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Both sides are telling the Supreme Court 

there’s no middle ground in Wednesday’s show-
down over abortion. The justices can either reaf-
firm the constitutional right to an abortion or 
wipe it away altogether. 

State Sen. Jenifer Branning, a Republican 
from Philadelphia, was scheduled to speak at a 
rally in front of the Supreme Court building prior 
to this morning’s hearing. 

“ALL life has value, and that value doesn’t 
just start at birth,” Branning said in the prepared 
remarks she provided to the Democrat on Tues-
day. (See page 7A.) 

“As a legislator, but most importantly as a 
mother, I have both a legislative and a moral 
responsibility to protect human life and the 
unborn, all while promoting the health of 
women.” 

Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 ruling that 
declared a nationwide right to abortion, is facing 
its most serious challenge in 30 years in front of 

a court with a Mississippi case with a 6-3 conser-
vative majority that has been remade by three 
appointees of President Donald Trump. 

Ahead of the oral arguments, Gov. Tate 
Reeves on Sunday defended the state’s 2018 law 
banning abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy. 

Reeves told NBC’s “Meet the Press” that he 
believed 1973’s Roe v. Wade decision, by which 
the high court legalized abortion nationwide, 
should be overturned. 

“I believe, in a simple reading of the United 
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Students at Philadelphia 

High will soon have a chance to 
take close look at potential 
careers with local businesses 
and industries. 

The Philadelphia Public 
School District is planning to 
implement Career Academies 
that will take local industry 
needs and ensure students are 
prepared to become skilled 
employees in high-demand 
occupations. 

“The goal in adding Career 
Academies is that the modules 
provide learning options that are 
appealing for students with 
interests and abilities needed in 
specific careers that don’t neces-
sarily follow the standard col-
lege route,” said Dr. Lisa Hull, 

PPSD superintendent of educa-
tion. 

With the help of the Missis-
sippi Department of Education, 
Philadelphia High School will 
be adding Career Academies to 
the curriculum that offers 
opportunities for on-the-job 
training, job shadowing or 
internships, and the option to 
earn college credit while in high 
school. 

“These programs reduce 
dropout rates; encourage partic-
ipation in postsecondary educa-
tion; and enable students to earn 
dual enrollment credits, indus-
try-endorsed certificates and 
technical endorsements,” Hull 
said. 

Career Academies are 
proven to increase student 
achievement while cultivating 
in-demand skills that will help 

improve earning prospects in 
their futures. The Academies 
foster connections that help stu-
dents tie their career focus to 
academics, CTE, and vital part-
nerships with employers within 
local communities. 

The district has established 
the Career Academy Executive 
Council to oversee the project. 
The Council meets this month 
to put the program together. 

Recently, school administra-
tion and teachers attended the 
annual National Career Acade-
my Coalition (NCAC) Confer-
ence held in Orlando, Florida. 

 They attended workshops 
highlighting projects for 
NCAC’s national programs, 
focusing on Career Academies 
— personalized learning com-
munities centered on a career 
theme.
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La-Z-Boy Logistics has 

recently opened a terminal in 
the old U.S. Motors plant build-
ing with truckers leaving 
Philadelphia and delivering 
about 50 loads of furniture and 
supplies each week. 

That workload is expected to 
increase, and the company is 

looking to hire more drivers, 
company officials said. 

La-Z-Boy rents the U.S. 
Motors building from the city of 
Philadelphia. It uses the space as 
a warehouse and distribution 
center. The company also has 
two operations in Newton. The 
downtown plant makes furni-
ture. The other on Highway 15 
is called the plywood plant and 
produces materials for the com-

pany’s plants around the coun-
try. 

About a year ago, it was 
widely reported the downtown 
La-Z-Boy plant was closing. 
But as it turns out, it is running 
strong today. 

“When COVID-19 hit, 
everything slowed down,” said 
Charles Campbell, drivers man-
ager for La-Z-Boy Logistics. 
“They made the decision to 

slow down production. They 
made the decision to close the 
Newton plant. 

“When we got past COVID, 
sales went through the roof. La-
Z-Boy was needing all the pro-
duction they can get at any facil-
ity. So, they brought Newton 
online full force.” 

The increase involved truck-
ing, too. 

“We have plenty of freight to 

haul,” Campbell said. “We are a 
subsidiary of La-Z-Boy. They 
own us. We are their private car-
rier.” 

Until recently, local trucks 
were dispatched out of an office 
in Tennessee. When more driv-
ers came on, the decision was 
made to open the Philadelphia 
hub. 

A trucking company in a 
neighboring county closed. It 

had been hauling freight for La-
Z-Boy, Campbell said. 

“The story is, they had a 
bunch of trucks and drivers who 
ran for us,” Campbell said. “The 
owner contacted us. We came in 
and hired most of his drivers 
and took over what they were 
doing for La-Z-Boy. Our 
biggest need is drivers who can 
be stationed near Philadelphia 
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A Louisiana woman faces mul-

tiple charges across multiple juris-
dictions after a 60-mile police 
chase that began 
in Philadelphia 
last week. 

Jordan Bil-
liot, 35, of 
F r a n k l i n , 
Louisiana, has 
been arrested 
and charged 
with felony flee-
ing, possession 
of a controlled substance and pos-
session of paraphernalia. 

“More charges are pending,” 
Det. Bobby Pattillo said. 

The chase started in Philadel-
phia, went through Carthage and 
ended in Morton last Wednesday. 

Pattillo said he knows Billiot 
faces charges in at least two other 
jurisdictions. 

“She has holds for Leake 
County and the city of Carthage 
and will face charges in those 
jurisdictions as well,” Pattillo 
said. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 24, at 
approximately 5:30 p.m., officer 
Fernellia Thomas initiated a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle described as 
a light blue four-door Infiniti, Pat-
tillo said. The driver then stopped 
the vehicle in front of Veer Wine 
and Spirits on East Main Street. 

Pattillo said that as Thomas 
approached the vehicle, the driver 
sped off. 

The driver ran several traffic 
lights and stop signs and made her 
way to Highway 16 west where 

Woman 
runs from 
police for 
60 miles

DRUGS FOUND

Philadelphia High School administration and teachers recently attended the annual National 
Career Academy Coalition Conference held in Orlando, Florida. Pictured are, from left, 
Philadelphia High School Principal Steve Eiland, counselor Amy Burnett, Mary Kate 
Hollingsworth, US. History teacher, Kimberly Killen, mathematics teacher, and Jud Byars, 
science teacher.

State Sen. Jenifer Branning, second from left, stands outside the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington on Tuesday in advance of the historic Supreme 
Court hearing today in a Mississippi case that could overturn Roe v. 

Wade. Pictured with Branning, from left, are sons Ellis Branning, Evan 
Branning, mother Ruth Ann Barrage, and son Ethan Branning. Hus-
band Chancy Branning was the photographer.

See HUB, page 2A

La-Z-Boy opens trucking hub

PHS to start career academies program

Supreme Court to hear abortion case
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The 20th season of Leader-

ship Neshoba is underway with 
26 high school juniors enrolled 
in the program that offers them 
the opportunity to learn more 
about their community. 

“Each group is tasked with 
planning, designing and imple-
menting a service project,” said 
Tim Moore, executive director 
of the Philadelphia-Neshoba 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and an adult leader in the pro-
gram. 

Moore said Leadership 
Neshoba was formed in 2001 
and was modeled after other 
programs in other counties.  

Students must submit an 
application to be admitted to 
the program. 

“It is a pretty rigorous 
process,” Moore said. “They 
have to fill out an application, 

we look at their grades, and 
they must have no discipline 
issues.” 

Leadership Neshoba usually 
has a class size of about 26, 
including juniors from 
Philadelphia High School, 
Neshoba Central and Leake 
Academy, Moore said.  

Choctaw Central students 
are welcome to apply, though 
they do not have any students 
representing the school in this 
year’s class, Moore said.  

Each class elects student 
leadership, and this year’s pres-
ident is PHS student Tramiah 
Moore (no relation to Tim 
Moore). 

“It is a major role, and I was 
elected by my peers,” Tramiah 
Moore said. 

Tramiah Moore said she 
heard about the program 
through some seniors who par-
ticipated in last year’s leader-
ship class. They sold her on the 

experience by telling her what 
they gained from it. 

“I knew I wanted to be a part 
of Leadership Neshoba after 
some seniors at school were 
telling me about it,” she said. “I 
hope it makes me a better 
leader and helps expand my 
communication skills and helps 
me become a better person.” 

Tramiah Moore said she has 
enjoyed getting to know stu-
dents from other schools that 
she might not have run into in 
her everyday life. 

“I enjoy the program,” she 
said. “It has introduced to me a 
diverse group of people, and I 
love talking to people.” 

In addition to putting the 
students in contact with com-
munity leaders and taking them 
on visits to local businesses and 
industries, Leadership Neshoba 
students also attend regular 
classes facilitated by East Cen-
tral Community College at the 

Depot. In addition, the students 
read books such as “The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective 
Teens” by Sean Covey. 

This year’s Leadership 
Neshoba class started with an 
Oct. 25 retreat to Old Mountain 
Outdoor Adventures in 
Winona, where activities 
included teamwork-building 
games and a ropes course. 
Tramiah said the ropes course 
was a good bonding experi-
ence. 

“I wasn’t scared at all,” 
Tramiah Moore said. “I love 
new experiences. I really 
enjoyed it, and we got to encour-
age each other. It was fun telling 
them, ‘You got this.’” 

Tim Moore said this year’s 
Leadership Neshoba group has 
not yet decided what their serv-
ice project will be but will con-
tinue to work on details at their 
next meeting today, Wednes-
day, Dec. 1.
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0999 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

The 20th Leadership Neshoba class includes, front row left 
to right, Spencer Rea, Harley Hobby, Tramiah Moore, Addy 
Lea Page, Chole Kirkland, Anna Elise Breazeale, Grace 
Maxey, Makaylia Clemons, Ariel Burnside, Zariyah Jackson, 
Nicole Moore, Kendall Moore, Alex Stribling, Ty Martin, Syd-

ney Watkins, Anna Windham(leader) 
(Back) Tim Moore (leader), Lauren Gwen Posey, Alli Horn, 
Ashton Luke, Trinity McClain, Xan Menchion, Haven 
Coburn, Chole Pierce, Emmaly Watson, Cydney Porche, 
Cole Freeman, Leyton Turk

and Newton.” 
The increase led to the open-

ing of the Philadelphia hub. Jen-
nifer Burris has been hired as 

the logistics dispatch. 
Currently, there are 12 driv-

ers stationed at the Philadelphia 
hub and eight in Newton. Soon, 
her office will be dispatching 
the Newton drivers, too. 

Burris’ office is located in 
the old office area at the Old 
U.S. Motors building. The 

trucks will be parked in an area 
behind the building. 

Burris said the trailers would 
be prepacked and ready to go 
when a driver arrives. 

“They drop off the empty 
trailer and hook up to the loaded 
one,” Burris said. “Then they 
are on their way.” 

Lisa Jones, the company’s 
driver recruiter, said anyone 
interested in driving for La-Z-
Boy Logistics could contact her 
at 1-800-987-7788 or 423-851-
4837. She said she hopes to 
come to Philadelphia in January 
to hold an open house and look 
for drivers.

Hub 
Continued from page 1A

Leadership Neshoba class underway



The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., December 1, 2021, 3A

By DUNCAN DENT 
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A Neshoba County Sheriff’s 

deputy is being credited with 
bringing back into custody a 
fugitive  who escaped authorities 
on Nov. 26 while recovering in a 
Pascagoula hospital. 

Sheriff Eric Clark said deputy 
Lavon Ball helped bring Aceon 
Hopkins, 20, of Meridian into 
the custody of the Meridian 
Police Department about 2:30 
a.m. on Tuesday morning, Nov. 
30. 

Clark said Ball knew Hop-
kins’ family from his time work-
ing with the Meridian Police 
Department. Ball had been in 
contact with the family about 
Hopkins turning himself in after 
he escaped the custody of Moss 
Point authorities while recover-
ing at the Pascagoula Hospital on 
Nov. 26.  

Clark said Hopkins’ mother 
told Ball that he needed medical 
treatment and agreed to meet 
Ball at Neshoba General Hospi-
tal at midnight on Monday. 

Clark said he does 
not know the extent of 
Hopkins wounds but 
knows that he was 
reportedly on crutches 
and had escaped the 
custody of Moss Point 
authorities while recov-
ering at the Pascagoula 
Hospital on Nov. 26. 
Local news reports said 
Hopkins was in the hospital from 
wounds sustained in a shooting 
more than two weeks ago. 

Clark said Ball sat with the 
family and was able to monitor 
Hopkins while he underwent 
treatment at Neshoba General. 
Clark said that Hopkins signed 
himself out at Neshoba General 
and got into Ball’s personal vehi-
cle and Ball drove him to Merid-
ian. 

The deputy then facilitated 
bringing Hopkins into Meridian 
Police Department custody at 
Anderson Hospital in Meridian. 

“Deputy Ball was off duty 
and went above and beyond 
what would be asked of him to 
see this through using personal 

contacts and his own 
vehicle,” Clark said. 
“We would have loved 
for him to be in uniform 
and have been in one of 
our patrol cars as a full 
representative of our 
department, but we are 
glad he was able to see 

this through.” 
Clark said that he 

knows Hopkins faces felony 
charges in Meridian and Jackson 
County. 

It has been reported that Hop-
kins’ charges with the Meridian 
Police Department include 
shooting into a vehicle, drive-by 
shooting, possession of a stolen 
firearm, two counts of shooting 
into a dwelling and two counts of 
aggravated assault. 

Local news reports on the 
Mississippi Coast say that Hop-
kins has not yet been charged 
related to the shooting in Moss 
Point and that the shooting 
remains under investigation. The 
report says he is wanted in Gulf-
port for felony drug charges.

Aceon 
Hopkins

Coast fugitive caught, 
brought in by deputy

By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Philadelphia Christmas 

Parade will roll through down-
town starting at 6 p.m. Monday. 

Tim Moore, executive direc-
tor of the Philadelphia-Neshoba 
Chamber of Commerce, said he 
expects close to 100 floats. 

“The Christmas parade is 
always the kickoff to December 

and the Christmas season,” 
Moore said. “I hope people 
come and enjoy the night out in 
Philadelphia and enjoy the 
Christmas season.” 

The parade will follow the 
same route as previous years, 
starting on Poplar, then going 
down Main Street, around the 
square, past the old Dees store, 
and ending in front of Philadel-
phia High School. 

If you have not yet registered 
and want to participate, you 
have until 5 p.m. Thursday to 
register. 

Applications are available at 
the Depot on 256 W. Beacon 
Street. The entry cost is $20. 

For more information about 
the parade, contact Moore at 
601-656-1000.

Christmas Parade set for Monday

Neshoba County recorded 
only 12 new COVID-19 cases 
and no new deaths in the past 
week, according to the Missis-
sippi State Department of 
Health’s Nov. 29 report, down 

one case from last week’s 
report. 

Neshoba County has now 
recorded a total of 6,730 cases 
of COVID-19 and 210 deaths 
since the pandemic began in 

March 2020. 
The Mississippi Band of 

Choctaw Indians reported five 
new positive cases of COVID-
19 and no new deaths in the 
past week.

Only 12 new COVID cases reported

201 West Beacon Street - Philadelphia
601-656-9708

Bobby M. Smith - Bobbie Kay Waddell

Bobby’sJewelry,Inc.
Layaway and financing available

Dazzle her with
Diamonds

Large selection of 
jewelry 50% off 

other officers joined the pursuit. 
The pursuit went through 

Carthage and onto Highway 25. 
The vehicle was finally stopped 
on South Boykin Street in Mor-

ton, Pattillo said. 
Billiot was then identified 

and taken into custody.Chase 
Continued from page 1A
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

— Psalm 136:1,26 (ESV)

Shoplifting capital of the USA
RICH LOWRY

The law and order issue

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

It ought to be possible to 
operate a retail store in one of 
America’s largest and most 
iconic cities, but this most basic 
commercial proposition is in 
doubt in San Francisco. 

The erstwhile Golden City is 
beset by an ongoing tide of theft 
that is closing down retail loca-
tions and demonstrating again 
the city’s unwillingness to gov-
ern itself. 

Cities around the country 
dub themselves “the capital” of 
this or that signature product: 
artichokes in Castroville, Cali-
fornia; earmuffs in Farmington, 
Maine; spinach in Alma, 
Arkansas; fried chicken in Bar-
berton, Ohio. 

San Francisco, and the larger 
Bay Area, could now easily 
claim the title of Shoplifting 
Capital of the U.S.A., should it 
want the honor. 

The viral video of brazen 
thefts has become one of the 
city’s most influential cultural 
exports. 

Hey, look — here are 80 peo-
ple engaged in a large-scale, 
smash-and-grab robbery of a 
Nordstrom in Walnut Creek out-
side of San Francisco last week-
end, one of a series of jaw-drop-
ping thefts over the last several 
days, including an operation that 
cleared out a Louis Vuitton on 
San Francisco’s Union Square. 

Check this out — people 
with fancy handbags running 
out of a Neiman Marcus into 
waiting cars.  

You won’t believe it — this 
guy loads merchandise from a 
Walgreen’s into a big trash bag 
and jumps on his bike to ride 
down the aisle and out of the 
store. 

These aren’t episodic crimes. 
Walgreens says that its San 

Francisco stores experience a 
level of theft five times the 
national average. As a conse-
quence, the chain has been 
steadily closing locations. It has 
shuttered 17 already, and last 
month announced five more clo-
sures, including the one hit by 
the man on the bike (who was 
finally arrested after robbing the 
store one too many times). 

Target and Safeway have 
been reducing hours to try to 
limit the exposure of their loca-
tions to theft. 

Stores often put the likes of 
toothpaste and shampoo behind 
security locks, as if they are 
high-end goods or the outlets are 
operating in Caracas, Venezuela. 

The shoplifting problem rep-
resents a deliberate choice rather 
than an unstoppable tide. Mod-
ern societies long ago figured 
out how to maintain civil order 
such that law-abiding people 
could buy and sell goods with-
out being systematically preyed 
on by thieves. It’s just that the 
Bay Area has chosen to forget. 

California adopted Proposi-
tion 47 in 2014 that made thefts 
of $950 or less a misdemeanor. 
Once people realized that they 
were unlikely to be arrested or 
prosecuted for stealing less than 
$1,000, they, of course, respond-
ed to the incentive. For their 
part, the stores advise employ-
ees not to interfere with 
shoplifters, lest they get hurt. 

Many crimes don’t even go 
reported. 

And so, it is open season for 
people to take whatever they 
want. 

New York City famously re-
established order in the 1990s 
based on “broken windows” 
policing, or a focus on offenses 
that degraded the quality of life; 
San Francisco and similar 
locales are engaged in “broken 
windows” neglect — the broken 
windows being at high-end 
stores struck by emboldened 
robbers.  

This is a polity deciding that 
it is more important to stay its 
own hand from arresting and 
jailing criminals than to protect 
businesses from getting robbed, 
protect duly employed people 
from having to watch reprobates 
flout the law, and protect neigh-
borhoods from losing retail out-
lets that they depend on. 

The stance of San Francisco 
isn’t exactly anti-business. No, it 
is, in effect, privileging one 
business model over another. On 
the one hand, there are the legit-
imate businesses that buy their 
goods and sell them in legal 
market transactions. On the 
other, there are the organized 
crime rings that oversee the theft 
of vast amounts of merchandise 
that is turned around and sold 
online. 

The former model should be 
given the environment to thrive, 
the latter ground to dust. A 
rational society knows this, and 
perhaps, one day, San Francisco 
will again as well. 

 
 

Rich Lowery is editor of Nation-
al Review,  a leading conserva-
tive magazine founded by 
William F. Buckley. 

According to Gallup, on the 
issue of crime, President Joe 
Biden is 18 points underwater. 
While 57% of Americans dis-
approve of how he is handling 
crime, only 39% approve.  

Biden’s dismal rating was 
recorded before the verdict 
came in the Kyle Rittenhouse 
trial — not guilty on all five 
counts — a verdict Biden 
declared had made him 
“angry.”  

Biden’s rating also came 
before career criminal Darrell 
Brooks, free on $1,000 bail 
after running over his girl-
friend, drove his Ford Escape 
into the Waukesha Christmas 
parade, killing six and injuring 
60. 

Biden’s low rating on crime 
came before “flash mobs” of 
thieves in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago and New 
York looted Louis Vuitton, 
Burberry, Bloomingdale’s, 
Nordstrom and Apple, clean-
ing them out in minutes. 

It came before the guilty 
verdicts came in against the 
three white men accused of 
murdering Ahmaud Arbery, 
the Black jogger, in Georgia. 

Media efforts to infuse a 
racial motive to Rittenhouse’s 
action, however, failed. Ritten-
house is white, as were the 
three rioters he shot. As were 
the lead prosecutor and his 
deputy. As were Rittenhouse’s 
defense attorney and his 
deputy. And as was the judge. 

Race never came up during 
Rittenhouse’s time on the wit-
ness stand. And nothing in his 
background suggests any link 
to “white supremacists,” as 
was insinuated by Biden, who 
has made no apology. 

But what these incidents, 
involving killings with racial 
connotations, portend is that 
crime, race, law and order will 
be blazing issues in 2022 and 
2024. And as of now, Biden 
and his Democratic Party are 
not on the side of America’s 
majority. 

The latest statistics on 
homicide and murders for 
2021 seem to guarantee that 
this mega-issue remains front 
and center. 

A day before Thanksgiving, 
The Washington Post reported 
that Washington, D.C., had 
recorded its 200th homicide 

this year, surpassing last year’s 
total five weeks before this 
year’s end. Homicides in 2020 
were up 30% from 2019.   

Though Baltimore has a 
smaller population than D.C., 
there have been 300 killings 
there this year, half again as 
many as in D.C. 

In Philadelphia, America’s 
sixth most populous city, there 
have been 503 victims of 
homicides thus far in 2021, a 
new record. 

Who is doing all this shoot-
ing, knifing and killing on the 
savage streets of our great 
cities, and who are the princi-
pal victims?  

Heather Mac Donald, 
among the nation’s foremost 
statisticians of crime, relates, 
using the figures for New 
York: 

“In 2020, blacks were over 
72% of all shooting suspects; 
we know that from victim and 
witness descriptions. Whites 
were 1.4% of all shooting sus-
pects ... based on victim and 
witness descriptions.”  

“A black New Yorker is 
roughly 50 times as likely to 
commit a shooting as a white 
New Yorker. Blacks were 
63.4% of murder suspects; 
whites, 6.3%. (That white 
share of homicide suspects 
represents domestic violence 
incidents, not street crime.)” 

Bottom line: Dispropor-
tionately, the perpetrators, the 
shooters and the killers in 
America, are Black. As are 
their victims. If Black Lives 
Matter wants to preserve 
Black lives, they should look 
to their own communities 
because that is whence almost 
all of the killers come. 

Indeed, of all of the Black 
folks who will have died of 
homicide or murder in D.C., 
Baltimore, Philly and New 
York this year, how many will 
have been shot or stabbed by 
Proud Boys, Three Percenters, 

Oath Keepers, white vigi-
lantes, white supremacists or 
rogue white cops? 

2022 and 2024 could prove 
to be a political rerun of the 
mid-’60s. Then it was that 
“law and order,” a slogan liber-
als called code words for 
racism, helped propel conser-
vatives to preeminence in the 
GOP and thence to national 
power. 

And between then and now, 
the similarities are many.  

Then, there were the riots in 
Harlem and Watts in 1964 and 
1965, Newark and Detroit in 
1967, and D.C. and 100 other 
cities after the killing of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 
1968. During those years, 
there was also a national 
explosion in violent street 
crime. 

Then came the anti-war 
protests and riots, which kept 
Lyndon B. Johnson locked up 
in the White House in his final 
days in 1968 and tore apart the 
Democratic convention in 
Chicago. 

Today’s Democratic Party 
is associated with defunding 
the police, ending cash bail for 
arrested felons, emptying pris-
ons, and embracing the BLM 
and antifa “social justice 
protests” of 2020 that often 
involved looting, arson and 
assaults upon police. 

As for Biden, the 2021 
model bears little resemblance 
to the tough-talking Delaware 
senator who pushed the princi-
pal anti-crime bill of the 1990s 
and explained his approach in 
a 1994 Senate speech:  

“Every time Richard 
Nixon, when he was running 
in 1972, would say, ‘Law and 
order,’ the Democratic match 
or response was, ‘Law and 
order with justice’ — whatever 
that meant. And I would say, 
‘Lock the S.O.B.s up.’” 

Today, the progressive 
wing of his party prevents 
Biden from taking that kind of 
stand. But that is what his 
country is calling for. 

 
 

Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.”
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streets of our great 
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EDITORIALS

The higher the mountain of overspend-
ing President Joe Biden builds, the faster 
his popularity tumbles down its steep 
slopes. It’s no surprise but common sense: 
Americans would not have succeeded in 
fashioning the world’s most robust econo-
my if they were slow to condemn finan-
cial blunders. 

On Thursday, the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) released an 
anxiously awaited analysis finding Mr. 
Biden wrong to swear his $1.75 trillion 
Build Back Better Act would be fully paid 
for. Rather, said the CBO, it would add 
$367 billion to the federal deficit over the 
next decade. Not even the president’s 
recent colonoscopy could discover where 
he came up with his funky budget num-
bers. 

No matter. Rather than clean up the 
sloppy, 2,000-page bill, Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi pushed it through the House on a 
nearly party-line, 220-213 vote. For 
Democrats, “the land of the free” takes on 
new meaning as they savor the thought of 
truckloads of cash enlarging their massive 
social welfare and regulatory state. 

For working Americans, though, a sec-
ond gigantic spending spree — following 
the just-enacted $1.2 trillion “infrastruc-
ture” bill – is a deal-breaker. A Fox News 
survey published Friday found only 27 
percent of respondents believe the Build 
Back Better Act would benefit their fami-
ly, with 59 percent expecting the plan 
would be paid for by people like them 
rather than the wealthy. The Fox survey 
put the president’s approval rating at 44 
percent, and a normally left-leaning Quin-
nipiac poll pegged it at an even more dis-

mal 38 percent. 
For Republican lawmakers, the Biden 

bill is structured to force the ambitious 
into servitude to benefit the lethargic. 
Included among its most unpopular items 
are a raft of new taxes: One would further 
drive up the already soaring cost of the 
natural gas that heats half of AAmeri-
cans’homes. Others include a 15 percent 
domestic minimum tax, a 15 percent glob-
al minimum tax, and a surtax on adjusted 
gross income. 

The bill also features a $3,600 child tax 
credit that illegal immigrants can file for 
and earmarks $80 billion for the Internal 
Revenue Service to hire 87,000 new 
agents tasked with vacuuming up all the 
cash the president suspects Americans 
have stuffed under the mattress. 

When Build Back Better reaches the 
Senate, where Democrats do not hold 
solid sway, the measure faces a dubious 
future. Republicans are not yet ready to 
trade their symbol of freedom – the Stars 
and Stripes – for the white flag of surren-
der. 

“In this world, nothing can be said to 
be certain, except death and taxes,” Ben-
jamin Franklin once wrote. If he is proved 
wrong one day, it is more likely that death 
will be no more before taxes vanish. And 
if the Build Back Better Act ultimately 
passes, overburdened Americans will be 
responsible for paying off even more bil-
lions beyond the trillions of debt dollars 
already as innumerable as the stars in the 
sky. That is one more thing that can be 
said for certain. 

— The Washington Times

‘Build Tax Better’

DECEMBER 1, 1941 
Builder is injured as shed 

collapses, collapsing as the 
braces were knocked down, a 
small wash shed fell on E.B. 
Russell, carpenter, breaking 
his arm and five ribs. 

The House Wednesday 
passed the stringent Smith 
Bill to check strikes in the 
defense industries, expressing 
by a 252 to 136 vote its accu-
mulated impatience at the 
long series of such walkouts.  

 
DECEMBER 2, 1951 

Mississippi’s estimated 
ocean crop for the 1951 is 
expected to be triple the 1950 
short crop of nuts. The esti-
mate places the marketing of 
pecans this year at 9,380,000 
pounds as compared to 
3,625,000 pounds sold in 
1950. 

The Christmas Lighting 
contest which is being spon-
sored this year by the Busi-
ness and Professional 
Women’s Club, will come to 
a close on the evening of 
December 19th, when the 
judging will be done.   

 
DECEMBER 1, 1961 

Qualified voters in the 
Neshoba County school dis-
trict will go to the polls Tues-
day to vote on the $548,000 
bond issue for the construc-
tion of new school buildings 
in the county. 

The cotton quota vote 
coming up on December 12 
will mark the ninth consecu-
tive year in which growers 
have voted to marketing quo-

tas for their upland cotton 
crop, Mr. Ethan A. Porter, 
Chairman of the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conserva-
tion State Committee, said 
today.  

     
DECEMBER 3, 1971 

The board of directors of 
the Philadelphia- Neshoba 
County Chamber of Com-
merce has requested business-
es to close at 4 p.m. next 
Thursday, Dec. 9, so that 
employees may attend the 
public hearing on the 12,600 
acre reservoir proposed for 
Neshoba County. 

New regulations on the 
present period of economic 
control are available to the 
public, according to John W. 
Henderson, Internal Revenue 
Service district director, for 
the Jackson district.  

 
DECEMBER 4, 1981 

The proposed vocational-
technical center, on which a 
bond issue election will be 
held on Dec. 15, “will serve a 
dire need in our area,” said 
Dr. Charles Wright, president 
of East Central Junior Col-
lege. 

More than 800 persons 
crowded into the Philadelphia 
High School auditorium 
Tuesday night to hear a dis-
cussion of the drug problem 
in the community. 

The Neshoba County 
School District is in the 
process of electing persons to 
serve on the local Title I Par-
ent Advisory Council.       

 

DECEMBER 1, 1991 
W.G. Yates & Sons Con-

struction Co. and its affiliates 
received an unprecedented six 
of 11 awards for excellence in 
construction at the Mississip-
pi Associated Builders and 
Contractors annual merit 
awards banquet recently in 
Jackson. 

     
DECEMBER 1, 2001 

Heartfelt Hospice’s float, 
featuring a man playing holi-
day music on a saxophone, 
captured the coveted Mayor’s 
Award during Philadelphia’s 
Christmas parade Monday 
evening. The parade featured 
90 entries including 32 floats. 

A bill that would provide 
$7.4 million in federal fund-
ing to help widen Mississippi 
16 is on its way to the presi-
dent and could be signed as 
early as this week, officials 
said. The funding is part of a 
federal transportation bill 
approved Friday by the U.S. 
House of Representatives and 
by the Senate on Tuesday.         

  
DECEMBER 3, 2011 

Neshoba County is poised 
to have one of its state legis-
lators in an active leadership 
role in the House of Repre-
sentatives, the preferred can-
didate for Speaker of the Mis-
sissippi House told the 
Philadelphia Rotary Club on 
Monday. 

More than 75 units, includ-
ing 20 floats and four march-
ing bands, will participate in 
Philadelphia’s Christmas 
Parade on Monday.



Justin Scott, Sr. 
Funeral services for Mr. Justin 

O’Neil Scott, Sr. were held on 
Saturday, November 27, 2021, at 
12 P.M. from Jerusalem Temple 
Church with Bishop Clifton 
Jones officiating. Burial was at 
Donald Rest Cemetery. Beck 
Funeral Home, Inc. was in charge 
of arrangements. 

Mr. Scott ,35, of Philadelphia, 
passed away on Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, 2021 at his residence. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Stephanie Jones Scott of 
Philadelphia, MS, one son, Justin 
Scott, II of Philadelphia, MS, his 
parents, Elder Fred and Betty 
Scott of Meridian, MS, two 
brothers, F. Shawn Scott of 
Meridian, MS, and Marcus D. 
Scott of Decatur, MS. 

Pallbearers were C.J. Burn-
side, Juawn Jones, Jr., Kelando 
Seales, Laydric Carter, Kaski 
Moore and Jazjuan Scott. 

 

J.R. Jones 
Graveside services for Mr. 

J.R. Jones were held on Sunday, 
November 21, 2021, at 2 P.M. 
from Donald Rest Cemetery with 
Brother Johnny Beckwith offici-
ating. Beck Funeral Home, Inc 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Jones, 80, of Philadelphia, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021 at his resi-
dence. 

He is survived by three broth-
ers, Kenneth W. Jones of Byhalia, 
MS, Craig Jones of Philadelphia, 
MS, and Willie L. Coleman of 
Minneapolis, MN, two sisters, 
Rosie Baxstrum of Ontario, CA, 
and Carrie Duff of St. Louis, 
MO, one daughter Patsy Cole-
man, one son Alvin Kidd, four 
grandchildren and eight great 
grandchildren. 

Pallbearers were Jay Boler, 
Johnny Crockett, Alvin Kidd, 
Marzette Jordan, Spencer Jordan, 
Michael Moore and Bruce Fox. 

 

Don Thomas 
McAdory Jr. 

Funeral service for Mr. Don 
Thomas McAdory Jr. was held 
2:00 Pm Tuesday, November 30, 
2021 at Cedar Hill Baptist 
Church with Rev. Jordan Flake 
and Rev. Sam Fulton officiating. 
Burial was in Cedar Hill Ceme-
tery. John E. Stephens Chapel 
was in charge. 

Mr. McAdory, 64, passed 
away Thursday, November 
25,2021 at his home. He lived in 
the Burnside Community most of 
his life, and was a Carpenter and 
a U. S. Marine. He was Baptist 
by Faith. His hobbies were hunt-
ing, fishing, reading, watching 
wrestling. 

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Debbie Goodin McAdory; 
father, Don Thomas McAdory Sr. 

Survivors include mother, 
Elaine McAdory of Phila.; 
daughters, Farrah McAdory, 
Christina Lillis both of Phila.; son 
Don Thomas McAdory III (Bren-
da) of Miami, Fl.; sisters, Gay 
Flake of Phila., Dean Eaves of 
Laurel, Patty Killens of Union; 
brother, Andy McAdory of 
Phila.; (8) grandchildren; several 
nieces and nephews. 

 

Charlene Jane 
Cloud 

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Charlene Jane Cloud will be held 
at 10 AM Wednesday, December 
1, 2021 at Pearl River Facility 
Building with Rev. Daniel Tubby 
officiating. Interment will be in 
Isaac Cemetery. Visitation will 
begin at 5 PM Monday, Novem-

ber 29, 2021 at Pearl River Facil-
ity Building. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services in 
charge. 

Ms. Cloud, 73, passed away 
on Saturday, November 20, 2021 
at Comanche County Memorial 
Hospital in Lawton, OK. She was 
a member of New Testament 
Christian Church in Lawton, OK 
and enjoyed being with family, 
Facebooking, traveling, and lis-
tening to oldies. 

She is preceded in death by 
her parents, Charles Everette 
Cloud and Vivian Rose Martin; 
common law husband, Carlton 
Isaac, Sr.; sons, Carlton Gabriel 
Isaac, Jr. and Travis William 
Isaac; sisters, Helene Cloud, 
Geraldine Cloud, Charlette 
Cloud; brothers, Kenneth, Irving 
and Donald Cloud. 

Survivors include her sons, 
Tyrone James Isaac and Byron 
Kent Isaac; sister, Donna Grant; 8 
grandchildren, 6 great-grandchil-
dren. 

Pallbearers are Bradley Isaac, 
Jr., Brian Isaac, Steven Anderson, 
Bruce Anderson, Keygan Keys, 
Nicky Jim. 

 

Betty J.      
Sheehan      

Cumberland 
Funeral services for Betty J. 

Sheehan Cumberland were held 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 at 3 
pm at Bloomfield Methodist 
Church with Rev. Mike Russell 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Bloomfield Cemetery. McClain-
Hays Funeral Home was in 
charge of the services. 

Mrs. Cumberland, 71 of 
Meridian, died Thursday, 
November 25, 2021. 

She was a native and longtime 
resident of Lauderdale County. 
She worked as a Data Entry 
Clerk for East MS State Hospital 
for several years before her retire-
ment. Mrs. Cumberland was a 
member of Hawkins Memorial 
UMC of Meridian. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, James Cumberland; son, 
Johnny Russell; daughters, Lori 
Pickett, Stephanie Stahl; step-
sons, Jamie and Michael Cum-
berland; step-daughters, Ginny 
and Laura Cumberland; grand-
children, Bailey and Lauren Pick-
ett; several step grandchildren; 
sister, Barbara Mayfield; brother-
in-law, Rev. Mike Russell; a host 
of nieces and nephews. 

Preceded in death by parents, 
Bill and Ira Sheehan; sister, 
Becky Russell; mother-in-law, 
Arbela Parker. 

 

Jim Wolverton 
Funeral services for Jim 

Wolverton were held Sunday, 
November 28, 2021 at 2 pm from 
McClain-Hays Chapel with Rev. 
Corbin Jenkins and Rev. Nick 
Ulmer officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed in Longino Cemetery. Vis-
itation was held Saturday, 
November 27, 2021 from 5 to 7 
pm at McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home. 

Mr. Wolverton, 53, of 
Philadelphia, died November 24, 
2021. 

Jim was a native and lifelong 
resident of Neshoba County. He 
was a graduate of Philadelphia 
High School and attended East 
Central Community College. He 
worked for Taylor Machine 
Works for several years. Mr. 
Wolverton was a member of 
Longino Baptist Church. 

Survivors include mother, Fay 
Wolverton; sister, Lisa Jenkins 
(Boyd); Special Son, Dylan Hitt; 
nephews, Corbin Jenkins 
(Reaghan)and Cody Jenkins; 

great nephew, Chasen Jenkins. 
Mr. Wolverton was preceded 

in death by his father, Harold 
Wolverton; grandparents, Cecil 
B. and Luna Agent, Marvin and 
Grace Wolverton. 

 

Debbie Stodghill 
Lott 

A memorial service was held 
on Saturday November 27, 2021 
at 11:00 a.m. from Morrow 
Cemetery in Neshoba County. 

Ms. Debbie Stodghill Lott, 
65, of Lauderdale, died Monday, 
November 22, 2021.  

Born and raised in Jackson, 
MS, she was a 1974 graduate of 
Byram High School and graduat-
ed with a business degree from 
Phillips College in 1976.  She 
loved the game of golf and won 
the Ladies Championship at 
Northwood Country Club in her 
early years.  She also loved to 
work in her flower garden, espe-
cially tending her roses.  She 
dearly loved her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren.  Ms. Lott 
was of Christian faith. 

Survivors include son, Frank 
Rader (Karen); sisters, Dinah 
Kennedy (Jim) and Donna 
Spooner (Wade); grandchildren, 
Dyllon Rader and Braden Rader; 
several nieces, nephews, and 
their families; numerous aunts, 
uncles, and their families. 

Preceding Ms. Lott in death 
were her parents, Frank and 
Helen Stodghill. 

 

Ronald Larry 
Lewis 

Funeral service for Mr. 
Ronald Larry Lewis was held at 2 
PM Monday, November 29, 
2021 at John E. Stephens Chapel 
with Rev. Mark Cloy officiating. 
Interment  in East Lawn Ceme-
tery with Masonic Rites. John E. 
Stephens Chapel in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Lewis, 78, passed away 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at 
Neshoba General Hospital. He 
has lived in Neshoba County all 
of his life. He retired from U.S. 
Electrical Motors. He was P.M. 
Philadelphia Masonic Lodge 
#93, Past Potentate Hamasa Tem-
ple, Meridian Chapter #25 and 
Cyrene Commander #9. Mr. 
Lewis was a member of East 
Philadelphia Baptist Church. He 
was an avid deer hunter and 
enjoyed playing jokes on friends. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
R.B. and Minnie Belle May 
Lewis; Wife, Barbara Ryals 
Lewis; Daughter, Rhonda 
Lynette Lewis; Son, Sydney 
Eugene Lewis; Grandson, 
William Riley Lewis Steele. 

Mr. Lewis is survived by his 
daughter, Dana Lashea Lewis 
(Darrell Steele) of Philadelphia; 
Son, Jerry Scott Lewis of 
Philadelphia; Brothers, Morris 
Gerald Lewis of Philadelphia and 
Charles Dwight Lewis of Union; 
(3) Grandchildren; Several nieces 
and nephews. 

Pallbearers: Hunter Lewis, Eli 
Lewis, Byron McClellan, Kevin 
Ryals, Stephen Hutcherson, 
Brent Davis, Darrell Steele, 
Avery Steele and masons. 

 

William W. 
Stevens 

Funeral service for Mr. 
William W. Stevens was held 2 
PM Sunday, November 28, 2021 
at John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. John E. Stephens officiating. 
Burial in Center Ridge Baptist 
Cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel in charge. 

Mr. Stevens, 73, passed away 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
at Neshoba General Hospital in 
Philadelphia, MS. He lived in 
Neshoba Co. most of his life, and 
was a Logger. He was a member 
of Center Ridge Baptist Church. 
His hobby was fishing. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, John L. Stevens and 
Mavis Alday Stevens; son, Henry 
Stevens; sister, Virginia Booker; 
brother, Tommy Stevens. 

Survivors include sister, Edna 
Ward of Lauderdale; (2) grand-
children, Levi and Daniel 
Stevens; (1) nephew, William 
Cumberland. 

Family and friends served as 
pallbearers. 

 

Theo Dwight 
Thomas 

Funeral services for Mr. Theo 
Dwight Thomas will be held at 
10 AM Friday, November 26, 
2021 at Macedonia Baptist 
Church with Rev. Mark Patrick 
officiating. Interment will be in 
Conehatta Community Ceme-
tery. Visitation will begin at 2 PM 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
at Macedonia Baptist Church. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 

Services in charge. 
Mr. Thomas, 29, passed away 

on Tuesday, November 23, 2021 
at in Conehatta, MS. He enjoyed 
playing softball, playing guitars, 
fishing, playing washers and 
cards 

He is preceded in death by his 
mother, Felisa Jefferson Thomas; 
sisters, Kenetria Thomas and 
Selena Thomas 

Survivors include his father, 
Theodore Thomas; sisters, ShaL-
isa Jefferson Isom, Thea Marie 
Thomas; brother, Therrick 
Thomas. 

Pallbearers are Aarion 
Williamson, Cameron Shoe-
make, Jamion Shoemake, Rock-
ky Isom, Jamie Wesley, Delvin 
Williams, Ferris Tubby, Kendall 
Frazier, Bruce Jefferson. 

 

Micheal Durrell 
Robinson 

Funeral services for Mr. 
Micheal Durrell Robinson will be 
held at 2 PM Friday, November 
26, 2021 at Bogue Chitto Gym 
with Rev. Charles Doby Henry 
and Deacon Kendall Wallace 
officiating. Interment will be in 
Robinson Family Cemetery. Vis-
itation will begin at 10 AM 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
at Bogue Chitto Gym. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Servic-
es in charge. 

Mr. Robinson, 26, passed 
away on Sunday, November 21, 
2021 at his home. He enjoyed 
cutting hair, singing, drawing, all 
sports and spending time with his 
children. 

Survivors include wife, Asha 
Robinson; parents, Darrell 
Mingo and Elizabeth Robinson; 
daughters, La’Kyla Robinson, 
Paizlyn Robinson, Alaysia 
Willis; son, Keyshaun Willis; sis-
ters, Shena Mingo, Martisha 
Mingo; brothers, Jonathan 
Robinson, Darrell Mingo, Jr., 
Christian Mingo. 

Pallbearers are Josh Frazier, 
Julius Vaughn, Milo Vaughn, 
Dominique Bell, Darlan Wallace, 
Mike Buffalomeat, Chad Frazier, 
Mar’e Clemmons. 

 

Tom Turner 
A memorial service will be 

held on Wednesday, November 
24, 2021 at 2:30 p.m. from First 
United Methodist Church with 
visitation beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
until service time at the church.  
McClain-Hays Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.  

A native and a lifelong resi-
dent of Philadelphia, MS, he was 
a graduate of Philadelphia High 
School and the University of 
Mississippi.  He was owner and 
operator of Turner Surveying and 
Mapping.  Tom was a beloved 
youth sports coach, coaching 
children in baseball and soccer 
for many years.  He was a mem-
ber of First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia. Tom 
loved Ole Miss Football games 
and tailgating in The Grove.   

Survivors include daughter, 
Mali Turner (Peter Schmitt) of 
Philadelphia, MS; sons, Dustin 
Turner of Dallas, TX, Kip Turner 
(Haley), Joey Turner and Beck 
Turner, all of Philadelphia, MS; 
grandchildren, Leonie Schmitt, 
Lydia Schmitt, Reid Thompson, 
Leyton Turner, Olivia Turner, 
Willow Grace Turner, Wilder 
Beckett Turner; brothers, Ken 
Turner (Patrice) and Dan Turner; 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
their families.  

Preceding Mr. Turner in death 
were his wife, Molly Ruffin 
Turner; and parents, Joe and 
Mary “Mac” Turner.  

The family has requested 
those who wish to express sym-
pathy, that remembrances be 
made in the form of contributions 
to the Porter Jordan Memorial 
Fund.
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Neshoba County’s October 

unemployment rate stood at 
4.2%, an eight-tenths of a per-
cent drop when compared to 
the previous month, according 
to figures from the Mississippi 
Department of Employment 
Security figures. 

Compared to the unem-
ployment rate of 6.1% a year 
ago during the waning months 
of the economic slowdown 
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, unemployment has 

dropped 1.9% in the past year. 
There were 410 unem-

ployed people during October, 
which was 80 less than last 
month. Neshoba County’s 
labor force in October stood at 
9,670 people, a decrease of 
230 people when compared to 
September’s 9,800 total.  

Mississippi’s not seasonal-
ly adjusted unemployment 
rate for October 2021 was 
3.9%, decreasing eight-tenths 
of a percentage point from the 
previous month’s rate of 4.7%. 
When compared to the Octo-
ber 2020 rate of 6.2%, the rate 

decreased by 2.3 percentage 
points. 

The number of unem-
ployed decreased 9,800 over 
the month, while the 
employed total increased 
3,300 from the prior month. 
The nation’s unemployment 
rate for October 2021 at 4.3% 
decreased three-tenths of a 
percentage point over the 
month and 2.3 percentage 
points over the year. 

Mississippi’s nonfarm 
employment increased 15,900 
over the month and 27,200 
over the year.  

Industry sectors registering 
the largest monthly employ-
ment gains were Trade, Trans-
portation & Utilities; Profes-
sional & Business Services; 
Leisure & Hospitality; and 
Educational & Health Servic-
es. 

For October 2021, 27 coun-
ties in Mississippi posted 
unemployment rates less than 
or equal to the state’s rate of 
3.9%. Rankin County posted 
the lowest unemployment rate 
for October at 2.7%. Jefferson 
County had the highest at 
12.2%.

Neshoba County unemployment rate down nearly 1% for Oct.
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The struggle with joy

The Devotional Page is made possible by these businesses which encourage everyone to 
attend worship services on Sunday. If your church is not listed, please call 601-656-4000. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

The Servant of God spoken of in this 
passage is one in whom God delights 
(verse 1). He has come to do the will of 
God, and God is well pleased with him. 
The Servant that Isaiah writes about is 
Christ the Lord. The word “Lord” holds 
forth his divinity; the word “Servant” holds 
forth his manhood. This is the perfection of 
our Mediator, God with us. He is not 
ashamed to call us brethren.  

God commands us to “Behold” Christ, 
that is, to gain a sound look at him. And in 
order to do this we must see our need of 
him and how he meets that need. If you 
judge yourself an undone man before God, 
then Christ coming out of love and sorrow 
to help you is a welcome sight. 

The prophet speaks of the great things 
Christ would do. A central theme is that he 
will bring forth justice to the nations (vers-
es 1, 3, 4). God’s judicial righteousness is 
demonstrated in the gospel. There is not so 
much justice seen in anything as in God 
not sparing his own Son, but giving him for 
sinners. In the Scripture justification is the 
opposite of condemnation, and we are only 
justified in Christ. 

Paul says, “There is now no condemna-
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus”, and 
“Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies; who is to 
condemn?” These passages and others like 
them show beyond a doubt that no other 
penal retribution exists or is required for the 
guilt of the believer’s sins than that of 
Christ’s sacrifice. This is good news for 
sinners. 

God will never lie about a man. His 
report, his judgment is always right. So 
when he says there is no condemnation and 
that his righteous justice is satisfied, that 
means the one who has embraced Christ 
truly by faith is not guilty in his sight. The 
other side as well; those who are not 
Christ’s will give their own account to God 
for their sins and face judgment according 
to the perfect justice of God. The Scripture 
warns that there are none righteous in his 
sight. 

Therefore, labor for a sight of Christ that 
sees his worth, his dying love, his majesty, 
his excellence, his humility, his glory. 
When we are charged to keep our eyes 
upon Jesus, it means an exalting, sound 

view, full of faith and love. 
In verse 3 we read, “A bruised 

reed he will not break, and a faintly burn-
ing wick he will not quench.” In Matthew 
12 this passage is quoted to show the com-
passion Jesus has for sinners. The Pharisees 
in Matthew 12 are examples of what a 
bruised reed is not; one with a form of god-
liness outwardly, but whose hearts are far 
from God inwardly. 

The bruised and faintly burning souls 
are those who mourn over their sins. Any-
one might mourn when affliction is on 
them in this troubled world, but the Spirit 
causes men sorrow for sin because of the 
systemic corruption of it. One rejoices over 
being cleansed of sin, the leprosy of the 
soul. 

To mourn for sin is a grace promised by 
God in the new covenant. We require 
God’s Spirit to mourn for sin in a way that 
makes us come to Christ and be thankful. 
When I behold Christ rightly, I see he gave 
himself for me when I in no way deserved 
it. It was purely his grace and love. 

Christians sometimes can be bruised and 
feel like a faintly burning wick in their faith 
and devotion to Christ. Samuel Rutherford 
wrote some helpful words for you: “You 
may yourself ebb and flow, rise and fall, 
wax and wane; but your Lord is this day as 
he was yesterday; and it is your comfort 
that your salvation is not rolled upon the 
wheels of your own making, neither have 
you to do with a Christ of your own mak-
ing.” 

Rutherford was reminding us of the 
Lord’s steadfast love to his people. We are 
apt to endeavor to serve Christ to earn his 
favor, and little wonder he sends loving 
chastisements that disturb our peace to 
keep us from such vanity. Rather, we fol-
low him as his sheep; as our Good Shep-
herd, the Servant of God, who laid down 
his life for us; and that way we are moved 
by love, not merit. 

If you struggle with joy in the Christian 
life, seek to behold Christ anew every day.  
Meditate on his glory in your justification 
and salvation. Stir up high thoughts of 
Christ, and the greatness of his intercession 
for you. Behold the Servant of God. 

The Rev. Chris Shelton is pastor of 
Union’s First Presbyterian Church.
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“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
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“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day 

may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (ESV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



States Constitution, that when 
Roe was decided in 1973 
there is no fundamental right 
in our United States Constitu-
tion to an abortion,” Reeves 
said. 

He also said he believed a 
1992 case that reaffirmed Roe 
was wrong, accusing justices 
of allowing “politics to play 
into their decision making.'' 

Mississippi Republicans 
have long vied to send test 
cases to the Supreme Court 
with the aim of overturning 
Roe. Anti-abortion views are 
an important pillar of conser-
vative politics in the state. 

The Supreme Court has 
never allowed states to ban 
abortion before the point at 
roughly 24 weeks when a 
fetus can survive outside the 
womb. 

Lower courts blocked the 
Mississippi law, as they have 
other abortion bans that 
employ traditional enforce-
ment methods by state and 
local officials. The Supreme 
Court had never before even 
agreed to hear a case over 
what abortion activists call a 
pre-viability abortion ban. 

Mississippi’s only abortion 
clinic in Jackson offers abor-
tions up to 16 weeks of preg-
nancy and  about 60 abortions 
a week are performed there. 

Reeves argued that Missis-
sippi’s law is not out of line 
because many European coun-
tries restrict abortion after the 
first trimester. 

“Mississippi will still have 
a law on the books in which 
39 countries, 39 out of 42 in 
Europe, have more restrictive 
abortion laws than what I 
believe to be one of the most 
conservative states in the 
United States,” Reeves said. 

The governor was pressed 
on NBC about how he squares 
his desire to restrict abortion 

with his calls for personal 
freedom in opposition to 
COVID-19 vaccine mandates. 

“The difference between 
vaccine mandates and abor-
tions is vaccines allow you to 
protect yourself,” Reeves said. 
“Abortions actually go in and 
kill other American babies.” 

A ruling that overturned 
Roe and the 1992 case of 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey 
would lead to outright bans or 
severe restrictions on abortion 
in 26 states, according to the 
Guttmacher Institute, a 
research organization that sup-
ports abortion rights. 

“This is the most worried 
I've ever been,” said Shannon 
Brewer, who runs the only 
abortion clinic in Mississippi, 
the Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization. 

The clinic offers abortions 
up to 16 weeks of pregnancy 
and about 10% of abortions it 
performs take place after the 
15th week, Brewer said. 

Lower courts blocked the 
Mississippi law, as they have 
other abortion bans that 
employ traditional enforce-
ment methods by state and 
local officials. 

The court could uphold the 
Mississippi law without 
explicitly overruling Roe and 
Casey, an outcome that would 
satisfy neither side. 

Abortion-rights advocates 
say that result would amount 
to the same thing as an out-
right ruling overturning the 
earlier cases because it would 
erase the rationale undergird-
ing nearly a half-century of 
Supreme Court law. 

“A decision upholding this 
ban is tantamount to overrul-
ing Roe. The ban prohibits 
abortion around two months 
before viability,” said Julie 
Rikelman, who will argue the 
case for abortion. 

On the other side, abortion 
opponents argue that the court 
essentially invented abortion 
law in Roe and Casey, and 
shouldn’t repeat that mistake 
in this case. 

If the justices uphold Mis-
sissippi’s law, they’ll have to 
explain why, said Thomas Jip-
ping, a Heritage Foundation 
legal fellow. They can either 
overrule the two big cases, 
Jipping said, “or they’re going 
to have to come up with 
another made-up rule.” 

Conservative commentator 
Ed Whelan said such an out-
come would be a “massive 
defeat” on par with the Casey 
decision in 1992, in which a 
court with eight justices 
appointed by Republican pres-
idents unexpectedly reaf-
firmed Roe. 

This court appears far more 
conservative than the one that 
decided Casey, and legal his-
torian Mary Ziegler at Florida 
State University’s law school, 
said the court probably would 
“overrule Roe or set us on a 
path to doing so.” 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
might find the more incre-
mental approach appealing if 
he can persuade a majority of 
the court to go along. Since 
Roberts became chief justice 
in 2005, the court has moved 
in smaller steps on some 
issues. 

Mississippi is one of 12 
states ready to act almost 
immediately if Roe is over-
turned. Mississippi has an 
abortion trigger law that 
would take effect and ban all 
or nearly all abortions. 

Some legal briefs in the 
case make clear that the end 
of Roe is not the ultimate goal 
of abortion opponents. 

The court should recognize 
that “unborn children are per-
sons” under the Constitution’s 
14th Amendment, a conclu-
sion that would compel an 
end to almost all legal abor-
tions, Princeton professor 
Robert George and scholar 
John Finnis wrote. Finnis was 
Justice Neil Gorsuch’s adviser 
on his Oxford dissertation, an 
argument against assisted sui-
cide.
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Man busted for meth allegedly 
impersonates sheriff’s deputy
By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Forest man was arrested 

on meth charges after he 
claimed he was a law enforce-
ment officer while blocking a 
driveway near Linwood last 
week, the authorities said. 

Alex Harrell, 35, of 3426 
Highway 21 Lot 23, Forest, 
was arrested and charged with 
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance and imper-
sonating an officer. 

Sheriff Eric Clark said the 
arrest was made on Tuesday, 
Nov. 23, early in the afternoon 
when a resident at a home on 

Road 325 confronted 
a man in a gray Dodge 
Pickup Truck who 
was blocking her 
driveway.  

Clark said the 
woman asked the man 
to move his vehicle, 
and when he refused, 
she said she would call 
the Sheriff’s Office. 
Clark said the man in the 
truck, who would later be 
identified as Harrell, refused 
to move and said he was a 
sheriff’s deputy. 

Clark said his office was 
called and deputies were dis-
patched to the house just off of 

Highway 15 South in 
the Linwood commu-
nity. 

Deputies deter-
mined the man was 
“under the influence 
of something” and 
“definitely impaired.” 
Clark said that after a 

“small struggle,” they 
were able to get control 

of the man and at that time 
found a small glass container 
in his hand containing a felony 
amount of methamphetamine. 

Harrell was out of jail by 
Thursday afternoon on a 
$15,800 bond.

Supreme 
Continued from page 1A
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Prepared text of Branning rallly remarks: 
Good morning.  I am Jenifer Branning, and it 

has been my honor to serve in the Mississippi 
State Senate, Where I have been fortunate to 
work with other elected officials on issues 
involving the promotion and protection of 
women and children.  

The matter before the court is one that I am 
very passionate about.  It is also an issue that is 
extremely important to the people that I repre-
sent, as well as scores of other citizens of our 
state and nation.   House Bill 1510, which passed 
overwhelmingly in both chambers of our state 
legislature, is a great leap forward in protecting 
that most basic human right….the RIGHT TO 
LIFE.    

ALL life has value, and that value doesn’t just 
start at birth.  As elected officials, we have an 
obligation to do everything within our power to 
preserve that right, and I am proud that our citi-
zens and legislators have worked closely togeth-
er to make Mississippi the safest state in the 
nation for the unborn.  

As a legislator, but most importantly as a 
mother, I have both a legislative and a moral 
responsibility to protect human life and the 
unborn, all while promoting the health of 
women.  I believe that House Bill 1510 is a sig-
nificant step in that direction.  

The protection of the unborn should not be 

viewed as a political football to be kicked around 
by any one political party, but it should be seen 
for what it really is.  This is about protecting 
human rights and ensuring that every person has 
the basic freedoms each one of us are guaranteed 
as Americans.  The rights to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness are the most basic rights that 
we enjoy as citizens of this great country.   

I fervently hope and pray that the court will 
render a decision that will affirm the state’s posi-
tion and will guarantee that protecting the sancti-
ty of human life and the rights of the unborn is 
not just a basic human right but is a sacred and 
guaranteed American right.  And, that the 
Court’s decision will return policymaking back 
to the states in a way that both empowers women 
and promotes life.  

It has been my great honor to be here with 
you today to represent the people of my district 
and thousands of other Mississippians who are 
prayerfully waiting for the court’s decision.  

Where we find ourselves today is a great 
example of what can happen when private citi-
zens and elected officials stand together to 
defend this most basic American right, and this 
legislator and mother is honored to stand here 
with them.  

Thank you very much.  May God bless you 
all and may God continue to bless this country 
we all love.  Thank you.  

Prepared text of Branning talk D.C.

Alex 
Harrell

By STAFF REPORTS 
staff@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Taylor Defense Products in 

Louisville has been awarded a 
$261.7 million contract to pro-
vide cranes for the U.S. Army, it 
was announced by the state’s 
two U.S. Senators this week. 

Taylor Defense won the 
competitive $261,753,327 firm 
fixed-price contract to produce 
commercial cranes with minor 
military modifications, U.S. 
Sens. Roger Wicker and Cindy 
Hyde-Smith said on Tuesday 
announced the award. The con-
tract work is expected to extend 
through Nov. 18, 2024. 

“Taylor Defense continues to 
deliver some of the best heavy-
duty equipment in the world to 

our troops,” Wicker said. “It is 
encouraging to see the Army 
recognize Taylor Defense with 
this contract award, which will 
support the hardworking 
employees that build these plat-
forms here in Mississippi.” 

“This contract is a huge vote 
of confidence in Taylor Defense 
and its employees to give the 
Army the equipment it needs to 
succeed logistically,” Hyde-
Smith said. “I commend Taylor 
on its successful bid, which will 
benefit our national defense and 
our state’s economy.” 

In May, the Army awarded 
Taylor Defense a $1.27 million 
contract to develop a modern-
ized Rough Terrain Container 
Handler (RTCH) prototype as 
part of the Army’s mission to 

replace obsolete components 
with new technology that will 
increase RTCH capabilities and 
extend the system service life of 
the vehicles. 

In June 2019, the U.S. Navy 
selected Taylor Defense to 
repair and maintain all-terrain 
cranes for the Marine Corps, a 
contract worth up to $84 million 
over 10 years. 

Taylor, with a complete fab-
rication shop and serving as the 
master distribution center for 
servicing parts, has its Opera-
tions and Distribution Center of 
Sudden Service Inc. in Philadel-
phia at 103 Industrial Park 
Road. The 97,300-square-foot 
facility employs about 60 peo-
ple.

Taylor lands $261M defense contract
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Get more benefits for a $0 plan premium
If you have both Medicaid and Medicare, you could get more help  
to cover your care and costs. UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete®  
(HMO D-SNP) includes a prepaid card to buy covered over-the-counter 
products and groceries, plus many other extra benefits you may be 
missing today. All for a $0 plan premium.

With $100 a month on a prepaid card:
• Buy over-the-counter products, including pain relievers, vitamins, 

bandages, allergy relief and more
• Buy healthy foods, including fruits, vegetables, fish, meat, dairy, 

cereal, pasta and more
• Shop at participating stores or order online with free home  

delivery option

There’s more for you. Call today.
1-844-218-0107, TTY 711

Dual Complete is the nation’s  
#1 health plan1 for people who:
• Have both Medicaid  

and Medicare
• Could use more help to cover 

more care and costs
• Want more benefits for a  

$0 plan premium

uhccp.com/MSdual

$100 a month
    for covered OTC products and groceries
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Neshoba County Jail 
Docket from 11/22-11/29 

• Jonie D Bell, 44, of 1306 
Kosciusko Rd; possession 
with intent to distribute, disor-
derly conduct, resisting arrest 

• Lesanders Bragg, 48, of 
100 Sistrunk Lot 10; posses-
sion of marijuana-vehicle, 
driving under the influence 
other substance 

• Anthony James Broad-
way, 28, of 10352 Rd 539; 
trespassing 

• Darius Demale Carter, 
25, of 497 Stallo Rd, Noxapa-
ter; contempt of court 

• Joseph Malcolm 
Comans, 27, of 88 Springfield 
Rd, Carthage; contempt of 
court, failure to appear 

• Terry Daniels, 65, of 
10571 Rd 781; simple assault 

• Robert Evans, 42, of 
10981 Rd 149; trespassing, 
petit larceny-less than $1000, 
hold for investigations 

• Christopher Paul Gipson, 
35, of 1890 Rose Bud School 
Rd, Walnut Grove; failure to 
appear 

• John David Goodin, 47, 
of 10751 Rd 3407; domestic 
violence simple assault-1st, 
disorderly conduct 

• Chiquita Green, 43, of 
262 Carver Ave; possession 
of marijuana-vehicle 

• Caleb Diego Gurrea, 21, 
of 36 Tomechi Anowa, Heidel-
berg; driving under the influ-
ence-1st offense 

• Alex Harrell, 45, of 3426 
Hwy 21 Lot 23, Forest; pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, impersonating an offi-
cer 

• Bryant Henry, 42, of 209 
East Tucker Rd; hold for 
investigations 

• Reagan Michelle Hick-
man, 24, of 103 Government 
Qrt Circle; driving under the 
influence-1st offense 

• Julianne Patrice Jeffer-

son, 28, of 294 E Tucker Rd; 
failure to appear X2 

• Sedrick L Johnson, 50, of 
685 Tom Hughes Rd, 
Lawrence; contempt of court 

• Josh Jones, 40, of 10981 
Rd 149; petit larceny-less 
than $1000, trespassing, hold 
for investigations, no drivers 
license, reckless driving 

• Michael Thomas Ladd, 
53, of 10733 Rd 315, Union; 
no charges listed 

• Nikki Jane Landrum, 34, 
of 10051 Rd 1345; conspiracy 
to commit a crime-felony X3, 
possession of controlled sub-
stance 

• Sequoyah Lewis, 26, of 
137 Chitto Cir; possession of 
controlled substance 

• Byron McMillan, 28, of 
114 Tucker Cut Off Rd; failure 
to appear 

• David Nowell, 38, of 
11791 Rd 539; no charges 
listed 

• Marvin Roberts, 68, of 11 
Westerfield Rd, Preston; no 
charges listed 

• Jonathan Ross, 27, of 
211 Northwest St, Canton; 
possession of marijuana-vehi-
cle, possession of parapher-
nalia 

• Anthony Rush, 29, of 
1700 Pendleton Square; 
domestic violence simple 
assault-1st, no drivers 
license, no insurance, pos-
session of marijuana-vehicle, 
possession of controlled sub-
stance 

• Lawrence Stribling, 72, of 
4907 Strickling Rd; no insur-
ance, driving under the influ-
ence-2nd offense 

• Anthony Talbert, 33, of 
10630 Rd 410; no charges 
listed 

• Bryan Deshawn Thomp-
son, 30, of 10981 Rd 149; 
petit larceny-less than $1000, 
trespassing, hold for investi-
gations 

• Anthony Tolbert, 33, of 
10251 Rd 363; malicious mis-
chief under $1000 

• Mason Clint Tubby, 32, of 
789 New Housing Rd; hold for 
investigations, possession of 
controlled substance 

• Sherina F Wesley, 28, of 
2683 Hugh Mitchell Rd, Cone-
hatta; failure to appear X2 

• Terry White, 58, of 10900 
Rd 616; domestic violence 
aggravated assault 

 
Winston County Jail Dock-

et for Philadelphia Police 
arrests from 11/22-11/28 

• Nace L Bennamon, 39, of 
307 Peachtree Ave; civil con-
tempt-failure to appear or 
complete jury service 

• Jordan A Billiot, 35, of 
102 Cedarwood, Franklin, LA; 
hold-detainer other agency, 
controlled substance-posses-
sion of schedule 1 or II—
1/10th gram-2 grams or 2-10 
dosage units, controlled sub-
stance-possession of para-
phernalia, fleeing or eluding 
law enforcement officer in a 
motor vehicle-results in seri-
ous bodily injury to another 

• Matthew H Cain, 33, of 
535 Lamar Cir; contempt of 
court-municipal court 

• Thurman P Isaac, 57, of 
124 Thompson Rd; contempt 
of court-municipal court 

• Kendra Johns, 43, of 536 
Center Ave; larceny-petit-
value under $1000 

• Demarius R Moore, 23, of 
309 Albert St, Brookhaven; 
MV-reckless driving 

• Donterrius L Poe, 25, of 
605 Christain St; speeding 10 
over, MV-tag-none or expired, 
MV-seatbelt violation, disor-
derly conduct-failure to com-
ply with request or command 
of law enforcement officers

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Police report no property 

damage or injuries after inves-
tigating reports of shots fired 
in the city limits Monday 
night. 

Philadelphia Police Det. 

Bobby Pattillo said police 
received a call reporting what 
were believed to be gunshots 
in the area of Robinhood Cir-
cle about 10:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, Nov. 29. 

“We did get calls concern-
ing shots fired,” Pattillo said. 
“Responding officers did not 

find anyone shooting but 
patrolled the area throughout 
the night.”  

Pattillo said there had been 
no further reports of anyone hit 
or any property damage, nor 
did anything turn up during 
their subsequent patrols.

Shots fired turn up no damage



By COLEMAN EAKES 
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teve Wilkerson 
loves a good meal 
and his favorite 
thing is steak 
grilled over char-

coal that he grills himself. 
Grilling is something Wilk-

erson, who owns Steve’s on the 
Square, has always enjoyed. So 
he will fire up the grill before 
getting into the kitchen and 
preparing the rest of the meal.  

However, he leaves most of 
the cooking now to his wife, 
Jenny Lynn.  

The two love to sit down at 
the end of a long day and watch 
the Food Network.  

“I have a sweet tooth,” Wilk-
erson said. “I love anything 
that’s sweet. I love blackberry 
cobbler, key lime pie, egg cus-
tard and ice cream. I eat ice 
cream probably six times a 
week.”  

Wilkerson said he learned a 
lot about cooking from watch-
ing his older sister, Ada May 
Thrash, cook in the kitchen.  

She loved to cook chicken 
and dressing, said Wilkerson, 
who also was a cook in the 
National Guard for six years.  

“I learned a lot about cook-
ing just from watching and 
doing,” Wilkerson said. “From 
watching my sister and being a 
cook for the Guard, I learned a 
lot about how to cook.”  

Wilkerson is the youngest of 
10 siblings and grew up in 
Philadelphia. He and Jenny 
Lynn have one daughter, Lacie 
Murphy, who is married to 
Anthony Murphy, and together 
they have two children, Chase 
and Caiden Murphy.  

This year, Steve’s on the 
Square received the Small Busi-
ness of the Year award from the 
Community Development Part-
nership. Steve’s on the Square 
has been in business since Feb-
ruary 1983. 

 
GREEN BEAN  

SANDWICH APPETIZ-
ER 

Ingredients: 
4 cans whole green beans 
16 oz Italian Dressing  
Two 8 oz blocks of cream 

cheese 
1 package dry ranch dress-

ing mix mustard to taste 
2 loaves thin bread 
 
Directions: 
Day 1: Drain beans and 

marinate in Italian dressing.  
Day 2: Cut crust from 

bread. Mix cream cheese, 
mustard and ranch dressing. 
Spread mixture on bread 
slice. Drain beans and place 3 
beans on bread slice. Roll up 
in jelly-roll fashion. Store in 
an airtight container in the 
refrigerator.  

Day 3: Cut rolls into 3-4 
slices to resemble a pinwheel. 
Garnish with paprika. 

 
PUERTO RICO CHICK-

EN 
Ingredients: 
1 chicken baked and 

deboned 
1 head cabbage, chopped 

into bite-sized chunks 
2-3 onions, chopped into 

bite-sized chunks  
¾ cup olive oil 
1 ½ cups ketchup 

1-2 jalapeno peppers (or as 
much or little as you want) 

 
Directions: 
Sauté onions, cabbage, and 

peppers in olive oil. Add bal-
ance of ingredients over. Let 
simmer for about 15 minutes. 
Place in casserole dish.  

 
CREAM OF POTATO 

SOUP 
Ingredients: 
8 to 10 potatoes, peeled and 

quartered 
1 medium onion, chopped 

fine and sautéed in butter  
1 can evaporated milk 
1 can cream of chicken 

soup 
½ lb. Velveeta cheese 
Salt and Pepper 
½ stick margarine  
 
Directions: 
Place potatoes on to boil 

(water should just cover pota-
toes). Add pepper, salt, mar-
garine and onions. Cook until 
tender. Add cream of chicken 
soup and evaporated milk. 
Blend thoroughly. Add cheese 
in small chunks. Cook on low 
until cheese is melted, stirring 

often.  
 

ROAST 
Ingredients: 
A chuck roast 
Ranch dressing mix 
Au jus gravy mix 
Stick of butter 
Jarred pepperoncini pep-

pers  
 
Directions: 
Place the chuck roast in the 

bottom of your crockpot. 
Sprinkle the ranch and au jus 
mixes over the top of the roast. 
Add the butter and pepper-
oncini peppers. Place the lid 
on top and cook over low heat 
for 8 hours or more.  

 
MEATLOAF 

Instructions: 
 
2 lbs. 85% ground beef 
2 eggs 
1 cup regular bread-

crumbs or freshly grated 
bread 

1 onion chopped fine 
½ cup milk 
½ cup Parmesan cheese 
½ cup BBQ sauce 
1 tablespoon Worcester-

shire sauce 
1 tablespoon Dijon mus-

tard  
2 teaspoons garlic minced 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon pepper  
¼ cup dried parsley  
 
Directions: 
For the sauce, ½ cup of 

ketchup. 2 tablespoons of 
brown sugar. 1 tablespoon 
Worcestershire sauce. Preheat 
oven to 350 degrees F. Grease 
9x5 loaf pan with spray oil or 

by rubbing oil onto the sides 
and bottom. Add all of the 
ingredients for the meatloaf 
mixture into a large bowl. 
Place the eggs and milk in a 
separate small bowl and 
whisk together. Then add the 
egg mixture to the meat. 
Blend the meatloaf ingredi-
ents all together. Using your 
hands is best for this step to 
prevent over mixing. Place the 
meatloaf into a prepared loaf 
pan and spread out evenly. 
Mix the sauce ingredients in a 
small bowl. Pour ½ of the 

sauce over the top of the meat-
loaf. Place in the oven and 
bake for 30 minutes. At the 
end of the 30 minutes, pour 
the rest of the sauce over the 
top of the meatloaf and spread 
evenly. Return to the oven for 
an additional 30 minutes or 
until the internal temperature 
reaches 160 degrees. After you 
remove the meatloaf from the 
oven, let it rest for at least 10 
minutes before slicing. Refrig-
erate leftovers in an airtight 
container for up to 3 days or 
freeze for up to 2 months.

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
One of Philadelphia's 

favorite couples celebrated a 
milestone anniversary recently.  
Mundy and Carole Dees 
Breazele have been married for 
57 wonderful years on Novem-
ber 27.  Seven years ago they 
went on a cruise to Nova Scotia 
to celebrate their Golden 
Anniversary and the years have 
flown by to their 57th. 

The Breazeles feel blessed to 
have had this much time togeth-
er with their four children and, 
now, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. It has been a 
wonderful 57 years.  Congratu-
lations! 

~ 
Romily and I spent a week in 

Dallas for Thanksgiving with 
our daughter, Candler, and son-
in-law, Bert Foster, in their 
home. My brother, Ronald 
Grenko, came from Albu-
querque, New Mexico, to join 
us. 

We had a wonderful time 
being together again in Dallas 
after four years absence. The 
past years were spent with us in 
Philadelphia due to Romily's 
health and the pandemic. It had 

been two years since I had seen 
my brother who could not come 
because of the pandemic. 

Abbie, our grand dog, was 
thrilled with the extra attention 
from three more people. Her tail 
wagged so often, I thought it 
might fall off!  We did all of the 
things we enjoy, going to dinner 
at our favorite places, shopping, 
visiting, and just being together.  
Thanksgiving was spent watch-
ing football games while we 
waited for our dinner and the 
Egg Bowl. Bert cooked smoked 
pork for dinner on Friday and I 
was impressed with the results 
which we shared with some 
friends who came over. 

I was very thankful to be 
with them again. The years 
seem to go by so quickly that 
each one is even more precious 
as we celebrate holidays. We 
made new memories and remi-
nisced on days gone by. 

~ 
Trinity Baptist Church was 

the setting for a baby shower 
honoring Bethany Morgan 
Chunn recently. Since the baby 
will be a boy, the church hall 
was appropriately decorated in a 
baby boy theme. The gift table 
was covered in a blue cloth with 
large blocks spelling out the 

word "Baby" across the center.  
Food on the refreshment table 
was served on slices of tree 
trunks.. A mounted squirrel sit-
ting on a tree trunk tray with for-
est greenery and small stuffed 
animals added a special touch to 
the table. It was so clever! Eli 
and Bethany Morgan Chunn 
were delighted with the many 
thoughtful gifts they received. 

~ 
Congratulations to Grace 

Easley, a member of the Lady 
Tornadoes basketball team, for 
being selected as Player of the 
Week. She was honored by 
Mattie Hudson, Philadelphia's 
State Farm Agent. 

Alexander Menchion was 
honored for his basketball tal-
ents as Player of the Week for 
the Tornadoes team. Both play-
ers were given commemorative 
T-shirts by Mattie Hudson. This 
is such a nice gesture of support 
for our local schools.

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

S

Steve and Jenny Lynn Wilkerson

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Wilkerson enjoys tending to the grill



By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Mercedes Cotton and Andrew 
Donald, both of Philadelphia, were 
recently initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation's oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate honor 
society. Cotton and Donald were 
initiated at Mississippi State Uni-
versity. 

They are among approximately 
25,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.  

Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. Only the top 
10 percent of seniors and 7.5 per-
cent of juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate students in 

the top 10 percent of the number of 
candidates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinc-
tion. 

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 
1897 under the leadership of 
undergraduate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to create a 
different kind of honor society: 
one that recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. Today, 
the Society has chapters on more 
than 325 campuses in the United 
States, its territories and the Philip-
pines. 

Its mission is "To recognize 
and promote academic excellence 
in all fields of higher education and 
to engage the community of schol-
ars in service to others." 

Since its founding, more than 
1.5 million members have been 
initiated into Phi Kappa Phi. Some 
of the organization's notable mem-
bers include former President 
Jimmy Carter, NASA astronaut 
Wendy Lawrence, novelist John 
Grisham and YouTube co-founder 
Chad Hurley.  

Each year, Phi Kappa Phi 
awards more than $1 million to 
outstanding students and members 
through graduate and dissertation 
fellowships, undergraduate study 
abroad grants, funding for post-
baccalaureate development, and 
grants for local, national and inter-
national literacy initiatives. For 
more information about Phi Kappa 
Phi, visit www.phikappaphi.org.

NORTH BEND FIRE  
PROTECTION DISTRICT  

ANNUAL MEETING 
North Bend Fire Protec-

tion District will hold its 

annual meeting on December 
11th at 2 pm at Fire Station 
#1 located on Highway 21 
North.  Everyone is invited 
to attend.  

 

COY’S CHRISTMAS 
JUBILEE 

The 4th Annual Coy’s 
Christmas Jubilee will be 
held December 4, 2021 from 
10am - 4pm at 37 Highway 
21 in Preston. 

Come and shop with 20 
different vendors at our holi-
day market. Arts and crafts, 
baked goods, Scentsy, toys, 
clothing and so much more!  

 
LINWOOD FIRE  
DEPARTMENT 

Linwood Fire Department 
will be taking nominations 
for and voting on 1 board 
member on December 7, 
2021 at 5:30 PM. The meet-
ing will take place at the new 
first station located on Road 
325. This is our regular 
meeting that is open to the 
public. 

 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

Pastor Geneva Blunt and 
the Shield of Faith Ministries 
would like to invite you and 
your church family to our 
13th year church anniver-
sary. This event will be held 
on December 19th at 3:00 
p.m. The guest speaker will 
be Pastor Chris Spivey of 
Greenleaf Church in Ludlow, 
MS and Common Grounds 
Ministry in Carthage, MS. 
Please come help us lift up 
the name of Jesus. 

 
AMERICAN LEGION 
American Legion Post 

238 monthly meeting, 
December 4, 2021 at 1 p.m.
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Cotton, Donald initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Of Local Interest

Carefree Red Hatters gather in Canton
The Carefree Red Hatters of Brandon, Canton and Philadelphia enjoyed great food and 
fellowship at the China Buffett in Canton earlier this month. Those attending were Dot 
Williams, Judy Ferguson, Jerrie Whitten, Evelyn Ussery, Linda Sprayberry, Alexa Fergu-
son, Glenda Ferguson, Sherrill Wilson, Georgia Jenkins, Mary Morris, Judy Arnett, and Nel 
Hurst.

Savannah Jones & Johnathan Simmons ...... September 4, 2021

Kalee McCann & Anthony Cypher .................. September 4, 2021

Brianna Whittle & Jamie Rickles......................September 11, 2021

Amber McKay & Zack Bounds..........................September 18, 2021

Caroline Willis & Dave Crasto..........................September 25, 2021

Alexa Harrison & Cody Vernon...............................October 6, 2021

Kayleigh Hancock & Tim Cardwell........................October 9, 2021

Whitney Strickland & Mitchell Bounds.................October 9, 2021

Laurel Ball & Michael Beckham.............................October 16, 2021

Skyler Frank & Garrett Myers................................October 23, 2021

Marlee Parkes & Will Stewart.............................November 6, 2021

Abby Wright & Kip Clark.......................................November 6, 2021

Carly Smith & Dylan Bobo ..................................December 11, 2021

Julia Rester & Brandon Ladd................................Janaury 23, 2022

Brently Comans & Austin Shepard......................January 29, 2022

Sara Watkins & Jeremy Bowen..........................February 26, 2022

Macy Lott & Walker Kelly................................................May 21, 2022

Decorating for Christmas
County Administrator Jeff Mayo, right, and Renea Wilson put up Christmas decorations 
around the Neshoba County Courthouse on Monday afternoon.

Photo by COLEMAN EAKES
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See LEGALS, page 8B

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
12 East

All the open land lying West of County 
Road 505 located in the S 1/2 of NW 
1/4 of NW 1/4; the SE 1/4 of NW 1/4, 
containing a total of 22.00 acres more 
or less.

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

IN THE TRIBAL COURT OF THE

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF A CERTAIN IN-

STRUMENT OF

WRITING PURPORTING TO BE THE 

LAST WILL                          CAUSE 

NO. 2021-287

AND TESTAMENT OF CORINA 

JOHNSON BEAR, DECEASED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 20 th  day of July, 2021 
by the Tribal Court of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians to the under-
signed JAMES RAY JOHNSON upon 
the Estate of CORINA JOHNSON 
BEAR, deceased, notice is hereby giv-
en to all persons having claims against 
said Estate to probate and register the 
same, as provided by law, with the 
Clerk of the Court, within ninety (90) 

-
tion of this Notice. Failure to probate 
and register any such claim within said 
ninety (90) day period will forever bar 
the claim.
WITNESS my signature on this the 16 
th  day of November, 2021.
/s/ JAMES RAY JOHNSON, EXECU-
TOR
OF THE ESTATE OF
CORINA JOHNSON BEAR

Prepared by:
C. JOY HARKNESS
CHOCTAW LEGAL DEFENSE
P.O. BOX 6255
CHOCTAW, MS 39350
(6O1) 650-7449
MS BAR NO. 3078

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

DICKEY LEE TOWNSEND &

MERRY TOWNSEND
PLAINTIFF
VS.
CAUSE NO. 21-324
MICKEY TOWNSEND; NICKEY RAY 

TOWNSEND;

DISCOVER BANK; FORD MOTOR 

CREDIT COMPANY LLC;

B & C FARM COMPANY; STATE OF 

MISSISSIPPI;

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF 

REVENUE;

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR NESHO-

BA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, FIRMS 

AND CORPORATIONS HAVING OR

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITA-

BLE INTEREST IN

AND TO THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED LAND SOLD FOR

TAXES ON AUGUST 25, 2014, PAR-

CEL NO. 04300-26-006.002, PPIN 

19858

LYING IN SE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 SEC-

TION 26, TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH,

RANGE 10 EAST, NESHOBA COUN-

TY, MISSISSIPPI;

AND DOES 1-75, INCLUSIVE                                                                           

DEFENDANTS

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: THE UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS, 

ALL OTHER PERSONS, FIRMS 

AND CORPORATIONS HAVING OR 

CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQUITA-

BLE INTEREST IN AND TO THE FOL-

LOWING DESCRIBED LAND, SOLD 

FOR TAXES ON AUGUST 25, 2014, 

PARCEL NO. 04300-26-006.002, 

PPIN 19858, LYING IN IN SE 1/4 OF 

NW 1/4 SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 11 

NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, NESHO-

BA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

You have been made a Defendant in 

Lee Townsend & Merry Townsend, 

the tax title of property in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi (the “Property”). 
Defendants other than you in this 
action are Mickey Townsend; Nickey 
Ray Townsend; Discover Bank; Ford 
Motor Credit Company, LLC; B&C 
Farm Company; State of Mississippi; 
Mississippi Department of Revenue; 
Neshoba County, Mississippi; and the 
District Attorney for Neshoba County, 
Mississippi.
You are required to mail or hand deliv-
er a written response to the Complaint 

-
drew Hammond, Attorney for Plain-
tiff, whose address is Young Wells 

Ridgeland, Mississippi 39158 or 141 
Township Avenue, Suite 300, Ridge-
land, Mississippi 39157.
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 24th 
DAY OF November 2021, WHICH IS 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR 
RESPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR 
DELIVERED, A JUDGEMENT BY DE-
FAULT WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE MONEY OR OTHER 
RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE COM-
PLAINT.

Response with the Clerk of this Court 
within a reasonable time afterward.
Issued under my hand and seal of 
said Court, this 22nd day of November 
2021.

GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
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BY: ___Gidget Tate                            D.C.

ADVERTISEMENT

FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

The NESHOBA COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS will receive competi-
tive Reverse Auction Bids to be sub-
mitted electronically via the Neshoba 
County website at www.neshobacount 
y.net with said Reverse Auction occur-
ring via invitation on a date and during 

vendors in response to this solicitation 
for acquiring the following equipment 
and services:

Mission Critical Public Safety
Communications Radios, Equipment 
and Services to
Operate on the Mississippi Wireless 
Information Network (MSWIN)

described equipment and bid submittal 
forms may be obtained from the Ne-
shoba County Board of Supervisors 

-
house, 401 Beacon Street, Suite 201, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350, by 
calling 601-656-6281 or on Neshoba 

-
count y.net . Neshoba County, Missis-
sippi will determine if compliance with 

-
ing any bid.

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS:

All responses to the solicitation for said 
system shall be returned, with detailed 
proposals included therewith, less the 

document format, and submitted elec-
tronically at www.neshobacount y.net 
under the correct bid solicitation, by 
12:00 PM, local time, on Tuesday, De-
cember 28, 2021.

It shall be incumbent upon each bid-

when necessary. It is not the intent of 

to any particular make or manufactur-
er of equipment or provider of services, 
but rather to select such emergency 
equipment and services to provide for 

reference to name-brand materials 
or equipment is intended to establish 
the minimum necessary standards 
only and bids submitted on materials, 
equipment and services equal thereto, 
at the sole discretion and determina-
tion of Neshoba County, shall be con-
sidered.

Published by Order of the Board of Su-
pervisors of Neshoba County, Missis-
sippi on the 18th day of October, 2021.

/s/_GUY NOWELL                 
 GUY NOWELL, CLERK
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Publication dates: November 24th and 
December 1st , 2021

CHOCTAW TRIBAL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

LUCY FRAZIER MORRIS, DE-
CEASED
C. A. NO. 2021-300
GLENDALE WILLIS
PETITIONER

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been 
granted on the 20 th day of July, 2021 
by the Tribal Court of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians to the un-
dersigned GLENDALE WILLIS upon 
the Estate of LUCY FRAZIER MOR-
RIS, deceased, notice is hereby given 
to all persons having claims against 
said Estate to probate and register 
the same, as provided by law, with the 
clerk of the court, within ninety (90) 

Notice. Failure to probate and register 
any such claim within said ninety (90) 
day period will forever bar the claim.

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the 
Administrator, this the 16th day of No-
vember, 2021.

/s/ GLENDALE WILLIS               
GLENDALE WILLIS, ADMINISTRA-
TOR

C. JOY HARKNESS, MSB #3078
CHOCTAW LEGAL DEFENSE
P.O. BOX 6255
CHOCTAW, MS 39350
PHONE: (601) 650-7449
FAX: (601) 650-7421
ATTORNEY FOR ADMINISTRATOR

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

COUNTY OF NESHOBA

OF SALE

WHEREAS, on March 05, 2010, a 
Deed of Trust was executed by James 
M. Price to Robert Thomas, Trustee 
for The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia 

-
ness therein described, which Deed 
of Trust is recorded in Book 2010 at 

Chancery Court of Neshoba County, 
Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, on the 12 th day of August, 
2014, the Holder of the Deed of Trust 

the aforesaid Chancery Clerk in Book 
2014, Page 6899; and

WHEREAS, on the 16 th day of March 
2017, the Holder of the Deed of Trust 

the aforesaid Chancery Clerk in Book 
2017, Page 2143; and

WHEREAS, on the 15 th day of No-
vember, 2021, the Holder of said Land 
Deed of Trust substituted and appoint-
ed Steven D. Settlemires, as Trustee 
in said Deed of Trust, by instrument 

Chancery Clerk in Book 2021, at Pag-
es 10057-10058; and

WHEREAS, default having been made 
in the payments of the indebtedness 
secured by the said Land Deed of 
Trust, and the holder of said Land 
Deed of Trust, having requested the 
undersigned so to do, on the 17 th day 
of December, 2021, I will during legal 
hours, at public outcry, offer for sale 
and will sell, at the North door of the 
Neshoba County Courthouse at Phil-
adelphia, Mississippi, for cash to the 
highest bidder, the following described 
land and property situated in Neshoba 
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County, Mississippi, to-wit;

Tract I :

Beginning at a point 71 feet South of 
the Northeast Corner of Lot 2 of Forest 
Park Subdivision in the City of Phila-
delphia, Neshoba County, Mississippi; 
thence run South 175 feet along the 
East line of Lot 2; thence run West 99 
feet; thence run North 175 feet; thence 
run East 99 feet to the point of begin-
ning, all said parcel lying within Lot 2 of 
Forest Park Subdivision. An easement 
5 feet wide is retained for an existing 
sewer line in its center, which sewer 
enters this parcel of land 75 feet West 
of its point of beginning and exits this 
parcel 147 feet from its Southwest 
Corner. This conveyance is subject 
to the restrictions of the covenants 
on said property dated September 17, 

Chancery Clerk of Neshoba County in 
Book A-56, Page 438.

Tract II :

Starting at the Northwest Corner of Lot 
2 of Forest Park Subdivision in the City 
of Philadelphia, Neshoba County, Mis-
sissippi; thence South along the West 
line of said Lot 2 for 71 feet to the point 
of beginning; thence from point of be-
ginning 175 feet south along West 
line of said Lot 2; thence East 100 
feet; thence North 175 feet; thence 
West 100 feet to the point of begin-
ning, all said parcel lying within said 
Lot 2. There is retained an easement 
of 5 feet in width across said parcel 
for an existing sewer line in the center 
of same which enters the parcel 147 
feet North of its Southeast Corner and 
exists 83 feet North of its Southwest 
Corner. This deed is subject to Cove-

Tract III :

SE 1/4 of NW 1/4, Section 3, Township 
12 North, Range 12 East, Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, containing forty 
(40) acres, more or less.

I will only convey such title as is vested 
in me as Substituted Trustee.

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, this the 
19 th day of November, 2021.

/s/
Steven D. Settlemires
Substituted Trustee
Settlemires & Graham PLLC
410 East Beacon Street
Philadelphia, MS 39350
Telephone: (601)656-9597
MSBN: 99674

Publish:

Nov 24, Dec 1, Dec 8 and Dec 15, 
2021

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
JASPER COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARD-
IANSHIP OF
HARPER MADELINE SMITH, A MI-
NOR BY
PHILLIP RICKETSON AND WIFE, 
LINDSEY RICKETSON
PLAINTIFF
WAYNE SMITH and wife, DEBBIE 
SMITH
ADDITIONAL PLAINTIFFS
VS.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 20-027

BRITTNEY LANEE SMITH AND
SCOTT MICHAEL SMITH                                                                          
DEFENDANT

                                                                                   
                                                                                   

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: BRITTNEY LANEE SMITH

You have been made a Defendant in 

Ricketson, Lindsey Ricketson, Wayne 
Smith, and Debbie Smith, regarding a 
Petition to Modify Agreed Final Judg-
ment Seeking Custody.

You are summoned to appear and de-

on Friday the 17 th day of December, 
2021, in the courtroom of the Scott 
County Courthouse at Forest, Missis-
sippi, pursuant to Rule 81 of the Mis-
sissippi Rules of Civil Procedure and 
in case of your failure to appear and 
defend, a judgment will be entered 
against you for the demands made in 

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.

Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this the 18th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.

( SEAL)

Sharon Gray King
Jasper County Chancery Clerk

Bay Springs, Mississippi 39422

BY:     Bonita Huddleston
DEPUTY CLERK

SECTION 00100
Advertisement For bids
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received in the 
Neshoba County Board of Supervi-
sors Board Room, 401 E. Beacon 

Street, Suite 201, Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi, until 11:00 a.m. on January 

18, 2022 for:

Taylor Mast Building Addition

Neshoba County

Board of Supervisors

(Philadelphia, Mississippi)

Note each bidder must have their 
envelope stamped “Received” with 

date and time by the Chancery 

the Courthouse, 401 E. Beacon 
Street, Suite 107, Philadelphia, 

Mississippi prior to the bid time 

paper bid.

P & M Project Number: 2021115

Bid documents are being made 
available via original paper copy 
or electronically. Planholders are 

required to log-in or register for an ac-
count at www.pryor-morrowplans.com 
to view and order Bid Documents. All 

planholders are required to have a 
valid email address for registration. 
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Bid documents are non-refundable 
and must be purchased through 

the website. Electronic bids are not 
required; however, a submission of an 

electronic bid in lieu of a sealed bid 
shall be submitted at www.pryor-mor-
rowplans.com . Questions regarding 
website registration, online orders 

electronic bidding please contact Plan 
House Printing at (662) 407-0193.

Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Section 00200 – Instructions to 

Bidders, bound in the Project Manual.

BID GUARANTEE: Proposals shall be 
submitted with Proposal Security in 

-
able Bid Bond in an amount equal to 

bid; such security is to be forfeited 
as liquidated damages, not penalty, 
by any bidder who fails to carry out 
the terms of the proposal. The Bid 

Bond, if used, shall be payable to the 
Owner. Bonds on the project must 
be received on or before the period 
scheduled for the project and no bid 

may be withdrawn after the scheduled 
closing time for the project. Bids 

(45) days after the scheduled time of 
opening.

PERFORMANCE-PAYMENT BOND: 

issued by a surety company autho-
rized to do business in the State of 

Mississippi will be required within ten 
(10) days after the successful bidder 

contract to him.

CERTIFICATE OF RESPONSIBILITY: 
All bids submitted by a prime or sub-
contractor for public works or public 
projects where said bid is in excess 

to perform contracts enumerated in 
Section 31-3-21, Mississippi Code of 
1972, shall contain on the outside or 
exterior of the envelope or container 

opened or considered unless such 

appears on the outside or exterior of 
said envelope or container or unless 

there appears a statement on the 
outside or exterior of such envelope 
or container to the effect that the bid 
enclosed therewith does not exceed 

bids are submitted electronically, the 

of responsibility, or a statement that 
the bid enclosed does not exceed 

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
on the exterior of the bid envelope 
shall be deemed in compliance by 
including the same information as 

an attachment with the electronic bid 
submittal.

The Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive 

irregularities.

Publish:            November 24, 2021
December 1, 2021
END OF SECTION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Section 65-7-121 of the 
Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotat-
ed, the Neshoba County Board of 
Supervisors hereby give notice of a 
public hearing, to be held pursuant to 

a public road, to be held on January 

in the Neshoba County Courthouse, 
401 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi, in Neshoba County, and no-
tice is further given that the purpose of 
said public hearing is to decide wheth-
er or not it is in the public interest and 
convenience to abandon County Road 
2216 as requested by the residents 
thereof. The Board further notices that 
responses via email to info@neshoba-
county.net or letters to Neshoba Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, 401 Beacon 
Street, Suite 201, Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi 39350 will be considered as 
responsive during said public hearing.

PUBLISHED by the Order of the Board 
of Supervisors of Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, on the 15 th day of No-
vember 2021.

THE NESHOBA COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

By:     _/s/ Kevin Cumberland                
KEVIN CUMBERLAND, BOARD 
PRESIDENT

Publish:        November 24th and De-
cember 1st , 2021

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

 

SANDRA BROWN AND JANET 

HAYS NORRIS PLAINTIFFS

 

VERSUS CAUSE NO.:  21-323

 

THE JAMES A. HAYS REVOCABLE 

TRUST,

AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 19, 

1996,

UNKNOWN TRUSTORS, TRUSTEES,

AND BENEFICIARIES OF THE 

JAMES A. HAYS

REVOCABLE TRUST, AGREEMENT 

DATED

AUGUST 19, 1996 DEFENDANTS

 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

 TO:     The James A. Hays Revoca-

ble Trust, Agreement Dated August 

19, 1996, Unknown Trustors, Trust-

A. Hays Revocable Trust, Agree-

ment Dated August 19, 1996:

 You have been made a Defendant in 

Sandra Brown and Janet Hays Norris, 
seeking for Appointment of Trustee of 

are required to mail or hand deliver a 

against you in this action to K. Lee 
Stribling, Attorney for Plaintiff, whose 
address is 2037 South Carrollton Av-
enue, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118.  
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 17th day 
of November, 2021.  WHICH IS THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR RE-
SPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR 
DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT BY DE-
FAULT WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE MONEY OR OTHER 
RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE COM-
PLAINT. 

Response with the Clerk of this Court 
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within a reasonable time afterward. 

 Issued under my hand and the seal 
of said Court, this 15th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.      

Guy Nowell, Neshoba County Chan-
cery Clerk

BY: /s/Wanda Savell, Deputy Clerk

(Seal)

PUBLISH (Three Times) in the Nesho-
ba Democrat:  11/17/2021, 11/24/2021 
and 12/01/2021

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NESHOBA COUNTY SCHOOLS

 

Notice is hereby given that the NE-

SHOBA COUNTY SCHOOLS

will receive SEALED BIDS via RE-

VERSE AUCTION for the purchase of 
the following:

Precision Machining Equipment

 

Bids will be received by an Electronic 
Sealed Bidding Process administered 
by Southern Procurement Services at 
which time bidding will begin and run 
until Suppliers have completed enter-
ing all bids.  Thereafter, bids will be 
taken under advisement and awarded 
accordingly.

A complete bid package which con-

response sheets may be obtained by 
emailing vaughn@southernprocurem 
ent.com and requesting a complete 
bid package.  The following must be 
placed in the Subject Line of the email:

Neshoba County Schools Precision 

Machining Equipment

 

Vendors will then receive a complete 
bid package and information as to how 
to register with Southern Procurement.  
Please include full contact information, 
including company name, email ad-
dress, telephone numbers and contact 
person in your email request.  Email 

of submission or registration.  Regis-

tration with Southern Procurement 

and acceptance of the Southern 

Procurement Platform Agreement is 

not optional and is required in order 

to participate in this bidding event.  

No exceptions will be made.

-
mitted for this bid event in order to be 
considered for this bidding opportunity.  
Bid responses should be delivered to:
Dierdre Manning
Neshoba County School District
dmanning@neshobacentral.com

and
Vaughn Blaylock
Southern Procurement
vaughn@southernprocurem ent.com

DO NOT INCLUDE PRICING IN-
FORMATION WITH YOUR SPECI-
FICATION RESPONSE.  BIDS WILL 
ONLY BE TAKEN ONLINE AT THE 
APPOINTED TIME AND DATE.
 

Questions regarding these spec-

Vaughn Blaylock, Southern Pro-

curement.

No bid shall be withdrawn after the 
scheduled date and time of the begin-
ning of the bidding event without the 
written consent of the Neshoba Coun-
ty Schools.  Within the limitations of 
Mississippi State Purchasing Law, the 
Neshoba County Schools reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids received, 
to waive any informalities or irregular-
ities in the bids received, or to accept 
any bid which is deemed most favor-
able to the Neshoba County Schools. 

Lundy Brantley
Superintendent
Neshoba County Schools

Advertise: 24 November 2021
Advertise:   1 December 2021
Mandatory Site Visit Completed By: 
N/A

Before: 10 December 2021 4:00 PM 
Local Time
Bid Date: 13 December 2021 10:00 
AM Local Time

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 10 North, 
Range 10 East

The NE 1/4 of NE 1/4; the S 1/2 of NE 
1/4; all the land lying West of County 
Road 1137 being in the N 1/2 of N 1/2 
of SE 1/4; all the land lying North of 
the main ditch being part of the N 1/2 
of N 1/2 of NE 1/4 of SE 1/4, containing 
160.0 acres more or less and further 
being designated as Parcel # 1, Map 
104 of the Neshoba County Tax Asses-
sor Maps.

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 10 North, 
Range 12 East

Commence at the SE corner of the SW 
1/4 of Section 16, Township 10 North, 
Range 12 East, Neshoba County, Mis-
sissippi, this being the Point of Begin-
ning. Thence run due North a distance 
of 1200.00 feet more or less; thence 
run in a Southwesterly direction 
along an existing tree line a distance 
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of 1060.00 feet more or less to the 
North right-of-way of BIA Road 0024; 
thence run South along said right-of-
way a distance of 1000.00 feet more 
or less to the Point of Beginning, con-
taining 15.5 acres more or less and 
designated as Parcel 18 on the Ne-
shoba County Tax Assessor Map #86. 
Also, commence at a point where the 
South right-of-way of BIA Road 0024 
intersects the East side of an exist-
ing driveway in the SE 1/4 of the SW 
1/4, this being the Point of Beginning. 
Thence run South160.00 feet more 
or less; thence run East 207.00 feet 
more or less; thence run Northwester-
ly along the South right-of-way of BIA 
Road 0024 a distance of 282.00 feet 
more or less to the Point of Beginning, 
containing .4 acre more or less and 
designated as Parcel 18.03 on the Ne-
shoba County Tax Assessor Map #86. 
Also, commence at a point where the 
South right-of-way of BIA Road 0024 
intersects the West side of an exist-
ing driveway in the SE 1/4 of SW 1/4. 
Thence run Northwesterly along said 
right-of-way a distance of 131.00 feet 
more or less to the Point of Beginning; 
thence run West a distance of 297.00 
feet more or less; thence run North 
474.00 feet more or less; thence run 
Southwest along the South right-of-
way of BIA Road 0024 a distance of 
550.00 feet more or less to the Point 
of Beginning, containing 1.7 acres 
more or less and described as Parcel 
18.02 on the Neshoba County Tax As-
sessor Map #86. All parcels described 
contain 17.6 acres more or less.

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent
Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

IN THE TRIBAL COURT OF THE

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF A CERTAIN IN-

STRUMENT OF

WRITING PURPORTING TO BE THE 

LAST WILL    CAUSE NO. 2021-284

AND TESTAMENT OF CLIFTON 

CHAPMAN, DECEASED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 20th day of July, 2021 
by the Tribal Court of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians to the un-
dersigned BETTY JANE CHAPMAN 
SUTTON upon the Estate of CLIFTON 
CHAPMAN, deceased, notice is here-
by given to all persons having claims 
against the said Estate to probate and 
register the same, as provided by law, 
with the clerk of the court, within nine-

publication of this Notice. Failure to 
probate and register any such claim 
within said ninety (90) day period will 
forever bar the claim.
WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the 
Executrix, this the 16th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.

/s/BETTY JANE CHAPMAN SUT-
TON__
BETTY JANE CHAPMAN SUTTON
EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF
CLIFTON CHAPMAN, DECEASED

C. JOY HARKNESS, MSB#3078
CHOCTAW LEGAL DEFENSE
P.O. BOX 6255
CHOCTAW, MS 39350
(601) 650-7421
ATTORNEY FOR EXECUTRIX

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
12 East

All the open land lying East of County 
Road 505 located in the N 1/2 of the 
NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of the SW 1/4; 
the West 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of the SE 
1/4, containing 22.00 acres more or 
less.
Bids will be opened and read at the 

-
tance.

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021, for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 12 North, 
Range 10 East

Commence at a point where the North 
section line intersects the East right-
of-way of Road 167 and run East 
158.0 feet, more or less to the Point 
of Beginning. From said Point of Be-
ginning thence run East along the 
North section line a distance of 1185.0 
feet more or less; thence run South a 
distance of 1320.0 feet more or less; 
thence run West a distance of 1320.0 
feet more or less; thence run North a 
distance of 901.0 feet more or less; 
thence run West a distance of 210.0 
feet more or less; thence run North a 
distance of 381.0 feet more or less; 
thence run East a distance of 330.0 
feet more or less; thence run North 
a distance of 200.0 feet more or less 
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By FELDER RUSHING 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Some years ago I wrote a 

cheeky parody of Twas the 
Night Before Christmas, sub-
stituting familiar lines with 
more gardenesque verses such 
as “The flowers were nestled 
all snug in their beds, while 
visions of compost danced in 
their heads…”  

It didn’t catch on. But this 
year I hit on a new prospect; 
more on this in a moment.  

Before getting into the 
idea, I want to share empathy 
with anyone already caught up 
in the holiday gifting swirl, 
looking for keepsakes to 
remind family and friends of 
our caring for one another. 
Problem is, like with many of 
you, I have hard-to-please 
folks on my list. Not necessar-
ily picky, just already have 
mostly what they really want. 
So little tchotchkes are about 
all I have left to offer. 

Under the guise of gifts I’d 
love to sneak some of my 
favorite plants into my son’s 
garden and shower my daugh-
ter with indoor plants that 
could tolerate the low light 
and low humidity of her apart-
ment without becoming allur-
ing chew-toys for her cat and 
dog. But I’m afraid it would 
appear as a horticulturist dad 
pushing his own hobby onto 
them or straddling them with 
the garden version of a new 
puppy to care for.  

That’s where maybe a trio 
of paperwhite bulbs and a 
water vase to get them to 
flower indoors and be tossed 
later could come in handy. Or 
home-made jam, a jar of sweet 
local honey from the farmers’ 
market, or a tin of Mississippi-
grown organic Pearl River Tea 
from the guys down near 
Poplarville who grow special 
camellias for blending into 
authentic, delightful mixes.  

Enter my new scheme: An 
advent calendar stuffed with 
little garden-related surprises. 
There are countless contempo-
rary twists on the traditional 
countdown-to-Christmas cal-
endar in which, starting 
around the first of December, 
every day a window, drawer, 
or box is opened to reveal a lit-
tle treat. Usually it’s a verse, 
poem, bit of chocolate, or 
other tiny treasure. I’ve seen 
them with different mince 
pies, tea sachets, Legos, and 
even Advent beer. Some of 
these advent calendars now 
run into the hundreds of dol-
lars!  

So why not one with the 
gardener in mind? We all love 
little quintessential things that 
only do one thing but are irre-
placeable. I can easily conjure 
24 useful items small enough 
to fit into little pull-out draw-
ers. 

My quick list of hand-size 
garden bootie that could fit in 
a pull-out box: Packets of 
seeds, plant labels, a tiny 

gnome, bird seed, slug pellets, 
bar of soap, pocket knife, ball 
of twine, fingernail brush, 

mosquito repellent, a baggie 
of Osmocote fertilizer, paper-
white bulbs for forcing 

indoors, rooting powder, a 
dibber (hole poker), notebook 
and pencil, a bag of compost 
starter microbes, expanding 
seed starting pellets, water-
proof marker, green floral 
wire, blue bottles for a mini 
bottle tree, little pots, a spikey 
“flower frog” to hold floral 
arrangements upright, pot feet 
to keep containers from stain-
ing the patio or rotting the 
deck, gift certificate for 
mulch, and maybe even a per-
sonal size first aid kit with tiny 
tweezers, bandages, and pills 
for muscle aches…  

That’s more than enough, 
without going big like a new 
pair of pruning shears, and a 
flat metal file to keep the 

shovel sharp. I could get cre-
ative with a flash drive for 
saving garden photos, or 
maudlin with little pieces of 
paper promising help with 
chores or hauling compost and 
mulch in my truck.  

But you get it, and proba-
bly already have notions of 
your own. You’re welcome to 
run with the idea, jumping on 
this as a fun seasonal project 
worth expanding. Send pho-
tos.  

 
Felder Rushing is a Missis-

sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.
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SERVICES 
Always good ratesInterior, 
Exterior carpentry. Electrical, 
Plumbing. Pressure washing, 
Painting.Call,  text: Tommy 
601-663-6990.-- 
 

YARD SALE 
Indoor Christmas Yard Sale. 
Date: December 4, 2021. 
Place: American Legion Post 
238 Time: 7AM-until-- 
 
3 Family Yard Sale. Saturday 
December 4th. 7AM. 1122 
East Avenue (turn in front of 
Smith Bargain Center)--

CLASSIFIEDS

FELDER RUSHING

Plants make great Christmas presents for others

  SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE  
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2003, Mitchell Von Bullard and wife, Janet 
Marie Bullard executed a certain deed of trust to Debera Bridges as 
Trustee for CitiFinancial, Inc., as Beneficiary, which deed of trust is of 
record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Neshoba, County, State of 
Mississippi, in Book 595, Page 600; which Mortgage Deed of Trust was 
duly transferred and assigned to U.S. Bank Trust National Association 
As Trustee Of American Homeowner Preservation Trust Series 2015a+; 
 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the payment of the indebtedness 
secured by said deed(s) of trust, and U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association As Trustee Of American Homeowner Preservation Trust 
Series 2015a+, as Beneficiary, has authorized and instructed Stephens 
Millirons, P.C. as Substitute Trustee to foreclose said deed(s) of trust by 
advertisement and sale at public auction in accordance with the statutes 
made and provided therefor.  
THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said deed(s) of trust and in accordance with the statutes 
made and provided therefor, the said deed(s) of trust will be foreclosed 
and the property covered thereby and hereinafter described will be sold 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash at the Neshoba County 
at Philadelphia, Mississippi, in the aforesaid County and will sell within 
legal hours (being between the hours of 11:00 AM and 4:00 PM) on 
December 7, 2021, to satisfy the indebtedness now due under and 
secured by said deed(s) of trust.  
Stephens Millirons, P.C. will convey only such title as vested in it as 
Substituted Trustee.  
 
The premises to be sold are described as:  
The following described property situated in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, to-wit: 
Beginning at the Southeast Corner of the North 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 
of the Northeast 1/4, Section 32, Township 9 North, Range 12 East; 
Thence run North 180 feet; Thence West 360 feet thence South 180 
feet, thence East 360 feet to point of beginning being one and one half 
(1 1/2)  acres, more or less, in the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4, 
Section 32, Township 9 North, Range 12 East.   
This property will be sold on an “as is, where is” basis, subject to any 
easements, encumbrances, and exceptions reflected in the deed of 
trust and those contained in the public records of County where the 
above-described property is situated.  This property will be sold without 
warranty or recourse, expressed or implied as to condition, title, use 
and/or enjoyment.   
The successful bidder must tender a non-refundable deposit of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) in certified funds made payable to 
Stephens Millirons, P.C. at the time and place of sale.  The balance of 
the purchase price must be paid in certified funds by noon on the sec-
ond business day following the sale at the law firm of Stephens 
Millirons, P.C. at 120 Seven Cedars Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35802.  
 
Date: November 2, 2021

Stephens Millirons, P.C. 
Substituted Trustee  
120 Seven Cedars Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
(256) 382-5500  
 
Duly authorized to act in the premises by instrument recorded on 
August 17, 2020 in Deed of Trust Book 2020, Page 7055, of the records 
of the aforesaid County and State.   
  Publish: 11/10, 11/17, 11/24 and 12/1

The Authority has a position opening for a Maintenance 
Mechanic based in Scooba. This position will cover the Scooba, 
Brooksville, and Macon area. Major duties are semi-skilled and 
skilled structural, plumbing, and electrical building maintenance 
work at Authority properties. Work involves repair and replace-
ment of items such as windows, doors, gutters, cabinets, walls, 
ceilings, toilets, faucets, water lines, electrical outlets, and light 
fixtures. Also performs preventive maintenance tasks and 
grounds keeping tasks.

Individuals wishing to apply for this position 
should fax resume to 601-683-0478; or mail to:

JOB MM
P.O. Box 419

Newton, MS 39345
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

This job opening is subject to the requirements of Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968. This act requires that wherever HUD financial 
assistance is expended for housing or community development, to the greatest extent feasible, economic opportunities be directed 
toward low- and very-low income persons, particularly those who are recipients of government assistance for housing (Section 3 
Residents). Low income is defined as 80% or below the median income of that area. Very low income is defined as 50% or below the 
median income of that area.

MRHAV encourages residents, and those receiving housing assistance to apply.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

MS REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY V
POSITION OPENING

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC
Philadelphia, Union, Dekalb, Scooba, Macon and Brooksville Areas

A garden advent calendar includes a gnome and seeds.

We are currently seeking 
drivers. All drivers should have 
a Class A CDL with 12 months 
of verifiable work history and 

a clean driving record.

CDL DRIVERS

All applicants are asked to set 
up an appointment.

601-656-8118
EOE/M/F/D/V



By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Neshoba Central’s undefeated sea-
son came to a bitter end Friday night as 
the Rockets dropped a 20-14 decision 
to West Point in the Class 5A North 
State. 

The Rockets were driving. Quarter-
back Eli Anderson completed a pass to 
Dedrick McWilliams, giving the 
Rockets a first down around the Green 
Wave 30-yard line with around 10 sec-
onds left. According to the rules, the 
clock was to stop until the chains were 
moved. The Rockets planned to spike 
the ball and have one or two plays left 
to try and score. 

Friday night, the clock continued to 
run. The officials ruled that time 
expired and left the field when Nesho-
ba Central took the snap to spike the 
ball. 

“If we had one or two shots at it, we 
could have made a run at it,” Coach 
Patrick Schoolar said. “We will sit 
back and take a look at our season and 
take it for what it was. It was a good 
season. We went undefeated. We went 
10-0 in the regular season, won two 
playoff games, and now we have one 
loss. I hated the way it ended, but you 
can’t take anything away from West 
Point. They played really well. You 
have to beat them to advance out of the 
North.” 

The end of the game wasn’t the 
only play that didn’t go Neshoba Cen-
tral’s way. 

The Rockets took the opening kick-
off, picked up a first down and then 
had to punt four plays later. 

West Point took the ball on its 15-
yard line. They ran seven plays and 
moved the ball to its 40-yard line. A 
holding penalty put West Point back 
on its 30-yard line. On the next play, 
quarterback Tillman Evans kept the 
ball and picked up a good gain before 
being apparently tackled. He rolled 
over the defender and came up running 
to the endzone. Everyone thought the 
play was over, but the whistle never 
blew. Though video evidence later 
showed he was down, and some of the 
officials were marking the spot, it was 
ruled he was never down. West Point 
had a 70-yard TD run. The kick was 
good, and the Green Wave led 7-0 with 
6:19 left in the first quarter. 

The Rockets took the ensuing kick-
off and drove to the Green Wave 7-
yards before running into fourth down. 
The Rockets missed a 25-yard field 
goal, and West Point took over. 

Both teams had drives throughout 
the remainder of the first half, but there 
was no scoring. The Rockets were 
intercepted twice, and the defense 

held, forcing one punt. The Green 
Wave had two full possessions. They 
punted once and ran out of downs on 
the other series. West Point led 7-0 at 
the half. 

West Point took the second-half 
kickoff and covered 68 yards in six 
plays for a touchdown. Kahnan 
Daniels scored on a 20-yard run. The 
kick was good, and the Green Wave 
led 14-0. 

The teams exchanged possessions 
with both defenses holding the line. 
Neshoba Central took over on their 22-
yard line. On first down, Anderson 
connected with 23-yard pass that put 
the ball on the Rocket 45-yard line. On 
the next play, Anderson found Elijah 
Ruffin on a 55-yard TD pass play. 
Hunter Bavetta kicked the extra point, 
and the Rockets trailed 14-7 with 5:44 
left in the third quarter. That’s how it 
stood going into the fourth quarter. 

The Rockets tied the game when 
Ja’Naylon Dupree caught a 15-yard 
TD pass from Anderson. The score 
was set up on a 53-yard pass play from 
Anderson to McWilliams. Bavetta’s 
kick was good, and the Rockets tied 
the game at 14-14 with 7:03 left to 
play. 

West Point took the ensuing kickoff 
on its 22-yard line and put together a 
10-play drive that resulted in the win-
ning touchdown. Corbin Hogan scored 
when he caught a 33-yard pass from 
Davis. The kick failed, and the Green 
Wave led 20-14 with 2:22 left. 

Rocket fans were hoping for a last-
second winning finish as they had 
enjoyed in the past two playoff games, 
but it wasn’t to be and the season was 
over. 

Coach Schoolar said Monday that 
he didn’t have a lot to say after the 
game. 

“I didn’t have many words,” 
Schoolar said. “I didn’t know what to 
say. It all happened in the last minute. 
You kind of felt like something was 
taken from you — I didn’t want to 
respond out of character. We have 
worked on how to respond when 
things aren’t great. It was a tough way 
for things to end up. 

“We will start working on next 
year’s team. We are at a point in our 
program that we don’t have to rebuild. 
We reload. We won’t have the experi-
ence this team has, but we will put 
good kids on the football field.” 

West Point advances to the Class 
5A state championship Saturday night 
at the Southern Mississippi when they 
take on South State champion 
Picayune. The game kicks off at 7 p.m.

By DALE MCKEE 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Ole Miss captured the Egg 

Bowl over archrival Mississippi 
State, 31-21, in Starkville. 

The win gives the Rebels 
their first 10-win regular season 
in program history. The Rebels 
doubled their win total from last 
year and finished second in the 
SEC West. Ole Miss was pre-
dicted to finish fourth in the 
SEC West in the preseason polls 
but only finished one game 
behind Alabama in the West and 
two games ahead of Texas 
A&M, Arkansas and MSU. The 
Rebels (10-2, 6-2) went 7-0 at 
home as they defeated the likes 
of Texas A&M, LSU, Vander-
bilt and Arkansas. The Rebels 
also took two SEC road wins in 
Starkville and Knoxville. 

The Rebels will now await 
an invitation this Sunday to one 
of the six New Year Bowl 
games. Speculation has it that 
the Rebels will be invited to 
either the Sugar, Peach or Fiesta 
Bowl.  

The Bulldogs’ downfall in 
the Egg Bowl was their inability 
to score right before halftime 
when they dropped three poten-
tial TD passes. MSU then 
missed a field goal, which 
turned the game around. The 
Bulldogs (7-5, 4-4), predicted to 
finish last in SEC West presea-
son polls, surprised all of the 
experts by finishing in a tie for 
third place. MSU beat four 
ranked opponents, made two 
historic comebacks, lost two 
games by only 3 points and 
another by 2 points and only lost 
two games by more than 10 
points. 

The good news is they will 
play in a bowl game for the 12th 
consecutive season. State 
should know their bowl destina-
tion on Sunday.  

The Mississippi Sports Hall 
of Fame named Mississippi 
State’s offensive guard Charlie 
Cross the recipient of the 2021 
Kent Hull trophy last week. The 
award is presented annually to 
the top college offensive line-
man in Mississippi. The Laurel 
native is expected to be a first-
round selection in the National 
Football League college player 
draft in April.  

  
USM Football  

Southern Mississippi (3-9, 2-
6) wrapped up their 2021 season 
on a two-game winning streak 
as they whipped Florida Inter-
national, 37-17. Will Hall decid-
ed three games ago to move to a 
“super back” offensive system. 
Hall moved the team’s best run-
ner to quarterback, in Frank 
Gore Jr., and the offense that 
was ranked last in the nation 
started making plays. In last Sat-
urday’s win, Gore ran for two 
scores and passed for two other 
scores. Hall is excited about the 
future of the USM program as 
most of his present players will 
return. 

  
SWAC  

The SWAC Conference 
championship game is Saturday 
in Jackson at Mississippi Veter-
ans Stadium. Eastern Division 
champion Jackson State (10-1, 
8-0) will host the West winner 
Prairie View (6-2, 7-4). Prairie 
View lost at home to Mississippi 
Valley, 24-19, this past Satur-
day. Valley (4-7, 3-5) finished 
its best season since 2012 with 
the win.   

   
JUCO Playoffs  

State Champion Northwest 
Community College (9-2) will 
compete in the NJCAA Divi-
sion 1 playoffs on Sunday 
against New Mexico Military 
(10-1) in the opening round. 
Northwest is the No. 3 seed, 
while New Mexico is the No. 2 
seed. The other semifinal con-
test will have No. 1 Iowa West-
ern (9-0) hosting No. 4 Snow 
College (Utah). Mississippi run-
ner-up Hinds (8-3) received an 
invitation to play Kansas’s top 
team in Hutchison (8-2) in the 
Salt City Bowl to be played in 
Hutchinson at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. 

  
Dale is a Waynesboro resi-

dent who has been writing 
sports in Mississippi since 1973. 
Listen to Dale’s Brouhaha 
Sports Show with Marshall 
Wood on Tuesday at 6 p.m. on 
WABO FM 105.5 in the Way-
nesboro area. To listen, go to 
wabo105.com and click listen 
live. This week’s guest is former 
high school football coach Mar-
cus Boyles.

Sports
Ole Miss 
savors 10 
victories

Neshoba Central’s Jaylon Brazzle (51) is comforted by teammate Jakob Knight after the Rockets fell 20-14 at West Point in the Class 5A North 
State championship game.

Time takes bitter twist in Rockets’ loss

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Neshoba Central Athletic Direc-

tor Tommy Holland said the school 
district would file a report with the 
Mississippi High School Activities 
Association concerning the game 
officials during the Rockets’ North 
State championship game at West 
Point last Friday night. 

West Point won the game, 20-14. 
Neshoba Central’s season ended 
with their first loss. 

The most apparent concern 

involves the final 10 seconds of the 
game when football rules were not 
followed, school officials said.  

After a completed pass, instead of 
stopping the clock to reset the chain, 
the clock was allowed to continue to 
run out. The Rockets should have 
had one or two plays left before the 
buzzer. 

“West Point played a heck of a 
game,” Holland said. “We aren’t 
saying they did anything wrong. It 
was two great programs playing in a 
championship game. 

“Our plan was to snap the ball, 

down it, and have a play or two left. 
At least we would have had a 
chance. Things happened, and we 
have moved past it.” 

Holland said the report would 
show the quality of the officiating 
crew involving calls on both sides in 
a championship game. Afterward, 
the MHSAA can deal with the offi-
cials as they see fit. 

“We aren’t going to protest,” Hol-
land said. “They aren’t going to turn 
the game around. We are going to 
address the problems with the activ-
ities association. 

“I have sent an email to let them 
know it is coming. We are going to 
get some film and questions together 
and put on official letterhead.” 

Holland said the report would be 
sent sometime this week. He didn’t 
know when he would hear from the 
MHSAA. They are in Hattiesburg 
this week with the state champi-
onship games at Southern Miss. 

MHSAA did not return messages 
seeking comment for this story by 
press time.
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Neshoba Central to file complaint with MHSAA

Neshoba Central’s Ken Drummond churns out yardage during the Rockets’ North State title bout at West Point 
last week.



By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Leake Academy will be 

well represented in this week’s 
MAIS All-star football game. 

Five players from Leake 
Academy were selected for 
the contest, which will be 
played on Friday at 4:30 p.m. 
at Jackson Prep. 

Gunter Scott, Nick Gomil-
lion, Canon Parks, Cole 
Arthur, and Joseph Scott were 
selected for the game.  

Leake Academy coach 
Brian Pickens said the selec-
tion of five players is a testa-
ment to the team’s success in 
the last two years. 

“I think it speaks volumes 
to the success they have had 
the last two or three years,” 
Pickens said. “The team is 
chosen statewide from the 4A, 
5A and 6A coaches. This 
group of seniors has had a lot 
of success the last two years, 
and it’s a huge honor to repre-
sent your school and MAIS. I 
think it says a lot about the 
success you have had when 
you have five players selected. 
They are all very deserving.” 

Pickens said when he looks 
back on the group that posted 
a 23-3 record the last two 
years and won the Class 5A 
championship last year, one 

thing sticks out about the 
group. 

“The biggest thing about 
this group of kids was their 
consistency,” Pickens said. 

“You knew every game what 
you were going to get out of 
them. You knew Cole was 
going to kick it out of the end 
zone, and that is huge. You 

knew what Gunter was going 
to give you on offense and 
defense. You knew Joseph was 
going to defend the run. Nick 
has been really steady at line-

backer the last two years. And 
you knew Canon was going to 
be very steady. You knew he 
was going to hit it hard every 
time and get you positive 

yards. I think that consistency 
was the biggest thing from 
those guys. You knew what 
you had in those guys.”

Leake Academy had five players chosen for the MAIS All-star football game that will be played this Friday at Jackson Prep at 4:30 p.m. Playing in the game 
will be Cole Arthur, Joseph Scott, Nick Gomillion, Gunter Scott and Canon Parks.

Photo by ROBBIE ROBERTSON
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Rebels represent in All-Star contest

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Leake Academy girls 

stayed unbeaten as they 
added a pair of wins over 
MHSAA schools last week. 

Playing in the North Delta 
Tournament, the Lady Rebels 
beat Class 6A Southaven 64-
38 on Monday and Class 3A 
North Panola 89-57 on Tues-
day to improve to 11-0 on the 
season. 

The Rebels only played 
one game last week, falling 
64-45 to Tunica Academy. 

Leake will return to action 
this week with a pair of 
games. Leake will host Can-

ton on Monday and then play 
at Pillow Academy on Thurs-
day. The following week will 
feature three games as Leake 
opens district play at Park 
Place on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 
and then will host Lamar on 
Friday, Dec. 10. Leake will 
then finish the week as they 
host Jackson Prep in a non-
district contest on Saturday, 
Dec. 11. 

  
Rebelettes 64 
Southaven 38 

The Rebelettes had little 
trouble with the Class 6A 
Lady Chargers on Monday at 
the North Delta Tournament. 

The game was close in the 

first period as Leake led 17-
14 at the end of the first. But 
the Lady Rebels outscored 
the Lady Chargers 17-7 in the 
second and led 34-21 at the 
break. The Lady Rebels put 
the game away in the third 
period by outscoring 
Southaven 17-3 to lead 51-24 
going to the fourth. 
Southaven took the fourth 
period 14-13 for the final 
margin. 

Miriam Prince led Leake 
with 19 points, six steals, five 
assists and five rebounds, 
while Emeri Warren had 16 
points, four rebounds and 
three steals. Morgan Freeny 
had 11 points, three steals 

and three rebounds, while 
Katye Jones had 8 points and 
five rebounds. Ella Bell had 
five points while Marleigh 
Myers had 4 points.  

  
Rebelettes 89 

North Panola 57 
The Lady Rebels pulled 

away with their best offen-
sive game of the night to take 
a 32-point win. 

Leake led just 19-16 at the 
end of the first period but 
outscored North Panola 32-
18 in the second and led 51-
34 at the half. Leake contin-
ued to build on its lead, 
outscoring North Panola 23-
14 in the third and 15-9 in the 

fourth. 
Leake shot 60% from the 

field, making 35 of 58 shots, 
including 12 3-pointers.  

Miriam Prince had 33 
points, nine assists, five 
rebounds and four steals to 
lead Leake. Morgan Freeny 
had 17 points, four rebounds 
and three steals, while Emeri 
Warren had 16 points and 
four rebounds. Katye Jones 
had 8 points, seven rebounds 
and six assists, while Grace 
Maxey had 6 points. Allen 
Kaye Wilcox also had five 
rebounds.  

  
Tunica boys 64 

Rebels 45 

The Rebels fell behind 
early and dropped a 19-point 
decision to the Blue Devils 
last week. 

Tunica jumped out to a 27-
14 lead in the first period and 
outscored the Rebels 19-14 in 
the second to lead 46-28 at 
the half. Tunica extended the 
lead in the third, outscoring 
Leake 11-8 in the third to 
lead 57-36 going to the 
fourth. Leake took the fourth 
9-7 for the final margin. 

Samuel Prince led the 
Rebels with 20 points, while 
Jake Freeny and Henry 
Dabbs each had seven points 
apiece.

Rebelettes win 2 games to improve to 11-0
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Neshoba Central Lady 
Rockets entered the week with a 
7-0 record after scoring a big win 
over Germantown last Tuesday. 

The Neshoba Central boys 
dropped a 53-48 decision to Ger-
mantown. Both teams were to be 
back in action Tuesday when they 
hosted Choctaw Central. That will 
be their only game of the week. 

  
Lady Rockets 82 
Germantown 65 

The Neshoba Central girls 
broke a tie game in the fourth 
quarter as they defeated German-
town on Tuesday. 

The Lady Rockets led 17-9 
after the first quarter. However, 
Germantown battled back, 
outscoring the Lady Rockets 15-

13 in the second quarter. At the 
half, the Lady Rockets led 30-24. 

Germantown came out hot in 
the third quarter as they outscored 
Neshoba Central 22-16 in the third 
quarter to tie the game at 46-46. 
The Lady Rockets outpointed 
Germantown 18-14 in the final 
eight minutes to claim the win. 
Carly Keets and Shaylynn Hunter 
both scored 18 points, while 
Hama’ya Fielder scored 12. 

In an earlier game, Fielder 
scored 31 points to lead the Lady 
Rockets past Leake Central. 

The Lady Rockets led 17-9 
after the first quarter. In the second 
quarter, Neshoba Central 
outscored the Lady Gators 18-16 
to go up 35-25 at the half. 

Neshoba Central continued to 
widen its lead. They outscored 
Leake Central 26-21 and carried a 
61-42 lead into the final quarter. 

They outscored Leake Central 21-
17 to take the win. 

Carly Keets added 22 points 
for the Lady Rockets. 

  
Germantown 53 
Rockets 48 
The Neshoba Central boys 

came on strong in the fourth quar-
ter but fell short in their game with 
Germantown. 

The Mavericks went up 17-9 
at the end of the first quarter. Ger-
mantown outscored Neshoba 
Central 10-9 in the second quarter 
and led 27-18 at the half. Both 
teams scored 13 points in the third 
quarter. Trailing 41-29 at the start 
of the fourth quarter, Neshoba 
Central would outscore the Mav-
ericks 19-12 in the final 8 minutes. 

Patsden Williams led the 
Rockets with 13 points.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Both Choctaw Central basket-
ball teams went undefeated in their 
last three games in prep basketball 
action. 

The Choctaw Central boys are 
off to a 10-0 start. First, they scored 
a 75-31 win over Newton County. 
Then they played in the Joe Bar-
low tournament at St. Martin High 
School last week, where they took 
a 59-46 victory over Davidson 
(Alabama) High School and a 52-
39 win over Theodore (Alabama) 
High School. 

The Choctaw Central Lady 
Warriors stood at 7-2 coming into 
the week. First, they defeated 
Newton County 68-47. Then they 
played in the Barlow tournament, 
where they defeated St. Martin 62-
47 and Moss Point 30-20. 

Both Choctaw Central teams 
were to play at Neshoba Central on 
Tuesday. The Lady Warriors are 
scheduled to play Lafayette in the 
South Pontotoc tournament on 
Saturday. 

  
Lady Warriors 62 
Newton County 47 

Mattison Bell scored 27 points 
to lead the Lady Warriors past 
Newton County. 

The Lady Warriors built up a 
28-17 halftime lead. Then they 
outscored the Lady Cougars 26-12 

in the third quarter to put the win 
away. Kayla Farmer added eight 
points, while Kyla Bell, Malaka 
Morris and Tyra Billy all scored 
six points. 

  
Lady Warriors 62 

St. Martin 47 
The Lady Warriors went up 41-

23 at the half and rolled on to 
defeat St. Martin. 

Bell led with 17 points. 
Kashahn Walker added 12 points 
and Farmer scored 10. 

  
Choctaw Central 30 

Moss Point 20 
Moss Point took the air out of 

the ball to counter Choctaw Cen-
tral’s fast-paced attack. 

It was something new for his 
team, and coach Bill Smith said his 
team learned from the game. 

“They used about 2 minutes 
every time they had the ball,” 
Smith said. “We learned from it 
and that will help if we face it 
again.” 

The Lady Tigers took a 15-12 
halftime lead. Choctaw Central 
outscored Moss Point 10-2 in the 
third quarter and led 22-14 going 
into the final quarter. They held 
Moss Point to three points in the 
final eight minutes while putting in 
eight points and took the win. 

Bell led with 11 points, and 
Farmer scored nine. 

  

Warriors 75 
Newton County 31 

The Warriors went up 21-5 in 
the first quarter and rolled to a big 
win over Newton County. 

Peyton Mingo led with 10 
points, while Abram Cotton and 
Allan John added nine points. 
Elias Bell and Thomas Tangle both 
scored eight points. 

  
Warriors 59 
Davidson 49 

Thomas Tangle scored 27 
points to lead the Warriors past 
Davidson (Alabama). 

The Warriors built up a 32-13 
halftime lead. Both teams scored 
27 points in the final quarter. 

  
Warriors 52 
Theodore 39 

The Warriors came on strong in 
the fourth quarter to defeat 
Theodore. 

Choctaw Central led 23-12 at 
the end of the first half. Theodore 
outscored the Warriors 16-9 in the 
third quarter. Leading 32-28 going 
into the final period, the Warriors 
outscored Theodore 22-11 to ice 
the win. 

Tangle led with 28 points while 
Cotton put in eight points. 

Hayden Jones was named the 
MVP of the tournament. Tangle 
was named to the all-tournament 
team.

Choctaw Central teams 
claim 3 wins on the court

Lady Rockets 7-0 after Germantown 

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Philadelphia High School 
basketball teams split a pair of 
games with Union Monday night. 

The Tornadoes, under first-
year head coach Francisco Wil-
son, won their game 51-12, while 
the Union girls defeated Philadel-
phia 53-50. 

The Tornadoes led 10-2 after 
the first quarter. They then 

outscored Union 18-5 in the sec-
ond quarter and led 28-7 at the 
half. Philadelphia would outscore 
the Yellowjackets 23-5 in the sec-
ond half and improve to 1-2 on the 
season. 

Devonte Scott led the Torna-
does with 14 points while Javion 
Carter added eight. 

The Philadelphia and Union 
battled back and forth in the girls 
game. The Lady Tornadoes led 
11-6 after the first quarter. Union 

came back in the second quarter to 
outscore Philadelphia 19-13 and 
led 25-24 at the half. Union 
outscored the Lady Tornadoes 9-6 
in the third quarter and led 34-30 
heading into the final quarter. 
Both teams put the ball in the goal, 
with Philadelphia outpointing the 
Lady Yellowjackets 21-19. But 
Union walked away with a two-
point win. Shaytrece Mingo lead-
ing scorer for Union.

Philadelphia splits games with Union 

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Union Yellowjackets were 
well represented on the Region 5-
3A football team that was recently 
selected by the coaches. 

Union had 13 players selected 
to the team, with three being 
named Most Valuable Players at 
their positions. Five Yellowjackets 
were named to the first team, and 
five were named to the second 
team. 

Leading the way for the Yel-
lowjackets was senior quarterback 
Kenyon Clay, who was named the 
Overall Player of the Year for the 
region. Clay finished with 132 
points and 1,043 yards rushing on 
140 carries despite being hurt for 
four games this season. Clay was 
also selected to play in the Missis-
sippi-Alabama All-star football 
game as well for the Yellowjack-
ets and is expected to sign with 
Southern Mississippi in the 
December signing period. 

He is joined by Cameron Pas-
cal, who was named the Most 
Valuable Offensive Lineman and 
Ky’Yon Harris, who was named 
the Most Valuable Safety. 

Also making the 5-3A first 
team was Eli Rigdon, Tristan Wal-
lace, Carlos Hickmon, Nate Killen 
and Dayton McDonald.  

On the 5-3A second team were 
Zach Collins, Kaleb Casey, 
Cameron Jackson, Williams 
Hughlett and Tank Haralson.

13 Yellowjackets join All-Region squad

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The East Central Community 
College Warriors traveled to Wes-
son on Thanksgiving break to take 
on the Wolves of Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College. 

The Wolves topped ECCC in 
the contest and dropped ECCC to 
2-3 on the year, while Co-Lin 
improved to 2-4. 

It was back and forth through-
out the first half as the game was 
knotted at 20-20, 13 minutes into 
the action. The Warriors and 
Wolves were going toe to toe with 
both squads attacking the rim 
while hitting open 3-pointers. The 
Wolves went on a quick 8-2 scor-
ing burst in the final 10 minutes of 
the first half, but the Warriors lim-
ited the damage and forced some 
big turnovers. The hard-effort 
plays on the defensive end of the 
floor resulted in big baskets on the 
other side, including a 3-pointer 
from Tynerious Daniels (Bass-
field) and a couple of other 3-point 
plays to push the Warriors in front. 
The late scoring allowed ECCC to 
take a 37-33 lead into the locker 

room. 
ECCC pestered the Wolves' 

offense throughout the first half as 
they forced 15 turnovers in the 
first 20 minutes alone. 

The Warriors opened the sec-
ond half with a 3-pointer from 
Damian McKnight (Lake Cor-
morant) to stretch the lead, but the 
Wolves chipped back into the 
game and pulled within 3 points, 
43-40, five minutes into the sec-
ond. 

The Warriors again grew an 
advantage, but Co-Lin stuck 
around and capitalized on a couple 
of trips to the free-throw line as 
ECCC put the Wolves in the 
bonus with 11 minutes left in the 
game. At the 10 minute mark, the 

contest was tied, 53-53.  
The Wolves rode that momen-

tum into the game's final minutes 
and sparked a Wolf Pack offensive 
run that saw a pair of 3-pointers 
from AJ Warnsley that quickly 
pulled the game nearly out of 
reach for the Warriors. But, at the 
final buzzer, Co-Lin led, 77-65. 

Demajion Topps (Winona) led 
the Warriors with 22 points on 3-
of-7 shooting from beyond the 
arc, while Daniels finished with 
11. Jelani Clark (San Francisco, 
Calif.) came off the bench to score 
10. Christopher Keys (Quitman) 
led ECCC in rebounds with eight 
on the night, while Antwan Hatten 
(Laurel) hauled in five. East Cen-
tral finished the night shooting 
34% to the Wolves 56 but posted 
four turnovers to Co-Lin's 20. 

The Warriors were back at 
home Monday, as the team played 
host to Coahoma at 7 p.m. The 
game was part of an ECCC bas-
ketball doubleheader as the Lady 
Warriors hosted Coastal Alabama-
North at 5 p.m. in Brackeen-Wood 
Gymnasium.

Warriors fall to Wolves on the road
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to the Point of Beginning containing 
41.5 acres more or less and further 
described as Parcels 1.03, 1.04, 1.05, 
and part of Parcel 1.01 on Map 32 of 
the Neshoba County Tax Assessor plat 
maps, and located in the NW ¼ of NE 
¼ and 1.2 acres located in the E ½ of 
NE ¼ of NE ¼ of NW ¼, Section 16, 
Township 12N, Range 10E, in Nesho-
ba County, Mississippi.

Bids will be opened and read at the 
-

tance. Complete information concern-
ing the lease and the lease bid form 

Superintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 11 North, Range 
13 East

All the open land lying in the W 3/4 of 
the NW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, containing a 
total of 17.00 acres more or less

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
10 East

The W 1/2 of Section 16, Township 9 
North, Range 10 East, Neshoba Coun-
ty, Mississippi, LESS and EXCEPT the 
W 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4; and 
LESS and EXCEPT the North 27 acres 
of the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4; the S 1/2 
of the W 1/2 of the W 1/2 of the SE 1/4; 
all that part of the SE 1/4 lying North 
and East of the Union Madden Road 
and West of the Union Dowdville Road 
LESS and EXCEPT 5 acres in the NW 
corner of the SW 1/4 of the NE 1/4, 

as Parcel 7 of Map 113 of the Neshoba 
County Tax Assessor.

Bids will be opened and read at the 

Public Notices
-

tance. Complete information concern-
ing the lease and the lease bid form 

Superintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021,  for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 11 North, 
Range 11 East

Commence at the SE corner of the NE 
1/4 of the NE 1/4; thence run North 
817.00 feet more or less along the 
East section line to the South right-
of-way of the public road; thence run 
in a Southwesterly direction along the 
East right-of-way of County Road 383 
a distance of 959.00 feet more or less 
to the South line of the NE 1/4 of the 
NE 1/4; thence run East a distance of 
279.00 feet to the Point of Beginning, 
containing 4.90 acres more or less.

Complete information concerning the 
lease and the lease bid form can be 

-
perintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, up to and 
not later than 10:00 a.m., Friday, De-
cember 10, 2021, for an Agricultural 
Lease for a ten year period on the 
following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
10 East

All open land lying East of County 
Road 123 located in the S ½ of NE ¼, 
containing 31.00 acres, more or less. 

Plus all the open land lying in the 
NE ¼ of the SE ¼, containing 15.29 

acres, more or less. Further described 
as Parcel # 4.01 on Map 113 of the 

Neshoba County Tax Assessor. In the 
aggregate said lands described above 
consist of 46.29 acres, more or less, 

Neshoba County, Mississippi.

Bids will be opened and read at the 
-

tance. Complete information concern-
ing the lease and the lease bid form 

Superintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 

Public Notices
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Neshoba County 
School District, 580 East
Main Street, Philadelphia, Mississippi, 
up to and not later than 10:00 a.m., Fri-
day, December 10, 2021,  for an Agri-
cultural Lease for a ten year period on 
the following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.
Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
10 East
All that part of the S ½ of SE ¼ that 
lies East of County Road 210, contain-
ing 40 acres more or less and shown 
as Parcel 5 on Map 113, Section 16, 
Township 9N, Range 10E, Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.
Bids will be opened and read at the 

-
tance. Complete information concern-
ing the lease and the lease bid form 

Superintendent, 580 East Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, 39350. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.
The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.
Neshoba County School District
Lundy Brantley, Superintendent
Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

Triple P. Service Center
929 Gum street
Philadelphia, MS 39350

To;  Steven Deotis Landrum p.o. box 
434 Sebastopol MS 39359
       Carmax Business Services LLC 
p.o. box 440609 Kennesaw GA 30160

Your 2010 Chevy QLT vin# 2CNALPE-
W9A6403237, has been in my posses-
sion since 10/06/2021.

This vehicle will be sold on 12/06/2021 
at 929 Gum street Philadelphia MS 
39350 @8am.

Triple P Service Center
929 Gum street
Philadelphia Ms 39350

To;  Laura B. Clark 321 Breland Street 
Philadelphia MS 39350
       Credit Acceptance Corp. 25505 

MI 48034

  Your 2010 Dodge Journey vin# 3D4P-
G5FV3AT274939, has been in my pos-
session since 10/06/2021.

  This vehicle will be sold on 12/06/2021 
at 929 Gum street Philadelphia MS 
39350

INVITATION FOR BIDS

FOR AGRICULTURAL LEASE

Sealed bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees, Union Public 
School District, 417 South Decatur 
Street, P. O. Box 445, Union, Missis-
sippi, up to and not later than 10:00 

a.m., December 13, 2021 for an Agri-
cultural Lease for a ten year period on 
the following parcel of land in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi.

Section 16, Township 9 North, Range 
11 East

All the open land lying South of County 
Roads 242 and 339 and the open land 

Public Notices
lying East and West of County Road 
311; LESS AND EXCEPT Parcel 14 
which is described as: Commence at 
the intersection of County Roads 331 
and 339; thence run East along the 
South right-of-way of County Road 
339 a distance of 125.0 feet more or 
less to an existing driveway, this be-
ing the Point of Beginning. From said 
Point of Beginning thence run South 
along said driveway 300.0 feet more 
or less; thence run West 100.0 feet 
more or less; thence run South 300.0 
feet more or less; thence run East 
300.0 feet more or less; thence run 
North 600.0 feet more or less to the 
South right-of-way of County Road 
339; thence run West along said 
South right-of-way a distance of 400.0 
feet more or less to the Point of Be-
ginning, containing 3.4 acres more or 
less. All the described acreage above 
is located in the West ½ of SE ¼. Less 
the exceptions, the above described 
acreage contains 21.0 acres more or 
less located in the West ½ of SE ¼ , 
Neshoba County, Mississippi. Further 
described as Parcels 14.01 and 14.02 
on Map 122 of the Neshoba County 
Tax Assessor plat maps.

Bids will be opened and read at the 
-

tance. Complete information concern-
ing the lease and the lease bid form 

Superintendent, 417 South Decatur 
Street, Union, Mississippi 39365. The 
minimum bid that will be considered is 
$15.00 per acre per year.

The Board reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

Union Public School District
Tyler Hansford, Superintendent

Publish on: November 24 and De-

cember 1, 2021

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

BERT JAMISON ISAAC, DECEASED                                                

C. A. NO. 2011-1211DM

CORRECTED SUMMONS BY PUB-

LICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: The heirs at law of BERT JAMI-

SON ISAAC, deceased, and any and 
all other persons claiming any right, 
title or interest in and to the estate of 
BERT JAMISON ISAAC, deceased, 

-
es are unknown to the Petitioner after 
diligent search and inquiry, and upon 
whom service of process may be had 
by publication as prescribed by law. 
You have been made a Respondent 
in a Petition for Determination of Heir-

Rebecca Steve, Administrator of the 
Estate of BERT JAMISON ISAAC, 
deceased. You are summoned to 
appear and defend against the peti-

of JANUARY, 2022 , in the courtroom 
of the Choctaw Tribal Civil Court at 
Choctaw, Mississippi, and in case of 
your failure to appear and defend a 
judgment will be entered against you 
for things demanded in the petition. 

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
this Court, this the 9th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.

/s/Jennileen Young
CHOCTAW TRIBAL COURT CLERK

NOTICE OF SALE

Public Notices
WHEREAS, on 27th day of Febru-
ary, 2009, FORREST ADCOCK and 
spouse, DUPREE ADCOCK executed 
a Deed of Trust to Robert Thomas, 
Trustee, in the principal amount of 
FORTY NINE THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN AND 
00/100 DOLLARS ($49,727.00), same 

payments of Six Hundred Fifteen and 

payment being due on April 10, 2009 
and continuing monthly thereafter, 

2014; or until paid in full as set out in 
the Deed of Trust aforesaid, which is of 
record in Trust Book 2009, Page 2100; 
and Correction of Deed of Trust re-
corded in Trust Book 2009, Page 2100; 

-
ed in Trust Book 2015, Page 922; Trust 
Book 2017, Page 201; and Trust Book 

due on January 25, 2021,  in the Chan-

Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 20th day of 
March, 2009, FORREST ADCOCK 
and spouse, DUPREE ADCOCK 
executed a Deed of Trust to Rob-
ert Thomas, Trustee, in the principal 
amount of SIXTY TWO THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY THREE 
AND 88/100 DOLLARS ($62,743.88), 

regular payments of Seven Hundred 
Eleven and No/100 Dollars ($711.00), 

April 25, 2009 and continuing monthly 

March 25, 2014; or until paid in full as 
set out in the Deed of Trust aforesaid, 
which is of record in Trust Book 2009, 

of Trust recorded in Trust Book 2014, 
Page 4270; Trust Book 2016, Page 
6593; Trust Book 2018, Page 4386; 
and Trust Book 2020, Page 6168, with 

-
shoba County, Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of August, 
2021, THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHIL-
ADELPHIA, did execute a Substitution 
of Trustee, naming ZACHARY A. MAD-
ISON as Substituted Trustee, which 
substitution is recorded in Book 2021, 

-
cery Clerk of Neshoba County, Missis-
sippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of August, 
2021, THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHIL-
ADELPHIA, did execute a Substitution 
of Trustee, naming ZACHARY A. MAD-
ISON as Substituted Trustee, which 
substitution is recorded in Book 2021, 

-
cery Clerk of Neshoba County, Missis-
sippi; and
WHEREAS, default has been made 
in the payment of the indebtedness 
secured by said Deed of Trust, and 
THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHILADEL-
PHIA, being the owner and holder of 
said Deed of Trust, having requested 
the undersigned so to do, I will on the 
13th day of December, 2021, offer for 
sale and will sell within legal hours (be-
tween the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.) at the front door of the Court-
house in Philadelphia, Neshoba Coun-
ty, Mississippi, to the highest bidder in 
cash, at public outcry, the following de-
scribed property located and being sit-
uated in the County of Neshoba, State 
of Mississippi, to-wit:
Commence at the SW corner of NW 

1/4 of the SW 1/4 Section 32, Town-

ship 9 North, Range 10 East; and run 

North 463.17 feet along fence line; 

thence run East 119.45 feet to and 

for the Point of Beginning; thence 

run North 407.90 feet; thence run 

East 320.37 feet; thence run South 

407.90 feet; thence run West 320.37 

feet back to the Point of Beginning, 

containing 3.00 acres, more or less, 

and being located in the NW 1/4 of 

Public Notices
the SW1/4, Section 32, Township 

9 North, Range 10, East, Neshoba 

County, Mississippi.

 Title to the above described proper-
ty is believed to be good, but I will sell 
only such title as is vested in me as 
Substituted Trustee.
WITNESS MY SIGNATURE on this 
the 8th day of November, 2021.
Zachary A. Madison, Substituted 
Trustee

THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY:
ZACHARY A. MADISON, MSB 
#104363
Fair & Mayo, PLLC
Louisville, MS 39339
Telephone No. 662-773-3455

PUBLISH: Neshoba County Journal
11/17, 11/24, 12/1, 12/8

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA

 WHEREAS, on January 12, 2017, 
Amy Snow executed a Deed of Trust 
dated January 12, 2017, to Wade 
White, Trustee for the use and bene-

Clerk of Neshoba County, Mississippi, 
in Deed of Trust Book 2017 at Page 

Clerk of Neshoba County, Mississippi, 
thereof; and
 WHEREAS, default having been 
made in the performance of the con-
ditions and stipulations as set forth by 
said Deed of Trust, and the entire out-
standing debt thereby having become 
due and payable in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of said Deed 
of Trust and having been requested by 
the legal holder of the indebtedness 
secured and described by said Deed 
of Trust so to do, notice is hereby 
given that I, Wade White, Trustee, by 
virtue of the authority conferred upon 
me in said Deed of Trust, will offer for 
sale in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of said Deed of Trust for 
the purposes of raising the sums due 

sale, and will sell at public sale and 
outcry to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, during the legal hours of 
11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., at the north 
door of the County Courthouse of 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, at Phil-
adelphia, Mississippi, on Thursday, 
the 2nd  day of December, 2021, the 
following described land and property 
being the same land and property de-
scribed in said Deed of Trust, situated 
in Neshoba County, State of Missis-
sippi, to-wit:
N ½ of Lot 6, Block A of Briarwood 
Subdivision in Plat 1 on Page 49 in 

-
shoba County, Mississippi, being 83 
feet across the North and South and 
90 feet over the East and West. 
 

 I will convey only such title as is 
vested in me as Trustee.
 WITNESS my signature, on this the 
10th day of November, 2021.
/s/ Wade White            
Wade White, Trustee

PREPARED BY AND RETURN TO:
Wade White
Attorney at Law PLLC
501 Main Street
Philadelphia, MS 39350
Phone:  (601) 656-3710

*Publish 4 times: November 10, 

2021; November 17, 2021; Novem-

ber 24, 2021; and December 1, 2021, 

in The Neshoba Democrat

Public Notices

Working with a “rare and 
rich” digital archive of 19th-
century Choctaw language 
court documents, Penn State 
history scholars and graduate 
students are partnering with 
linguists from the University 
of Florida on a multi-faceted 
initiative called the Choctaw 
Language and History Work-
shop. 

The project, which pro-
motes a new model for gradu-
ate students studying Native 
American history, will have 
multiple deliverables, includ-
ing several scholarly articles 
and a Choctaw language dic-
tionary developed in consulta-
tion with the Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians. 

Assembled during the sum-
mer of 2020 by Penn State’s 
Christina Snyder, McCabe 
Greer Professor of the Ameri-
can Civil War Era, and George 
Aaron Broadwell, Elling Eide 
Professor of Anthropology 
and chair of linguistics at the 
University of Florida, the proj-
ect team is comprised of 
Native and non-Native histori-
ans and linguists who special-
ize in studying Native nations 
of the American South. 

Joining Snyder on the Penn 
State research team are Julie 
Reed, associate professor of 
history and a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation, and two 
doctoral students, Edward 
Green and Jamie Henton, both 
of whom focus on Choctaw 
history. A doctoral student 
from the University of North 
Carolina and a junior research 
fellow from Christ’s College, 
University of Cambridge, 
round out the project team. 

“With the pandemic in full 
swing, Aaron [Broadwell] and 
I wanted to create an interdis-
ciplinary project that would 
benefit our graduate mentees, 
be feasible over Zoom, and 
use a shared archive,” Snyder 
said, adding that the partici-
pants have been meeting 
weekly via Zoom. “We are 
translating and analyzing a 
rarely used manuscript collec-
tion containing thousands of 

Choctaw-language court doc-
uments from the 1800s.” 

Originally from what is 
now Mississippi, the 
Choctaws are one of the 
largest Native American 
nations in the United States 
today. Forced to leave their 
homelands in the mid-1830s 
as a result of Andrew Jack-
son’s Indian removal policy, 
the majority of Choctaws relo-
cated to Oklahoma, though 
some managed to remain in 
Mississippi. The larger group 
is called the Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma. Those who 
remained in Mississippi call 
themselves the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians. 

“The Choctaw Nation and 
the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians each have a 
rich history, and they remain 
strong nations today,” Snyder 
said. “And while nearly every 
Choctaw speaks English 
today, there are thousands and 
thousands who have some 
degree of fluency in their 

native language. In fact, some 
still have Choctaw as their 
first language, and they are 
making a huge push to revital-
ize the language and teach it in 
schools.” 

Despite the many thou-
sands of Choctaw speakers, 
however, the majority of 19th-
century Choctaw documents 
were written by tribal elites 
and missionaries and fail to 
include the more informal, 
everyday words and phrases 
used by most. 

“By looking at the tran-
scriptions of county court 
cases and local disputes, we 
get to read what people actual-
ly said, how they actually 
talked,” Snyder said. “The lin-
guists comment on what they 
think is interesting, and the 
historians comment on what 
we think is interesting, and 
we’re trying to channel that 
into several different publica-
tions.” 

One of those publications is 
a modern Choctaw dictionary, 

which is the main focus of 
Broadwell and his fellow lin-
guists. But how can 19th-cen-
tury documents inform a 21st-
century dictionary? 

“Most modern dictionaries 
rely on a large collection of 
natural language materials to 
understand how words are 
used in context,” explained 
Broadwell, who has worked 
extensively with the 
Choctaws, several of whom 
are collaborating on the proj-
ect. “In addition to checking 
with current speakers, lexicog-
raphers want to look at many 
instances of words used over 
time and in different texts to 
be sure that the dictionary cap-
tures all the subtleties correct-
ly. For this reason, our modern 
Choctaw dictionary benefits 
from looking at how Choctaw 
words were used in earlier 
times." 

 
Pushing the boundaries 

of Native American research 
“The Choctaw Language 

and History Workshop is one 
of the many ways our core fac-
ulty in Native American histo-
ry are pushing the boundaries 
for innovative and interdisci-
plinary research on subjects 
that have never been ade-
quately studied in the past,” 
said Michael Kulikowski, 
Edwin Erle Sparks Professor 
of History and Classics and 
head of the Penn State Depart-
ment of History. “I’m particu-
larly pleased by the way the 
project brings together faculty 
from several different institu-
tions, all with great strengths 
in the sub-discipline, and even 
more by the way graduate stu-
dents are being involved as 
foundational members of the 
enterprise.” 

“This project provides a 
new model of graduate train-
ing by emphasizing the impor-
tance of Native language doc-
uments and understanding 
Native languages,” Snyder 
echoed, adding that Green and 
Henton will be taking inten-

sive Choctaw language cours-
es over the summer. “Scholars 
have relied too heavily on 
European language sources. 
We know, and what we’re 
really interested in with this 
project, is that working with 
indigenous language sources 
is going to tell us something 
about the Choctaws that is dif-
ferent from what we might 
expect.” 

 
With what they are learning 

from the archival translations, 
Snyder and her collaborators 
are planning several co-writ-
ten articles based on the 
Choctaw archive. One focuses 
on the criminalization of 
“whooping,” a diverse cultural 
practice among the Choctaws 
and other Native nations, 
which non-Natives tend to 
associate exclusively with 
warfare. Another examines 
early court records that 
seemed to continue to favor 
matrilineal property rights — 
the Choctaws traditionally 
trace their ancestry through 
the mother’s line — which 
were being eroded over time 
in favor of paternal power. 

 
“Ultimately, the project is 

about how Native-centered 
stories can change our per-
spective on America's past, 
present and future,” Snyder 
concluded. “In the case of 
these late 19th-century court 
records, we are investigating 
an understudied period on the 
other side of the Trail of Tears. 
By then, the Choctaw Nation 
had survived Andrew Jack-
son's Indian Removal policy, 
the devastation of the Civil 
War, and ongoing white 
efforts to seize land and other 
resources. Through the court 
cases, we see the strains of 
these assaults but also the 
resilience of the Choctaw 
Nation, the strength of their 
judicial system, and the deter-
mination of everyday 
Choctaw people to maintain 
peace, property and their way 
of life.” 

Multi-university project focuses on Choctaw Nation

William McClure was captain of the Choctaw “Lighthorse,” 
the Choctaw Nation’s police force, which figures prominently 
in 19th-century Choctaw language court documents being 
examined by Liberal Arts faculty members and others to pro-

duce scholarship about the Choctaw Nation. On the right is 
an excerpt from those court documents. Credit: Frederick 
S. Barde Collection (William McClure) and the Choctaw 
National Records, Oklahoma Historical Society.
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