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Seventy-four Neshoba Cen-

tral High School students are 
now OSHA 10 certified after 
weeks of training, giving them a 
“great advantage” when they 
enter the workforce, school offi-
cials said. 

The certification program 
provides students with basic and 
advanced training about com-
mon safety and health hazards on 
the job. Students received OSHA 
10 course completion cards at the 
end of the training. 

Dr. Lundy Brantley, superin-
tendent of education, said OSHA 
10 certification “is part of our 
vision to graduate kids with more 
than a diploma because creden-
tialing is very important to career 
success for these kids. 

“When these students go to an 
employer who requires OSHA 
10, that employer is saving time 

and money because they don’t 
have to be trained.” 

The group included engineer-
ing students and agriculture/FFA 
students. Engineering and agri-
culture are among the nine two-
year career-technical programs 
offered at the high school. 

Engineering teacher Sedera 
Anderson initiated the OSHA 
classes. This year, 38 of her stu-
dents became OSHA certified in 
the general industry. 

“Last year was our first year 
to offer this to our students,” she 
said, noting that those students’ 
success sparked an interest in 
others. 

Having an OSHA certifica-
tion on a resume is a big advan-
tage, Anderson said. 

“I’ve had several students 
who have come back here after 
taking jobs and said they felt they 
had an advantage by having so 
much knowledge about OSHA 
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Almost $4 billion is headed 

to Mississippi in a bipartisan 
federal infrastructure bill but it’s 
unclear whether Neshoba Coun-
ty will get the nearly $200 mil-
lion needed to finish the High-
way 19 four-landing and the 
Williamsville bypass, state and 
local leaders were told on Tues-
day. 

Leaders gathered at the 

Depot on Tuesday to talk about 
several highway projects and 
needs. 

Mississippi Central District 
Transportation Commissioner 
Willie Simmons addressed 
more than a dozen local govern-
ment and business leaders that 
included Choctaw Indian Chief 
Cyrus Ben, state Sen. Jenifer 
Branning, Philadelphia Mayor 
James A. Young and others at 10 
a.m. Tuesday morning. 

“We don’t know yet how all 

that money will be shaken out,” 
Simmons told the Neshoba 
countians gathered. 

District Engineer Neil Patter-
son opened the presentation 
with an update on the ongoing 
Highway 19 widening project 
currently underway. He said that 
the $35.6 million four-laning of 
4.52 miles from Tucker into 
town is on schedule for comple-
tion in early October 2023. 

Patterson said he was happy 
to see the federal infrastructure 

bill pass and hoped to see some 
money come into the area. 

“Everything we do costs 
money and more money,” Pat-
terson said. “We are thankful 
that the infrastructure bill 
passed, but I am not sure that the 
dollars will go as far as they 
would have pre-COVID.” 

Patterson said they are in the 
beginning planning stages of the 
Highway 19 project from Tuck-
er to the House community, 
which started last April. He said 

they are currently in Phase A, 
which includes moving utilities, 
obtaining the right of way and 
completing the plans for the 
project. 

The current phase is estimat-
ed to take about three years 
before construction can com-
mence, though as they secure 
funding, they could likely speed 
that process up, Patterson said. 
The whole project is estimated 
to cost around $50 million with-
out accounting for inflation, 

with $46 million of that being 
for the actual construction of the 
roadway. 

State officials also gave an 
update on the long-discussed 
$130 million bypass from high-
way 19 to Williamsville that has 
been on the drawing board for 
three decades. 

Patterson said that because 
of the enormity of the project, it 
was probably a ways off but that 
they were looking at a number 
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This year’s Philadelphia 

Christmas Parade is scheduled for 
Dec. 6 and organizers say they 
expect more than 100 entries. 

Tim Moore, executive director 
of the Philadelphia-Neshoba 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
said organizers want this year’s 
parade to be as close as possible to 
normal. 

“We’re hoping for a great 
Christmas parade this year,” 
Moore said. “We usually average 
around 100 parade entries with 
Santa Claus being number 101.” 

Entries will be accepted until 
Wednesday, Dec. 1 and are avail-
able at the Depot, 256 W. Beacon 
Street.” 

Moore said the entry cost for 
the parade is $20 and several 
returning floats are appearing, 
such as Citizen’s Bank, Pearl 
River Resort and Neshoba Gener-
al. 

The parade will follow the 
same route as previous years, 
Moore said. 

It starts at Poplar, goes down 
Main and around the Square, turns 
left at Church and ends near 
Philadelphia High School. 

Grand Marshals this year are 
Citizen of the Year Ray Crocker, 
Small Business of the Year 
Steve’s on the Square and Large 
Business of the Year Philadelphia 
Gun and Pawn. 

“The parade is a time for 
everyone to come together, get in 
the spirit of the holidays, and 
enjoy a night on the town,” Moore 
said. “We look forward to seeing 
everyone come out.” 

For more information about 
the parade, contact Tim Moore at 
601-656-1000.

Christmas 
Parade set 
for Dec. 6

HOLIDAYS

Sedera Anderson’s Engineering I students with certifica-
tions are, first row, from left, Lauren Henry, Cadan 
Jones, Hayden Barrett, Cody Estes, Leroyce Hernandez, 
Isaiah Newton, Kevin Cruz-Cortez, T.J. Phillips, Dayton 

Crapps, David Smith and Preston Hill.  Not pictured is 
Gavin Nickels.

Darlene Willis, featured speaker, Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben, Grand Mar-
shall Bobby Willis, and Grand Marshall Edwin Thomas pose for a photo 
following the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians Veterans Day cere-

mony held last Friday on the Reservation. The Tribe held a parade and 
honored past and present veterans of the U.S. Military. —  See Veter-
ans Day story, 5A.

See ROADS, page 2A

WORKFORCE ADVANTAGE

Leaders discuss roads again

74 Neshoba Central students become OSHA certified after weeks of training

veterans day

Photo by BRADLEY ISAAC

See OSHA, page 7A



By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Priscilla Castro has been 

working her dream job as a 
Neshoba County Sheriff’s 
deputy for five weeks. 

Castro grew up watching 
cop shows with her parents, 
Regina Burrage and Arthur 
Castro. She remembers think-
ing how cool the officers were 
but quickly saw the impact 
someone could make on their 
community by joining law 
enforcement. 

“I have always liked helping 
people,” Castro said. “I am a 
helping person. I want to make 
the world better. Things have 
gotten so bad but even one per-
son can make a difference.” 

Sheriff Eric Clark said he 

initially hired Castro as a jailer. 
He said her willingness to learn 
everything and her work ethic 
was immediately apparent and 
she quickly made it clear that 
she would like to pursue a 
career as a deputy. 

“I knew from her work 
ethic, personality and the way 
that she dealt with others that 
she was a perfect fit for my 
administration,” Clark said. “I 
pride myself in hiring the best 
for Neshoba County’s law 
enforcement and she fits that 
description perfectly.” 

Castro graduated from 
Neshoba Central High School 
in 2017 and soon after joined 
the United States Army where 
she spent four years before 
being medically retired. She 
finished at the rank of E4 Spe-

cialist and was most recently 
stationed at the Aviano Air Base 
in Italy. 

After she left the Army in 
January she moved back home 
and soon after got a job at 
Neshoba County Detention 
Center in May where she 
worked for about four months 
before going to the Mississippi 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Training Academy on Aug. 1. 

“When I got out of the mili-
tary it was time to start again 
and I decided to pursue a career 
in law enforcement like I want-
ed to,” Castro said. 

Castro said her first four 
weeks were busy. She has 
mostly spent her time training 
with the school resource officer 
learning the ropes and patrols at 
the Neshoba Central Schools. 

“It has been a lot of learning 
and getting to know everybody 
but I am loving it,” Castro said. 
“It is a great place to work in a 
great community and we have 
great leadership who is great to 
work with. Everyone has been 
so helpful.” 

In her free time, Castro likes 
to spend time with her family 
and best friend, Reagan Holley. 
She has a small photography 
business, Priscilla Captures. 
Her specialties are senior por-
traits and scenery pictures. 

Castro describes herself as 
“outdoorsy” saying she has cer-
tifications in both scuba diving 
and skydiving. 

Lately, she has been going to 
dirt track races in Columbus 
and Meridian.
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0999 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The case of a family physi-

cian accused of firing shots at 
deputies in a January domestic 
dispute standoff is set to be 
presented to a December grand 
jury, the authorities said. 

The physician, Dr. Jeffery 
Todd Willis, 59, faces multiple 
charges ranging from domestic 
violence to aggravated assault 
on a police officer. 

He was hospitalized after 
the incident and when he left 
the hospital in March Willis 
turned himself in and was 
arraigned. He later posted 
bond. 

District Attorney Steven 
Kilgore confirmed the case 
will be presented to the 
December grand jury. 

The Mississippi Bureau of 
investigations handled the 
case.  

Willis, 13850 Road 602, 

was charged  with the follow-
ing in March: 

• Domestic violence-aggra-
vated assault. 

• Two counts of aggravated 
assault on a police officer and 
shots fired at officers on the 
initial call. 

• Four counts of aggravated 
assault on a police officer 
while effecting an arrest. 

• Two counts of simple 
assault on a police officer 
while effecting an arrest. 

“While on scene a standoff 
ensued between law enforce-
ment and the armed assailant,” 
Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 
Clark initially said in a Face-
book post after the incident. 

Leake County deputies 
were called in to assist that 
apparently lasted for some 
time before the shots were 
fired and Willis was taken to a 
Meridian hospital where he 
survived after surgery for bul-
let wounds to the chest.

Dr. Willis shooting case headed to grand jury

Deputy Priscilla Castro is the newest addition to the Neshoba County Sheriff’s Office.

of projects that would accom-
plish some of the things a 
bypass would by getting large 
trucks off of city roads. 

Patterson said they are look-
ing to build connector roads into 
Weyerhaeuser from Deemer 
Road and from Deemer Road to 
Highway 19. Patterson said his 
latest estimates have the project 
at about $20 million but is at an 
“impasse until he can set up a 
meeting with Weyerhaeuser.” 
They estimate it would be 
another two to three years until 
they could get started on that 
project after a meeting with the 
company. 

Patterson also said they are 
looking at a redesign of High-

way 15 and 16 connector. Sim-
mons called the current layout a 
“dangerous situation.” Patterson 
said he favors a roundabout as a 
solution, but the project is still in 
the early stages of finding a 
solution. 

Simmons said the state is in 
“pretty good shape” and that he 
is committed to getting needed 
projects funded. 

“The state is in better finan-
cial shape than it has ever been 
in is what I’ve been told,” Sim-
mons said. 

The state has generated addi-
tional funds through sales tax on 
online sales and the lottery, as 
well as $1.8 billion in American 
Recovery Plan Act Funds that 
have yet to be allocated, Sim-
mons said. MDOT has received 
none of that money other than 
$80 million from the lottery 
fund passed by the Legislature 
in 2018. 

State Rep. Scott Bounds said 
the Legislature is considering 
wastewater and broadband proj-
ects for the $1.8 billion in unal-
located ARPA funds. 

Simmons went on to say on 
Tuesday that he is aware that 
transportation issues are “inter-
connected” and that in addition 
to funds awarded to local enti-
ties, any funds awarded to his 
office could go toward projects 
in Neshoba County. 

Simmons said of the more 
than $3.3 billion, “I am request-
ing the Legislature to follow its 
tradition of appropriating feder-
al funds to the Commission and 
not earmarking funds in the 
appropriation process.” 

An item Simmons highlight-
ed on a six-page handout said he 
wanted to provide funding to 
enhance and add lanes to High-
way 19 and Highway 16 in 
Neshoba County and develop 

adequate access routes to Wey-
erhaeuser Industry in Philadel-
phia and future economic devel-
opment in the area. 

Young said he was pleased 
by what he heard. He said the 
presentation showed that state 
officials have a plan for the area. 

“I am excited about the pos-
sibilities,” Young said. 

Young said “stable trans-
portation” is an important ele-
ment to ensure that residents 
and visitors have a “pleasurable 
experience” in town.  

Branning said she thought 
the presentation showed there 
was open communication and a 
“positive relationship” with 
state road officials. She said it 
showed that they could “contin-
ue to work to get things done for 
Neshoba County.” 

 

Roads 
Continued from page 1A

Castro lands dream job with Sheriff

By DUNCAN DENT 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Philadelphia man was 

arrested on drug charges after a 
domestic dispute call Saturday, 
officials said. 

Jeremy Howard Henry, 29, 
was arrested and charged with 
domestic violence, possession 
of marijuana and possession of 
paraphernalia. 

Jail records show that 
Henry bonded out on $2,200 in 

bond on the morning of Sun-
day, Nov. 7. 

Sheriff Eric Clark said that 
Henry was arrested when 
deputies responded to a 
domestic call at his residence 
on the morning of Saturday, 

Nov. 6.  
A large amount of marijua-

na was collected during the 
investigation. 

Clark said that the amount 
of marijuana was just below a 
felony.

Man faces drug charges after domestic dispute call
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A man apprehended by a 

passerby after he robbed the 
Dixon Express Lane in May 
2019 pleaded guilty to strong 
arm robbery earlier this month. 

The man, Alexander Davis 
Jr., 24, of Philadelphia pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to 15 
years in prison with five sus-
pended, probation and court 
costs. 

Davis entered the store at 
approximately noon that Sun-
day wearing a mask and carry-
ing a gun, a .22-caliber pistol. 

After he fled the store, the 
clerk ran out and shouted that 
Davis had robbed the store. 

Gordon Adkins, now a 
Neshoba County Sheriff’s 
Office investigator and veteran 
law enforcement officer who 
was in the area, jumped out of 
his truck and chased Davis 
down. While the two men 
struggled, another man 
stopped and assisted in appre-
hending the suspect. 

There were several other 
pleadings and sentencings in 
Circuit Court this month, 
according to District Attorney 
Steven Kilgore, and those 
were as follows: 

• Devon Mingo, 25,   207 
549 Conehatta Road, Conehat-
ta, pleaded guilty to two counts 
of burglary of a dwelling.  

Mingo was arrested by the 
Neshoba County Sheriff’s 
Department in March after 
they received tips from the 
public.  

Mingo was sentenced to 11 
years in prison on the first 
count with five year suspend-
ed, probation and court costs.  

On the second count, he 
was sentenced to three years to 
serve consecutive to the other 
sentence and restitution. 

• John Robert Jones, 42, 
202 Rea St., pleaded guilty to 
strong arm robbery. Jones was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison 
with seven years suspended, 
probation, fines and court 
costs. 

• Billy Ray Neese, 28, 
12323 Road 325, Union, 
pleaded guilty to possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
sentenced as a habitual offend-
er to five years in prison with 
three suspended, fines and 
court costs. 

• Corey Rayborn, 33, 12410 
Road 325, Union, pleaded 
guilty to possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
sentenced to five years in 
prison with three years sus-
pended, fines and court costs. 

• Kenneth Earl Shell, 49, of 
545 Road 1054, pleaded guilty 
to two counts of sale of 
methamphetamine. He was 
sentenced to drug court, fines 
and court costs. 

• Lil Jefferey Wells, 28, 
10091 Road 549, pleaded 
guilty to grand larceny, burgla-
ry of an unoccupied dwelling, 
burglary of a barn and burglary 
of a storage building.  

He was sentenced to seven 
years in prison with five sus-
pended on the first count along 
with probation, a fine and 
court costs.  

He received two years on 
the second count and a year 
each for the third and fourth 
counts, all to be served consec-
utively. 

• Tellas Moore, 49, 421 
Barham St., pleaded guilty to 

failure to register as a sex 
offender. He was sentenced to 
five years in prison with two 
suspended, fines and court 
costs. 

• Thomas Giles, 36, 17101 
Frog Level Lane, pleaded 
guilty to two counts of busi-
ness burglary. He was sen-
tenced to drug court, a fine and 
court costs. 

• James Michael Franklin, 
26, 10491 Highway 21 north, 
pleaded guilty to two counts of 
taking away a motor vehicle, 
one count of felony fleeing, 
and one count of possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon. 

On the first count, he was 
sentenced to six years with two 
suspended as a habitual 
offender along with a fine and 
court costs.  

On the second charge, he 
was sentenced to two years in 
prison to be served consecu-
tively as a habitual offender. 
He was sentenced to two years 
consecutively as a habitual 
offender for each of the other 
two charges. 

• Jaquan Wingo, 21, 408 
Pinehaven Dr., Carthage, 
pleaded guilty of six counts of 
aggravated assault.  

On the first count, he was 
sentenced to eight years in 
prison with four years sus-
pended, probation and a fine. 
In the other five counts, he was 
sentenced to serve two years 
concurrent for each. 

• Kimberly Gentry, 45, 
10762 Road 2426, pleaded 
guilty to two counts of posses-
sion of methamphetamine.  

She was sentenced to one 
year in prison, a fine and court 
costs. On the second charge, 
she was sentenced to one year 

to be served consecutively 
with the first sentence. 

• Humphrey Cole, 51, 
12692 Highway 495 south, 
DeKalb, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
He was sentenced to drug 
court, a fine and court costs. 

• Joshua Wilkerson, 28, 
1110 Gomillian Road, Walnut 
Grove, pleaded guilty to grand 

larceny. He was sentenced to 
two years in prison with a fine 
and court costs. 

• Rodney Donald, 49, 
12600 Road 325, Union, 
pleaded guilty to possession of 
methamphetamine and to pos-
session of a firearm by a con-
victed felon.  

On the first charge, he was 
sentenced to 12 years in prison 

with four suspended, probation 
and court costs. He was sen-
tenced to two years in prison 
on the second count. 

• April Holmes, 24, 343 
South Columbus Avenue, 
Louisville, pleaded guilty to 
possession of methampheta-
mine. She was sentenced to 
drug court, a fine and court 
costs.

The Neshoba County Sanitation
Department announces the following

COUNTY GARBAGE COLLECTION
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:

THERE WILL BE NO ROUTE PICK-UP
ON THE FOLLOWING DAY:

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 25th, 2021

The Route scheduled for Thanksgiving Day will 

be picked up early on Wednesday, November 

24th. Please have garbage for both the 

Wednesday and Thursday routes out by

7:00 AM as pickup times may vary due 

to the holiday.

The Waste Convenience Station at

the Neshoba County Unit Facility Building

will be closed Thanksgiving Day, 

but will be open Friday, November 26th 

from 7:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Saturday, 

November 27th from 7:00 AM until noon.

Have a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving!
Neshoba County Sanitation Department

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Dixon Express Lane robber sentenced to 15 years

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A jury deliberated for 

approximately one hour in 
Neshoba County Circuit Court 
on Tuesday afternoon before 
returning with a guilty verdict 
in the capital murder trial of 
James Walter Kelly Jr. in 
which the victim’s body was 
weighed down and anchored 
in a small pond in the Hope 
community. 

The death penalty was not 

considered in the case and a 
sentencing date for Kelly had 
not been set as of Tuesday 
afternoon. 

The trial began Monday 
and the jury was sent out to 
deliberate just after lunch on 
Tuesday. 

During the trial, the prose-
cution called seven witnesses, 
including two defendants who 
had pleaded guilty to their 
parts in the case earlier this 
year. 

Initially, three people were 

charged with capital murder in 
the Oct. 19, 2019, slaying of 
Demarcus Houston, 19, of 
Philadelphia, who died by suf-
focation, according to records.  

Houston’s body was later 
discovered weighted down and 
anchored in 4 or 5 feet of water 
in a small pond at Hope. 

District attorney Steve Kil-
gore said Houston was dead 
before his body was placed in 
the pond. 

See the latest update at 
neshobademocrat.com.

Guilty verdict in pond murder
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION

Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights.
               — Psalm 119:143 (KJV)

Inflation is a dagger  for Biden
RICH LOWRY

Lifeboats for the Dems? 

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

The experience of the last 
Democratic president who 
presided over a significant bout 
of inflation wasn’t a happy one, 
and if the Biden White House 
isn’t haunted by that precedent, 
it isn’t paying attention. 

Arguably, galloping infla-
tion did more than anything 
else to unravel Jimmy Carter’s 
presidency. 

Of course, we aren’t any-
where close to the late 1970s, 
when inflation hit double-dig-
its. But the latest numbers — 
with prices increasing 6.2%, 
the biggest annual increase in 
more than 30 years — should 
be a fire bell in the night for 
Democrats. 

There have been two crises 
President Joe Biden created or 
exacerbated, at the southern 
border and in Afghanistan, and 
the latest numbers point to the 
possibility of a third and even 
more consequential one. 

Large-scale forces are at 
play in the rising prices. His 
policy program has tended to 
make the problem worse rather 
than better, though, and the 
eroding buck is going to stop 
with him regardless. 

For the longest time, the 
White House’s response to 
inflation concerns was to high-
handedly dismiss them. The 
White House scoffed at econo-
mist Larry Summers when he 
warned earlier this year that 
fiscal stimulus on a World War 
II-scale might “set off infla-
tionary pressures of a kind we 
have not seen in a generation.” 

Contra Summers, White 
House economic adviser Jared 
Bernstein predicted in April 
that inflation would rise mod-
estly for several months before 
fading back to a lower level.  

Well, here we are, close to 
the end of the year, with infla-
tion indeed at its highest level 
in a generation. 

Bernstein called rising 
prices “transitory,” a word that 
has been used so frequently by 
inflation-doubters that it’s 
become parodic. John May-
nard Keynes famously said, 
“In the long run we are all 
dead,” so in a similar spirit, it 
might be that everything is 
eventually transitory. 

Rising prices are being 
driven by a global mismatch 
between demand and supply 
as the economy recovers from 
the pandemic while disrup-
tions in production persist. At 
the same time, bottlenecks are 
disrupting the U.S. supply 
chain. 

Inflation in the U.S. has 
been worse than elsewhere 
around the world, and Biden’s 
agenda clearly wasn’t 
designed with an inflationary 
environment in mind. 

With gas and fuel oil prices 
up 50% or more over the past 
year, maybe it isn’t such a 
good time to be pursuing a 
campaign against fossil fuel 
producers. 

With the country already 
awash in federal dollars from 
the spending bills that have 
gone out the door over the past 
18 months, perhaps it isn’t a 
great idea to layer massive 
new spending on top. 

With labor shortages and 
supply disruptions plaguing 

the economy, it might not be 
advantageous to continue to 
stoke demand with various 
payments and subsidies while 
discouraging supply, either by 
making it easier for people to 
stay out of the work force or 
by raising taxes and tightening 
regulations. 

Biden is now redefining his 
infrastructure and Build Back 
Better proposals as anti-infla-
tionary, though no one ever 
mentioned this when the bills 
were being conceived or sold 
over the past year. 

Biden’s best bet is that his 
jawboning and pushing at the 
ports and other points along 
the supply chain can make a 
difference, while companies 
untangle the mess over time. 
In the meantime, the global 
energy crunch could resolve 
itself as supply catches up to 
demand.  

That would presumably 
diminish inflation next year. 
What is not going to work is 
trying to talk people out of the 
lived reality of higher prices. 

It avails workers nothing if 
rising wages don’t keep up 
with inflation. According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
real average hourly earnings 
fell 1.2% from October 2020 
to October 2021 and dropped 
0.5% from September to Octo-
ber of this year. 

Whether prices continue to 
outstrip wages might be the 
best metric for the scale of 
Democratic congressional loss-
es next year and the ultimate 
fate of Biden’s presidency. 

 
Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.  

Are Democrats Looking to 
the Lifeboats? 

Not so long ago, President 
Joe Biden was being talked of 
as a transformative president, a 
second Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in terms of the domestic agen-
da he would enact. 

And there was substance to 
the claim. 

Early in his presidency, 
Biden had passed a $1.9 tril-
lion stimulus package. While 
his majorities in both houses of 
Congress were razor-thin, they 
proved sufficient to push 
through a $1.2 trillion infra-
structure bill. 

Clusters of Republicans 
backed the Biden infrastruc-
ture bill. 

A follow-on $3.5 trillion 
Build Back Better social 
spending bill to rival New 
Deal and Great Society meas-
ures has broad support — 
though not for its sticker price 
— and, even today, still seems 
possible. 

So, how are Biden and the 
administration he leads doing 
with the American people who 
put them into office? Accord-
ing to a stunning Washington 
Post-ABC News poll this 
weekend, not well, not well at 
all. 

If the 2022 elections were 
held this November, registered 
voters would back Republican 
candidates over Democratic 
opponents 51-41.  

The GOP voter advantage 
would translate into a rout of 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s House 
Democrats, loss of the Senate, 
two years of gridlock and a 
lame-duck Biden presidency 
through 2023 and 2024.  

If that Post-ABC poll is 
accurate, Democrats are star-
ing into the abyss. 

According to the poll, 70% 
of Americans have a negative 
view of how the economy is 
doing under Biden, while 
38%, almost 4 in 10, believe 
the economy is in “poor” con-
dition. 

“About half of Americans 
overall and political independ-
ents blame Biden for fast-ris-
ing inflation,” writes the Post, 
“ ... with more than 6 in 10 
saying he has accomplished 
‘not much’ or ‘little or noth-
ing.’” Seven in 10 independent 
voters believe Biden’s presi-
dency lacks any real achieve-

ments. 
Is this Biden likely to enter 

the history books alongside 
FDR?  

Probably not. Only 8% of 
the nation thinks he has done a 
“great deal” in his first year, 
which corresponds to FDR’s 
famous “First 100 Days” in 
1933. 

On how he is handling his 
presidency overall, Biden has 
the approval of 41% and the 
disapproval of 53% of all 
Americans. 

Biden is 12 points under-
water. While he has suffered 
attrition in his own Democratic 
Party, it is among independent 
voters that his losses have been 
staggering. 

On the issues of whether 
the government is spending 
too much and whether parents 
should play a role in deciding 
what their children are taught 
in public schools, the GOP 
stance is overwhelmingly sup-
ported.  

That same Sunday edition 
of the Post that described the 
Biden polls contained a 
lengthy political analysis of 
the relative strength of Vice 
President Kamala Harris and 
Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg as potential Demo-
cratic nominees in 2024.  

The unstated premise of the 
piece seemed to be that 
Biden’s first term is his last, if 
he makes it through to 2024. 

About the plunge in support 
for Biden’s presidency, the 
questions are coming fast. Can 
he turn this around? Is the attri-
tion inexorable? Are we head-
ed for a broken presidency? 

To answer the questions, 
consider the root causes of 
Biden’s decline. 

Four of the issue areas 
where Biden and the Democ-
rats are on the defensive are: 
inflation, immigration, crime 
and education. 

In October, the consumer 
price index was 6.2% above a 
year ago, the highest surge in 
inflation in 31 years. 

The family necessities of 
food and gasoline are showing 

some of the steepest price 
increases. Several months ago, 
Democrats were saying the 
price surge was “transitory.” 
Few are saying that now.  

The choked supply chain 
for commodities from abroad 
looks like it will take a long 
time to unravel. Americans are 
looking at a Thanksgiving with 
fewer turkeys and a Christmas 
with fewer toys.  

As for the border crisis, 
which was put in Harris’ port-
folio, it is seeing the highest 
rates of illegal entries in 
decades, with more than a mil-
lion having crossed our south-
ern border since Biden took 
the oath. And they are still 
coming. 

In the aftermath of the 
“Defund the Police!” protests 
and riots in the wake of 
George Floyd’s death in Min-
neapolis in 2020, resignations 
and retirements of cops have 
gone hand in hand with an 
explosion of murders and 
homicides in America’s major 
cities. 

Chicago has become noto-
rious for its weekly casualty 
count. 

On the education issue, 
which now embraces the rights 
of parents to review what their 
children are being taught about 
race, sex and morality in their 
public schools — the issue 
probably cost Terry McAuliffe 
his chance to return as gover-
nor of Virginia.  

And Republicans now seem 
in step with suburban parents 
as Democrats appear to be on 
the side of leftist teachers 
unions. 

The returns from Virginia 
and New Jersey on Election 
Day seem to confirm what 
ABC and the Post found in 
their poll: 

A tidal wave may be com-
ing, and if it does not crest and 
break before November 2022, 
it will swamp Nancy Pelosi’s 
House and Chuck Schumer’s 
Senate, and it will sink Joe 
Biden’s White House. 

That’s the climate change 
Democrats ought to be worry-
ing about. 

Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.”

With gas prices up 
over 50%, maybe now 
isn’t such a good time 

to kill fossil fuel.
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sink Biden.

EDITORIALS

Democrats, with the help of 13 House 
Republicans, passed a $1.2 trillion so-
called infrastructure bill last week, which 
the Biden administration promises will 
lead to shovel-ready jobs come this 
spring. 

“The president said we could see shov-
els in the ground in two to three months. 
How certain are you will have shovel-
ready projects by the spring?” CBS’s Mar-
garet Brennan asked White House Senior 
Advisor Cedric Richmond this Sunday on 
“Face the Nation.” 

“We’re very optimistic, almost certain,” 
Mr. Richmond replied. “Remember, the 
president oversaw the American Rescue 
Plan, which we saw after the last Great 
Recession under the Obama administra-
tion that he oversaw, and it was very 
effective. He knows what he’s doing. This 
is his plan. We have administration expert-
ise to get it done, so I’m very confident 
we can get it done.” 

Mr. Obama’s $800 billion American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009 
was “very effective?” Certainly, Mr. Rich-
mond cannot be serious. 

Mr. Obama’s plan was meant to stimu-
late the economy, create jobs, and keep 
unemployment under 8%. It accomplished 
none of this. Instead, total employment 
fell by another 4 million jobs in two years, 
and unemployment soared to 10%. 

Mr. Biden was tasked as the “sheriff” to 
oversee how stimulus monies were spent. 
The U.S. wasted $2.6 billion in 19 “green 
energy” projects that collapsed, including 
$790 million for Abound Solar and $570 
million for Solyndra. 

Cree LED Light Company was also a 

major recipient of the 2009 stimulus funds 
– which in turn sent a portion of that 
money straight to China. A year after it 
was rewarded with U.S. taxpayer monies, 
it opened its first plant in Huizhou City, 
China, with its CEO boasting how more 
than 50% of its employees live and work 
in China. Mr. Biden can be credited, it 
seems, for creating green jobs overseas. 

At the Energy Department alone, more 
than 100 criminal investigations were 
launched into squandered stimulus funds. 
And by 2011, it emerged that some of Mr. 
Obama’s biggest political donors were 
executives whose companies profited off 
of the stimulus. 

Mr. Biden’s own chief of staff Ron 
Klain admitted in 2011 the number of jobs 
created from the 2009 recovery was 
“hardly a game-changer,” and Mr. Obama 
even joked at a Jobs Council, “shovel-
ready was not as shovel-ready as we 
expected.” 

In 2010, voters delivered Democrats 
the shellacking they deserved for such a 
stalled economic recovery, with Republi-
cans picking up 63 seats in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Don’t expect much from last week’s 
$1.2 trillion infrastructure passage. If his-
tory has taught us anything, it’s that enor-
mous government spending overseen by 
Mr. Biden rips off the American taxpayer, 
ships jobs overseas, and is plagued with 
waste, fraud, and abuse.  

If this is the “expertise” Mr. Richmond 
was referring to, the American people are 
in for a long three more years. 

— The Washington Times

NOVEMBER 21, 1941 
Angrily protesting the 

Defense Mediation Board’s 
ruling against a union ship in 
captive coal mines, C.I.O 
President Philip Murray and 
Thomas Kennedy, sec-treas., 
of the mine workers, resigned 
from the board Tuesday, and 
reports were current that the 
Army was preparing to cope 
with a new “emergency’ in 
the pits. 

A total of 301 Members 
joined the Red Cross in 
Neshoba county during the 
annual roll call conducted last 
week, Earl Yates, local chair-
man, reports. Quota for the 
county was 1200. 

 
NOVEMBER 17, 1951 
In an effort to curb the sale 

of intoxicating liquors in the 
city limits, Mayor Jimmie 
Haddock and Officer Hugh 
Barrett, raided several places 
last week and found six gal-
lons of moonshine and four 
cases of beer. 

The Mississippi Economic 
Council, an organization 
composed largely of business 
and professional leadership in 
the state, is seeking additional 
representation in Neshoba 
County, according to F.L. 
Grubbs, local county chair-
man.    

 
NOVEMBER 17, 1961 
A Browning 12 Gauge 

Automatic shot gun will be 
given away by the Neshoba 
County Jaycees Saturday, 
November 18th at 4 o’clock, 
at the courthouse. Proceeds of 

the ticket sales go to help 
sponsor the Little League 
baseball and the Christmas 
parade. 

At the regular meeting of 
the Mayor and Board of 
Alderman of the City of 
Philadelphia last Tuesday, a 
motion was made that the 
south side of Main Street be 
widened to the north side of 
the sidewalk, from Church 
Avenue to Holland Avenue.  

     
NOVEMBER 18, 1971 
Final plans were 

announced this week for a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed 12,600 acre reservoir to 
be constructed in Neshoba 
County. 

The Bobashela District, 
consisting of Neshoba, New-
ton, and Kemper counties, 
will hold its annual fall camp-
oree this weekend in Decatur.  

 
NOVEMBER 19, 1981 
Sheriff Johnny Phillips 

said two men have been 
charged with aggravated 
assault in connection with the 
beating of a third man. 

A new 5.5 mile section of 
State Highway 15 between 
the Linwood and Neshoba 
communities is now open to 
traffic. 

City and county officials 
have officially set Dec. 15 as 
the date for a $900,000 bond 
issue election to help finance 
the proposed Neshoba County 
Vocational Technical Center.       

 
NOVEMBER 16, 1991 
Mississippi Secretary of 

State Dick Molpus, speaking 
here Monday night at the 
annual Chamber of Com-
merce banquet, commended 
the community on maintain-
ing its industrial and econom-
ic base while other areas are 
dealing with a downturn. 

William G. (Gully) Yates 
Sr. was recognized and com-
mended Monday night for his 
“outstanding contributions to 
the economic development of 
Philadelphia and Neshoba 
County.” 

Dr. Natalia da Roza, for-
mer president of the Missis-
sippi Music Teachers Associ-
ation, will present a piano 
recital on Sunday, Nov. 24 in 
the Neshoba County Library. 

     
NOVEMBER 15, 2001 
For Tribal Chief Phillip 

Martin, the opening of a hos-
pitality institute and Choctaw 
Geo Imaging is just another 
sign of the Tribe’s growing 
diversity and prosperity and 
an indicator of a vibrant econ-
omy in Neshoba County.         

  
NOVEMBER 15, 2011 
Neshoba County’s new 

redistricting map, which con-
tains both a majority black 
and majority American Indian 
precinct, has been approved 
by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. 

The engineer in charge of 
the AlphaGen renovation told 
Philadelphia aldermen last 
week he expects the $1 mil-
lion project that is expected to 
bring 200 jobs to be complet-
ed by year’s end. 



By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Neshoba County residents 

celebrated Veterans Day last 
week to honor the men and 
women who have served in the 
nation’s armed forces. 

Many joined at the Neshoba 
County Coliseum last Thursday 
for the annual Veterans Day 
service. In addition, the Missis-
sippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
held a parade and ceremony on 
the Reservation Friday. 

Bad weather forced the cer-
emony inside at the Neshoba 
County Coliseum for the first 
time. The service is usually 
held at Dewitt DeWeese Park 
near the Fallen Veterans monu-
ment. 

Retired Col. Ray Crocker 
was the man of the hour. Not 
only was he the speaker for the 
program, but he was recognized 
with a plaque for being this 
year’s Citizen of the Year. 
Crocker headed the effort to 
rebuild the Fallen Veterans 
Memorial plaza that was dam-
aged by a tornado. It reopened 
last year during Veterans Day 
services. 

“Veterans know that free-
dom is not free,” Crocker said. 
“They know you have to be 
ready when the time comes to 

move. When they were in the 
service, they had to train all of 
the time to be ready for whatev-
er came up. But the biggest 

thing is they knew freedom 
wasn’t free, and they were will-
ing to go and do what needed to 
be done to keep us free.” 

Crocker said this was the 
attitude the committee took 
when they started raising 
money to rebuild the memorial. 

“The attitude we took was it 
wasn’t going to be second 
class,” Crocker said. “It was 
going to be as good as we can 
do. And it wasn’t going to take 
years to get it.” 

The Neshoba Central Navy 
JROTC started the program 
with the presentation of colors. 
Then, Renfred Rush sang the 
National Anthem. 

After Crocker’s speech, 
Rush sang God Bless America. 

The weather was much bet-
ter on Friday as members of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians held a Veterans Day 
celebration. 

The celebration included a 
parade of veterans, Tribal Chief 
Cyrus Ben, Choctaw Indian 
Princess Shemah Ladania Cros-
by, tribal youth groups and oth-
ers. 

Some participants marched 
carrying American flags. Some 
rode in patriotically decorated 
vehicles, some pulling trailers 
bearing American flags. 

The event culminated at the 
Choctaw Veterans Memorial 
for a ceremony where Crosby, 
Ben and others spoke to honor 
the veterans.

Willie J. Griffin 
Graveside services for Mr. 

Willie J Griffin will be held on 
Saturday, November 20, 2021, at 
2 P.M. from 
Unity Springs 
M.B. Church 
Cemetery with 
M i n i s t e r 
Wardell Tan-
skley officiat-
ing. Beck 
F u n e r a l 
Home, Inc is 
in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Griffin, 
74, of Philadelphia, passed away 
on Saturday, November 13, 2021 
at Forrest General Hospital in 
Hattiesburg. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Patricia Griffin of Philadelphia, 
MS, three children, Phyllis Gully, 
Churnda Griffin and Willis Grif-
fin all of Philadelphia, MS, nine 
grandchildren, 12 great grand-
children, six brothers and four 
sisters. 

Pallbearers are Michael Gully, 
David Clay, Deonte Griffin, Tvo-
rious Griffin, Edwin Griffin and 
Scottie Stewart. 

 
Dorothy L.    
Kirkland 

Funeral service for Ms. 
Dorothy L. Kirkland was held 11 
AM Friday, November 12, 2021 
at Pentecostals of House Church 
with Rev. Barry Fulton officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel in charge. 

Ms. Kirkland, 88, passed 
away Wednesday, November 10 
,2021 at her home. She lived in  
House/Little Rock community 
most of her life. She was retired 
from Kerr Glass where she 
worked in Quality Control 
Department. She was a member 
of Pentecostals of House Church. 
Her hobbies and special interests 
were her family, church, sewing 
and rescuing animals. 

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Thomas Nolen 

Kirkland; sisters, Louise Adams, 
Infant Eva Jewell Warren; broth-
ers, Leonard, Clayton, Willie, 
Lamar, and Charles Warren. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Brenda Held (Harry), Wanda 
Kirkland (Pete); sons, Jackie 
Kirkland, Tommy Kirkland (Bar-
bara), Michael Kirkland 
(Michelle); sisters, Anna Dee 
Spears, Betty Kelley , Diane 
Scarborough; brothers, Robert 
Warren and Ray Warren; (15) 
grandchildren; (21) great-grand-
children. 

 

Jimmie Lee 
Chapman Sr. 

Funeral services for Mr. Jim-
mie Lee Chapman Sr. will be 
held at 2 PM Sunday, November 
14, 2021 at Tucker Facility 
Building with Rev. Mark Patrick 
officiating. Interment will be in 
the New Tucker Cemetery. Visi-
tation will begin at 2 PM Friday, 
November 12, 2021 at Tucker 
Facility Building. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Servic-
es in charge. Mr. Chapman, 75, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
November 9, 2021 at VA Hospi-
tal in Jackson, MS. He enjoyed 
watching western movies, foot-
ball, fishing and hunting. He 
enjoyed being around his family 
and grandchildren. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Raymond Chapman and 
Bobbie Sue Jim; son, Jimmie Lee 
Chapman Jr.; sisters, Mary Chap-
man and Eula Mae King; brother, 
John Chapman. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Debbie McMillian and Margueri-
ta McMillan; sister, Julie Jeffer-
son; 12 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchild. Several nieces 
and nephews. 

Pallbearers: Thaddeus Tubby, 
Eric Johnson, Curtis Chapman, 
Bruce Jim, Roberto Fonseca, 
Reuben York, Randall Morris Jr., 
KoiDe Isaac, Braydon McMillan, 
Daylon Ben, Deyon Ben, 
Keanon McMillan, Grant Ben Jr., 
Brighton McMillan, Ayden Lit-
tlevoice, Legend McMillan. 

 

Debbie Kay 
Posey Beckham 

Funeral service for Mrs. Deb-
bie Kay Posey Beckham was 
held 2 PM Monday, November 
15, 2021 at John E. Stephens 
Chapel with Rev. Scott Boatner 
officiating. Interment was in Lin-
wood Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel was in charge. 

Mrs. Beckham,68, passed 
away Friday, November 12 ,2021 
at her home. She lived most of 
her life in Linwood community. 
She worked for the United States 
Postal Service. She was a mem-
ber of West Philadelphia God’s 
House. Her hobbies were quilt-
ing, and riding motorcycles. 

She is preceded in death by 
her father, Hays William Posey; 
brothers, Danny and Randy 
Posey. 

Survivors include husband, 
Wayne Beckham of Philadelphia; 
mother and step-father, Katherine 
and Forrest Sink of Vicksburg; 
daughters, Melissa Watson 
(Patrick) of Philadelphia, Miran-
da Smith of Union; brother, Rick 
Posey of TN; (5) grandchildren, 
Kellie Watson, Alli Rae Bishop, 
Kaylee Bishop, Brantley Peebles, 
Coleman Smith; (5) great-grand-
children, Owen, Wyatt, Emersyn, 
Posey, and Saylor. 

 

James Vines 
Funeral service for Mr. James 

Vines was held at 11 AM Tues-
day, November 16, 2021 at John 
E. Stephens Chapel with Rev. 
John E. Stephens, Rev. Tim Vow-
ell, and Rev. Nels Norris officiat-
ed. Interment was in Spring 
Creek Cemetery. 

Mr. Vines, 62, passed away 
Thursday, November 11, 2021. 
He lived most of his life in the 
Spring Creek community. He 
was a member of North Calvary 
Baptist Church. He was the Man-
ager at Yates Ready Mix. His 
pride and joy was his wife of 37 
years, his son, daughter-in-law, 
and his namesake grandson. 

He is preceded in death by his 
father, Baudie Vines. 

Survivors include his wife, 

Tammie Vines; mother, Orba 
Dean Vines; son, Phillip Vines 
(Elizabeth) sisters, Faye Mason 
(Doug), Sandra Latimer 
(William), Gayle Luke (Danny); 
(1) grandson, James William 
Vines; loving mother and father 
in-law, Hazel and Ted Callahan; 
brothers, sisters in-law; several 
nieces, nephews. 

 

Alice Faye 
Thomas 

Funeral services for Alice 
Faye Thomas were held Monday, 
November 15, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
from McClain-Hays Chapel with 
Rev. Rick Benson officiating. 
Burial followed in Cooks Chapel 
Cemetery. Visitation was held 
Monday, November 15, 2021 
from noon until service time at 
McClain-Hays Funeral Home. 
McClain-Hays Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Mrs. Thomas, 83, of Philadel-
phia, died Friday, November 12, 
2021. 

She was a native of Noxapater 
and a longtime resident of the 
Shady Grove Community of 
Neshoba County. Faye was a 
wonderful homemaker and chef. 
Mrs. Thomas was a member of 
Nelson Baptist Church. 

 Survivors include children, 
Dianne Bozeman , Scott Thomas, 
Debbie McCaslin, John Thomas; 
seven grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; sisters, Reba 
Coward and Nancy Bateman; 
brothers, Johnny, Tommy and 
Jeffrey Coleman. 

 

Paul D. Sullivan 
Funeral services for Paul D. 

Sullivan were held Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
from Coye Assembly of God 

Church in Preston, MS with Bro. 
Ryan Farmer officiating. Burial 
followed in Coye Assembly 
Cemetery. Visitation was held 
Monday, November 15, 2021 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at McClain-
Hays Funeral Home and Tues-
day, November 16, 2021 at 1 
p.m. until service time Coye 
Assembly of God Church. 

Mr. Sullivan, 91, of Preston, 
MS, died Saturday, November 
13, 2021. 

He was a lifelong resident of 
Kemper County. He loved to 
hunt, fish, go 4wheeler riding and 
pull pranks on his family.  Mr. 
Sullivan was a Christian by faith. 

Survivors include sisters, 
Jewel Tucker and Wynan John-
son; brother, Royce Sullivan; 
several nieces, nephews and their 
families. 

Mr. Sullivan was preceded in 
death by parents, Clarence and 
Emma J. Sullivan; sisters, Willie 
Lee Pratt and Eloise Dunn; broth-
ers, Wilbur and James Sullivan. 

 

Sarah Jeanette 
Evans 

Ms. Sarah Jeanette Evans, 84, 
passed away on Wednesday 
November 10, 2021. She was 
born in Kemper County on June 
14, 1937. She was a long-time 
member of the Eastern Star. She 
was a book keeper. Her hobby 
was sewing. 

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Jack Evans; father, 
Rev. Leon Duncan and mother, 
Evelyn Kidnocker. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren Keith (Lisa) Kilpatrick, 
Suzette Robinson and Holly 
Davignon; brothers, W.L. Dun-
can and Lee Duncan. 

She has (6) Grandchildren, 
Kristina Pratt, Lindsey Kil-
patrick, Todd Robinson, Kayla 
Robinson, Dylan Robinson, and 
Justin Dove. 

She has (5) great-grandchil-
dren, Marley, Mila, tucker, 
Emery, and Rylee. 

 

Dorine Sims 
Funeral services for Mrs. 

Dorine McAfee Sims will be 
held on Thursday, November 18, 
2021, at 2 P.M. from Stevens 
Chapel United Methodist with 
Pastor Lydia Michelle Dailey 
officiating. Burial will be at Don-
ald Rest Cemetery. Beck Funeral 
Home, Inc. is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Sims ,61, of Philadel-
phia, passed away on Saturday, 
November 13, 2021 at St. 
Dominic Hospital in Jackson. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Shadrick McAfee and 
Antwan McAfee both of Atlanta, 
GA, Oscar Gray of Brandon, 
MS, Jonathan McGee and John-
dreas McGee both of Philadel-
phia, MS, and Micheal Sims, Jr. 
of Camp Lyjeune, NC, 15 grand-
children, nine sisters and seven 
brothers.    

Pallbearers are Kaski Moore, 
Timothy Boler, Justin Payton, 
Cedric McAfee, Micheal Shavers 
and Jonathan McGee.
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Willie 
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ALICE FAYE THOMAS 
SERVICES NOVEMBER 

15 
MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 

INTERMENT COOKS 
CHAPEL 

 
 

PAUL D. SULLIVAN 
SERVICES NOVEMBER 

16 
COYE ASSEMBLY OF 

GOD CHURCH 
INTERMENT COYE 

ASSEMBLY CEMETERY

McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 

601-656-1212 
www.mcclainhays.com

MS. DOROTHY KIRKLAND 
11 AM FRI., NOV. 12, 2021 

PENTECOSTALS OF 
HOUSE 

CHURCH CEMETERY 
 

MR. JIMMIE LEE  
CHAPMAN SR. 

2 PM SUN., NOV. 14, 2021 
TUCKER FACILITY 

BUILDING 
NEW TUCKER CEMETERY 

 
MRS. DEBBIE KAY POSEY 

BECKHAM 
2 PM MONDAY,  

NOVEMBER 15, 2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
LINWOOD CEMETERY 

 
MR. JAMES PHILLIP 

VINES 
11 AM TUESDAY,  

NOVEMBER 16,2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL   
SPRING CREEK  

CEMETERY 
 

MS. SARAH JEANETTE 
EVANS 

SERVICE AT A LATER 
DATE

812 Pecan Avenue • P.O. Box 34 
Philadelphia • 601-656-1515 

www.johnestephenschapel.com 
Our Family Serving Your FamilyPastor David Storment

OBITUARIES

Ray Crocker, left, receives the Neshoba County Citizen of the Year from Tim Moore during last Thursday’s annual 
Veterans Day ceremony at the Neshoba County Coliseum. 

Veterans Day event honors Crocker, others who served

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

  
Neshoba County recorded 

24 new COVID-19 cases and 
one new death in the past 
week, according to the Missis-
sippi State Department of 
Health’s Nov. 16 report. 

Neshoba County has now 

recorded a total of 6,705 cases 
of COVID-19 and 210 deaths 
since the pandemic began in 
March 2020. 

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians reported 
three new positive cases of 
COVID-19 and no new deaths 
in the past week as of Nov. 15, 
with the total number of posi-

tive cases for the Tribe stand-
ing at 2,471 with 123 deaths. 
The Tribe reported one new 
hospitalization in the past 
week. 

Neshoba Central Elemen-
tary School reported between 
one and five positive COVID-
19 cases among students and 
between one and five cases 

among teachers and staff dur-
ing the week of Nov. 5. No 
students or staff have been 
quarantined. 

As of Nov. 16, 29% of 
Neshoba County’s population 
is fully vaccinated, and 33% 
of the population has received 
at least one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, according 

to MSDH. 
Vaccinations are being 

administered at Walmart at 
1002 W. Beacon St., Philadel-
phia, and Walgreens at 1005 
W. Beacon Street in Philadel-
phia, according to the MSDH. 

Statewide, since the pan-
demic began in March 2020, 
291,803 confirmed COVID-

19 cases have been recorded 
by the MSDH along with 
217,914 probable cases, total-
ing 509,717 cases. There have 
been 6,836 confirmed 
COVID-19 deaths, along with 
3,379 probable deaths, total-
ing 10,215 deaths.

1 new COVID-19 death reported in county as cases shrinking

10460 Rd 561 
Philadelphia 
601-656-1191 

www.beckfuneralhomeinc.com

BABY DYNVER FLOREE 
LEWIS 

-GRAVESIDE SERVICE- 
11 A.M. WED., NOV. 17, 

2021 
SPRINGHILL M.B. 

CHURCH CEMETERY, 
UNION 

 
MRS. DORINE MCAFEE 

SIMS 
2 P.M. THU., NOV. 18, 

2021 
STEVENS CHAPEL U.M. 

CHURCH 
INTERMENT 

DONALD REST  
CEMETERY 

 
WILLIE J. GRIFFIN 

-GRAVESIDE SERVICE- 
2 P.M. SAT., NOV. 20, 2021 

UNITY SPRINGS M.B. 
CHURCH CEMETERY
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The Lord is our helper

The Devotional Page is made possible by these businesses which encourage everyone to 
attend worship services on Sunday. If your church is not listed, please call 601-656-4000. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

It is a wonderful thing to know that you 
have divine assistance in your life. We are 
subject to many peculiar infirmities, both of 
body and soul, to bear up under. Those who 
belong to Christ have an advantage not 
possessed by those who live in unbelief; 
nevertheless, the Christian is particularly 
beset by spiritual warfare in his pilgrimage 
through the world.  

Isaiah’s message in this passage is that 
the Lord will be the help of his people:  
“Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of 
Israel! I am the one who helps you, 
declares the Lord; your Redeemer is the 
Holy One of Israel.” 

It is not very flattering to be compared 
to a worm, but the Lord is speaking to his 
people as they consider the opposition they 
face along with the tasks they have been 
given to do by the Lord; the feeling of 
inadequacy lies heavy upon them . Their 
own sins weigh upon them too, so that they 
often feel despondent and unfit to walk the 
path the Lord has laid out for them. 

The Lord doesn’t deny their inability or 
their sinfulness, but instead he says that he 
will be their help and that he is their 
Redeemer. A redeemer in Israel was the 
next of kin relative who had the right to 
take upon himself his relative’s need in 
order to supply what was lacking. If he was 
willing, the redeemer had the right to deliv-
er his relative from enslavement by taking 
his debts as his own, releasing his relative 
from the obligation to pay that which he 
was unable to pay on his own. 

Psalm 22 prophesies that the Messiah 
will bear the dreadful curse that sin 
deserves. In verse 6 we read, “I am a worm 
and not a man, scorned by mankind and 
despised by the people.” The psalm began 
with the familiar cry of Jesus on the cross 
before he died: “My God, My God, why 
have you forsaken me?” It was written by 
David but inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Christ is our Redeemer, our next of kin 
who took upon himself our debt and who 
promises to supply our needs. If you have a 
relative like Christ, you need not fear what 
you are lacking. I once spoke to an elderly 
lady who recounted how her husband 
unexpectedly lost his job during the depres-
sion. They were forced to move immedi-
ately. They had no assets and very little 

money. I asked her if she was afraid at the 
time and she emphatically responded, “No, 
I had a father and mother who were still 
alive.” 

The lady knew her father would help if 
she needed it. How could she forget such a 
father? Those in Christ are never to forget 
Christ. Cicero once wrote of the decay of 
memory as men age, but said he never 
heard of a miser forgetting the place where 
he had buried his treasure. What the mind 
prizes most is longest retained in the mem-
ory. 

All the fruitfulness of the Christian pro-
ceeds from the foundation of knowing 
Christ and his giving of himself for you. In 
verse 15, the Lord says he will make his 
people like a threshing sledge that can 
thresh mountains.  A threshing sledge was a 
wooden platform with metal teeth under-
neath to cut up grain. To reduce a mountain 
to nothing would be a considerable 
achievement. 

The point is that the Lord will be the 
strength of his people. When you read 
through the book of Acts, you see the great 
obstacles the apostles faced, the progress of 
the gospel despite those obstacles, the con-
version of self-righteous Jews and pagan 
Gentiles, and the sufferings men under 
went for the name of Christ; all demon-
strate that the power of God was behind it. 
And the same Spirit of power is promised 
to us.  

God promises to give strength as we 
need it: “When the poor and needy seek 
water, and there is none, and their tongue is 
parched with thirst, I the Lord will answer 
them: I the God of Israel will not forsake 
them. I will open rivers on the bare heights 
and fountains in the midst of the valleys” 
(verses 17-18). When the believer is called 
to severe trials or difficult duties, he com-
monly receives aid proportioned to the 
urgency of his needs, and he is surprised to 
find himself held up by a power not his 
own. 

So this passage is reminder to pray and 
ask for what you need. An old poem read: 
“For Satan trembles when he sees the 
weakest saint upon his knees.” 

 
The Rev. Chris Shelton is pastor of 

Union’s First Presbyterian Church.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 
SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
SION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 
GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 

SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 
16 E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 
BETHSAIDA BAPTIST 
10690 Road 517, 656-5048 
BOND BAPTIST 
14081 Hwy. 21 N, 656-7379 
BURNSIDE BAPTIST 
10200 Road 571, 656-8897 
CEDARHILL BAPTIST 
10490 Road 836, 656-2394 
CENTER HILL BAPTIST 
11291 Hwy. 486 
COLDWATER BAPTIST 
16920 Hwy. 21 S, 656-6870 
CROSSROADS BAPTIST 
Deemer Road, 656-8923 
DIXON BAPTIST 
1392 Hwy. 21 S, 656-4165 
EAST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
635 E. Main St., 656-4797 
FIRST BAPTIST 
414 Pecan Ave., 656-1507 
GOODHOPE BAPTIST 
12031 Hwy. 485, 656-4549 
GOODWAY BAPTIST 
255 Atkins St., 656-2777 
GRACE BAPTIST 
111 Grace Ave., 656-1988 
GREENFIELD MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST 
1090 Rd. 553, 389-2278 
HERBERT BAPTIST 
1336 Hwy. 491 S, 656-1701 
HIGH HILL BAPTIST 
10021 Road 206, 656-6587 
HOPE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, 656-1247 
LAUREL HILL BAPTIST 
10440 Hwy. 427, 656-8116 
LINWOOD BAPTIST 
11961 Road 325 
LONGINO BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8794 
MORNING STAR BAPTIST 
334 Front Ave., 656-7271 
MT. ARY BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8719 
MT. ENON MISSIONARY, BAP-
TIST 
10461 Rd. 410, Union, 656-2745 
MT. NEBO MB 
257 Carver Ave., 656-1446 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
Stephenstown comm., Rd. 347 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
House, Rd. 298, 774-7405 
MT. TALLEY MISSIONARY, BAP-
TIST 
1040 Road 1355, 656-1337 
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST 
11901 Hwy. 488, 656-2301 

NEW HARMONY BAPTIST 
Waldo Rd., 656-2425 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
10091 Road 606, 656-7808 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
1007 Road 606, 656-9417 
NEW PROSPECT BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, off Laurel Hill Rd. 
NORTH CALVARY BAPTIST 
922 Pecan Ave., 656-1808 
OCOBLA BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 656-3443 
OLD PEARL VALLEY BAPTIST 
10411 Road 830, 656-4818 
OAK GROVE BAPTIST 
River Road, 728-1664 
PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST 
1408 BIA 0022, 656-9523 
PLEASANT VALLEY MB 
1285 Rd., 210, 656-9693 
PROVIDENCE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 21 S, 656-5065 
SALEM BAPTIST 
205 Hospital Rd. E., 656-1163 
SandHILL BAPTIST 
10091 Rd. 1353, 635-3362 
SARDIS BAPTIST 
1048 Road 773, 656-9570 
SPRING CREEK BAPTIST 
12901 Road 614, 656-3511 
ST. PAUL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
Road 404, 389-6605 
TRINITY BAPTIST 
595 Center Ave., 656-6968 
VARDAMAN BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 677-2445 
WEST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
256 Gum St., 656-9474 
WHITE OAK BAPTIST 
10611 Rd. 802, 526-1690 
METHODIST 
BLOOMFIELD CONGREGATION-
AL METHODIST 
11381 Rd. 529, 656-0160 
COOK’S CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
10451 Hwy. 491 N, 656-4500 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
563 Main St., 656-1376 
HOPEWELL UNITED 
METHODIST, 10251 Road 553 
Philadelphia,  39350 
MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST 
1119 Rd. 747, 389-2010 
SANDTOWN UNITED 
METHODIST 
11961 Hwy. 482, 656-7466 
SOUTHSIDE UNITED 
METHODIST 
910 Range Ave., 656-9202 
STEVENS CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
233 Gum St., 656-2308 

McClain-Hays
Funeral Service, Inc.

Serving this area since 1937.

601-656-1212
1002 E. Main St. • Philadelphia • www.mcclainhays.com

10430 Road 383
Philadelphia, MS 39350

601.656.7001

TIGERCAT

MORBARK

MCCLENDON
TRAILERS

LOCATED ACROSS FROM WALMART
601-575-5500

601-656-2621
919 HOLLAND AVE.

HOSPITAL DICOUNT
DRUGS

1006 Central Dr.
601-389-0020

595 E. Main
Cumberland Shopping Center

601-656-6046

Inside Walmart
601-656-5200

Open 7 Days A Week.

601-389-0020

Bring in this coupon for 50¢ OFF A
6” Sub or $1.00 OFF a Footlong Sub

at regular price • Good at all locations

PHILADELPHIA-SECURITY INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

802 Kosciusko Road • 601-656-4401

150 Hospital Rd.
Philadelphia, MS
601-656-4343
princeoil.com

Proudly serving Attala, Forrest, Harrison, Lafayette, Leake,
Jackson, Kemper, Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin,

Scott and Winston Counties.

www.thecitizensbankphila.com

GIA
GARDNER’S
INSURANCE AGENCY

P.O. BOX 188 • UNION, MS • 601-774-8202

406 S . LEWIS  AVE. •  PHILADELPHIA

CHRIS JONES, OWNER
20 WATERVIEW LANE • PHILADELPHIA

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
601-656-9461

P E R S O N A L  C A R E  F O R  YO U R  LOV E D  O N E
K at e l i n  At w o o d  •  M a r k  &  D e b ra  At w o o d

PHILADELPHIA:  101 PILOT ST.  • �601-656-7394
KOSCIUSKO: 328 GOODMAN ST.  •  662-289-2547

John E. Stephens
Chapel

FUNERAL SERVICES

812 PECAN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA
601-656-1515

We enjoy serving
you in Philadelphia,

Forest, Newton,
and Meridian.

Locally owned & operated.

720 HWY. 19 NORTH • MERIDIAN
601-483-8411

DAVID WAYNE
SMALL ENGINE

REPAIR

Stihl • ExMark • TORO
Husqvarna

For service after the sale.

14520 Road 505 • Philadelphia
601.656.9929

1012 Holland Ave. • 601-656-4244 • 800-748-8962
griffismotors.net

SM

®

America’s
         Drive•In

1/2 Price
soft drinks
everyday

from 2-4pm

601-656-5250

COMMERCIAL
BANK

A Bank for All the People.
Briarwood  •  Collinville  •  DeKalb

Meridian  •  Philadelphia

commercialbankms.com

C O L L I N S V I L L E
Joe Williams, Owner

9095 COLLINSVILLE RD • 601-626-8880 • 601-527-4010

Season-2-Season, Inc.

There’s Always Something Unique & Different at Jerome Tank.
Jerome & Linda Tank • Owners • 601.656.7104

P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M I S S I S S I P P I

1040 WEST BEACON ST. •�601.656.4802
www.tolbertchevy.com

Serving Philadelphia Since 1965.

www.neshobageneral.com

DRUG STORE

430 BEACON STREET • PHILADELPHIA

601.656.2472

LA-Z-BOY • ASHLEY • SERTA
UNIVERSAL • RIVERSIDE

319 BYRD AVE. • PHILADELPHIA
601.656.1802 • WWW.BYARSFURNITURE.COM

REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
Philadelphia

Residential • Commercial
Lots & Acreage

Property Management

325 BYRD AVE
PHILADELPHIA

601-389-0003
GoHillPhilly.com

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
CHOCTAW — The Buffet 

at Silver Star Casino will 
reopen at 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
19, just in time for Thanksgiv-
ing, the Pearl River Resort 
announced last week. 

 

“The Buffet will be self-ser-
vice and will feature old 
favorites like fried chicken, 
catfish, freshly carved prime 
rib, a variety of home-cooked 
vegetables, fresh salads and 
delicious desserts,” resort offi-
cials said in a statement. 
“There will be new dedicated 

food stations for Asian cuisine 
and pizza.” 

Along with social distanc-
ing protocol, gloves will be 
available upon request and per-
sonnel will change out serving 
utensils every 30 minutes. “To 
Go” plates will also be avail-
able. 

The Buffet will have special 
reopening hours through the 
Thanksgiving holiday:   

• Friday, Nov. 19 from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  

• Saturday, Nov. 20 from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 

• Closed, Sunday through 
Wednesday, Nov. 21-24.  

• Thursday, Nov. 25, 
Thanksgiving Day from 11 
a.m.-9 p.m.  

• Friday, Nov. 26 from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 

• Saturday, Nov. 27 from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Regular Operating Hours: 
• Friday – 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

• Saturday – 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. 

• Closed Sunday through 
Thursday  

For more information on 
Pearl River Resort, visit 
www.pearlriverresort.com or 
call 1.866.44PEARL.

Pearl River Resort to reopen Silver Star buffet this Friday



guidelines,” she said. “It gives 
them an extra boost.” 

The students underwent at 
least 10 hours of online training 
on 14 different levels. 

The levels included such 
things as fire hazards, ladder 
safety, hazardous materials, 
ergonomics, among others. 

R.J. Hudson, a senior Engi-
neering II student, took engineer-
ing at the recommendation of a 
staff member. 

“I signed up for the class and 
I really like it,” Hudson said. “I 
enjoy building robots and learn-
ing about all types of different 
things which I didn’t know 
affected our world day-to-day.” 

When Anderson first 
addressed the OSHA course, 
Hudson said he found it really 
interesting to know that there 
was a way to learn the actual 
rules and guidelines for work-
place safety. 

While he initially wanted to 
be a petroleum engineer, Hudson 
now has his focus on physical 

therapy. 
“I think an OSHA certifica-

tion would be beneficial in any 
field,” he said. 

Agriculture instructor Derek 
Huffman said the certification is 

already paying off for some of 
his students who have part-time 
jobs as they received a small pay 
increase. 

They work in fields such as 
mechanics and forestry. 

“We had 20 to get OSHA cer-
tification in the agriculture indus-
try,” he said. “A lot of these 
industries require OSHA certifi-
cations and some make you go 
through it when you start to 

work. So if they already have 
that, they can skip that step.” 

Huffman had nine students 
get certified last year compared 
to 20 this year. 

“That’s more than double,” he 

said. “The kids were excited 
about it, mostly, when they got 
done. They did part of the work 
on a computer at home and part 
during class. Every week, they 
had to have one of 14 modules 
completed. They all ended up 
finishing early.” 

Huffman said he is proud of 
his students, noting that their 
OSHA certifications will give 
them a big advantage when they 
enter the workforce. 

Engineering I instructor 
Patrick Cook had 16 students to 
gain the certification. 

The Neshoba County School 
District paid for the students to 
go through the program. 

The OSHA 10 program pro-
motes workplace safety and 
health and makes workers more 
knowledgeable about workplace 
hazards and their rights.  

It provides training on the 
recognition, avoidance, abate-
ment and prevention of work-
place hazards.  

Thirty-nine Neshoba Central 
High School students earned 
OSHA 10 certifications during 
the 2020-2021 school year.  

Neshoba County Jail 
Docket from 11/8-11/15 

11/08/2021 to 11/15/2021 
• Justin D Belk, 30, of 

10241 Rd 406; contempt of 
court X2 

• Jacob T Champman, 22, 
of 195 Wolf Trail Rd; driving 
under the influence-2nd 
offense 

• Toby Colston, 35, of 105 
Woodcrest Ave Apt E8; con-
tempt of court 

• Daniel Day, 47, of 10540 
Rd 541; failure to appear 

• Robert Martin Donald, 50, 
of 11571 Hwy 6 E; hold for 
investigations, trespassing, 
petit larceny-less than 
$1000.00 

• Jackie Dunn, 40, of 
10351 Rd 573; suspended 
drivers license, no license tag 

• Patrick Tip Ellis, 28, of 
10202 Rd 246, Union; no 
charges listed 

• Patrick E Ellis, 28, of 
1340 George Rd, Forest; fail-
ure to appear, possession of 
paraphernalia, contempt of 
court 

• Bobby Groves, 37, of 324 
Cherry Ave; hold for investiga-
tions, possession of firearm 
by convicted felon 

• Bobby J Groves, 37, of 
324 Cherry; no charges listed 

• George Harmon, 38, of 
204 Robinhood Cir; no 
charges listed 

• George Harmon, 38, of 
309 Robinhood Cir; hold for 
investigations 

• Lejamie Hill, 29, of 308 
Peral Ave; possession of con-
trolled substance 

• Felicia Hollinger, 33, of 
10222 Rd 828; contempt of 
court 

• Kevontae T Hopson, 21, 
of 197 First St, Scooba; pos-
session of marijuana-vehicle 

• Travis Allen James Jr, 19, 
of 6948 Hwy 488, Carthage; 
hold circuit court, indictment 

• Julia Jones, 36, of 2204 
Valley View Dr, Meridian; no 
charges listed 

• Gerald D Lewis, 41, of 
504 E Depot St, Lagrange, 

GA; possession of parapher-
nalia, no proof of insurance, 
seat belt violation, possession 
of controlled substance 

• Aimee J Mason, 44, of 
17201 Rd 339; possession of 
paraphernalia, burglary of a 
motor vehicle, motor vehicle 
theft-felony 

• Calvin Dwight Mon-
criease, 26, of 309 King Ave; 
failure to appear, contempt of 
court 

• Darrel L Naylor, 45, of 
4342 Leroy Naylor Rd; hold 
for investigations 

• Kendall Wayne Pilgrim, 
56, of 12360 Hwy 486; pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance 

• Billie Jean Pitts, 45, of 
10140 RD 1519; hold for 
investigations 

• Chelesa M Ray, 27, of 
10150 Rd 2608; failure to 
appear 

• Chadwick Barron 
Roberts, 46, of 10041 Rd 331, 
Union; petit larceny-less than 
$1000.00, trespassing 

• Jennifer Roberts, 52, of 
10130 Rd 2608; hold for 
investigations, petit larceny 
less than $1000.00, trespass-
ing 

• Corderro Seales, 32, of 
105 St Francis Driver; no 
charges listed 

• Kenny Shell, 49, of 10450 
Rd 545; possession of con-
trolled substance 

• Daniel Clay Smith, 44, of 
10491 Hwy 21 N; possession 
of controlled substance, pos-
session of marijuana-vehicle, 
possession of paraphernalia 

• James Collin Smith, 30, 
of 10222 Rd 828; malicious 
mischief over $1000.00 

• Nehemiah M Solomon, 
21, of 11965 Rd 743; public 
drunk 

• Patrick Lewis Stokes, 45, 
of 10418 Rd 3401; failure to 
appear 

• Casey L Warren, 41, of 
10060 CR 759; possession of 
controlled substance 

• Jennifer Lynn Zachero, 
37, of 71 CR 135, Quitman; 

possession of controlled sub-
stance 

 
Winston County Jail Dock-

et from 11/8-11/14 
• Johnathan D Blair Jr, 22, 

of 310 Helen Keller Blvd, 
Tuscaloosa, AL; hold-detainer 
for other agency 

• Desmond M Burnside, 
27, of 233 Corene; hold-
detainer for other agency 

• Desmond M Burnside, 
27, of 233 Corene; DUI-2nd 
offense 

• Glenda Clemons, 41, of 
10190 Rd 37; DUI-1st offense 

• Norman Eakes, 41, of 
251 Kelly St; hold-detainer for 
other agency, domestic vio-
lence-aggravated assault X2 

• John D Ely, 26, of 17051 
Hwy 21; DUI-test refusal, con-
trolled substance-possession 
of schedule 1 or II-less than 
1/10th gram or less than 2 
dosage units, controlled sub-
stance-possession of marijua-
na less than 30 grams or syn-
thetic cannabinoids 10 grams 
or less in motor vehicle, con-
trolled substance-possession 
of paraphernalia 

• Nittak Gibson, 22, of 328 
James Billie Rd; MV-driver’s 
license-none X2, MV-no 
insurance, contempt of court-
municipal court, seatbelt vio-
lation X3, shoplifting, speed-
ing 10 over, license-driving 
while revoked or suspended 

• Cassie N Hamilton, 43, of 
10261 Rd 357, Union; no 
charges listed 

• Deric Hickman, 32, of 
11870 Hwy 16; fleeing or 
eluding law enforcement offi-
cer in a motor vehicle 

• Joseph B Holley, 21, of 
304 Mimosa St; controlled 
substance-possession of mar-
ijuana less than 30 grams or 
synthetic cannabinoids 10 
grams or less in motor vehi-
cle, contempt of court-munici-
pal court 

• Dexter L Magee, 31, of 
532 Valley View; malicious 
mischief-misdemeanor value 
under $1000 

• Jeremy Morgan, 29, of 
260 Rea St; contempt of 
court-municipal court, false 
identifying information 

• Redith Partridge, 72, of 

10531 Rd 630; DUI-1st 
offense 

• Jessica Pisarik, 35, of 
285 Goat Ranch Rd; DUI-1st 
offense, speeding 10 over 

• Wesley O Willis, 28, of 
10928 Hwy 489, Conehatta; 
DUI-test refusal

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

JUST ARRIVED & ON DISPLAY

Season-2-Season, Inc.

CLOTHING SHIPMENT: SEVERAL 1000 PIECES
PULLOVER HATS - TROOPER HATS - KNIT CAPS

MEN’S & WOMEN’S GLOVES - MAGIC GLOVES & MORE

NEW HOME DECOR SHIPMENT: WOOD ITEMS,
WALL HOOKS, SERVING TRAYS, LANTERNS,
CANDLE HOLDERS, BOTTLES, VASES & MORE
SHIPMENTS HAVE SLOWED DOWN, SO WE HAVE BEEN 
PULLING GOODS OUT OF OUR WAREHOUSES - SOME 

ITEMS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN ON DISPLAY LATELY
WE HAVE ANOTHER SHIPMENT OF CHRISTMAS ITEMS

DUE IN LATE THIS WEEK OR EARLY NEXT WEEK
WHEN YOU ARE READY WE HAVE 100’S OF CHRISTMAS 

BAGS ON DISPLAY

BIG HARDWARE SHIPMENT NOW
BEING PUT ON DISPLAY

ALSO GENERAL MERCHANDISE
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, PRESS-ON NAILS, 

CHRISTMAS BOXES & OVEN MITTS

COME CHECK US OUT - YOU MIGHT BE GLAD YOU DID
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Patrick Cook’s engineering students earning certifications were, from left, Helen Bea-
son, Dylan Spears, A'leron Lewis, Noah Ben, Luke Perrigrew, David Miles, Dallas 
Bozeman, Trey Eubanks, William Schmid, Torrence Coburn, Deas Gray, Danh Pham, 
Madeline Watkins and Brooke Leader.

Ag II students receiving certifications were, first row, from left, Eli Etheridge, Riley White, Ryan 
Burt, Ethan Doss, Emalee Willis, Annesley Drury, Emma Smith, Dayton Byrd, Ken Burks and 
Isaac Allen. In back are  Jayce Hindman, Alexis Bateman, Hunter Adkins, Nick Spears, Drake 
Vines, Reid Hall, Asher Eubanks, Wright Beckham, John Mark Coats and Sam Spears.

No garbage will be collected
on Thanksgiving Day.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26 - NORMAL ROUTE
No make up for Thanksgiving Day.

PLEASE HAVE ALL CARTS CURBSIDE FOR PICKUP BY 7AM.

Sedera Anderson’s Engineering II students with certifica-
tions include, first row, from left, Madison Eickhoff, Brice 
Foster, Tyler Le, Ethan Doss, R.J. Hudson, Hayden Bur-
rage, Gavin Clark, Samuel Gambill, Jordan Turk, Ethan 
Coghlan, Isaiah Beckham, Reid Dunn, Matthew Fowler, 

Grant Sullivan, Jaxon Dunaway and Brandon Hatcher. In 
back are Spencer Rea, Ben Allen Marshall, Wayne Weaver, 
Bryce Parrett, Leyton Turk, Aiden Collins, Will Eubanks and 
Gracie Waldrop. Not pictured are Byron McClellan and Sam 
Knight.
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Funding provided by the Mississippi Department of Mental Health.

To learn more about Weems services, visit www.weemsmh.com

Mobile Crisis 
Response Team

 1-800-803-0245

Weems Mobile Crisis Response Team is available 

24 hours a day, seven days a week to provide short-

term crisis response, stabilization and intervention in 

the community where an individual is experiencing a 

mental health crisis.

The Weems team of professionals provides community-based 

crisis services that deliver recovery-oriented behavioral health 

assessments and stabilization throughout the 9-county 

catchment area. These counties are Clarke, Jasper, Kemper, 

Lauderdale, Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Smith.

248311-1

Sandra Beckwith, Charles Pair, Patrice Turner, Paula Triplett, and Angie Edwards helping out 
with a food drive sponsored by the national fraternity Phi Beta Sigma. A substantial amount 
of food was generously donated by the citizens of Philadelphia for people in need.

Food for the needy

1Based on market share of CMS enrollment data (July 2021). 
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. OTC and Healthy Food benefits have expiration time frames. Call the plan or refer to your Evidence of Coverage (EOC) for more information. 
Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. Depending on your level of Medicaid eligibility, costs may vary. © 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Y0066_210803_105647_M SPRJ66332_H5008-011-000

Get more benefits for a $0 plan premium
If you have both Medicaid and Medicare, you could get more help  
to cover your care and costs. UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete®  
(HMO D-SNP) includes a prepaid card to buy covered over-the-counter 
products and groceries, plus many other extra benefits you may be 
missing today. All for a $0 plan premium.

With $100 a month on a prepaid card:
• Buy over-the-counter products, including pain relievers, vitamins, 

bandages, allergy relief and more
• Buy healthy foods, including fruits, vegetables, fish, meat, dairy, 

cereal, pasta and more
• Shop at participating stores or order online with free home  

delivery option

There’s more for you. Call today.
1-844-218-0107, TTY 711

Dual Complete is the nation’s  
#1 health plan1 for people who:
• Have both Medicaid  

and Medicare
• Could use more help to cover 

more care and costs
• Want more benefits for a  

$0 plan premium

uhccp.com/MSdual

$100 a month
    for covered OTC products and groceries

New  in Choctaw  County

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Neshoba County natives 

HARDY and Marty Stuart 
were prominently featured in 
last Wednesday night’s 55th 
Annual Country Music 
Awards broadcast on ABC 
from the Bridgestone Arena in 
Nashville. 

Neshoba County native and 
rising country music star 
HARDY was featured early in 
the show when he performed 

“Beers On Me” with Dierks 
Bentley and Breland. HARDY 
was a headliner at this year's 
Neshoba County Fair and 
wowed the crowds with a live 
show. 

HARDY also was nominat-
ed for New Artist of the Year 
in a field that included Ingrid 
Andress, Gabby Barrett, 
Mickey Guyton and Jimmie 
Allen, who took the honor. 

Neshoba County native 
Stuart and his wife, Connie 
Smith were also in attendance 

and later in the show got a call 
out from show host Luke 
Bryan congratulating Stuart 
for his induction into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Other winners at the 55th 
Annual CMAs were Luke 
Combs, Entertainer of the 
Year; Carly Pearce, Female 
Vocalist of the Year; Chris Sta-
pleton, Male Vocalist of the 
Year; Old Dominion, Vocal 
Group of the Year; and Broth-
ers Osborne, Vocal Duo of the 
Year.

HARDY represents 
Neshoba at CMAs

HARDY, Dierks Bentley and Breland perform “Beers on Me“ at the CMAs.



By COLEMAN EAKES 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
ylan Brooks Smith 
has always loved 
food and is a natu-
ral when it comes 
to cooking.  

Smith grew up in the Spring 
Creek community and went to 
Neshoba Central and has 
always been surrounded by 
food and spent many years 
working in the food industry.  

He first started working at 
the Porterhouse in Philadelphia 
when he was younger as a dish-
washer and within a month, he 
moved on to the grill.  

In 2004 he moved to Orlan-
do and worked under a couple 
of chefs and managed two 
restaurants, Urban Flat and City 
Fire.  

Cooking comes second 
nature to Smith. 

“I really didn’t have anyone 
teach me how to cook,” Smith 
said. “I just sort of taught myself 
how, and I’ve also taught other 
people how to cook as well.” 

His daughter Laylah-Rose 
Smith is 12 years old and is 
already following in her father’s 
footsteps baking birthday cakes 
for all of her family members 
and sometimes cooking meals. 

Smith said he loves to watch 
“Master Chef” and “Hell’s 
Kitchen,” which star his favorite 
chef Gordon Ramsey. 

“My favorite thing to cook 
has to be steak,” Smith said. 
“I’ve always loved steak even 
as a kid.”  

Smith moved back to 
Philadelphia approximately 
eight years ago and is now a 
registered pest technician for 
Professional Pest Management. 

Smith and and his girlfriend 
Mystie recently became 
engaged and are excited to be 
marrying. 

 

BACON-WRAPPED 
SHRIMP 

Ingredients: 
1 pack of bacon 
1 block of cream cheese 
1 lb. medium shrimp 

(peeled and deveined) 
1 pack of Hollandaise 

Sauce 
BBQ Sauce  
 
Directions: 
Thaw shrimp. Take a slice 

of bacon. Lay shrimp at one 
end. Place a pinch of cream 
cheese (enough to fill center) 
in shrimp. Begin to roll 
shrimp, rotating side to side 
until you reach the end of the 
strip. Take the end and tuck 
inside the last layer of bacon 
to hold. Place in hot skillet 
cooking until bacon is crisp. 
Place on a baking sheet. 
Brush bacon with BBQ with 
sauce. Put in oven long 
enough to allow sauce to glaze 
(about 5 minutes on 350 F). 
While baking, prepare BBQ 
hollandaise. Follow directions 
on the hollandaise packet and 
add 2 Tbsp. of BBQ sauce. 
When you plate the shrimp, 
drizzle hollandaise on cooked 
shrimp and serve. 

 

COWBOY STEW  
(KATRINA  

MASSENGALE) 
Cowboy Stew (Katrina 

Massengale) 
Ingredients: 
2 lbs. Ground beef 
2 Cans tomato sauce 
2 Can stewed tomatoes 
2 Can whole kernel corn  
2 Can diced potatoes 
1 Can black beans 
1 Can kidney beans 
1 Diced bell pepper 
1 Diced onion 
3 Tbsp. Worcestershire 

sauce 
Seasoning salt and pepper 
 
Directions: 
Brown ground beef and 

drain. Add all ingredients in a 
stew pot or crockpot. Add sea-
soning salt and pepper to 

taste. Cook for 25 minutes. 
Serve with cornbread or Frito 
lay corn chips.  

 
CRAB CAKES 

Ingredients: 
Base: 
1 ½ Cup mayonnaise 
2 Tsp. Louisiana Hot Sauce 
1 Tsp. Maggi Liquid Sea-

soning  
2 Lemons juiced 
2 Tsp Salt/pepper 
2/3 Cup panko mix 
2 Can lump crab 
1 Backfin crab 
 
Panko Mix: 
8 oz. Panko bread crumbs 
2 Tbsp. Romano cheese  
1 ½ Tbsp. Parsley 

(Chopped) 
1 Tsp. Salt/Pepper 
 

Directions: 
Make your base minus the 

crab and panko mix. Make 
your panko mix. Add backfin 
to crab to base and mix well. 
Add lump crab and panko 
mix into base folding very 
gently. Patty into about 4-inch 
round cakes. Heat oil in a skil-
let. Brown cakes on both 
sides. Will make 14 cakes, 
seven servings at two cakes 
each.  

 

BRUSSELS SPROUTS 
Ingredients: 
1 ½ lbs. of Brussels Sprouts 

(thaw and slice in half) 
1 Pack of bacon 
½ Cup chicken broth 
1 Cup heavy cream 
Parmesan cheese (Shred-

ded) 
 

Directions: 
Cook bacon in cast iron 

skillet. Once bacon is cooked 
to a crisp, remove and place 

on a napkin. Add thawed and 
sliced Brussels sprouts into 
bacon grease. Sear for about 2 
minutes. Add ½ cup chicken 
broth. Cook on medium heat 
until it is absorbed. Add 1 cup 
of heavy cream and cook 
down. While waiting, crumble 
bacon. Once all liquids have 
been cooked down, add 
Parmesan cheese and crum-
bled bacon. Place in oven on 
350 F for 5 minutes. 

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Family Life Center at 

Faith Tabernacle was filled with 
happy voices and laughter 
recently as friends and family 
gathered to shower Jillian 
Sparnecht Mars with gifts for 
Karsten McClain Mars who will 
arrive very soon. 

There were touches of soft 
pink in the floral arrangements 
which were placed on the serv-
ing tables. Coffee was served in 
pale pink cups and saucers and 
looked so special. Trays of lus-
cious finger foods enticed 
guests to try one of everything 
including a dessert table with 
delicate petit fours and other 
sweet treats. 

An arch of pastel balloons 
surrounded a white backdrop 
for pictures. A beautiful door 
hanger with the baby's name, 
Karsten McClain, was mounted 
on an easel nearby. The hon-
oree, looking lovely in pale 
pink, opened the many thought-
ful gifts and admired each one. 

Jillian's Nana, Sue McClain 
Johnson, put her magical pink 
touches on the decorations. Jil-
lian's great-grandmother was 
another special guest along with 
her Nana, and her mother, Juan 
Sparnecht, and sister, Gabi 
Sparnecht. Congratulations to 
Sam and Jillian Sparnecht Mars 
and big brother Griffin Mars! 

~ 
The 2021 Country Music 

Awards were held in Bridge-
stone Arena last Wednesday 
night with Neshoba County 
honored by two participants, 
Marty Stuart and Hardy (Mike 
Hardy). Both are natives of 
Neshoba County who have pur-
sued music careers in Nashville 
and succeeded in performing all 
over the country. 

Marty Stuart was inducted 
into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame which was a great honor. 
Hardy was the CMA nominee 
for New Artist of the Year. He 
also performed live with Dierks 
Bentley. Congratulations! 

~ 
Miss Neshoba County 2021, 

Abby Seale, was the guest 
speaker at the November meet-
ing of the Belle Arts Club of 
Louisville to talk about 
Philadelphia, Neshoba Country, 
and the Fair. She and her moth-
er, Tina Seale, were guests for 
lunch at Lake Tiak-o-Khata 
with three members of the club 
before watching Abby's Power 
Point presentation which she 
had prepared. 

Abby promoted our city, 
country and Fair exceptionally 
well and held the interest of the 
audience with her program. The 
club presented her with a copy 
of the book, " Miss Neshoba 
County Winners 1933-191982," 
and one for her sister Miriam. 
She is a freshman at Mississippi 
State University in Starkville. 

~ 
Dr. Ben and Allison 

McCarver Long of Corinth wel-
comed their second child, a son, 
Ross Newell Long, on Novem-
ber 10. His three-year-old big 
brother, Randall, was happy to 
meet this precious addition to 
the Long family. 

Ross's grandparents are 
Randy and Penny Long of 
Corinth and Tommy and Terri 
Cox McCarver of Brandon. 
Great grandparents are Tom and 
Shirley Cox of Philadelphia and 
great grandfather, David Palmer 
of Corinth. Congratulations! 

~ 
November 2021 Students of 

the Month were honored by the 
Philadelphia Rotary Club dur-
ing their meeting on November 
8. Each month the Rotary Club 
selects students from the local 
high schools to recognize for 
outstanding school perform-
ance. 

This month's students are 
Kaden McDonald from Nesho-
ba Central High School, Kylie 
Williamson, Choctaw Central 
High School, and Hailey Don-
ald, Philadelphia High School. 
Tammye Jones is the Student 
Coordinator for the Rotary Club 
Congratulations!

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

D

Mystie Herrington, Laylah Rose-Smith and Dylan Brooks Smith

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Cooking comes second nature for Smith



COMMUNITY WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

The Touching Lives and 
Changing the World Ministry 
will have a Community Wor-
ship Service at the Neshoba 
County Courthouse. Our pur-
pose for this program is to 
extend an invitation to the 
love of God, his grace, and 

his mercy. This event will be 
on November 21, 2021 at 
3:00PM. Pastor/Prophetess 
Camille Boler from Meridi-
an, MS will be the guest 
speaker. Other featured 
guests that will appear will 
be Mayor James Young, Pas-
tor Kim Poe, Chris Vowell, 
Pastor Nathan from Cross-

way Community Church, 
and Pastor Harold Coburn 
from Morning Star M.B. 
Church.  

 
NESHOBA COUNTY 

SWCD NOW TAKING 
TREE ORDERS 

The Neshoba County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict will be taking tree 
orders through November 
30th, 2021.  

Order forms are available 
from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday outside the 
office or you can call 601-
656-8783 Ext. 3 and we will 
e-mail or mail you an order 
form to you. The office is 
located at 511 East Lawn 
Drive in the USDA Building. 
We are asking that you pay 
for the trees when placing 
your order. You may drop off 
your payment and order form 
in a drop box outside of the 
front door. 

If you have any questions, 
call 601-656-8783 Ext3. 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 
Neshoba County Opera-

tion Christmas Child 2021 
Drop-Off Location 

East Philadelphia Baptist 
Church 635 East Main Street 

Drop-Off Times: 
Mon 11/15/2021 —9 am 

– 5 pm 
Tue 11/16/2021 — 3 pm 

– 5 pm 
Wed 11/17/2021 — 5 pm 

– 8 pm 
Thu 11/18/2021 — 11 

am – 5 pm 
Fri 11/19/2021 — 11 

am – 1 pm 
Sat 11/20/2021 — 10 

am – 12 pm 
Sun 11/21/2021 — 1 pm 

– 5 pm 
Mon 11/22/2021 — 9 am 

– 11am  
If You Need Additional 

Information Contact Richard 
Brewer (601) 416-0583 

 
LINWOOD FIRE  
DEPARTMENT 

Linwood Fire Department 
will be taking nominations 
for and voting on 1 board 
member on December 7, 
2021 at 5:30 PM. The meet-
ing will take place at the new 
first station located on Road 
325. This is our regular 
meeting that is open to the 
public.

Corbin Nicole Rivers and 
Quinton Lamar Pullin will be 
married on December 11th, 
2021 at 5:30PM at Sand 
Ridge Barn Venue in Lake.  

Quinton is the son of Jun-
ior and Kristi Pullin, grand-

son of Mary an Norman 
Anderson, and Sue Pullin. 
He is the grandson of the late 
Quinton Pullin, Sr and the 
late Charlie Hardin. 

Corbin is the daughter of 
Edward and Janice Rivers, 

granddaughter of Frances 
May. The granddaughter of 
the late Claudie McCrory 
and Audrey and Theron 
Dixon.

Engagements

Corbin Nicole Rivers and Quinton Lamar Pullin
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Corbin Rivers to wed 
Quinton Pullin Dec. 11

Of Local Interest

Rotary Students of the Month announced
The Rotary Club of Philadelphia was honored to recognize three of our local high school 
students as the November 2021 Students of the Month recentlly. From left are Kaden 
McDonald, Neshoba Central High School; Kylie Williamson, Choctaw Central High School; 
and Hailey Donald, Philadelphia High School. At right is Tammye Jones, student coordina-
tor for the Philadelphia Rotary Club.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE is hereby given that the May-
or and Board of Aldermen of the City 
of Philadelphia, Mississippi will receive 
written sealed bids until the hour of 
10:00A.M. local time on Friday, De-

cember 10, 2021

City Clerk of the City of Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, at the Philadelphia City 
Hall, 525 Main Street, Philadelphia, 
Mississippi 39350, for the furnishing of 
all labor and materials and for the re-
pairs and renovations on Gymnasium 

Renovations - Booker T. Washing-

ton School .

The project is located at 234 Carver 
Avenue, Philadelphia, MS . The proj-

of the existing building envelope, as 
well as installation of new windows 
and doors in the facility.

A pre-bid meeting will be held at Phila-
delphia City Hall, 525 Main Street, Phil-
adelphia, MS on Tuesday, November 
30, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. ATTENDANCE 
BY ALL POTENTIAL CONTRACTORS, 
SUBCONTRACTORS, AND OTHER 
INTERESTED PARTIES IS STRONG-
LY RECOMMENDED.

Bidders shall submit their bids either 
in a sealed envelope or electronical-
ly. Sealed bids will be received at the 

Philadelphia, Mississippi, at the Phil-
adelphia City Hall, 525 Main Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350. A 

-
cations, and proposal documents are 
available at the Philadelphia City Hall, 

may be submitted in lieu of a sealed 
bid through www.waggonerengp lans.
com

Bid documents are being made avail-
able via paper copy or digital copy 
(CD). Plan holders are required to reg-
ister for an account and log-in at www.
waggonerengp lans.com. At this site, 
plans can be viewed for no charge or 
physically purchased. All plan holders 
are required to have a valid email ad-
dress for registration. Purchased bid 
documents are non-refundable and 
must be purchased through the web-
site. For questions regarding website 
registration, online orders, or electron-
ic bidding, please contact Plan House 
Printing at (662) 407-0193.

Check in the amount of 5% of the total 
bid price is required.

The total Contract Time will be 120 
consecutive calendar days from Notice 
to Proceed and the liquidated damag-
es will be $500.00 per consecutive cal-
endar day thereafter.

Award of this contract will be con-

tingent upon the Contractor satis-

fying the DBE requirements of the 

City of Philadelphia.

Contract award will be to the low-

est and best bidder and the Mayor 

and Board of Aldermen reserve the 

right to reject any and all bids and 

to waive any informalities.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, MISSIS-

SIPPI, ON THIS THE 2nd DAY OF 

NOVEMBER 2021.

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, MISSIS-
SIPPI

BY:
(S) Nikki Walton

NIKKI WALTON, CITY CLERK

PUBLISH :
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT :
Wednesdays, November 10 and 17, 
2021

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

 

SANDRA BROWN AND JANET HAYS 

NORRIS PLAINTIFFS

 

VERSUS CAUSE NO.:  21-323

 

THE JAMES A. HAYS REVOCABLE 

TRUST,

AGREEMENT DATED AUGUST 19, 

1996,

UNKNOWN TRUSTORS, TRUSTEES,

AND BENEFICIARIES OF THE 

JAMES A. HAYS

REVOCABLE TRUST, AGREEMENT 

DATED

AUGUST 19, 1996 DEFENDANTS

 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

 TO:     The James A. Hays Revoca-

ble Trust, Agreement Dated August 

19, 1996, Unknown Trustors, Trust-

A. Hays Revocable Trust, Agree-

ment Dated August 19, 1996:

 You have been made a Defendant in 

Sandra Brown and Janet Hays Norris, 
seeking for Appointment of Trustee of 

are required to mail or hand deliver a 

against you in this action to K. Lee 
Stribling, Attorney for Plaintiff, whose 
address is 2037 South Carrollton Av-
enue, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118.  
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 17th day 
of November, 2021.  WHICH IS THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR RE-
SPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR 
DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT BY DE-
FAULT WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE MONEY OR OTHER 
RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE COM-
PLAINT. 

Response with the Clerk of this Court 

Public 
Notices

within a reasonable time afterward. 

 Issued under my hand and the seal 
of said Court, this 15th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.      

Guy Nowell, Neshoba County Chan-
cery Clerk

BY: /s/Wanda Savell, Deputy Clerk

(Seal)

PUBLISH (Three Times) in the Nesho-
ba Democrat:  11/17/2021, 11/24/2021 
and 12/01/2021

Triple P Service Center
929 Gum street
Philadelphia Ms 39350

To;  Laura B. Clark 321 Breland Street 
Philadelphia MS 39350
       Credit Acceptance Corp. 25505 

MI 48034

  Your 2010 Dodge Journey vin# 3D4P-
G5FV3AT274939, has been in my pos-
session since 10/06/2021.

  This vehicle will be sold on 12/06/2021 
at 929 Gum street Philadelphia MS 
39350

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

BERT JAMISON ISAAC, DECEASED                                                

C. A. NO. 2011-1211DM

CORRECTED SUMMONS BY PUB-

LICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: The heirs at law of BERT JAMI-

SON ISAAC, deceased, and any and 
all other persons claiming any right, 
title or interest in and to the estate of 
BERT JAMISON ISAAC, deceased, 

-
es are unknown to the Petitioner after 
diligent search and inquiry, and upon 
whom service of process may be had 
by publication as prescribed by law. 
You have been made a Respondent 
in a Petition for Determination of Heir-

Rebecca Steve, Administrator of the 
Estate of BERT JAMISON ISAAC, 
deceased. You are summoned to 
appear and defend against the peti-

of JANUARY, 2022 , in the courtroom 
of the Choctaw Tribal Civil Court at 
Choctaw, Mississippi, and in case of 
your failure to appear and defend a 
judgment will be entered against you 
for things demanded in the petition. 

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
this Court, this the 9th day of Novem-
ber, 2021.

/s/Jennileen Young
CHOCTAW TRIBAL COURT CLERK

NOTICE OF SALE

WHEREAS, on 27th day of Febru-
ary, 2009, FORREST ADCOCK and 
spouse, DUPREE ADCOCK execut-
ed a Deed of Trust to Robert Thom-
as, Trustee, in the principal amount 
of FORTY NINE THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN AND 
00/100 DOLLARS ($49,727.00), same 

payments of Six Hundred Fifteen and 
No/100 Dollars ($615.00), with the 

2009 and continuing monthly thereaf-

10, 2014; or until paid in full as set out 
in the Deed of Trust aforesaid, which 
is of record in Trust Book 2009, Page 
2100; and Correction of Deed of Trust 
recorded in Trust Book 2009, Page 

recorded in Trust Book 2015, Page 
922; Trust Book 2017, Page 201; and 

-
nal payment due on January 25, 2021,  

-
shoba County, Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 20th day of 
March, 2009, FORREST ADCOCK 
and spouse, DUPREE ADCOCK 
executed a Deed of Trust to Rob-
ert Thomas, Trustee, in the principal 
amount of SIXTY TWO THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY THREE 
AND 88/100 DOLLARS ($62,743.88), 

regular payments of Seven Hundred 
Eleven and No/100 Dollars ($711.00), 

April 25, 2009 and continuing monthly 

March 25, 2014; or until paid in full as 
set out in the Deed of Trust aforesaid, 
which is of record in Trust Book 2009, 

of Trust recorded in Trust Book 2014, 
Page 4270; Trust Book 2016, Page 
6593; Trust Book 2018, Page 4386; 
and Trust Book 2020, Page 6168, with 

-
shoba County, Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of August, 
2021, THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHIL-
ADELPHIA, did execute a Substitu-
tion of Trustee, naming ZACHARY 
A. MADISON as Substituted Trustee, 
which substitution is recorded in Book 

Chancery Clerk of Neshoba County, 
Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on the 3rd day of August, 
2021, THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHIL-
ADELPHIA, did execute a Substitu-
tion of Trustee, naming ZACHARY 
A. MADISON as Substituted Trustee, 
which substitution is recorded in Book 

Chancery Clerk of Neshoba County, 
Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, default has been made 
in the payment of the indebtedness 
secured by said Deed of Trust, and 
THE CITIZENS BANK OF PHILADEL-
PHIA, being the owner and holder of 
said Deed of Trust, having requested 
the undersigned so to do, I will on the 
13th day of December, 2021, offer for 
sale and will sell within legal hours (be-

Public 
Notices

tween the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.) at the front door of the Court-
house in Philadelphia, Neshoba Coun-
ty, Mississippi, to the highest bidder in 
cash, at public outcry, the following de-
scribed property located and being sit-
uated in the County of Neshoba, State 
of Mississippi, to-wit:
Commence at the SW corner of 

NW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 Section 32, 

Township 9 North, Range 10 East; 

and run North 463.17 feet along 

fence line; thence run East 119.45 

feet to and for the Point of Begin-

ning; thence run North 407.90 feet; 

thence run East 320.37 feet; thence 

run South 407.90 feet; thence run 

West 320.37 feet back to the Point 

of Beginning, containing 3.00 acres, 

more or less, and being located in 

the NW 1/4 of the SW1/4, Section 32, 

Township 9 North, Range 10, East, 

Neshoba County, Mississippi.

 Title to the above described property 
is believed to be good, but I will sell 
only such title as is vested in me as 
Substituted Trustee.
WITNESS MY SIGNATURE on this the 
8th day of November, 2021.
Zachary A. Madison, Substituted 
Trustee

THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY:
ZACHARY A. MADISON, MSB 
#104363
Fair & Mayo, PLLC
Louisville, MS 39339
Telephone No. 662-773-3455

PUBLISH: Neshoba County Journal
11/17, 11/24, 12/1, 12/8

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT

DATE, TIME, PLACE OF PUBLIC 

SALE: 12/10/2021 6 A.M.

11401 HWY 492 EAST UNION, MS 

39365

COST: $3396.64

YEAR: 2005

VIN: 1GKES16S756189236

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA

 WHEREAS, on January 12, 2017, 
Amy Snow executed a Deed of Trust 
dated January 12, 2017, to Wade 
White, Trustee for the use and bene-

Clerk of Neshoba County, Mississippi, 
in Deed of Trust Book 2017 at Page 

Clerk of Neshoba County, Mississippi, 
thereof; and
 WHEREAS, default having been 
made in the performance of the con-
ditions and stipulations as set forth by 
said Deed of Trust, and the entire out-
standing debt thereby having become 
due and payable in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of said Deed 
of Trust and having been requested by 
the legal holder of the indebtedness 
secured and described by said Deed 
of Trust so to do, notice is hereby 
given that I, Wade White, Trustee, by 
virtue of the authority conferred upon 
me in said Deed of Trust, will offer for 
sale in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of said Deed of Trust for 
the purposes of raising the sums due 

sale, and will sell at public sale and 
outcry to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, during the legal hours of 
11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., at the north 
door of the County Courthouse of Ne-
shoba County, Mississippi, at Philadel-
phia, Mississippi, on Thursday, the 2nd  
day of December, 2021, the following 
described land and property being the 
same land and property described in 
said Deed of Trust, situated in Nesho-
ba County, State of Mississippi, to-wit:
N ½ of Lot 6, Block A of Briarwood 
Subdivision in Plat 1 on Page 49 in the 

-
ba County, Mississippi, being 83 feet 
across the North and South and 90 
feet over the East and West. 
 

 I will convey only such title as is 
vested in me as Trustee.
 WITNESS my signature, on this the 
10th day of November, 2021.
/s/ Wade White            
Wade White, Trustee

PREPARED BY AND RETURN TO:
Wade White
Attorney at Law PLLC
501 Main Street
Philadelphia, MS 39350
Phone:  (601) 656-3710

*Publish 4 times: November 10, 

2021; November 17, 2021; Novem-

ber 24, 2021; and December 1, 2021, 

in The Neshoba Democrat

Triple P. Service Center
929 Gum street
Philadelphia, MS 39350

To;  Steven Deotis Landrum p.o. box 
434 Sebastopol MS 39359
       Carmax Business Services LLC 
p.o. box 440609 Kennesaw GA 30160

Your 2010 Chevy QLT vin# 2CNALPE-
W9A6403237, has been in my posses-
sion since 10/06/2021.

This vehicle will be sold on 12/06/2021 
at 929 Gum street Philadelphia MS 
39350 @8am.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

 

PHYLLIS SICARD PETITIONER

VS. 

SABLE WATASHE, JEROD THOMP-

SON, ERIK THOMPSON, ARIEL 

THOMPSON, AND ALL UNKNOWN 

STATUTORY WRONGFUL DEATH 

BENEFICIARIES OF MARY KAY 

THOMPSON, DECEASED RESPON-

DENTS

CAUSE NO. 2021-294-JK

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

Public 
Notices

TO:      The Unknown Statutory Wrong-

Thompson, Deceased (whose identi-
ties and addresses are unknown after 
diligent search and inquiry)

 You have been made Respondents 

of Neshoba County, Mississippi, by 
Phyllis Sicard petitioning for an adjudi-
cation of the statutory wrongful death 

Deceased. Respondents in this action 
other than you are Sable Watashe, 
Jerod Thompson, Erik Thompson and 
Ariel Thompson.

 You are required to mail or hand de-
liver a written response to the Petition 

W. Donahoo, Attorney for Petitioner 
-
-

son, Mississippi 39130.

 YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE 
MAILED OR DELIVERED NOT LAT-
ER THAN THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE 3rd DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021, 
WHICH IS THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS SUMMONS. 
IF YOUR RESPONSE IS NOT SO 
MAILED OR DELIVERED, A JUDG-
MENT BY DEFAULT WILL BE EN-
TERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
MONEY OR OTHER RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE PETITION.

Response with the Clerk of this Court 
within a reasonable time afterward.

Issued under my hand and seal of the 
said Court, this 25th day of October, 
2021.
Guy Nowell, Chancery Clerk of Nesho-
ba County, Mississippi

By:/s/ Gidget Tate D.C.

(seal)

ISSUED AT THE REQUEST OF:

Price W. Donahoo, Esq.
DONAHOO LAW FIRM, PLLC

Madison, Mississippi 39130
Phone: 601-213-0883
Fax: 601-368-8672
ATTORNEY FOR PHYLLIS SICARD, 
PETITIONER

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

RAGAN COGGINS,

JESSIE GREGORY AND

JOHNNIE GREGORY

PETITIONERS

                                                                           CAUSE 

NO_2021-307 __

ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW 

AND

WRONGFUL DEATH BENEFICIA-

RIES UNDER

THE MISSISSIPPI WRONGFUL 

DEATH

STATUTE OF ROBIN GREGORY, DE-

CEASED       

RESPONDENTS

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW 

AND/OR WRONGFUL DEATH BEN-

EFICIARIES, UNDER THE MISSIS-

SIPPI WRONGFUL DEATH STATUTE, 

OF ROBIN GREGORY, DECEASED

You have been made Respondents in 

Coggins, Jessie Gregory and John-
nie Gregory seeking a Petition for the 
determination of the wrongful death 

Gregory, deceased.
You are summoned to appear and de-

on the 2nd day of December, 2021, 
in the courtroom of Neshoba County 
Chancery courthouse in
PHILADELPHIA , Mississippi, and in 
case of your failure to appear and
defend judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or other 
things demanded in the petition.

or other pleading, but you may do so if
you desire.
Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the      28th      day of 
October , 2021.
GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK,
NESHOBA COUNTY, MS
BY     /SS/      
DEPUTY CLERK

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

NESHOBA COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF CHILD PROTECTION
SERVICES, BY MARCUS D. DAV-
ENPORT, AND E.G.E., A MINOR, BY 
AND THROUGH HIS NEXT FRIEND,
MARCUS D. DAVENPORT PETI-
TIONERS
VS.      CIVIL ACTION, FILE NO. 2020-
320
HEATHER ELIZABETH HURST AKA 
ELMORE, DANIEL
LEE ELMORE, JR., THOMAS GILES 
AND UNKNOWN
PUTATIVE FATHER RESPON-
DENTS
CHANCERY COURT SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:   Heather Elizabeth Hurst AKA 
Elmore, who is not to be found in the 
State of Mississippi on diligent inquiry 

Lincoln Avenue, Apt. 205, York, NE 
68467-3572.

TO:  Unknown Putative Father, who 
is not to be found in the State of Mis-
sissippi on diligent inquiry and whose 

Petitioners after diligent inquiry made 
by said Petitioners.

 You have been made a Respon-

Public 
Notices

the Neshoba County Department of 
Child Protection Services by Marcus D. 
Davenport, Social Services Regional 
Director, and, E.G.E., a minor, seeking 
to terminate your parental rights as 
those rights relate to said minor and 
demanding that the full custody, con-
trol and authority to act on behalf of 
said minor be placed with the Neshoba 
County Department of Child Protection 
Services.  Respondent other than you 
in this action is Daniel Lee Elmore, Jr.

 You are summoned to appear and 
defend against said Petition at 10:00 
o'clock a.m., on the 25th day of  JAN-
UARY ,2022, in the courtroom of the 
Neshoba County Courthouse at 401 E. 
Beacon Street, Ste. 107, Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, and in case of your failure 
to appear and defend, a Judgment will 
be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the Petition.

-
swer or other pleading, but you may do 
so if you desire.

 ISSUED under my hand and seal of 
said Court, this 28th day of Septem-
ber,2021.

GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI 39350
(SEAL)
BY:  K. Greer, Deputy Clerk

Briana Keeler

Jackson, MS  39205
Telephone No. (601) 359-4239
Email: Briana.Keeler@ago.ms.gov

    IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

TONY E. RILEY AND                            PLAIN-
TIFFS

QUANTINA RILEY
VS.                            CIVIL ACTION 
NO.     2021-306
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF                        
DEFENDANTS

CORLEY (CAULIE) VIVERETTE;

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF

HENRY RUSHING; 

MISSISSIPPI ATTORNEY GENERAL; 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
THROUGH 

GUY NOWELL; STEVEN S. KILGORE 
IN 

HIS ROLE AS NESHOBA COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 

AND ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PER-
SONS WHO MAY 

HAVE INTEREST IN PARCEL NO. 
11400-23-007.000, NESHOBA 

COUNTY,  SHOULD SUCH PERSONS 
NOT BE ASCERTAINED    

    SUMMONS     (BY PUBLICATION)
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI  COUN-
TY OF NESHOBA
TO:    THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
CORLEY (CAULIE) VIVERETTE, 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF HENRY 
RUSHING, AND ANY AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS WHO MAY HAVE 
INTEREST IN PARCEL 11400-23-
007.000
    You have been made a Defendant in 

referenced Plaintiff, seeking to quiet 

    You are required to mail or hand 
deliver a written response to the Com-

to James Eldred Renfroe, Attorney 
for the Plaintiff whose address is 648 
Lakeland East Drive Ste A, Flowood 
MS 39232.

    Your response must be mailed or 
delivered not later than thirty days after 
the 10th day of November 2021, which 

this summons.  If your response is not 
so mailed or delivered, a judgment by 
default will be entered against you for 
the money or other relief demanded in 
the complaint.

Response with the Clerk of this Court 
within a reasonable time afterward.
    Issued under my hand and seal of 
said Court, this the 25th day of Octo-
ber, 2021.
                        Guy Nowell

                        Neshoba County Chan-
cery Clerk

                        401 E. Beacon Street, 
Suite 107

                        Philadelphia MS 39350
by_Gidget Tate, D.C.
Prepared by:

Hon. James E. Renfroe, MSB# 10096 
648 Lakeland East Drive, Suite A 
Flowood, MS 39232

#21-25859  11/10, 11/17, 11/24

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE CUSTODY 
OF
CIVIL ACTION
(J.K.C.), MINOR
FILE NO. 2018-45
WALTER LORODRICK GRAHAM, (FA-
THER)
PETITIONER
VS.

ALICIA NICOLE CLEMONS (MOTH-

ER)                                              RE-

SPONDENT

DHS STATE OF MS, JIM HOOD, AT-

TORNEY

GENERAL AND NESHOBA COUNTY 

Public 
Notices

DHS

SUMMONS (Rule81)
(By Publication)
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA

TO: ALICIA NICOLE CLEMONS , a 
non-resident of the State of Missis-
sippi, who is not to be found in this 
state on diligent inquiry made by the 
Plaintiff, and her whereabouts, place 

unknown to Plaintiff after having made 
diligent inquiry to ascertain the same, 
but her last known address was in the 
State of Mississippi.

You have been made DEFENDANT 
-

TER LORODRICK GRAHAM, Plaintiff, 
seeking Temporary and Permanent 
Custody and Other Relief. Defendants 
other than you in this action are: None.

You are summoned to appear and 
defend against said Petition at 9:00 

-
cember, 2021, in the Courtroom of the 
Winston County Courthouse in Louis-
ville, Mississippi. If your response is 
not mailed or delivered, the Petition 
for Temporary and Permanent Custo-
dy may be granted by the Court.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND 

SEAL OF SAID COURT, this 21st  

day of October, 2021.

(SEAL)

Mr. Guy Nowell

Chancery Clerk of Neshoba County

401 East Beacon Street, Ste 107

Philadelphia, MS 39350

By:/s/ K. Greer DC

DEPUTY CLERK

Publication Dates: 11/3/2021

                                11/10/2021

                                11/17/2021

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF LAREE MANNINO, DECEASED                                         

HANNA WATSON, EXECUTOR                                                                                   
CAUSE NO. 2021-286

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

        Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 21st day of October, 
2021, by the Chancery Clerk of Ne-
shoba County, Mississippi, to the un-
dersigned, Hanna Watson, upon the 
Estate of Laree Mannino, deceased, 
notice is hereby given to all persons 
having claims against said Estate to 
present the same to the Clerk of this 
Court for probate and registration ac-
cording to law within ninety (90) days 

of this Notice or they will be forever 
barred.

 This the 26th day of October, 2021.
                                                                                             /s/
HANNA WATSON, EXECUTOR OF 
THE
                                                                                             ES-
TATE OF LAREE MANNINO, DE-
CEASED

/s/ ROBERT L. THOMAS, MSBN 8159
ALFORD, THOMAS & THOMAS, 
PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
POST OFFICE BOX 96
PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI  39350
601/656-1871

IN THE CHOCTAW TRIBAL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

KIMBERLEE ANN FERRIS PIERCE
PLAINTIFF
VS.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 2021-295DM
MARSHALL EDWARD PIERCE, JR.
DEFENDANT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:     MARSHALL EDWARD PIERCE, 

JR.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT(S)

You have been made a Defendant in 
-

LEE ANN FERRIS PIERCE, Plaintiff, 
which seeks a divorce. Defendants 
other than you in this action are NONE.

You are required to mail or hand-deliv-
er a written response to the Complaint 

Defense, the attorneys for the Plain-

39350, and whose street address is 
125 River Ridge Circle, Choctaw, Mis-
sissippi 39350.
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BY MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 3rd DAY 
OF NOVEMBER, 2021, WHICH IS 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR 
RESPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR 
DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT BY DE-
FAULT WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE MONEY OR OTHER 
RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE COM-
PLAINT.

response with the clerk of this Court 
within a reasonable time afterward.

Issued under my hand and the seal of 
this Court, this the 25 th  day of Octo-
ber, 2021.

/S/ Jennileen Young                 
TRIBAL COURT CLERK

Public 
Notices
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SERVICES 
Always good ratesInterior, 
Exterior carpentry. Electri-
cal, Plumbing. Pressure 
washing, Painting.Call,  
text: Tommy 601-663-
6990.--

CLASSIFIEDS

By FELDER RUSHING 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Autumn leaves are 

a’falling fast, splitting garden-
ers into camps on how to han-
dle them. I am of three minds. 

Before sharing my 
thoughts, based on research, 
garden ecology, and a twisted 
sense of what looks good or 
not tempered by a big dollop 
of lazy, let me break down the 
most basic things done by all 
gardeners worldwide. 

After decades of horticul-
tural advising and personal 
home gardening, I have win-
nowed down what I actually 
do the most in my own garden 
to just these four things: 
Choose good, appropriate-size 
plants in the first place, dig 
wide holes, spread roots out 
before covering them with 
native dirt, and spread mulch 
over the ground to protect and 
improve the dirt.   

Watering? Sure, if and only 
when it is needed. Fertilizing? 
Okay, but look around in the 
woods and note that fallen 
leaves do that, too. Pruning? 
See rule number one. 

Though I love my many 
unusual plants including heir-
loom, native, and alluring new 
horticultural gems, there are 
many dozens of beautiful 
plants that need little or no 
care at all, if planted right. I’m 
reminded of this every time I 
see the many dozens of gar-
den-worthy native trees, 
shrubs, vines, herbaceous 
perennials and annual wild-
flowers flourishing in fields 
and forests in all sorts of soils 
and conditions. And there are 
many imported species thriv-
ing around neglected homes, 
school yards, and even in 
cemeteries. Too many garden-
ers coddle these plants to 
death. 

When it comes to digging 
holes, wide is better than deep. 
This helps new roots grow 
outward quickly; it also helps 
to rough up smooth hole bot-
toms and walls created by 

shovels or tillers, but I’m 
intrigued with the simple “dig 
a square hole” trend.  

No need to add anything to 
your native dirt, unless it is 
serious clay that stays wet and 
dries hard, or poor sand that 
won’t hold nutrients or water 
very long. However, adding a 
little organic stuff like chipped 
bark, compost, or the like can 
temporarily fluff up even the 
worst soil, enough for roots to 
get started. Don’t overdo it; 
think “one or two handsful of 

crumbled crackers to a bowl 
of chili” and you have the pro-
portion concept down pat. 

After spreading roots and 
planting a little on the high 
side for better drainage and to 
allow for settling, I’m done. 
Most plants can take it from 
there.  

But to help keep things 
going, protect and feed the 
soil. Cover the ground with 
any kind of organic matter that 
breaks down quickly and, with 
the help of earthworms, tun-

nels its way deep around roots, 
allowing water and air and 
roots to penetrate better. This 
is how Mother Nature does it 
in the woods and fields, con-
stantly replenishing the stuff 
that gets used up. 

While pine straw looks 
good, is fairly inexpensive, 
and resists washing away on 
slopes, it takes forever to 
break down; I prefer fast-act-
ing chopped tree leaves, com-
post, and manure, topped with 
prettier, longer-lasting chipped 

or shredded bark or hardwood 
(I avoid unsustainable cypress 
mulch). And BTW I never use 
soil-suffocating landscape 
fabrics. Ever.  

This is a great time to do all 
this, with falling leaves piling 
up quickly. The three basic 
approaches I use are: Mowing 
into the lawn to recycle nutri-
ents, raking underneath shrubs 
and between trees (love how 
my rake feels and sounds), and 
neatly piling the rest where so 
they can compost for needier 

flower and vegetable beds. A 
leaf pile is a badge of ecologi-
cal and gardening honor.  

These simple tips help 
plants grow better, save time 
and effort, and keep landfills 
free for less recyclable stuff.  

 
Felder Rushing is a Missis-

sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.

CERTIFIED STAFF OPENINGS 
For School Year 2021-2022 

 
CLOSING DATE:11/23/21 or until 
filled 
                                                                                       
CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER 
Health Care Science Instructor 
   
Qualifications: Possess a valid Mississippi Educator 
License issued by the Mississippi State Department of 
Education with appropriate endorsement. Current 
license as a Registered Nurse in Mississippi.  
 
Ability to work in a rural school system with bilingual 
students.  Complete a criminal background check on 
county, state and national levels.  Any record or convic-
tion of criminal or child abuse charges will result in 
immediate termination.  Employee in this position is 
subject to random drug testing.  Must possess a valid 
Mississippi Driver’s License, adequate transportation 
and personal automobile liability insurance.   
 
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE REQUESTED OR SUBMIT-
TED TO: 
 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
Attention: Human Resources 

P.O. Box 6033, Choctaw Branch 
Choctaw, Mississippi  39350

FELDER RUSHING

4 tips to change your outlook on home gardening

  SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE  
WHEREAS, on January 31, 2003, Mitchell Von Bullard and wife, Janet 
Marie Bullard executed a certain deed of trust to Debera Bridges as 
Trustee for CitiFinancial, Inc., as Beneficiary, which deed of trust is of 
record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Neshoba, County, State of 
Mississippi, in Book 595, Page 600; which Mortgage Deed of Trust was 
duly transferred and assigned to U.S. Bank Trust National Association 
As Trustee Of American Homeowner Preservation Trust Series 2015a+; 
 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the payment of the indebtedness 
secured by said deed(s) of trust, and U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association As Trustee Of American Homeowner Preservation Trust 
Series 2015a+, as Beneficiary, has authorized and instructed Stephens 
Millirons, P.C. as Substitute Trustee to foreclose said deed(s) of trust by 
advertisement and sale at public auction in accordance with the statutes 
made and provided therefor.  
THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said deed(s) of trust and in accordance with the statutes 
made and provided therefor, the said deed(s) of trust will be foreclosed 
and the property covered thereby and hereinafter described will be sold 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash at the Neshoba County 
at Philadelphia, Mississippi, in the aforesaid County and will sell within 
legal hours (being between the hours of 11:00 AM and 4:00 PM) on 
December 7, 2021, to satisfy the indebtedness now due under and 
secured by said deed(s) of trust.  
Stephens Millirons, P.C. will convey only such title as vested in it as 
Substituted Trustee.  
 
The premises to be sold are described as:  
The following described property situated in Neshoba County, 
Mississippi, to-wit: 
Beginning at the Southeast Corner of the North 1/2 of the Northwest 1/4 
of the Northeast 1/4, Section 32, Township 9 North, Range 12 East; 
Thence run North 180 feet; Thence West 360 feet thence South 180 
feet, thence East 360 feet to point of beginning being one and one half 
(1 1/2)  acres, more or less, in the Northeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4, 
Section 32, Township 9 North, Range 12 East.   
This property will be sold on an “as is, where is” basis, subject to any 
easements, encumbrances, and exceptions reflected in the deed of 
trust and those contained in the public records of County where the 
above-described property is situated.  This property will be sold without 
warranty or recourse, expressed or implied as to condition, title, use 
and/or enjoyment.   
The successful bidder must tender a non-refundable deposit of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) in certified funds made payable to 
Stephens Millirons, P.C. at the time and place of sale.  The balance of 
the purchase price must be paid in certified funds by noon on the sec-
ond business day following the sale at the law firm of Stephens 
Millirons, P.C. at 120 Seven Cedars Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35802.  
 
Date: November 2, 2021

Stephens Millirons, P.C. 
Substituted Trustee  
120 Seven Cedars Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
(256) 382-5500  
 
Duly authorized to act in the premises by instrument recorded on 
August 17, 2020 in Deed of Trust Book 2020, Page 7055, of the records 
of the aforesaid County and State.   
  Publish: 11/10, 11/17, 11/24 and 12/1

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 1
Carthage 11:15 - 12:00 at Leake County Co-Op

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
Meridian 9:00 - 9:45 at Lauderdale Co. Farm Supply

Philadelphia 10:30 - 11:15 at Neshoba Co. Co-Op

Louisville 12:00 - 12:45 at Ward Farm Service

To place an order call: 1-800-643-8439

Visit us online at: www.fishwagon.com

It’s that time of year when leaves are falling all around — including in your garden.



By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Hunter Bavetta kicked a 36-yard 
field goal in the final seconds to lift the 
Neshoba Central Rockets to a 27-24 
victory over Lake Cormorant in the 
first round of the Class 5A state foot-
ball playoffs. 

The Rockets, now 11-0, will host 
Lafayette Friday night in the second 
round. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 
Lafayette comes into the game with a 
10-2 record. They opened the playoffs 
with a 43-16 win over Holmes County 
Central. 

The Gators led 17-7 at the half and 
24-7 early in the third quarter. Coach 
Patrick Schoolar said his team kept 
playing to the end and pulled out the 
victory. 

“We played better in the second 
half,” Schoolar said. “Their quarter-
back was a three-year starter and he 
was going to make plays. We knew he 
was going to be tough. 

“But we weren’t ready for our sea-
son to be over. It was will and determi-
nation. We found a way to win. You 
never give up. Our theme is survive 
and advance. Do what you have to do. 
We did that.” 

The Gators scored on their second 
possession. They appeared to be lining 
up for a field goal. But then the ball 
was snapped to quarterback Telvin 
Amos, who ran it in from 10 yards out. 
The kick was good and the Gators led 
7-0 with 5:04 left in the first quarter. 

Neshoba Central came back to tie 
the game. The Rockets took the kick-
off on their own 35-yard line and put 
together a 14-play drive. Quarterback 
Eli Anderson connected with Ja’Nay-
lon Dupree, who fumbled going the 
end zone. Bryceton Spencer recovered 
the ball for the touchdown. Bavetta 
kicked the extra point and the game 
was tied at 7-7 early in the second 
quarter. 

Lake Cormorant came back in the 
second period and scored when Amos 
connected with Jeremy Henderson on 
a 23-yard TD pass. The extra point was 
good and the Gators led 14-7 with 5:26 
remaining. 

An interception led to the final 
Lake Cormorant points of the second 
quarter. With time running out, the 
Gators kicked a 36-yard field goal and 
went up 17-7 at the half. 

The Rockets punted four plays after 
taking the second-half kickoff. Amos 
scored on a 61-yard run. The extra-
point kick was good and Lake Cor-
morant led 24-7. 

The Rockets kept playing. They 
took the kickoff on their own 46 and 
put it in the end zone in seven plays. 
Ken Drummond ran 23 yards for a 
touchdown. Bavetta kicked the extra 
point and the Gators’ led 24-14. That’s 
how it stood at the end of the third 

quarter. 
The Rockets pulled to within 3 

points when Anderson ran 2 yards for 
a touchdown. Bavetta’s kick was good 
and the Gators’ lead was cut to 3 
points, 24-21, with 9:30 left in the final 
quarter. 

With 2:04  remaining on the clock, 
Bavetta kicked a 25-yard field goal to 
tie the game at 24-24. 

The Gators took the kickoff and ran 
six plays before punting. 

On fourth down, the Rockets lined 
up for a 50-yard field attempt. But then 
Schoolar decided to go for the first 
down. Anderson connected with 
Spencer to put the ball on the Lake 

Cormorant 18-yard with 6 seconds 
left. Bavetta proceeded to kick a 36-
yard field goal and Neshoba advanced 
to the next round of the playoffs. 

“I felt like we could make a play 
and get better field position,” Schoolar 
said. “It would have been a long kick, 
and I didn’t want to put that on the 
kicker.” 

The Rockets finished with 18 first 
downs and 335 total yards. Anderson 
completed 19-of-29 passing attempts 
for 205 yards. The Rockets rushed for 
155 yards, led by Drummond with 100 
yards. Spencer had four catches for 68 
yards, while Dez McWilliams had 
seven catches for 63 yards.

By DALE MCKEE 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Who would have believed a 

team, Texas A&M, would 
defeat both Alabama and 
Auburn in the same football sea-
son but turn around and lose to 
both Ole Miss and Mississippi 
State? 

Who would believe a team 
would go into Auburn and trail, 
28-3, midway through the sec-
ond period and in the end win 
by nine points? Well, football 
fans, welcome to post-COVID-
19 football of 2021.  

Mississippi State, led by Will 
Rogers’ school-record six 
touchdown passes, had the 
largest comeback win in pro-
gram history. Auburn (6-4, 3-3) 
scored on their first four posses-
sions of the game and led, 28-3, 
midway through the second 
quarter before MSU rallied, 
scoring 40 unanswered points, 
to claim a 43-34 win. The Bull-
dogs (6-4, 4-3) will now host 
Tennessee State (5-5) this Satur-
day morning.  

Ole Miss jumped back into 
the Top 10 in the AP football 
poll by using a couple of fourth-
period interceptions to defeat 
No. 16 Texas A&M, 29-19. A.J. 
Finley returned an interception 
52 yards and Ashanti Cistrunk’s 
pick set up a touchdown run by 
Snoop Conner. Matt Corral 
threw for 247 yards and a touch-
down to lead the Ole Miss 
offense that totaled 504 yards 
against the Aggies. Ole Miss (8-
2, 4-2) will welcome Vanderbilt 
this Saturday night.   

Southern Mississippi fell to 
No. 15 UTSA this past Satur-
day, 27-17. The Eagles gave a 
valiant effort against one of the 
three undefeated teams left in 
Division 1 football. UTSA (10-
0, 6-0) scored ten points in the 
final five minutes of the game to 
eke out the win. USM used run-
ning back Frank Gore Jr. at 
quarterback running the wildcat 
offense to began the game, and 
he finished with 123 yards to 
lead USM. The Eagles (1-9, 0-
7) will travel to Louisiana Tech 
this Friday night.  

The College Football Playoff 
Selection  Committee will 
release their third rankings on 
Tuesday of this week. This 
week’s rankings will be very 
similar to last week’s with Geor-
gia, Alabama, Oregon and Ohio 
State leading.  

  
SWAC  

Jackson State quarterback 
Shedeur Sanders threw two 
touchdown passes to Malachi 
Wideman in the final five min-
utes to lead the Tigers past 
Southern University, 21-17. 
With the win, JSU (9-1, 7-0) 
clinched the SWAC Eastern 
Division championship and a 
spot in the conference title game 
on Dec. 4. 

This Saturday, the Tigers will 
take on rival Alcorn. Alcorn (6-
4, 5-2) held off a Prairie View 
rally to claim a 31-29 win. 
Quarterback Felix Harper led 
the Braves with a couple of TD 
passes while the defense recov-
ered a Panther fumble with 18 
seconds to secure the win. Mis-
sissippi Valley downed Ala-
bama State, 44-31, behind 
Jakobe Thomas’ three rushing 
touchdowns. Valley (3-7, 2-5) is 
open this week before meeting 
Prairie View.  

  
Small college   

Brady Foley rushed for three 
touchdowns as Belhaven (7-3) 
ended their season with a 41-7 
win over East Texas Baptist. 
Millsaps (2-8) fell to Birming-
ham Southern, 49-7, in their 
season finale. Jaylen Gibson 
teamed up with Deante Smith-
Moore on a 51-yard pass in the 
final two minutes to give Mis-
sissippi College (4-6) a 28-24 
win over West Alabama. Delta 
State (5-5) fell at West Georgia, 
44-7, to conclude their season. 

                                                      
Dale Mckee, a Waynesboro 

resident, has been writing sports 
in Mississippi since 1973. Listen 
to Dale’s Brouhaha Sports 
Show with Marshall Wood on 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. on WABO FM 
105.5 in the Waynesboro area. 
To listen to the broadcast on 
your computer or smartphone 
anywhere in the world go to 
Google Chrome, go 
to wabo105.com and click listen 
live. This week’s guest is Missis-
sippi Sports Talk’s Blake 
Thompson.

Sports
Ole Miss, 
State win 
big games

Neshoba Central’s Ja’Naylon Dupree races past a Lake Cormorant defender during the Rockets’ win last Friday night.

Last-second field goal leads to win

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Philadelphia Tornadoes saw 

their 2021 season end as they dropped 
a 39-35 decision to Pelahatchie in the 
second round of the Class 2A football 
playoffs. 

The game was stopped in the third 
quarter after a transformer blew and 
the Pelahatchie field went dark Friday 
night. The teams returned Saturday 
afternoon to complete the game. 

The Tornadoes close out their sea-
son at 5-7. Pelahatchie, now 7-5, will 
play at Kemper County in the third 
round of the playoffs. 

Pelahatchie took advantage of sev-
eral big plays to win the game. That 
started on the first play as the Chiefs 
ran 55 yards for a touchdown. The 
kick was good and Pelahatchie went 
up 7-0. 

The Tornadoes took the kickoff and 
drove 67 yards in nine plays for a 
touchdown. Chancellor Greer scored 

on a 10-yard run. The extra-point try 
was no good and the Tornadoes trailed 
7-6. 

Pelahatchie took the ensuing kick-
off and put it in the end zone four plays 
later on a 24-yard run. However, the 
extra point was no good and the Chiefs 
led 13-6 with 6:40 remaining in the 
first quarter. 

The Tornadoes came back with a 
score of their own as Greer scored on 
a 13-yard run. Greer scored on the 2-
point conversion try and the Tornadoes 
led 14-13. 

Pelahatchie took the ensuing kick-
off and scored two plays later on a 53-
yard run. The extra point failed and the 
Chiefs led 19-14 as the first quarter 
ended. Neither team scored in the sec-
ond quarter and that’s how it stood at 
the half. 

On their first possession of the sec-
ond half, the Chiefs scored on a 49-
yard TD pass. The 2-point conversion 
was good and Pelahatchie went up 27-
14. 

The Tornadoes took the ensuing 
kickoff and drove 69 yards in eight 
plays for a touchdown. The Tornadoes 
scored on a 7-yard pass from Marcus 
Beamon to Dee Burnside. The extra 
point try failed and the Chiefs led 27-
20   

The Tornadoes kicked off. The 
lights went out and both teams went 
home until 1 p.m. the next day. 

When the game resumed, Quay 
Ragsdale ran 54 yards for a Pela-
hatchie score. However, the extra point 
failed and the Chiefs led 33-20. 

The Tornadoes took the kick and 
answered with another touchdown of 
their own. Beamon connected with 
Darius Grady on a 20-yard TD pass 
play. Adrian Luke kicked the extra 
point and the Chiefs led 33-27. 

Later in the quarter, Pelahatchie 
returned a punt for a touchdown. How-
ever, the extra point try failed and the 
Chiefs went up 39-27 with 9:38 left in 
the game. 

The Tornadoes took the kickoff and 

drove down to the Pelahatchie 1-yard 
line. Beamon dove over the top for a 
touchdown. He added the 2-point con-
version and the Tornadoes trailed by 4 
points, 39-35, with 7:10 left in the 
game. That would be the final score. 
The Tornadoes had one last series and 
could not convert. Pelahatchie lined up 
in the victory formation and that was 
the ballgame. 

“We gave up too many big plays,” 
Coach David Frey said. “They never 
had a drive on us. They hit big plays 
and scored. We got a turnover in the 
fourth quarter, and we didn’t do any-
thing with it. 

“We knew we were young this 
year. But we are bringing back a lot 
next year, and all of these young kids 
will have a year of experience under 
their belt. No one expected much this 
season, and we made it to the second 
round of the playoffs. We should be 
pretty good next year.”
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Pelahatchie uses big plays to overcome Tornadoes

Neshoba Central quarterback Eli Anderson rolls out of the pocket to find a receiver during the Rockets’ come-
back win last Friday night.



By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Neshoba Central Lady 
Rockets are off to a 5-0 start 
under second-year head 
coach Jason Broom. 

Last week, the Lady Rock-
ets picked up a 74-31 win 
over Kosciusko. Earlier, the 
Lady Rockets have defeated 
Leake Central 71-25, 
Choctaw Central 72-59. Pearl 
66-35 and Kosciusko 81-31. 

The Rockets are playing 
without their football players 
in the early games and stand 

at 1-3. They dropped their 
opener to Leake Central 52-
25 and then lost 68-45 to 
Choctaw Central and 61-59 to 
Pearl. The Rockets defeated 
Kosciusko 55-50 last week. 

The Rockets teams have 
two games this week. They 
were to take on Leake Central 
Tuesday and visit Northeast 
Lauderdale later in the week. 

Neshoba Central opened 
the season with a big win 
over Leake Central. The Lady 
Rockets went up 43-11 at the 
half. Shaylynn Hunter led 
with 15 points while 

Hama’ya Fielder scored 13. 
Zheria Leflore put in 11 
points. 

The Lady Rockets 
outscored Choctaw Central 
22-10 in the second quarter 
and went up 34-23 at the half. 
The Lady Warriors battled 
back but Neshoba Central 
held on for the victory. 
Hama’ya Fielder led with 28 
points while Carly Keats 
added 13. 

Leading 38-28 at the half, 
the Lady Rockets outscored 
Pontotoc 23-14 in the third 
quarter and held on for the 

win. Hunter led with 20 
points while Keats put in 16 
points and Fielder scored 11 
points. 

Leading 34-23 at the half, 
Neshoba Central dominated 
the second half in their win 
over Pearl. Fielder scored 19 
points while Veronica 
Williams put in 11. 

The Lady Rockets led 
Kosciusko 33-12 at the half. 
Neshoba Central then out-
pointed the Lady Whippets 
25-9 in the third quarter and 
held on for the win. Hunter 
led with 20 points while 

Fielder scored 14 and Leflore 
put in 13. 

 
Rockets 

Neshoba Central started 
off cold against Leake Cen-
tral and trailed 25-9 at the 
half. Zae Goodin and Dexter 
Spencer scored 7 points each 
to lead the Rockets 

The Warriors outscored the 
Rockets 15-9 in the second 
quarter and led 44-15 at the 
half. The Rockets outscored 
Choctaw Central 30-24 in the 
second half. William Dreifuss 
led the Rockets with 12 

points while R.J. Hunter 
scored 10. 

The Pearl Pirates slipped 
past the Rockets by 2 points. 
Goodin led with 21 points 
while Garrison Breedlove 
scored 11 points. 

Leading 28-27 at the half, 
the Rockets outscored 
Kosciusko 20-10 in the third 
quarter and held on for the 
victory. Goodin led with 15 
points while Dorshay Cole 
put in 10 points and 
Breedlove scored nine points.

By SCHOOL REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The East Central Commu-

nity College Warriors left it 
all on the floor against Gulf 
Coast Thursday night as they 
erased an 11-point deficit in 
the final seven minutes of 
play but came up just short, 
83-78, for their first loss of 
the season. 

With just five minutes 
before the half, ECCC led by 
13, 35-22. However, the 
momentum swung back into 
Gulf Coast's favor for the 
final five minutes of the half 
as the Bulldogs rallied and 
went on a scoring streak, 
eventually tying the game for 
the fifth time, at 40-all at 
halftime.  

The streaky gameplay 
continued into the second 
half as Gulf Coast went on a 
17-5 run to open the half and 
built a double-digit, 65-53 
lead at the halfway point of 
the final 20 minutes. 

The Warriors refused to 
throw in the towel down the 
stretch. They had some big 
baskets from Demajion 
Topps (Winona) and Christo-
pher Keys (Quitman) to help 
start an ECCC offensive run 
involving the Brackeen-
Wood Gymnasium crowd. As 
the ECCC energy built, 
Jelani Clark blew the roof off 
with a corner 3-pointer with 

3 minutes to play to pull the 
Warriors within one, 74-73.  

Unfortunately, the Bull-
dogs connected on a pair of 
free throws on the other end 
and followed with a couple 
of layups off turnovers to 
pull the game just out of 
reach in the final minutes. 

The Warriors finished the 
night shooting 33% from the 
floor, while the Bulldogs 
shot 42%. Gulf Coast outre-
bounded ECCC, 60-45, but 
the Warriors stuck around by 
forcing 27 turnovers on 18 
steals. 

Clark led the Warriors 
with 19 points, while Keys 
finished with 16 after going 
5-for-7 from the free-throw 
stripe. Topps added 11 points 
on a team-high three, three-
pointers, and David Berry 
(Mendenhall) came off the 
bench to add 10. Keys picked 
up his first collegiate double-
double as he led the Warriors 
with 14 rebounds. 

The Warriors are on the 
road for their next two games 
with a trip to Meridian on 
Thursday, Nov. 18, and Co-
Lin on Monday, Nov. 22. 
ECCC is finally back at 
home in Brackeen-Wood on 
Monday, Nov. 29, to take on 
Coahoma at 7 p.m. for the 
final non-conference 
matchup of the year.

Jelani Clark powers past a Gulf Coast defender on Thursday night. Clark led ECCC with 19 points.

6B, The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., November 17, 2021   

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Leake Academy foot-

ball team saw its chance at 
back-to-back state champi-
onships come to an end on Fri-
day night. 

The Rebels trailed for most 
of the game as visiting Copiah 
took a 33-21 win in the semi-
finals of the MAIS Class 5A 
playoffs. 

Leake finishes the season 
with a 10-2 record. 

“I have to give Copiah a lot 
of credit; they came out and 
were very physical,” Leake 
Coach Brian Pickens said. 
“You hate to lose one like that. 
This senior group has won a 
lot of football games and has 
had great careers. Copiah just 
made a few more plays than 

we did.” 
The Rebels got the ball to 

start the game and drove down 
the field, putting together a 
17-play drive that ended with 
a 22-yard field goal by Cole 
Arthur. With 4:44 left in the 
first quarter, Leake had a 3-0 
lead. 

In a preview of things to 
come, Copiah answered as 
they scored on their first play 
from scrimmage on an 80-
yard run by Aiden Rogers with 
4:30 left in the first. However, 
the PAT failed and Copiah led 
6-3. 

After swapping punts, 
Leake Academy got big runs 
from Riley Myers of 20 yards 
and 38 from Rhett Atkinson, 
who finished off the drive with 
a 2-yard TD run with 10:37 
left in the second quarter. Cole 

Arthur’s PAT failed and Leake 
held a 9-6 lead. 

After swapping punts 
again, the Colonels put togeth-
er a 91-yard drive, which was 
aided by two big personal 
fouls on the Leake defense. 
The Colonels scored on a 4-
yard run with 3:33 left in the 
half to take a 13-9 lead. 

Leake responded with a 
scoring drive of its own. After 
a big 39-yard pass from Atkin-
son to Levi Brown, the Rebels 
scored on a 7-yard run by 
Myers with 1:14 left in the 
half. The try for 2 failed and 
Leake led 15-13. 

But Copiah took the 
momentum back before the 
half ended. They broke a 70-
yard run and scored on a 14-
yard pass with 29 seconds left 
in the half. The try for two 

failed and Copiah led 19-15 at 
the half. 

“That was a big swing,” 
Pickens said. “We had them 
down, and they broke the big 
run and scored right before the 
half. We had just scored and 
had some momentum. I 
thought that was a big play in 
the game.” 

The two teams swapped 
punts to start the second half 
and it was Copiah that struck 
first as J.D. Weed scored on an 
83-yard touchdown run. The 
PAT was good and Copiah led 
26-15. 

The Rebels turned the ball 
over on downs on their next 
possession and Copiah 
answered with a six-play, 54-
yard drive. Aided by a 41-yard 
run, Weed finished off the 
drive with a 2-yard run with 

2:50 left in the third. The PAT 
was good and Copiah led 33-
15. 

The Rebels responded with 
a 13-play drive that ended 
with a 9-yard touchdown pass 
from Atkinson to Aiden 
Watkins with 10:49 left. The 
try for 2 failed and Copiah led 
33-21. 

Leake threw two fourth-
quarter interceptions as the 
Colonels held on for the win. 

Leake had 363 yards of 
total offense with 179 yards 
rushing and 184 passing. 
Atkinson was 11-of-28, pass-
ing for 174 yards and one TD. 
The junior quarterback also 
led the rushing attack with 105 
yards on 16 carries. Canon 
Parks had 47 yards on 15 car-
ries, while Riley Myers had 27 
yards on three carries and four 

catches for 45 yards. Watkins 
had four catches for 79 yards, 
while Levi Brown had three 
catches for 50 yards. 

Leake allowed 474 yards of 
offense to Copiah with 450 
rushing and 24 passing. Bryce 
Watkins led the Leake defense 
with eight solo tackles and two 
assists, while Kade Marble 
had four solo tackles and two 
assists. Riley Myers had three 
solo tackles and three assists, 
while Nick Gomillion had 
three solo tackles and two 
assists. Jarod Sims had two 
solo tackles and two assists, 
while Jackson Freeny had 
three solo tackles. Gunter 
Scott had two solo tackles and 
one assist, while Whitt Welch 
had Jake Brown each had two 
solo tackles.

Warriors fall to Gulf Coast on the court

Season comes to end as Rebels lose to Copiah 33-21

Lady Rockets tip off new basketball season with 5-0 start
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By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Mississippi State quarter-

back Will Rogers, who leads 
the SEC and is second nation-
ally in passing yards, and Ole 
Miss quarterback Matt Corral, 
a semi-finalist for Walter 
Camp college football player 
of the year award, top a list of 
10 nominees for the 2021 C 
Spire Conerly Trophy, which 
annually honors the top col-
lege football player in the 
Magnolia State. 

The other nominees are 
Southern Miss defensive back 
Malik Shorts, Mississippi Val-
ley State running back Caleb 
Johnson, Mississippi College 
linebacker Jonathan Jones, 
Alcorn State defensive back 
Juwan Taylor, Millsaps Col-
lege wide receiver Moïse 
Tezzo, Belhaven University 
running back Brad Foley, 
Jackson State quarterback 
Shedeur Sanders and Delta 
State linebacker Marvin Terry. 

Past winners of the C Spire 
Conerly Trophy have included 
such former and current 
prominent NFL standouts as 
Evan Engram, Dak Prescott, 
Deuce McAllister, Eli Man-
ning, Jerious Norwood, 
Michael Boley, Patrick Willis, 
Anthony Dixon and last year’s 
winner, Elijah Moore. Prescott 
and Manning are the only two-
time winners of the award.    

The C Spire Conerly Tro-
phy presentation is scheduled 

for Tuesday, Nov. 30 at the 
Country Club of Jackson, 345 
Saint Andrews Drive, in Jack-
son. A 5:30 p.m. reception will 
be followed by the 6:30 p.m. 
dinner program and trophy 
presentation.  Coaches and 

finalists from all the schools 
are expected to attend.  For 
ticket availability or more 
information, go to 
msfame.com or call 
601.982.8264.
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Providing safe, reliable natural gas is our 

and in Mississippi.
Investing in safety

atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Choctaw Central boys 

basketball team is off to a 6-0 
start on their 2021-2022 sea-
son. 

The Warriors opened with a 
53-49 victory over South Pon-
totoc in the Choctaw Central 
Classic. They have also picked 
up wins over Neshoba Central 
68-45, Quitman 55-53, South-
east Lauderdale 53-39, Kem-
per County 38-35 and Newton 
County 59-49. 

The Choctaw Central girls 
stand at 4-1, with their only 
loss coming to Neshoba Cen-
tral. The Lady Warriors have 
since posted wins over South-
east Lauderdale 74-21, Kem-
per County  58-23 and Newton 
County 70-35. 

The Warrior teams have 
two games this week. They 
were to host Germantown on 
Tuesday and Newton County 
on Thursday. 

 The Warriors jumped out to 
a 29-6 lead at the end of the 

first quarter in their game with 
Neshoba Central. 

The Warriors outscored the 
Rockets 15-9 in the second 
quarter and led 44-15 at the 
half. The Rockets outscored 
Choctaw Central 30-24 in the 
second half. Haden Jones led 
the Warriors with 16 points 
while Abram Cotton added 14 
and Johnny Vaughn scored 
nine. William Dreifuss led the 
Rockets with 12 points. 

Leading 40-34 heading into 
the final quarter, Choctaw 
Central held off a fourth-quar-
ter rally to win over the Quit-
man Panthers. Markekelus 
Mingo led the Warriors with 
16 points, while Thomas Tan-
gle scored 10 points and 
Vaughn scored 9. 

The Warriors outscored 
Southeast Lauderdale 35-24 in 
the second half to take the vic-
tory. Jones led the Warriors 
with 11 points while Vaughn 
put in 10. 

The Warriors held off the 
Kemper County Wildcats in 
the fourth quarter to take a vic-

tory. Elias Bell scored 12 
points to lead Choctaw Cen-
tral.Choctaw Central closed 
out last week with a 10-point 
win over Newton County. Tan-
gle scored 33 points to lead the 
Warriors. 

 
Lady Warriors 

The Lady Warriors took a 
53-point victory over former 
rival Southeast Lauderdale. 
Ashlyn Stephens led with 11 
points while Mattison Bell 
scored 9. 

The Lady Warriors jumped 
out to a 22-0 lead at the end of 
the first quarter and rolled over 
Kemper County. Bell led with 
15 points while Tyra Billy 
scored 12. 

A big second quarter settled 
the issue for the Choctaw Cen-
tral girls in their game with 
Newton County. The Lady 
Warriors outscored the Lady 
Cougars 26-4 in the second 
quarter. Kylinn Bell led with 
16 points and Mattison Bell 
scored 12.

Warriors start off season 
undefeated after 6 games

By BEN LAND 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Tylertown Chiefs came 

calling to compete against the 
Union Yellow Jackets in the 
second round of the state foot-
ball playoffs. 

As the temperature fell on 
Friday night, so did the hopes 
of the Yellow Jackets as Tyler-
town defeated Union 20-8. 

On the opening kickoff, 
Tylertown’s Jordan Anthony 
ran 80 yards to pay dirt and put 
up the first score of the ball-
game. The Chiefs quarterback 
Amerion Jefferson ran for the 
successful 2-point conversion. 
The score was Tylertown 8 
Union 0. 

With 4:50 to go in the first 
quarter, Kenyon Clay found 
Xavier Boler for a 21-yard 
touchdown pass. Clay scored 

the 2-point conversion and tied 
the score at 8-8. 

The Chiefs responded 
quickly with another score 
when Jefferson found Dillon 
for a 41-yard touchdown pass. 
The 2-point conversion 
attempt failed and Tylertown 
led 14-8. 

The defensive units of both 
teams made their presence felt 
in the second quarter. There 
was a carousel of punts 
between the two teams until 
the last 19 seconds of the first 
half. Jefferson completed a 
touchdown pass in the back of 
the end zone to Lampton. 
However, the 2-point conver-
sion was once again denied by 
the Jacket defensive unit. The 
score at half-time was Tyler-
town 20, Union 8. 

The third quarter began 
with Union receiving the kick-

off. The defensive side of the 
ball took control in the third 
quarter. Neither offensive unit 
was able to move the ball suc-
cessfully during the quarter. 
The third quarter concluded 
with a score of 20-8. 

The last quarter of the game 
was a carbon copy of the third 
quarter. The defensive units for 
both teams were dominant. 
The final possession of the 
game belonged to Tylertown. 
With 2:04 left on the clock, the 
Chiefs were able to maintain 
control of the ball and run out 
the clock. With the victory, the 
Chiefs advanced to the third 
round of the playoffs, where 
they will compete against 
Raleigh on Friday night. Tyler-
town improved to 12-0 on the 
season, while Union finished 
the season 5-7.

Union falls to Tylertown in playoffs

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Leake Academy 

Rebelettes grabbed another 
victory last week. 

The Rebelettes overcame a 
double-digit deficit and 
improved to 6-0 on the season 
with a 57-54 win over Hart-
field Academy on Tuesday 
night in their only action of the 
week while the Rebels lost 76-
48. 

Leake has a full slate of 
games next week as they are 
scheduled to host Kirk on 
Monday, Pillow on Tuesday 
and Central Hinds on Thurs-
day. 

  
Rebelettes 57 
Hartfield 54 

In a rematch of last year’s 
Overall finals, the Lady Rebels 

overcame an early deficit and 
took a 3-point win over the 
Lady Hawks. 

Hartfield led 17-10 at the 
end of the first period and led 
28-14 at one point in the sec-
ond. Leake finished strong and 
outscored Hartfield 18-17 but 
trailed 34-28 at the half. 

Leake started to chip away 
at the Hartfield lead and 
outscored the Lady Hawks 15-
10 in the third and trailed 44-
43 going to the fourth. Leake 
outscored the Lady Hawks 14-
10 in the fourth and took the 
lead on an Allen Kaye Wilcox 
putback late in the fourth. 

Leake was 21-of-46 from 
the field and 7-of-22 from the 
3-point line. 

Miriam Prince led Leake 
with 26 points while Emeri 
Warren had 14 points. Katye 
Jones had 6 points and five 

rebounds while Grace Maxey 
had 6 points and three assists. 

  
Hartfield boys 76 

Rebels 48 
The Rebels faded late as the 

Hawks pulled away to take a 
28-point win in the boys con-
test. 

Each team scored 16 points 
apiece in the first period while 
the Hawks outscored the 
Rebels 12-6 in the second and 
led 28-22 at the half. Hartfield 
pulled away in the second half 
as they outscored Leake 20-17 
in the third and 28-10 in the 
fourth. 

Jack Harkins led Leake 
with 11 points while Sam 
Evans had 10 points. Samuel 
Prince had 9 points while Jake 
Freeny had 8 and Henry Dabbs 
added 7.

Rebelettes rally to top Hartfield

Conerly Trophy finalists announced
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Hall signs with ECCC
Neshoba Central’s Reid Hall signed with East Central Community College to further his 
baseball career.  Reid is a 6-year member of the Rockets baseball team.  He is the son of 
Jason and Candi Hall. Pictured are, front row from left, Cade Hall, Candi Hall, Reid Hall 
and Jason Hall; second row from left, Coach Kip Fulton, Head Coach Jonathon Jones, 
and Coach Joel Cosgrove.

Grisham signs with Ole Miss
Neshoba Central’s Tenly Grisham signed with The University of Mississippi to further her 
career in softball.  Tenly has been a member of the Lady Rocket’s softball team for five 
years and was a member of the 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 MHSAA State Champi-
onship team.  She is the daughter of Jason and Kendal Grisham. Pictured are, front row 
from left,  Jason Grisham, Gracyn Grisham, Tenly Grisham and Kendal Grisham; second 
row from left,  Coach Jonathan Walker, Head Coach Zach Sanders and Coach Taylor 
Petty.
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