
her players. 

“She is also a talented defender as 
well,” Hatch said. “She puts a lot of 
pressure on the ball and understands 
the game, which is always good for a 
college player. There are a lot of great 
characteristics there. I stay on her 
about her off-the-ball defense. That’s 
something you can keep working on 
and getting better at in practice.” 

This past summer, Prince played on 
the AAU circuit in hopes of catching 
the eye of some college coaches.  

“I think AAU was great for her,” 
Hatch said. “I think that and her gain-
ing about 10 pounds of muscle in the 
off-season. She can get the ball inside 
and finish it and get the and one, get 
her own rebound and score like a post 
player would. She has gotten a lot 
tougher, and I think that came through 
the AAU.” 

Prince said she enjoyed the AAU 
experience and is looking forward to 
playing again this summer. 

“I didn’t know a lot about it when I 

started,” Prince said. “My dad said we 
are just going to go and play, no prac-
tices, just go and wing it. I loved it and 
loved my coach and the players. I had 
some good games and the privilege of 
playing with some good players. We 
played against some of the top players 
in Mississippi. The college coaches 
can come in July, and that would be 
nerve-wracking. There would be 
chairs filled with college coaches, 
everywhere from East Central to 
UConn.” 

While Prince is a standout in the 
gym and the classroom, she enjoys 
helping her father in his sports-based 
ministry at The Arc. 

“The Arc has been so special,” 
Prince said. “The worship has been 
awesome. We often see our acts of 
service as singing or sitting in a pew, 
but I love how the Arc lets me use one 
of my gifts, basketball, to share the 
love of Jesus. We put some courts up 
on the Westside and have been able to 
do some camps. Basketball has always 
been a big part of my life, and my fam-
ily’s life and Jesus has been as well. 
My dad has gotten to go on ministry 
trips all over the world and play bas-
ketball. He said, why not bring it back 
to our community. I think it has a lot of 
power to reach people.” 

While Prince stays busy with 
school, basketball and ministry pur-
suits, she hasn’t lost focus of one goal. 

“A lot of girls and I want to go 
back-to-back, district, north half, state 
and overall,” Prince said. “We wanted 
to go undefeated, but Pillow had other 
plans.”

By DALE MCKEE 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Jackson State’s fairy tale 

football season of 2021 ended in 
Atlanta this past Saturday as the 
Tigers fell to South Carolina 
State, 31-10, in the Celebration 
Bowl. 

The game is considered the 
national championship of the 
historically black colleges and 
universities. The news was not 
all bad for the Tigers as Deion 
Sanders was named the Eddie 
Robinson Coach of the Year; his 
son Shedeur was named the 
winner of the 11th annual Jerry 
Rice Award as the top FCS 
freshman. Coach “Prime” also 
stole the sports headlines from 
the top football programs in the 
country by signing the No.1 
rated high school recruit in 
defensive back Travis Hunter of 
Shawnee, Georgia, who turned 
down Florida State.  

Mississippi State (7-5) will 
travel to Memphis next Tuesday 
to face Texas Tech (6-6) in the 
Liberty Bowl. This will be the 
Bulldogs’ 12th year in a row to 
go bowling. Last year, MSU 
went to the Armed Forces Bowl 
with a 3-7 record and beat Tulsa. 
Coach Mike Leach will be 
going against his former team in 
Texas Tech, which fired him in 
2009, after a 10-year run at Tech 
in which he went 84-43. MSU is 
a 10-point favorite in the con-
test. The bad news for the Bull-
dogs is their All-American 
offensive guard Charlie Cross is 
expected to be an early pick in 
the NFL Draft and announced 
his intent to go pro and forego 
his college eligibility.  

Mississippi State is taking 
over the Big Apple. This past 
weekend, the New York Mets 
hired former MSU All-Ameri-
can baseball player Buck 
Showalter. Showalter has won 
1,551 games in 20 seasons as a 
big-league manager. He joins 
the New York Giants head 
coach and former Bulldog foot-
baller Joe Judge in the city that 
never sleeps. 

The South All-Stars held off 
the North All-Stars, 27-24, in 
the 73rd Annual Bernard Black-
well All-Star Classic in Gulfport 
this past Saturday. 

The South’s offense scored 
on the game’s first play, and 
then their defense intercepted 
four passes in building up a 27-
10 lead before they held off a 
late fourth-period rally by the 
North squad. The South’s 
MVPs were Sumrall quarter-
back John Ford and Lake defen-
sive lineman and MSU signee 
Kalvin Dinkins. The North 
MVPs went to Lake Cor-
morant’s quarterback Telvin 
Amos and Southaven’s defen-
sive back Dillon Williams. The 
South coach was Laurel’s Ryan 
Earnest, and Louisville’s Tyrone 
Shorter led the North. The 
South now leads the series 35-
29-5.  

Seattle Seahawks quarter-
backs coach Austin Davis was 
hired as the offensive coordina-
tor at Auburn this past week. 
The former West Lauderdale 
and USM football star played 
for St. Louis, Cleveland, Seattle 
and Denver in the NFL before 
joining Seattle in 2019 as an 
offensive assistant.  

Ole Miss (8-3), Mississippi 
State (8-3) and Southern Missis-
sippi (4-6) all will open confer-
ence play next week. The Rebel 
cagers will host Florida next 
Tuesday, State will entertain 
Arkansas that same day, and 
USM will host Rick Stansbury’s 
Western Kentucky team next 
Thursday. Stansbury is a former 
MSU head coach, and his Hill-
toppers (8-4) are coming off an 
impressive home win over 
Louisville. 

Jones College men’s basket-
ball is the lone unbeaten team in 
the Mississippi JUCO league. 
The Bobcats (10-0) are ranked 
13th in the country and are dom-
inating their opponents. They 
have five players averaging in 
double figures and have 
outscored their opponents by 
nearly 24 points. East Mississip-
pi (8-2) is ranked 19th, while 
Northeast (8-2) comes in at 25. 
The Jones women (7-1) are 
ranked No. 9 nationally.  

Wishing everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

  
Dale McKee is a resident of 

Waynesboro resident. He has 
been writing about sports in 
Mississippi since 1973. 

Sports
JSU’s great 
season ends 
in bowl loss

Leake Academy’s Miriam Prince drives to the basket in last year’s Overall championship game.

Leake’s Prince aims at playing 
next level basketball
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Neshoba Central boys bas-

ketball team entered the week with a 
three-game win streak. 

Last week the Rockets defeated 
Northeast Lauderdale 54-53 and 
Kosciusko 47-26. The Rockets 
entered the week with a 4-7 record. 

The Neshoba Central girls picked 
up two victories as well. The Lady 
Rockets defeated Northeast Laud-
erdale 82-32 and Kosciusko 78-56. 

The Lady Rockets entered the 
week with a 12-0 record. 

Neshoba Central was to visit 
Northwest Rankin on Tuesday.  

Next week, the Rocket teams 
travel to Noxubee County on Tues-
day and host Newton County on 
Thursday. 

Rockets 54 
NE Lauderdale 53 

    
Zae Goodin hit back-to-back-to-

back 3 point shots in the third quarter 
to lift the Rockets over Northeast 
Lauderdale last Tuesday. 

Goodin led with 18 points while 
Bryceton Spencer scored 15. 

  
Rockets 47 

Kosciusko 26 
Neshoba Central kept up a steady 

attack as they knocked off 
Kosciusko last Friday night. 

Spencer led with 14 points, and 
Goodin put in 10 points. 

“We are starting to come together 
as a team,” Coach Russell Cruise. 
“We have our football players, and 
they are adjusting. We are getting 
better each game.” 

 Lady Rockets 86 
NE Lauderdale 32 

 
The Lady Rockets had this game 

wrapped up before the half. 
Carly Keats led with 25 points, 

while Hama’ya Fielder added 21 
points, and Denise Denson scored 8 
points. 

  
Lady Rockets 78 

Kosciusko 56 
Hama’ya Fielder scored 24 

points, and Carly Keats added 17 to 
lead the Lady Rockets past 
Kosciusko. 

Shaylynn Hunter scored 12 
points, and Veronica Williams added 
10 points.

Neshoba Central boys on 3-game winning streak

Neshoba Central’s William Drei-
fuss looks for someone to pass 
off to during an earlier game.
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Anderson signs with EMCC
Neshoba Central’s Eli Anderson signed with East Mississippi Community College to further 
his football career.  Anderson was a member of the Rockets football team and will be a grad-
uate of Neshoba Central. He is the son of Brian and Lea Ann Anderson. Pictured are, front 
row from left, Eli’s brother and QB coach, Brady Anderson, his mother, Lea Ann Anderson, 
Eli Anderson, his father, Brian Anderson; second row from left, Coach David Huffman, Coach 
Curtis Blackburn, Coach Dareyl Carter, Head Coach Patrick Schoolar, Coach Shannon Ruf-
fin, Coach Kip Fulton, Coach Jacob Johnson.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Choctaw Central Warriors 
remained undefeated as they 
picked up two victories last week 
in prep basketball action. 

Choctaw Central defeated 
Southeast Lauderdale 63-53 and 
Gentry 67-52 as they improved to 
15-0. 

The Choctaw Central girls 
entered the week with an 11-3 
record. Both teams return to action 
on Jan. 4 when they visit the 
Kosciusko Whippets. 

  
Warriors 63 

SE Lauderdale 53 
The game was close, but the 

Warriors had the scoring edge in 
all four quarters as they pulled out 
the win. 

Choctaw Central led 17-15 
after the first quarter. They 
outscored the Tigers 19-17 in the 
second quarter and led 36-32 at the 
half. Choctaw Central outscored 
the Tigers 14-10 in the third quar-
ter and carried a 50-42 lead into the 
final stanza. The Warriors had a 
13-11 scoring edge in the final 8 
minutes to win. 

Elias Bell led the Choctaw 
scorers with 13 points. Abram Cot-
ton added 12 points, Thomas Tan-
gle added 11 points, and Dreydon 
Tubby scored 10. 

  
 

Warriors 67 
Gentry 52 

Hayden Jones scored 18 points 
to lead the Choctaw Central War-
riors to a 15-point win over Gentry 
in the Tupelo classic. 

The Warriors led 11-9 after the 
first quarter. They outscored Gen-
try 15-13 in the second quarter and 
led 26-22 at the half. Choctaw 
Central outscored Gentry 18-14 in 
the third quarter and carried a 44-
36 lead into the final quarter. They 
put in 23 points in the fourth quar-
ter to ice the win. 

Elias Bell added 16 points, 
Johnny Vaughn scored 13, and 
Thomas Tangle added 12.

Warriors remains undefeated

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Leake Academy basket-
ball teams only got in one game 
last week but managed to come 
away with a pair of district wins 
over East Rankin. 

The Leake girls improved to 
16-1 on the season as they beat 
East Rankin 69-24 while the 
Rebels took a 57-40 win. 

Leake is scheduled to play in 
the Kirk Academy Tournament 
this week, with the boys set to take 
on Tri-County on Monday at 2 
p.m. and the girls set to take on 
Bayou at 3:30 p.m. On Tuesday, 
the Leake boys will take on Cen-
tral Holmes at 12:30 p.m. while 
the girls will play MRA at 2 p.m. 

  
Rebelettes 69 

East Rankin 24 
The Rebelettes outscored the 

Lady Patriots in every period and 

cruised to a 45-point win on Friday 
in their only action of the week. 

Leake started fast as they 
jumped out to a 26-9 lead in the 
first period and 17-11 in the second 
to lead 43-20 at the half. Leake 
Academy put the game away in 
the third, outscoring East Rankin 
19-2 to take a 62-22 lead. Leake 
finished by outscoring East 
Rankin 7-2 in the fourth to take the 
win. 

Leake made 10 3-pointers in 
the game and was 27-of-52 from 
the field.  

Three Rebelettes scored in 
double digits as Miriam Prince had 
19 points, eight rebounds, six 
assists and three steals. Katye 
Jones had a double-double with 16 
points and 10 rebounds, while 
Morgan Freeny had 15 points. 
Allen Kaye Willcox had 6 points, 
six steals and five rebounds. 

  
 

Rebels 57 
East Rankin 40 

The Rebels fell behind early 
but pulled away in the second half 
to take a 17-point win over the 
Patriots on Friday, despite being 
down two starters. 

East Rankin came out hot in 
the first period and led Leake 17-
15. Leake outscored East Rankin 
14-8 in the second and led 29-25 at 
the half. The Rebels pulled away 
in the third, outscoring East 
Rankin 20-9 to take a 49-34 lead 
into the fourth period. Leake fin-
ished by outscoring East Rankin 8-
6 to take the win. 

Leake got a balanced scoring 
attack to take the win. Whitt Welch 
led the way with 13 points, while 
Charlie Brantley had 10 points. 
Gavin White had eight points 
while Lucas Thomas had 7 points. 
Jack Harkins and Jake Freeny each 
had 5 points apiece.

Leake sweeps 2 games past ERA

Gibson signs with Northwestern State University
On National Signing Day, Raykivus Gibson signed with Northwestern State University to 
continue his career in football. Raykivus is a 2019 graduate of Neshoba Central High School 
and member of the Rockets football team. After high school, Raykivus played two years with 
East Central Community College. Raykivus, center, is pictured with his mother, Mary Triplett 
and his brother, Nksio Gibson.

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Union girls ran their record 
to 12-0 on the season with two 
more wins this past week. 

The Lady Yellowjackets took a 
pair of wins, beating Philadelphia 
36-27 and Newton County 46-30. 

The Yellowjackets lost both of 
their games as they fell 45-29 to 
Philly and 63-41 to Newton Coun-
ty. 

Union will play in the Lamar 
School Tournament this week as 
the girls take on Northeast Laud-

erdale on Monday at 11:45 a.m. 
The Union girls will play the win-
ner of West Lauderdale and Sylva 
Bay on Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. The 
championship game is set for 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

The Union boys will take on 
Newton County Academy on 
Monday at 1 p.m., with the winner 
taking on the winner of West 
Lauderdale and St. Patrick’s on 
Tuesday at 4:45 p.m. 

  
Lady Yellowjackets 36 

Philadelphia 27 
The Lady Yellowjackets got off 

to a fast start in each half and used 
that advantage to take a 9-point 
win over the Lady Tornadoes. 

Union jumped out to a 16-7 
lead in the first period, but Philly 
took the second period 8-4 to lead 
20-15 at the half. Union then 
outscored Philly 10-1 in the third 
to lead 30-16, going to the fourth. 
Philadelphia outscored Union 11-6 
in the fourth for the final margin. 

Kamiya Russell led Union with 
14 points, while Keirra Russell had 
10 points. Georgia Cooper also 
chipped in 5 points. 

Union picks up a couple more wins
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Dear Santa, 
Heaven Dorman 4 wants 

frozen toys 
Marykate Dorman 4 wants 

peppa pig toys 
Hunter Luke Dorman 11 

months wants light up toys and 
musical theater toys  

Trinity  Dorman  12 wants 
makeup ,a phone and a tv 

Tucker Dorman 10 wants 
makeup, trucks and cars 

 
Dear Santa, 
I would like a pair of Hey 

Dudes shoes size 3, Couple 
more Popits, New Shirts with 
Dogs, fish or hunting on the 
back of them, New Drake 
Jacket like my big Brothers, 
New Bluetooth Speaker, Belt. 

Thanks, 
Joshua Cooley  
 

Dear Santa Claus,  
  My name is Nevaeh. For 

Christmas,  I would like a barbie 
doll and a baby doll. My broth-
er, Azariyan, would like a new 
toy gun and and new dinosaur 
that roars. My baby brother, 
JaRyus, likes to play with boun-
cy balls and blocks. We will 
make cookies for you and can't 
wait to see you. Merry 
Christmas! 

 
Dear Santa, 
Hello! My name is Tayzlynn 

Hickman and I am 5 years old. I 
live in Standing Pine. I have 
been very good this year and 
have been thinking of what I 
would like for Christmas. 1. 
Trampoline. 2. Puppy. 3. Kitten.  
I am very excited for yout visit 
and will leave out some snacks 
for you and your reindeer. 

Love,  
Tayzlynn Hickman 
 
Dear Santa Claus,  
We are the Zebra Class in 

Kindergarten at Neshoba 
Central. We are trying very hard 
to be on our best behavior! 
Below is a list of the things we 
would like for Christmas: 

Carter Boswell: dirt bike 
Devin Brown: Trick r Treat 

Sam costume 
Jesse Broxton: trampoline 
Gerald Carter: pool table 
Hadley Dellapenna: Barbie 

farm 
Sky Edwards: a Barbie 
Ricky Evans: play house 
Brantley Ingram: Pokémon 

playset 
Kaislyn Latimer: a castle 
Braxton Lewis: PS4 
Jihanna McCarty: Barbie 

house 
Josie Meadows: roller skates 
Olyvia Nicholson: Gabby 

playset 
Rylie Parks: a tablet 
Tinsley Rounsaville: roller 

skates 
Keagon Shannon: a comput-

er 
Matthew Sharp:  fidget spin-

ner 
Logan Smith: hover board 
Ryleigh Stokes: Barbie cas-

tle 
Ryder Sullivan: T-Rex 
Marleigh Ryan Taylor: slime 
Sophia Thrash:  Barbie 

camper 
Conner Warren: big truck set 
Ja’Nyla Wells: fidgets 
Zaylee Williams: Barbie car 
*P.S. Mrs. Neese, Mrs. 

Vines, and Mrs. Stewart have 
been very good too. Please 
remember to bring them some-
thing nice for Christmas. We 
will remember to leave the rein-
deer some special food on our 
lawns. Hope you enjoy the milk 
and cookies we will leave for 
you. Tell Mrs. Claus hello. 
Thank you! 

We love you,  
The Zebras 
 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Beau Cliburn and I am 6 
months old! I have been very 
nice this year. For Christmas, I 
would like some red Solo cups.  

Love, Beau 
P.S. I will leave you some 

milk and cookies under the tree.  
 
Dear Santa, 
My name is Karsyn Leigh 

Germany, and I just turned 9! I 
have tried to be a very good girl 
this year!  What I would love 
most this Christmas is a swing 
set with monkey bars, a new 
backpack and lunchbox, and 
any toys you think I would like. 
I will leave you milk and cook-
ies!  

P.S. Please don’t forget to 
bring my new baby brother 
something also! 

Merry Christmas, Santa! 
Love, Karsyn 
 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Bracie Hancock, 

and I am 7 years old. I have 
been very good this year. I want 
a hoverboard and a pink rain-

bow doll. Thank you for all the 
presents last year. I’ll leave out  
some milk and cookies for you.  

Love,  
 Bracie  
 
Dear Santa,  
My name is William 

Hancock, and I am 4 years old. 
I have been mostly good this 
year. I want a bike and a choo 
choo train. Thank you for the 
great gifts you brought me last 
year. I’ll make sure to leave out 
some milk and cookies for you.  

Love,  
William   
 
Dear Santa,  
My Name Is Peyton Sawyer. 

I Am 9 Months Old, and I have 
been very good this year. I 
would like you to bring me a 
play mat, toys, clothes, shoes, 
and anything you might want to 
bring me. Please remember my 
family and friends.  

 Love, Peyton Sawyer  
 
 

Dear Santa

From our families to yours,

Merry Christmas!

Hollan Kemp Barnett, Zach Barnett, Layton Barnett and Lauren Barnett 

The Barnett Family
Chad and Heather Nelson with their daughter, Kyndall,  

and twin sons, Konner and Kemper 

The Nelson Family



Dear Santa, 
I hope that you have a safe 

trip. I know that I have been 
naughty. I am sorry! I will try 
my best to be nice for 
Christmas. I want a skateboard, 
food toy, and LOL doll.  Thank 
You! 

From Logan 
 
Dear Santa,  
I know I have been a little 

naughty, but in all I have trying 
to be good. Me and my sister 
Charlotte have liked each other a 
little bit more. I hope I get a tel-
escope this year. Maybe I will 
see you in the Christmas parade. 
I hope Mrs. Claus is doing good. 
I can't believe people don't 
believe that you are real. Tell all 
the reindeer I said "hi". Oh, and 
daddy told me to tell you 
"What's up". We have already 
set up the Christmas decor. I 
want an Elf for Christmas. I 
almost forgot, tell Rudolph he is 
just so cute with his red nose. 
Tell the elves I said they are 
amazing. Tell Mrs. Claus I said 
"Hi". Merry Christmas Santa! 

Katie James, 8 years old 

Dear Santa,  
I am so excited for you to 

come! I love looking at the 
lights on the tree and playing 
with the ornaments. I would 
love to get a baby doll this year. 
I have tried to be good. I cant 
wait to wake up and see what all 
you brought for me and my sis-
ter Katie Christmas morning. I 
love you Santa! 

Charlotte James, 1.5 years 
old 

 
Dear Santa, 
my name is Sutton ruth 

webb, and I am one year old. 
even though I pouted when I 
saw you, I really am excited for 
you to stop by my house! I want 
you to know that I have been a 
very good girl. this year for 
Christmas I would love a 
kitchen with food, a pink comfy 
chair, and a stroller for my 
babies. please don’t forget about 
my brothers… both two legged 
and four legged. they have all 
been good, too! I’ll be sure that 
my momma and daddy leave 
out extra cookies and a cold 
glass of milk for you. thank you, 

santa, for all that you do! I hope 
mrs. claus is extra sweet to you 
when you get back home! 

merry Christmas, 
Sutton webb 
 
Dear Santa Claus, 
I have been a very good girl 

this year...mostly! I am really 
wanting ducks and cars for 
Christmas this year. Oh, and 
another baby doll! If you ask 
my mom and dad, they will say 
I don't need anymore toys...so 
don't bother asking them! God 
bless and Merry Christmas! 

Love, 
Amerine Olivia Edwards 
3 years old 
 
Dear Santa, 
The students in Ms. 

Clemons' and Ms. Martin's Pre-
K class at Philadelphia 
Elementary School have been 
quite good boys and girls this 
year.   

For Christmas, please bring 
the following: 

Alayiah ------- LOL 
Dollhouse 

Aria ----------- Flying 
Reindeer 

Dalen --------  Dog 
Dezarae ----- Playhouse 
Eriane ------- Barbie Truck 
Harper -------Toy Tea Party 
Jarvis -------- Reindeer 

Kaisley ------ Barbie House 
Kannon ----- Nintendo 

Switch 
Kaylin ------- Ice Cream Toy 
Khloe ------- Go-Kart 
Kingston ----Toy Mailbox 
Kyanna ----- LOL House 
Manuel ----- Remote Control 

Car 
Mason ------ Toy Dog 
Quorzarian -- 100 Hot 

Wheels 
Siah ----------  Motorcycle 
TJ ------------  Toy Phone 
Yuliana ------- Snowflakes 
Za'Leah ------ Barbie 

Dollhouse 
Patiently waiting! 
 
Dear Santa, 
The students in Ms. Lowrey 

and Ms. Griffin’s Pre-K class at 
Philadelphia Elementary 
School have been very nice this 
year. They are so excited and 
anxious for Christmas morning! 
For Christmas this year, each 
student has chosen one special 
item for you to bring him or her 
on Christmas morning. Thank 
you, Santa!  

 
Kryslynn- baby doll 
Dominick- blue toy car 
Ky’Onah- baby doll 
Oakleigh- Barbie boat 
Eli’Myr- LOL Doll with a 

unicorn 
Tober- motorcycle 
Kyn’Drez- motorcycle 
Alena- my little pony 
Harper- real small white 

phone 
Jace- toy dirt bike with train-

ing wheels 
Derriona- Mickey Mouse 

chair 
Ismaeel- green toy car 
London- princess castle with 

a Pikachu 
Ashanti- pink motorcycle 
Aymri- green toy car 

Christopher- shield motorcy-
cle 

Lei’ah- pink IPAD tablet 
Kamryn- big dinosaur 
La’Chyna- pink IPAD tablet 
Kanali- baby alive doll 
PS We are leaving lots of 

mild and cookies for you!  
 
Dear Santa, 

Nylah Bender  
Age: 5 
Teachers: Darlene Hunter, 

Rena Comby, Courtney Rivers  
School: Pearl River Headstart 

Room 6 
Barbie doll and a house baby 

stroller 
 
Dear Santa, 
Alaire Ketcher 
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Darlene Hunter, 

Courtney Rivers, Rena Comby 
nerf gun 
Dear Santa, 
Eisley Charlie 
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Dear Santa

Peace 
Be With You

Thinking of you at Christmastime.

As we welcome another holiday season, 

Wishing you peace, joy and good fortune always!

we’re reminded of how fortunate we are to be 
surrounded by such good friends and neighbors. 
Folks like you fill our hearts with gladness, and we 

thank you for your kindness and support.

1163 Weyerhaeuser St. • Philadelphia, MS • 601-389-2020
www.glassworxllp.com

The Hancock Family

Brad and Hillary Hancock with children Allison 

Cook, Bracie Hancock, William Hancock, and 

Robbie Ward



Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter, Courtney 
Rivers 

paw patrol toys, chase toys 
 
Dear Santa, 
Jaysa Gibson  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Courtney Rivers, 

Darlene Hunter, Rena Comby  
toy popit, ice cream popit, 

park playground set 
 
Dear Santa, 
Pailyn Eaves 
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Darlene Hunter, 

Rena Comby, Courtney Rivers  
ice cream and figif popit, 

make-u, bracelet 
 
Dear Santa, 
Sydney Isaac  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter, Courtney 
Rivers 

ladybug, superhero, my little 
pony 

 
Dear Santa, 
Meagan Hernandez 
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter, Courtney 
Rivers  

popit, babydoll, elsa movies 
 
Dear Santa, 
Malaysia Hickman  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter 
dollhouse, treehouse 
 
Dear Santa, 
Emma Johnson 
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Courtney Rivers, 

Rena Comby 
ker and d hoe unicorn in a 

bag a princess 
 
Dear Santa, 
Gabriel Brown  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter, Courtney 
Rivers 

elmo toys 
 
Dear Santa, 
Dykylie Hickman  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Rena Comby, 

Darlene Hunter, Courtney 
Rivers  

mickey mouse, cdr, baby 
doll 

 
Dear Santa, 
Cohen McMillan  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Darlene Hunter, 

Rena Comby, Courtney Rivers  
everything 
 
Dear Santa, 
Caprih Williamson  
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teachers: Darlene Hunter, 

Rena Comby, Courtney Rivers  
LOL doll, make-up, nail pol-

ish, markers 

Dear Santa Claus,  
We are the Owl Class in 

kindergarten at Neshoba 
Central. We are trying very hard 
to be on our best behavior! 
Below is a list of the things we 
would like for Christmas: 

Breland- Barbie Dollhouse  
Laney- a puppy 
Emmett- Spiderman and 

Batman action figures 
Liam- playstation 
Eciason- a puppy 
Michael- a video game 
Addie- an elf doll 
Zoey- high heel shoes 
Josie- kids cleaning set 
Cheynette- Barbie doll 
Sahyimmi- build-a-bear with 

clothes 
Emma- Barbie doll 
Isaac- a drone 
Aiden- alphabet blocks 
Naya- JoJo Siwa doll 
Kaison- Iron Man toy 
Corbin- cowboy belt buckle 
Ziya- a pink car 
Darrin- Nintendo switch 
Blake- spybot 
Cruz- Super Mario 64 game 
Kiely- Elsa, Ana, and an 

Olaf doll 
Bradley- PJ Mask house 

with heroes 
Ella-a jumpy house 
Braxton- a monster truck  
*P.S. Mrs. Fortenberry and 

Mrs. Whittle have been very 
good too. Please remember to 
bring them something nice for 
Christmas. We will remember 
to leave the reindeer some spe-
cial food on our lawns. (The 
apple is for Rudolph.) Hope you 
enjoy the milk and cookies we 
will leave for you. Tell Mrs. 
Claus hello. Thank you! 

We love you,  
The Owls 
 
Dear Santa, 
Im 5 years old, I’ve tried to 

be good but sometimes it’s hard 
if you have room on your sleigh 
I would like big black 4x4 truck 
they have one at Wal-Marts but 
they won’t let you get the dis-
play, a batman, red power 
ranger, some blue jeans, cow-
boy hat, and some new boots 
and this is one is very important 
I want my daddy to come home. 
P.S. I really want my sister’s 
Katalena and Karmin Dixon to 
come back home and stay.  

I Love you Santa 
Christopher Lathem Dixon 
 
 

Dear Santa, 
     We are in Ms. Pam Smith 

and Mrs. Mitchell's first grade 
class at Neshoba Central 
Elementary School. Our teach-
ers say that we have been work-
ing very hard this year and have 
been really sweet, so we would 
really like the following things.  

De'Ja-Phone 
Corbit-Tablet 
Lakelyn-Nerf Gun 
Jensyn-Bicycle 
Christopher-PS5 
Remi-Snowglobe 
Jayden-Tic-Tac-Toe Game 
Khloe-Kinetic Sand 
Mahogany-Kitchen set with 

food 
Hanna-LOL dolls 
Alayah-Barbie Dream 

House 
Peyton-Hatchable 
Kayden-Robot 
Aiden-Scooter 
Colsten-Toys 
Ethan-Philosoraptor 
Lainey-Slime 
Amery-Toy puppy that barks 
Cooper-PS4 
Hailey-Computer 
Braydon-Drone 
P.S. Don't forget our teachers 

they have been really good this 
year, too. Ms. Smith would like 
a new purse and Mrs. Mitchell 
would like a new coat. We hope 
you and the reindeer have a safe 
trip to Mississippi. 

Love, 
Ms.Smith and Mrs. 

Mitchell's first graders  
 
Mrs. Griffis & Mrs. Stokes' 

Flamingo Class 
NCES- Kindergarten 
*Ayden - another bike 
*Kinslee - toy horse 
*Lilly - make up 
*Bailey - make up 
* Khanaan - motorcycle 
*Riley - tablet 
*Sawyer - stuffed dog 
*River - iphone 
*Sydney - skateboard 
*Omar - iphone 
*AJ - iphone 
*Conner - motorcycle 
*Kaylani - puppy 
*McKenzie - puppy 
*Bryson - pizza 
*Asher - Motorcycle 
*Knox - Dalmation 
*Ivy - pop it 
* Alexa - puppy 
*Joseph - bike 
*Kayzlen - new backpack 
*Mia - Barbie 
*Kaylee - Barbie 

Dreamhouse 
*Greysen - motorcycle 
* Haven - earrings 
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Dear Santa

The Willis Family

Samuel Willis and Connie Willis 
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Dear Santa, 
We are the Caterpillar Class 

at Neshoba Central Elementary. 
Our teachers, Mrs. Vowell and 
Mrs. Coghlan, said that we have 
been EXTRA good this year. 
We have been working hard to 

learn our letters, sounds, and 
numbers. We have even began 
learning how to read!! Here is a 
list of things that we would 
LOVE to have for Christmas 
this year. 

Laklyn Blair, A phone 

Amari Brown, Makeup 
Yucheng Chen, Kite 
Amonie Collins, A baby doll 
David Do, Robot toys 
Harlie Ellingburg, A baby 

doll 
Nikola Hallows, Books and 

a ninja toy 
Anderson Hibbler, A football 
Sydney Hollingsworth, An 

Elsa head 
Andy Ray Johnson, A drag-

on 

Harmonie Junior, A Barbie 
Dream House 

Nathan Kilcrease, Legos 
Maxwell Logan, A big toy 

elf 
Alexander Mabon, A 

Nintendo switch tablet 
Kenzi McElroy, Elsa Doll 
Emery Nedopak, A stuffed 

unicorn 
Parker Ovitt, A telescope 
Adalyn Parker, A phone 
Serenity Perkins, A unicorn 

ride on toy and charger 
Lucia Sharp, A pony 
Easton Talamantes, A tram-

poline 
Ainsleigh Trussell, A bag of 

pop-its 
Raiun Wilkerson, Pop-its 

Cacilyn Willis, A box of pop-
its 

Korbin Wilson, T-Rex toy 
 We love you, Santa! 
The Caterpillar Class 
 
Dear Santa, 
The boys and girls in Ms. 

Cole, Mrs. Mosher and Mrs. 
Coat’s kindergarten class at 
Neshoba Central Elementary 
have tried really hard to be good 
all year. We hope that you will 
have Christmas presents on 
your sleigh for us. We have list-
ed one thing that is on our 
Christmas lists. We hope you 
have a Merry Christmas and 
thank you for all the happiness 
you bring to children and 
grown-ups all over the world.  

Bayla – Barbie 
Talia – basketball 
Sophia B. – baby doll 
John – dirt bike 
Kaelon – 4 wheeler 
Kody – dirt bike 

TaRya – a doll with a plastic 
cape dress 

Corbin – laser gun 
Bayleigh – American Girl 

doll 
Letty – purple bike 
Chandler – soccer ball 
Kynnedii – big baby doll 
Drae – Mine Craft 
La’kayla – iPhone 12 
Paisley – big big bubble gum 
Gunner – a red car 
Konner – a raptor dinosaur 
Hayes – remote control boat 
Eli – remote control boat 
Amelia – iPhone 
Bryson – dirt bike with lights 

on it 
Kinsley – yo-yo 
Jayden – dirt bike 
Sophia T. – Mermaid High 
Sabrina – Hello Kitty skates 
Damian – toy dragon 
P.S. Don’t forget about our 

teachers. They have tried to be 
good all year too! 

 

Dear Santa
The Gilmer Family

Jordan and Coyt Gilmer

The Lee Family

Richard, Robbyn, Kyndall and Karoline Taylor, Amie and Brantley Winstead

The Winstead Family
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Dear Santa, 
We are so excited for 

Christmas this year.  We have 
tried really hard to be good boys 
and girls.  We have been very 
busy learning our letters and 
numbers in our Kindergarten 
class at Neshoba Central 
Elementary. We love you and 
hope you will see our Christmas 
wishes! 

Ross Nicholson- Nintendo 
Switch 

Leia Jackson- a rainbow 
scooter 

Cooper Willis- a TV so I can 
play Minecraft 

Haze Lovern- a Ghostbuster 
go-cart and a proton pack 

Damari Lyons- a Mustang 
Chyna Hughes- a toy make-

up phone 
Wyatt Little- a crane truck 
Honor McGowen- Nintendo 

Switch 
Emma Jackson- a rainbow 

hoverboard 
Adalie McFarland- a real 

unicorn 
Aubree Harrison- a baby 

doll 

Kemper Nelson- a robot 
Godzilla 

Jesse Jolly- a go cart 
Aniya Williams- a play 

kitchen 
Ryleigh Kate Overby- Sonic 

plushies 
Paxtyn Jackson- Art supplies 
Piper Holley- Power Ranger 

Watch 
Brian Young- a race car 
Saydee McCrory- 2 million 

hundred fidgets 
Ambrey Smith- unicorn toys 
Keelian Riddle- ice cream 

truck 
Trip Bematre- a Mystery 

Egg 
Jagger Fortenberry- a danc-

ing Santa Claus 
Dustyn Snow- a Fortnite 

sniper 
Maddox Kirkland- a pet 

lizard 
Love, 
The Alligator Class at NCES 
 
Dear Santa, 
We are the Kindergarten 

Frog Class at Neshoba Central 
Elementary. Our teachers want 

you to know how hard we have 
worked this year. Since we have 
worked so hard and have 
learned so much we are writing 
to ask you for something we 
would like for Christmas: 

Braxtyn Agent- a Power 
Ranger Time Force Morpher 

Treynisa Anderson- a pink 
gumball machine 

Mason Cress- a Nerf gun 
Blaire Delap- LOL Dolls 
Dylan Donald- a new watch 
Emily Fulton- a baby doll 

that looks real 
Brantley Gray- a racetrack 

video game 
Brooklyn Gray- a Barbie 

doll 
Matthew Hardy- a four-

wheeler 
Caden Higginbotham- an 

RC car 
Addy Howard- a Baby Alive 
Vicor Hunt- a Barbie doll 
Averi Jobe- a Barbie Dream 

House  
Bella Kelly- a hoverboard  
Jayven Lewis- a dirt bike 
Paisley Perry- LOL Dolls 
Kourtland Spivey- a Barbie 

camper 
Ryleigh Tucker- a new 

Christmas shirt 
Taylor Warren- a Poppy doll 
John Cole Williamson- a 

Nintendo Switch 
Braylin Wilson- a  drone  

Princeton Wilson- a dirt bike 
Karcen Windham- a rocket-

ship 
We’ll leave you milk and 

cookies by the tree and some 
feed for your reindeer on the 
lawn. Tell Mrs. Clause we said 
hello! Please thank the Elves at 
the workshop for making all the 
toys for us. 

PS: Don’t forget to be good 
to our sweet teachers that love 
and teach us every day. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lovern, Mrs, 

Cumberland, and Mrs. 
Fortenberry’s Kindergarten 
Frog Class at NCES  

 
Dear Santa,  
We have been so wonderful 

this year in Mrs. Graham's 
classroom.  We hope that you 
and your reindeer find your way 
to Mississippi safely.  Please tell 
Rudolph that we said hello!!!!  
We are going to share one thing 
that we would like for you to 
bring us on Christmas morning.   

Harrington-Baby Yoda toy 
Taurasi-a blue bike 
Napoleon-Thomas the train 

toy 
Josie-a ride-on unicorn 
Kamila-a red bike 
Knoxx-a big red monster 

truck 
Javian-a rainbow motorcy-

cle 
Shelnaliya-pink slime 
Calvin-blue slime 
Gracelyn-a giant doll with 

the headphones 
Ethan-a drone so I can see 

things 
Jessie-a red motorcycle 
Zayden-toys 
Thank you Santa!!!  We love 

you!!!  Have a safe trip!!! 
The kindergarten students 

from Mrs. Graham and Ms. 
Tubby's class @ PRES.   

 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Atleigh Graham. 

I have been a good girl this 
year!!!  For Christmas, I would 
like a lot of fidgets!!!  I love you 
Santa!!!!! 

 
Dear Santa, 
The children of Pearl River 

Daycare Room 4 have been try-
ing to stay good all year. They 
work really hard and deserve a 
good Christmas. 

They hope that you have a 
safe trip. They would like to 
wish you and everyone at the 
north pole a Merry Christmas. 

Thank You, 
Phelicia and Crystal 
 
Here is their list. 
Austyn- Thomas the Train 

toys, Cookies, PJ Mask toys 
Steven- Trains, popsicle, PJ 

Mask Toys 
Avangeline- Everything 
Aeston-Spiderman Webs, 

Wall Climber, Sword 
Degand- Toys, crayons, cars 
Christian- Motorcycle, pop-

sicle, basketball 
Simeon- all the PJ Mask 

toys, cookies, candy 
 
Dear Santa,  
Please bring me paw patrol 

toys and unicorn toys for my big 
sister, Kayliana.  I am trying to 
be good in Mrs. Webb and Ms. 
Phillips class at Tucker 
Elementary School.  I will have 
cookies and milk for you.         
Love,  KayzLee McMillan 

 
Dear Santa, 
I have been trying to be good 

this year.  My grandma and 
papo say I have been very good 
girl.  Please bring me baby 
shark toys and baby shark blan-
ket for daycare.  Don't forget 
toys for my sister's.  I love you 
so much.     

Love,  Kayelin McMillan 
 
Dear Santa,  
My mom and dad say I have 

been so good this year.  Please 
bring me baby Yoda toys.  
Please bring toys for my 
favorite teachers at Tucker 
Daycare -Mrs. Jackie and Mrs. 
Carla.   

Love,  Kaya McMillan 
 
Dear Santa, 
Please bring me Scoobie-

Doo toys and movies.  I have 
been good.  Mom and dad say I 
try.  I love you. 

Love, Shanisa-Lynn Spears  
 
Dear Santa, 
Tucker Elementary School 

Pre-K students are looking for-
ward to Christmas and here is 
their list to Santa 

Marcin - teddy bear, Freddy, 
helicopter 

KoiDe - Paw Patrol toys, 
robots, mini games 

Asylem - play kitchen, 
Barbie, Barbie dreamhouse 

Onnesy - LOL doll, Chelsey 
doll, Barbie doll 

Kelise - talking doll, Barbie 
dream car, basketball 

Eden - talking doll, Bluey 
toys, Tablet 

Bryncess - Elsa toy, Woody 
toy, basketball 

Darrell Jr. - a bear, a monkey, 
video game 

Julyssa - Anna toy, Paw 
Patrol toy, play kitchen 

 
Dear Santa,  
We have been so good in the 

Tiger class at Neshoba Central 
Elementary. We are so excited 
for Christmas and can't wait to 
see what you bring. Here are a 
few things we would like:  

Baylee Sanders- New shoes 
Edward Smith-bat mobile 
Aleigha Kind- headphones 
Emma Closson- Hoover 

board 
Rodney Davis- motorcycle 
Tyler Pickens- Nintendo 

switch 
Lexi Jackson- Unicorn 
Forzetra Ealy- race car 
Hazel Ellington- panda bear 
Brynleigh Cotton- a bike 
Jaxon Griffin- transformer 

car 
Jamiyah Griffin- a real baby 
Piper Pilgrim- slime 
Sawyer Jenkins- Slime 
Maddaleigh Permenter- 

Barbie dream house 
Weston Moorehead- 

Nintendo switch 
Mackenzie Irons- stuffed 

unicorn 
Mila Isom- Teddy bear 
Kolson Baysinger- stuffed 

animal Eagle 
Leyton Turner- Squishys 
Waleed Aissaoui- dinosaur 
Dorothy Storey- rainbow 

unicorn 
Lukas Neal- transformer 
Jack Stewart- robot 
Joseph Breland (KB) - nerf 

gun 
 
Koi Bell 
Pearl River Headstart Room 6 
Teacher: Darlene Hunter, 

Rena Comby, Courtney Rivers  
bike, motorcyle, sootter 
 
Dear Santa,  
The Pre-K Children from 

First United Methodist Daycare 
have been really good this year. 
This is our Christmas List.  

Mrs. Lisa’s Elephant Class 
4K 

• Astriah Anderson- a snow 
globe, xylophone, and a doctor 
bag 

• William Comans- robot, 
football, and a frisbee  

• WL Davis- basketball goal, 
motor bike, and football 

• JonKyler Stokes- cowboy 
hat, hunting boots, and 
Nintendo switch  

• Jack Allen Sullivan- big 
bike, 22 gun, and skateboard  

• Addison Vaughn- baby doll 
clothes, paw patrol Marshall 
fire truck, and baby doll camper 

• Vanna Vowell- toy phone, 
robot, and polly pocket  

• Mason Walker- Paw Patrol 
Chase toys, Robot, and games 
for me and my sister 

• Paisley Wooten- Rainbow 
Puppy Dog, Barbie 
Dreamhouse, and Barbie 
Dream Closet 

 
 
 
 

Dear Santa
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Mrs. Marian’s Giraffe Class 
4K  

• Weston Cheatham- guitar, a 
digger, and dinosaur  

• Holden Day- yo-yo, race 
car, and robot 

• Annie Ellingburg- a new 
baby, candy land, and go kart  

• Maddie Embry- Dino toy, 
pop it, and unicorn squishy  

• Trey Hays- monster truck, 
bike, and fourwheeler  

• Eli Ray Heath- a blue toy 
dog so I can name it Foofer, a 
new toy gun, and a new blue toy 
car 

• Lilly House- LOL dolls, 
unicorn that walks, and doctor 
set 

• Brynlee Jones- polly pock-
et, squishy toy, and big pop-it 

• Hayden Pilgrim- light up 
pillow, doll house, and a uni-
corn  

 
Ms. Emillee’s Fish 

Classroom 4K  
• Blakely Fontan- scooter, 

princess dolls, and princess 
clothes  

• Annabelle Davis- mermaid 
doll, real lion, and a real mon-
key  

• Jorran Savage- Spiderman, 
spider man shirt, and fast shoes  

• Breland Walker- Princess 
dolls, castle, and princess dress  

• Haze Hillman- Big Elsa 
doll, soft Elsa pillow, and mer-
maid scooter  

• Brooklyn Moore- big 
shark, baby doll, and blanket 
with sharks 

• Pax Posey- ice skates, new 
cat, and little horse  

• Cooper Graham- Blaze toy, 
dinosaurs, and Paw Patrol toy 

• Katie Rea Tinsley- purple 

scooter, sky toy, and baby dolls 
• Charlee Darby- Mermaid 

tail, kitty cat, and princess belle 
pillow  

• Camille McCoy- big 
jumpy house, moana, and baby 
doll 

• Jase Copeland- tractor like 
daddy, blaze toy, and Paw Patrol 
lookout  

 
Mrs. Hope’s Llama 

Classroom 4K  
• Whitley Hollingsworth- 

boy puppy and girl kitty  
• Tripp Cumberland- 

Monster Truck, a real tractor, 
and garbage truck 

• Olivia Turner- coloring 
book, boy kitty cat, and Elsa 
costume  

• Parker Boyd- pool, barbies, 
and barbie house 

• Audrey Embry- rainbow 
smurf, T-rex toy, and toy shark  

• Remi Donald- toy shark, 
bike, and Christmas tree with 
pink lights 

• Beckham Tingle- a foot-
ball, a backhoe, and airplane  

• Ryder Tolbert- trampoline, 
toy super hero, and remote-con-
trol monster truck  

•Micah Atkinson- dinosaurs, 
monster truck, and water gun  

 • Sloane Buckley- a pink 
tent, a pink dog, and five babies.  

• Carlee Malone-Stokes- 
pink bike, pink scooter, and 
pink microwave  

• James King- go kart, 
puppy, and dinosaur toy 

 
Dear Santa, 
We are the Friendly Fish 

kindergarten class at Neshoba 
Central.  We are so excited 
because Christmas is almost 

here!  We know that Jesus is the 
true reason we have Christmas 
and He is the most special gift 
of all.  We also love the fact that 
you visit each of our houses to 
bring us something special 
because we’ve been so good.  In 
this letter we each have listed 
gifts that we would like to have 
if you can manage.  Because we 
know working makes you tired 
and hungry, feel free to relax in 
our homes and eat the snacks 
we have left for you.  Don’t for-
get to Germ-X after each house 
visit!  There are still lots of 
germs around.  Mrs. Posey and 
Mrs. Robertson have been real-
ly good too.  They have worked 
really hard.  Please surprise 
them with something special! 

Love, the Friendly Fish 
 
Evarie Allen a Barbie doll  
Raelynn Belk a train  
Jaxson Blake an RC car  
Lyndasia Collins Pikachu   
Koah Darby electric dirt bike    
Lelly Eakes a baby doll   
Lai'yah Hudson an Elsa toy    
Chip Joiner a Lego set    
Zoe LeBert makeup  
Laklynn Long an art set  
Tristan Luke a 4 wheeler I 

can ride on   
Evie May a giant LOL Ball   
Jaiden Moore a kitchen    
Della Morgan a bike    
Kate Petty a dollhouse    
Avie Phillips a Barbie 

Dream House     
Jack Polk roller skates    
Oakleigh Steele a car    
Kenzie Twillie an Elsa doll    
Charlton Wade a scooter   
Elias Wade a reindeer bell   
Bennett Webb a new bike   
Millie Williamson an LOL 

set  
Makenzie Wilson a baby 

doll   
Prince Wilson Legos 
 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Wyatt. I have 

been bad and good this year but 
If I am on your Nice List, I wish 
for an X-Box, a tablet, a new 
bike and a Hot Wheels set. 
Mam says I can’t get a dirt bike 
yet, so you may have to hide It. 
Merry Christmas     Love, Wyatt 
Greer 7 years old 

 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Waylon Mors 

Greer. I am 6 years old and i am 
in 1st grade. I have been bad a 
little bit but I am tryine to be 
good. If i am on your nice list 
could you bring me a skate 
boord, wind-up box, a four 
wheelers, car and a tablet   Tell 
MRS clause I said, “hellow 
Merry Christmas santa love 
Waylon Greer  

 
Dear Santa, 
 I want a puppy. I Want a 

baby Cat. I want I want a I 
Phone.   Love Makinley More 

 
 
Dear Santa,  
I Wont Barbie a puppy, and a 

phone.   Love Kalli 
 
Dear Santa,  
I wood like a rubic cube I 

wood not be on Notty lest. il 
want anodther puppy. i wantd a 
phone cease. I wondt anoerthur 
nerf. i want 2 dollars. i want 
more friends. i want it to snow.  
Frum David  

 
Dear Santa, 
 I dirt bike. I chriustmas tree. 

I fourwheeler. I Bike I Want 
Boots. I Want a Play Station 5. I 
want a hover boord charger I 
want clothes   Love, James 
Seales 

 
Dear Santa,  
My names is D’Nyah. I have 

been a very good girl this year 
for my momther and This sea-
son to be jolly. Here is a list of 
items in items im looking for to 
get from you this year. 1. iphone 
2. Hoover Board 3. 4Wheeler 4. 
lots of toys Also Santa I love 
D’Nyah 

 
Dear santa clause,  
I has been good this Year. I 

know my grades low but,  I, 
mod wonderful Snow. I do 
everythig my mom my tells me 
2 I would like tablet ps5 i phone 
12 and remotes cont rol car for 
Christmas and lap top. I hope 
you get this signed Love Omari 
Ellerby 

 
Dear Santa,  
I want a new bike and 

Electric Scooda. And a green 
turtle nerf gun. Thank you 
Santa.  Love JacEoh Evons  

 
Dear Santa,  
My names is KeyMoni 

Harrington. I am six year old. 
This year i have been very 
good. for Christmas please 
bring me a dinosaur and com-
puter Love, Keymoni 

 
Dear Santa,  
My Name Cody James. I has 

been vury good this year. My 
Christmas wish list is a puppy, 
PS 5, hover board, and 4 – 
wheeler. Im very excited 

 
Dear Santa, 
 My Name is Kennedi 

Barksdale. I am 6 years old. 
This Christmas I would love an 
American Doll, Rainbow High 
Doll, Barbie car, play Kitchen, 
and slime Thankt Yoo You are 
the absolutely best Santa! 

 
Dear Santa, 
 My Name is Jakaiden 

Thames. I am 6 years old. This 
year I have been a little bit of 
both naught and nice, but I 
promise to do better. I want a 
skate board, a dog, a Nintendo 
switch, and some money. I will 
leave you some milk and cook-
ies. Love Jakaiden  

 
Dear Santa For Christmas I 

Would really like an Ipad. This 
one thing will make me real ly 
happy Jordan 

 
Dear Santa, a bit LOL 

Surprise! I want a twindle 
twinlde star. I want a phone I 
want a big mermaid toy Birds 
toy Love Harmonoe Daivs 

Dear Santa

Ready for Christmas
Marty and Nala are posing in their new Christmas jammies 
as they anxiously await for Santa! They are the furrbabies of 
Patrick and Kendall Burt of House.



Dear Santa my named IS 
Kenyan Willams I would like 
have a Nintendo switch for 
Christmas. I would also like a 
present for my grandmother in 
heaven. 

 
Dear Santa, My Name is 

Trent Harris. I Am 7 years 
old.This year I have been very 
nice. For CHirstmas please 
bring me scotter, compoter, 
PS4, hoverboard, and Gaming 
Chair, LOVE Trents 

 
Dear Santa Dear Santa my 

home is Christian Carpenter Dit 
huse thit have everything lit up 
ID like an dirt bike baskest ball 
hup and tv for my ROOm.  

 
Dear Santa I have been very 

a good this year my name is 
KAspyn I wont mortal combat 
game for my switch 

 
Dear Santa, I hope I’m on 

The nICe List. I love DoLLS 
and pet cat. I have a pet Dog 
Named Nemo. He loves to play. 
I would love a pool full of 
Rainbow High Dolls Love Jada 
Moore 

 
Hi it is Stormie For 

Christmas I Want Converses 
Red or black or blue and some 
Mechanica Pencils Notebook 

and a teddy Bear a necklace a 
braceleeet love STormie.  

 
Dear Santa My Name is 

Raegan im 7 years old I would 
like a new Phone a laptop 
Airpods lol Dolls a new bike 
and sum Pop its and new 
clotehs and shoes  

 
Dear Santa My Name is 

Keonte Griffin I love Christmas 
time it’s the best time of The 
year. This year I want a Boxing 
Ring. Santa Please Stop by my 
house I have been a good boy 
Love ya. Merry Christmas HO 
Ho Ho  

 
Dear Santa I was a good girl 

this year. I wont L o L Surprise 
doll, Bike and Barbie clothes 
and shooz JoJo JojO Doll. Love 
Malaysia Murray 

 
Dear Santa, I’m 5 years old, 

I’ve tried to be good but some-
times it’s hard, if you have room 
on your sleigh I would like a big 
black 4x4 truck they have one at 
Walmarts but they won’t let you 
get the display, a batman, red 
power ranger, some blue jeans, 

cowboy hat, and some new 
boots and this is one is very 
important I want my daddy    
P.S. I really want my sisters 
Katalena and Karmin Dixon to 
come back home and stay …. I 
love you Santa, Christopher 
Lathan Dixon 

 
Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas from the 

boys and girls in Mrs. Breland 
and Mrs. Branning’s first-grade 
class at Neshoba Central 
Elementary School. We all hope 
you, Mrs. Claus, all the elves, 
and the reindeer have been well! 

This year, we have been try-
ing hard to stay on the nice list. 
Thank you for our gifts last year 
and for sending our classroom 
elf, Topper. We have had a lot of 
fun trying to find him in the 
mornings. We hope he made it 
back in time to help you get 
ready for your big night. Please 
find our list below. We hope you 
have a safe flight and a Merry 
Christmas! 

 
I would like a big LOL sur-

prise doll toy, a big reindeer toy, 
a pop tube, and a big Barbie 
house- Dyala Alanaham 

 
I would like a pop-it, a fuzzy 

octopus stuffed animal, and a 
Nintendo switch. – Blaze 
Barlow 

A rainbow dollhouse that is 
bigger than me, a camera that 
works, two pop-its, and the 
dolls to the rainbow dollhouse. 
– Zoey Boler 

 
I want a horse for Christmas, 

a puppy, a Barbie Dreamhouse, 
and a Hachimal — Shelby 
Cumberland 

 
I want all the Beyblades, the 

new Beyblades arena, fidget 
spinners, Monster trucks, Nerf 
Guns, and the Beyblades 
launchers. –Gage Forsythe 

 
I want a 4-Wheller, a man-

nequin, new drum sticks, new 
drums and a new pillow- Kate 
Jenkins 

 
I would like a football, a bas-

ketball, a basketball goal, a 
skateboard, and a PS5- 
Roderick Jones 

 
A Funko Pop! figure, a wiz-

ard puppet, ventriloquist dolls, 
the Harry Potter village Lego 
set- Parker Kilpatrick 

 
I would love an iPod, boots 

for my horse, toy horses, a 
smartwatch, and a clock for my 
room. – Madalynn King
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Meeting Santa
John Blayton Kelley, 5 and Kade Kelley, 3 visit with Santa at Red Bird Farms. 

Dear Santa
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The Alford Family

Kory, Jess and Kyler Alford 

I would like a T-Rex and a 
wiener dog- E.J. Norris 

 
I want a baby doll, a new 

jacket, a Barbie, and a globe- 
Bella Goforth 

 
I would like a jumbo-sized 

pop-it, a bearded dragon, a 
puppy, and a PlayStation. - 
Noe’ Euyoque 

 
I would like to get some 

LOL dolls, American Girl dolls, 
a bike, and a dollhouse. –
Aubree Long   

 
I would like a LOL doll, a 

make-up table, 0a dollhouse 
and some dolls for the doll-
house- Maci McCullar 

 
I want a pop-it, a camera, 

and a hoverboard, a computer 
and a smartwatch- AvaClaire 
McDonald 

 
I would like to get a pop-it, 

some board games, and some 
books. –Nicolas McKinney 

 
I want a Beyblade and I 

want a pop-it. I also want two 
books, Pokémon cards, and a 
globe. –Tristian Oubre 

 
I would like a Mosasaurs, a 

T-Rex, a Raptor, a pop-it, and 
some Beyblades. – Caleb 
Pullen 

 
I want a doll, and a drum set, 

a camera, a paint set and a dry 
erase board. – Kara Robinson 

 
For Christmas, I want a 

Rainbow High dollhouse, the 
Rainbow High dolls, a toy 

bunny, and a toy cat. – A’nyliah 
Seals 

 
Dear Santa, 
My name is John Blayton 

Kelley and I am almost 6 years 
old. I am in K5 this year at 
Leake Academy and I have 
been a really good boy! I would 
like a tablet with games, a rop-
ing bull, a dirt bike, some pop-
its, and some new clothes. I will 
have you plenty of milk and 
cookies.  

P.S. Don’t forget to bring my 
little brother Kade some gifts. 

John Blayton Kelley  
 
 
Dear Santa, 
My name is Kade Kelley 

and I am 3 years old. I would 
like a tablet with games, a 
phone, a sleigh, some pop-its 
and some new clothes. I will be 
sure to have you some milk and 
cookies.  

P.S. Don’t forget to bring my 
big brother, John Blayton some 
gifts too. 

Kade Kelley  
 

Dear Santa,  
I would like a baryonyx 

dinosaur, a boat, a T-Rex, and a 
monster truck.  

Love Jake W.  
 
Dear Santa,  
I would like new games for 

my playstation, a furReal pet, a 
pop it phone case, make-up, 
jewelry, and a triceratops.  

From Emma B  
 
 
 
 

Dear Santa
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Dear Santa, 
Our names are Luke and 

Rhett Powell, and we are 3.5 
years old. To be honest, we 
have not been good all year.  
Our MeMe says we are just lit-
tle boys. We have not asked for 
much for Christmas, and we 
know we already told you we 
would like some candy corn 
and suckers, but we would like 
to add a couple of items to our 
list. Luke would like an ambu-
lance and a school bus, and 
Rhett would like a helicopter, a 

police car, and some Mexican 
food. Please don't forget our 
Big Bubba and our Rachel, our 
cousins, and our friends at 
Granny Margaret's. We will 
leave you a nice treat by our 
tree. Please have a safe trip, 
Santa, and Merry Christmas to 
all! 

Love,  
Luke and Rhett Powell  
 
Dear Santa, 
My name is Rhett Harbor 

Isom.  I am 2 years old.  This 

year I have been a very good 
little boy.  Please bring me a 
Kubota tractor and a big, big 
hay baler, a grill, and a back-
hoe.  (I really need these.)   

Thank you, 
Rhett 
P.S.  I will leave milk and 

cookies for you and treats 
for the reindeer.  The sparkly 
food in my front yard will 
show the reindeer the way to 
my house. 

Dear Santa, 
My name is Ollie Caleb 

Benson.  I am 9 months old.  
Mama and Daddy said I am a 
very good little boy.  Please 
bring me some toys for 
Christmas.  Just surprise me.  
(I like toys that make noise 
and ones I can bite on.)  
Thank you. 

Love,  
Ollie 
P.S.  There will be special 

milk and cookies waiting for 
you and treats for all the 
reindeer.  The sparkly food 
in my yard will show the 

reindeer the way to my 
house. 

 
My name is Kinsley Rose 

Kitchens and I will be three 
years old in January!  I 
would like a swing set, a 
bicycle, a helmet, Peppa Pig 
toys, a barbie and barbie doll 
toys!  Oh and don’t forget I 
need new shoes to go with 
my collection!  And also one 
last thing Santa a baby toy 
for my baby sister that’s on 
the way!  I have been a 

sweet little girl and I will 
have you a glass of milk and 
cookies!  

Kinsley Rose Kitchens  
 
Dear Santa i would like 

an iphone 12 fidgeds. Love 
Aria 

 
Dear Santa My Christmas 

list is a Baby yoda toy a Elf 
on the shelf a Hoverboard a 
Kitchen set and a Baby glit-
ter babyz doll 

 

Dear Santa

The Bozeman Family

Kimberly, Daniel and GraceLea Bozeman
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May Your Christmas
Be Bright With Life’s

Greatest Blessings
Best wishes and sincere thanks

from our family to yours.

406 S. LEWIS AVE. • PHILADELPHIA • 601-656-3065
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:00AM - 5:30PM • SATURDAY 7:00AM - NOON

Merry Christmas Santa I 
love you. I hope you get to 
every bods house. Love Aria 
XOXO 

 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Miley Dees. I 

am 9 years old. I live in 
Mississippi. This year I have 
been mostly good. For 
Christmas I want a comfter, I 
need a underwear, id wear 
Nike’s and ill read all kinds. 
Some other things Id like if 
you have room in your 
sleigh is a makeup place to 
do makeup from your friend 
Miley.  

Dear Santa,  
What I want for Chesmas 

is. I want a happy flamely 
and my step mom to by nice 
to us. I do not no why my 
dad married that wonmen. 
And I want my mom to have 
a boyfriend and I want to be 
good at school! Love Ellie! 

 
Dear Santa, 
I want a mac book from 

everyone including you I 
will make sure to have the 
worlds best cokies out for 
you and off course milk I 
will be to bed extra erley. 
Senseley Elissa 

Dear Santa,  
My name is Liz Lyle. I 

am 4. I would like a puzzle 
and rainbow flowers. I have 
a little sister who is 1. She 
would like a broom set and a 
surprise. We are planning to 
leave out for you a candy 
cane, a cookie, and milk. I 
love you, Santa. We will 
leave 8 carrots out for your 
reindeer. I hope you have a 
good night.  

 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Kyree 

Hughes. I am 10 months old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 

Learning Center. I would 
love these items: cars/trucks, 
building blocks, and plush 
toys. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Ja’milan Patrick. I am 11 
months old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: books, musical toys, and 
clothes. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Landon Seales. I am 7 months 
old, and I attend Stepping 

Stones Learning Center. I would 
love these items: tummy-time 
activity gym, books, and 
clothes. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Sebastian Boone. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I would 
love these items: truck, balls, 
and a train set. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Willow Clemmons. I am 11 
months old and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 

Center. I would love these 
items: balls, light-up toys, and 
clothes. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Kendrea Dillard. I am 8 months 
old and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: dolls, musical toys, 
and clothes. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Santa
Jhett, Colt, Fenton and Kodi Kilpatrick 

The KilpatrickFamily



Dear Santa, my name is 
Colton Alexander. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I would 
love this for Christmas: please 
bring me and my sister Aubree a 
John Deere gator power wheel, 
we will share. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Keeslyn Hill. I am 5 months old 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: musical toys, 
stuffed animals, and clothes. I 
have been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Rayla Bennoman. I am 10 
months old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: doll, stuffed animals, and 
clothes. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Cayson Smith. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: trucks, riding toy, 
and books. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Frazier Clark. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: stuffed animals, toy 
trucks, and blocks. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Raelynn Backstrom. I am 1 
years old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I would 
love these items: LOL dolls, 
hair bows, and a baby alive. I 
have been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is Odie 

Burnham. I am 1 years old, and 
I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: balls, blocks, and a 
riding toy. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Brycen Kelly. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: blocks, dinosaur 
toys, and trucks. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Daisley Volding. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I would 
love these items: baby doll, hair 
bows, and blocks. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Titan Kessinger. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 

Stones Learning Center. I would 
love these items: trucks, clothes, 
and blocks. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Kenna Mayo. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: baby doll, riding 
toy, and shoes. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Greyson Kemp. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: balls, 
farm with animals, bluey talk-
ing toy. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Treasure Curtis. I am 1 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 

would love these items: musi-
cal toys, baby doll, and 
clothes. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Remi Foster. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: trucks, stuffed 
animals, and shoes. I have 
been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my names is 

Khari White. I am 1 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: cars, a ball, and 
blocks. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Jaxon Baldwin. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: cars 
and trucks, Legos, and books. 
I have been very good this 
year 

 Dear Santa, my name is 
Jakaiden Triplett. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: 
Spiderman toys, Legos, and a 
truck. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Tra’kiyah Bufkin. I am 2 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: a doll, coloring book 
and colors, and blocks. I have 
been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Josiah Carstafhnur. I am 2 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: cars, Lego blocks and 
paw patrol toys. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Jon Mason Kemp. I am 2 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: bluey talking toy, tool 
set, puzzles, and a tractor. I 
have been very good this 
year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Jeremiah Vance. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: cars, 
blocks, coloring book, and 
colors. I have been very good 
this year! 
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Dear Santa, my name is 

Ansen Brown. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
dump truck, a race car, and a 
football.  I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Peyton Bradley. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a baby 
doll, a dollhouse, and a Barbie 

car. I have been very good this 
year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Rickeria Burks. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a baby 
doll, a car, and a purse. I have 
been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Malikye Fortenberry. I am 1 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 

items: a ball, a toy car, and a 
dump truck. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Kaleaha Clemmons. I am 2 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: a baby doll, blocks, and 
a toy kitchen. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Dakoda Sharp. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 

Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a trac-
tor, a big truck, and a ball. I 
have been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Kartier Boyd. I am 2 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: a ball, a car, and a 
dog. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Nathan Welch. I am 2 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 

Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: paw 
patrol toys, a dinosaur, and a 
race car. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name 

Seven Burns. I am 2 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: a bike, a baby 
doll, and a purse. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Margret Warren. I am 3 years 

old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: Coco 
Melon, puppy, and clothes. I 
have been very good this year! 

Dear Santa, my name is 
Jonathon C. I am 3 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: cowboy stuff, a 
football, and some shoes. I 
have been very good this year! 

 
 
 
 

Dear Santa
Riding in a one horse open sleigh
Romy Wright and Fenton Kilpatrick with Santa in the Smokey Mountains 
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Dear Santa, my name sis 
Lennon C. I am 3 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: toy trucks, 
clothes, and some more toys. 
I have been very good this 
year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Daxton Smith. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: Paw 
Patrol toys, a race car, and a 
tablet. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Jack Burnham. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: Paw 
Patrol toys, a bike, and a toy 
truck. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

William Clemmons. I am 3 
years old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a four-
wheeler, a bike, and a football. I 
have been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

William Dempsey. I am 3 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: race cars, Paw Patrol 
toys, and a puppy. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Richard Garland. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: 
dinosaurs, a bike, and a train 
set.  I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Kaiden Lyons. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
bike, Paw Patrol toys, and a 
baseball. I have been very 

good this year! 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Skylin Mayo. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a race 
horse, a baby doll, and a bike. 
I have been very good this 
year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Aubree Smith. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: doc-
tor’s playset, Christmas stick-
ers, and a baby doll. I have 
been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Rashon Lewis. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
monster truck, a teddy bear, 
and shoes. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Chosen Spivey. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
monster truck, a hunting dog, 
and a teddy bear. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Daeghn. I am 3 years old, and 
I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: play-doh, rain-
bow crayons, and a monster 
truck. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Maxton Barnes. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: box-
ing gloves, boxing boots, and 
a boxing ring. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Mykal Fortenberry. I am 4 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 

items: a monster truck, a train, 
and blocks. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Trulee Fowler. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
bracelet, a pink ring, and a 
sparkly purse. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Judah Jenkins. I am 3 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a 
robot, a train, and a dinosaur 
monster truck. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Alijah Brown. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: a con-
trolled dirt bike, a toy car, and 
a real sword. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Ja’Kiyle Patrick. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: paw 
patrol toys, toy cars, and 
Legos. I have been very good 
this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Avery Smith. I am 5 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: Frozen dolls, 
LOL Dolls, and a Hello Kitty 
stuffed animal. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Jordynn Baldwin. I am 4 
years old, and I attend 
Stepping Stones Learning 
Center. I would love these 
items: LOL Doll, Baby Alive 
Doll, and a Frozen coloring 
book. I have been very good 
this year! 

 

Dear Santa, my name is 
Carson Bates. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: power 
ranger toy, Miles Morales toy, 
and a Spider-man. I have been 
very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Karsyn Boyd. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: blue 
toy car, blue nerf gun, and a 
Lego set. I have been very 
good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Dak Walker. I am 4 years old, 
and I attend Stepping Stones 
Learning Center. I would love 
these items: snipper toy, piggy 
bank, and a helicopter. I have 
been very good this year! 

 
Dear Santa, my name is 

Parker Warren. I am 4 years 
old, and I attend Stepping 
Stones Learning Center. I 
would love these items: 
Woody from Toy Story doll, a 
Toy Story show, and a marker. 
I have been very good this 
year! 

 
Dear Santa, 
     We are the boys and 

girls in 2nd grade at Bogue 
Chitto Elementary School.  
We have tried to be good for 
Mrs. Benson, Mrs. Duran, and 
Ms. Lewis this year.   Below 
is the list of things we would 
like for Christmas.  Thank you 
and have a safe trip.   

P.S.  On Christmas Eve, we 
will leave you cookies and 
milk for a snack and treats for 
the reindeer.     

 
Messias Allen--games 
Charlie Bell--guitar 
Nakoma Bell—green bike 
Kauai Charlie—iPhone 13 
Bluestone Clemons—sur-

prise me 
Leann Comby—trampo-

line 
Destiny Lewis—slime 

Keira Paten—Box of Pop 
Its 

Narriah Shoemake—hover 
board 

Aaron Sockey—box of 
Pop Its 

Antsen Thomas—red bike 
Kierra Willis—blue bike 
Raijen Willis—blue bike 
Thank you, 
Second Grade (2B) Mrs. 

Benson’s Class 
 
Iceis Bell—ham 
ster 
Taelor Crosby—telescope 
Christian Hickman—play 

chainsaw 
Paisley Hickman—jumbo 

Pop Its 
Trinity Jim—hamster 
Doni Mason—jumbo Pop 

Its 
AyZree Mitch—iPhone 12 
Ryson Morris—Xbox One 
Nicholas Nickey—iPhone 

13 Pro Max 
Mason Savage—PS5 
Lai’Lee Wallace—unicorn 

toy 
 
Thank you, 
Second Grade (2A)  Mrs. 

Duran’s Class 
 
Dear Santa, 
My name is John Blayton 

Kelley and I am almost 6 
years old. I am in K5 this year 
at Leake Academy and I have 
been a really good boy! I 
would like a tablet with 
games, a roping bull, a dirt 
bike, some pop-its, and some 
new clothes. I will have you 
plenty of milk and cookies.  

P.S. Don’t forget to bring 
my little brother Kade some 
gifts. 

 
John Blayton Kelley  
——————- 
 
Dear Santa, 
My name is Kade Kelley 

and I am 3 years old. I would 
like a tablet with games, a 
phone, a sleigh, some pop-its 
and some new clothes. I will be 
sure to have you some milk and 

cookies.  
P.S. Don’t forget to bring 

my big brother, John Blayton 
some gifts too. 

Kade Kelley  
 
Dear Santa, 
I have tried really hard to 

be a good boy this year but 
sometimes I just get a little 
too “wild” my Mama says. 
My elf, Ernie, has been 
watching me and he knows 
how hard I have tried to be 
good. I really want a Remote 
Control T-Rex and a trip to the 
“Big Castle” for Christmas. 
Please bring my baby brother, 
Jhett a few toys too!  

Love, 
Fenton Kilpatrick  
 
P.S. I had food for Rudolph 

because he is my favorite 
reindeer… but my dog Nova 
ate it. Mama says we will 
make more for him to eat on 
Christmas Eve Night. 

Dear Santa, 
We have been very good 

this year at Red Water Early 
Childhood Center and we 
have been thinking of what 
we would like for Christmas! 

Baby Doll, Ball, and 
Anything that makes noises - 
Sydni B. Ride-on toys, 
Blocks, basketball, soccer, 
ball, and Zoo Animals - 
Kyden A. 

Baby Shark Toys, Baby 
Dolls, and cocomelon toys - 
Zalayah T Baby Doll, Blocks, 
and Toy guitar - Caylen 

Footie Pajamas, Cartoon 
Movies, and Baby doll stroller 
- Evelyn Baby Doll, Hair 
Bows, Book - Ky'Lani B 

Baby Dolls, Cocomelon 
toys, and a tablet - Aleecia D. 

Toy Cars, Race Track, 
Books - JaKyrie L 

Barbie Dream House, 
Barbie Dolls, and Baby Dolls 
- ZaDaylia Hulk Smash Toy, 
Lebron James/Looney Tunes 
Toys, Pop It Toys -Carter T 

Dear Santa
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“The Christmas Song” 
 
Chestnuts roasting on an open fire,  
Jack Frost nipping at your nose. 
Yuletide carols being sung by a choir,  
and folks dressed up like Eskimos. 
 
Everybody knows a turkey and some mistletoe  
help to make the season bright.  
Tiny tots with their eyes all aglow  
will find it hard to sleep tonight. 
 
They know that Santa’s on his way. 
He’s loaded lots of toys and goodies on his sleigh. 
And every mother’s child is gonna spy  
to see if reindeer really know how to fly. 
 
And so I’m offering this simple phrase  
to kids from one to ninety-two. 
Although it’s been said many times many ways:  
Merry Christmas to you!

“Winter Wonderland” 
 
Sleigh bells ring 
are you listening 
in the lane 
snow is glistening 
A beautiful sight 
we're happy tonight 
walking in a winter wonderland 
 
Gone away is the bluebird 
here to stay is a new bird 
He sings a love song 
as we go along 
walking in a winter wonderland 
 
In the meadow we can build a snowman 
Then pretend that he is Parson Brown 
He'll say: Are you married? 
we'll say: No man 
But you can do the job 
when you're in town 

 
Later on 
we'll conspire 
as we dream by the fire 
To face unafraid 
the plans that we've made 
walking in a winter wonderland 
 
In the meadow we can build a snowman 
and pretend that he's a circus clown 
We'll have lots of fun with mister snowman 
until the the other kids knock him down 
 
When it snows 
ain't it thrilling 
Though your nose gets a chilling 
We'll frolic and play 
the Eskimo way 
walking in a winter wonderland 
 
Walking in a winter wonderland 
walking in a winter wonderland

“White Christmas” 
 

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, 
Just like the ones I used to know, 
Where the treetops glisten  
And children listen, 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow. 
 
I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, 
With every Christmas card I write, 
May your days be merry and bright, 
And may all your Christmases be white. 
 
I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, 
With every Christmas card I write, 
May your days be merry and bright, 
And may all your Christmases be white.

“Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” 
 
Have yourself a merry little Christmas, 
Let your heart be light, 
From now on our troubles  
Will be out of sight. 
 
Have yourself a merry little Christmas, 
Make the yuletide gay, 
From now on our troubles  
Will be miles away. 
 
Here we are as in olden days, 
Happy golden days of yore, 
Faithful friends who are dear to us, 
Gather near to us, once more. 

Through the years we all will be together, 
If the fates allow, 
Hang a shining star upon the highest bough. 
And have yourself a merry little Christmas 

now. 
 
Here we are as in olden days, 
Happy golden days of yore, 
Faithful friends who are dear to us, 
Gather near to us, once more. 
 
Through the years we all will be together 
If the fates allow, 
Hang a shining star upon the highest bough,  
And have yourself a merry little Christmas 

now.

‘The Christmas Song’

‘Winter Wonderland’

‘White Christmas’

‘Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas’

“The Christmas Song,” per-
haps better known as 
“Chestnuts Roasting On An 
Open Fire,” is a beloved tune 
cowritten in 1945 by Mel 
Tormé and Robert Wells. The 
song was reportedly penned on 
a hot July day and the writers 
had to think cool thoughts to 
evoke a feeling of the holiday 
season. This Christmas classic 
became one of the defining 
performances of Nat King 
Cole’s career, as he is one of 
the most popular artists to per-
form the song and recorded it 
on at least three separate occa-
sions.

“Winter Wonderland,” with 
its vivid cold weather imagery, 
seems like it was tailor-made 
to sing around Christmastime. 
But much like “Jingle Bells,” 
the song wasn’t actually writ-
ten for the holiday season. The 
lyrics were penned in the 

1930s by Richard Bernhard 
Smith, who was suffering from 
tuberculosis at the time and 
holed up indoors. Smith stared 
out his window observing kids 
playing innocently in the snow 
and wrote a poem evoking 
feelings of the carefree days he 

once knew. Smith’s friend and 
musician Felix Bernard took 
the lyrics and composed a 
melody to go with them. Even 
though the song never specifi-
cally mentions Christmas, it 
quickly became a holiday stan-
dard. 

Snow-covered landscapes can make the 
holiday season that much more special. 
The beauty of such landscapes are cap-
tured in the song “White Christmas,” 
which was penned by Irving Berlin. No 
one is sure when Berlin actually composed 
the song, but it is widely believed he did 
so in the late 1920s or early 1930s.  

Just what compelled Berlin, who was 
Jewish, to write the song also remains a 
mystery. But “White Christmas” is one of 
the best-selling songs of all time — partic-
ularly after it was included in the musical 
“Holiday Inn” starring Fred Astaire and 
Bing Crosby.  

The song earned Berlin an Academy 
Award for Best Original Song in 1942. In 
the film, “White Christmas” was per-
formed as a duet by crooner Bing Crosby 
and Marjorie Reynolds, but Crosby’s solo 
recording is a time-honored classic that 
can always be heard during the holiday 
season.

“Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas” has been 
recorded by many artists over 
the years. It was written in the 
1940s by composers Hugh 
Martin and Ralph Blane. The 
song was featured in the movie 
“Meet Me in St. Louis” and 

sung by Judy Garland, who 
immortalized it. More than 10 
years after Garland introduced 
the world to the song, Frank 
Sinatra released a Christmas 
album to revitalize his music 
career and wanted to include 
“Have Yourself a Merry Little 

Christmas,” though he asked 
composer Martin to tweak the 
lyrics to give it a lighter tone. 
Martin obliged, and the newer 
version has since widely 
become the standard.



8D, The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., December 22, 2021

Established 1881 — Oldest Business Institution in Neshoba County   


	a01-nda-1222 (Page 01)
	a01-nda-1222 (Page 01).pdf old
	a02-nda-1222 (Page 02)
	a03-nda-1222 (Page 03)
	a04-nda-1222 (Page 04)
	a05-nda-1222 (Page 05)
	a06-nda-1222 (Page 06)
	a07-nda-1222 (Page 07)
	a08-nda-1222 (Page 08)
	b01-ndb-1222 (Page 01)
	b02-ndb-1222 (Page 02)
	b03-ndb-1222 (Page 03)
	b04-ndb-1222 (Page 04)
	b05-ndb-1222 (Page 05)
	b06-ndb-1222 (Page 06)
	c01-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 01)
	c02-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 02)
	c03-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 03)
	c04-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 04)
	c05-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 05)
	c06-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 06)
	c07-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 07)
	c08-ndc-1222 greetings c (Page 08)
	d01-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 01)
	d02-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 02)
	d03-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 03)
	d04-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 04)
	d05-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 05)
	d06-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 06)
	d07-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 07)
	d08-ndd-1222 greetings d (Page 08)

