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Dr. Craig Martin and his staff will be celebrating 20 years in business next month.

Martin celebrates 20

By JOHN LEE

john@neshobademocrat.com

Philadelphia native Dr.
Craig Martin and staff will
celebrate 20 years of his
dental practice on Dec. 1.

Dr. Martin said opening
his own practice had always
been his goal. And his inspi-
ration came when he was
just two or three years old.

“My mother would take
me to a pediatric dentist in
Jackson, Heber Simmons,
and over the years he be-
came a mentor to me and
was the main inspiration to
my practice,” Dr. Martin
said.

“I have a great staff and,
as the owner, I can be flexi-

ble to accommodate my
kids,” he said. “God really
has blessed us for this and
how great the community
has been.”

His favorite part of run-
ning the practice is interact-
ing with his patients and he
really enjoys the clinical
work. “Our patient support
has really kept us going, and
Neshoba County is such a
great community,” he said.
“They re supporters of local
businesses. A great commu-
nity is a crucial asset.”

The support of the com-
munity has “been awesome
over the years,” said Dr.
Martin, the son of Ricky and
Sandra Martin.

Outside of the office, Dr.

Martin loves spending time
with his wife Amy, a nurse
at Quality Hospice, and their
three children, Meg, 21,
Will, 18, and Seth,15. Dr.
Martin likes to hunt, golf,
and go on family getaways,

especially to  Seaside,
Florida.
When the Neshoba

County Fair was canceled
due to COVID-19, they took
a trip to Blue Ridge, Geor-
gia. They also love to follow
Mississippi State sports.

“All of my kids are in-
volved in sports,” he said.
Meg played travel softball
and he’s coached her team.
Will is at Leake Academy
and plays football and Seth
plays basketball.
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“We’re very active in
keeping up with our kids, so
it’s very busy for us a lot of
the time,” he said, especially
with a dental practice and
three basketball games a
week — plus football games
thrown in too.

The coronavirus pan-
demic has been a challenge
because they were shut
down by the state for a while
and currently are still deal-
ing with pandemic proto-
cols. However, his practice
is still going strong.

“These past 20 years
have flown by and a lot of
that is me loving this job,
and I hope I can do this for
another 20 years,” he said. “I
can’t think of anything else

I’d rather be doing, and I
can’t think of anywhere else
I'd want to live than
Neshoba County. We’re
proud to be here and serve
this community.”

Office Manager Michelle
Chandler started working
for Dr. Martin in 2000 when
he opened, left in 2010, and
just recently came back to
work for him again last year
after working for the
Philadelphia Public Schools.

“He deserves all the
recognition he can get,”
Chandler said. “He has such
a great attitude and does the
best job he can with his
work and cares about all of
his patients.”

Originally from Merid-

years in practice

ian, dental  hygienist
Amanda Young has worked
for Martin for 18 years. “I
was looking for jobs in the
area and couldn’t find one,”
she said. “Thankfully, I de-
cided to apply at Craig Mar-
tin DMD, and now here I am
almost 20 years later.”

Dr. Martin knows the
people and “he’s a people
person and he’s developed a
lot of good dental-patient re-
lationships,” she said.

Dr. Craig Martin General
Dentistry and Facial Aes-
thetics is located at 1001
East Main Street in Philadel-
phia. For more information,
visit craigmartindds.com or
call 601-656-3366.
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THANKYOU
LADIES!

We appreciate all that you do.

' Gwen Ryals, Patsy McKinnion,
- = _;-' Kristen Page, Cheryl Fuller,
0 i Andencn, St ik St G i i iy ety | Tanequa Gill, Ann Phillips,
Thank you to all of our great employees here at PSI and Yvette Steele, Leigh Anne Winstead,
to all of the other working people in our communities. Paula Boatner, Gail Miles
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| Philadelphia Utilities
PHILADEPHIA-SECURITY INSURANCE
Jr— 435 Myrtle Street * 601-656-1121

802 Kosciusko Road » Philadelphia, MS » 601.656.4401 » www.philasec.com
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Thank you to our BG

fantastic team!

Front Row (Seated) Left to right: Debbie Webb, Jo Ann Nicholson, Shannon Quinn Phlladelphlal MS
2nd Row Left to Right: Trent Rickles, Patrick Eubanks, Brad Gray, Sam Rudolph, Brantley Ingram, Peggy Johnson, Jason Peavy 60] '656'70]]

3rd Row Left to Right: Kade Webb, Doug Bates, Jeffrey Nicholson, David Adkins, Chris Eubanks, Jody Sharp, Justin Ward, Nathan s
Grimes, Jeff Lee, Michael Sharpston, Richard Rickles, Taylor Irby & Justin Webb. www.bandgequ'p.com

EQUIPMENT

LOGGING EQUIPMENT FULL SERVICE DEALER



By DUNCAN DENT

duncan@neshobademocrat.com

The man who keeps the
water running in the county
may be the guy you see run-
ning.

Central Water Associa-
tion announced the promo-
tion of John Wilkerson to
general manager in October.

A native of Faulkner in
Tippah County, Wilkerson
moved to Philadelphia in
2004 to work for Farm Bu-
reau Insurance and be closer
to his wife’s family.

He started at Central
Water in 2014 as a well op-
erator trainee and progressed
to a certified well operator,
manager trainee and assis-
tant manager in 2019.

“I am excited to start a
new challenge with Central
Water Association and look
forward to working with the
team,” Wilkerson said. “I
am fortunate to work with
such a respected company
that prides itself on produc-
ing quality water and cus-

tomer service.’

Wilkerson studied insur-
ance and risk management
at the University of Missis-
sippi and holds a bachelor of
business administration de-
gree.

He said that he was
drawn to Central Water by
its essential properties.

“I like providing a serv-
ice that means something,”
Wilkerson said. “Water is
something people live on
and use everyday. They
don’t always know we are
here but sometime we will
have a crew out all night
making sure that those cus-
tomers have water in the
morning. Everybody needs
it.”

He’s active in the com-
munity and serves as vice
president of the Chamber of
Commerce and treasurer of
the Sertoma Club.

In his free time, Wilker-
son enjoys running, an activ-
ity he discovered in order to
shed a few inevitable

pounds after college.

John Wilkerson with wife Laney and children Ryals
and Arly.

PRINCE

OIL 2 co.

257 West Beacon St. « Philadelphia « 601.650.3689 §j)
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Wilkerson tappe to lead Central Water

“After college you tend
to pickup some weight so I
thought I would try it to
keep the weight off but it has
really become a stress re-
liever for me,” Wilkerson
said.

Wilkerson runs between
four and five times a week
clocking between 15 and 20
miles in that time.

Since taking up running,
Wilkerson has completed
three full marathons, run
five or six half marathons
and competed in the Ser-
toma Club’s Heart O’ Dixie
Triathlon  during  the
Neshoba County Fair.

“Thats a tough event,”
Wilkerson said. “You could
say say I participate rather
than compete in that. I did
the full thing two years
ago.”

Wilkerson is married to
Laney Ryals of Philadelphia
and she is employed with
Horn Family Dental as a
dental hygienist.

They have a son, Ryals, a
fifth grader at Leake Acad-

Front, left ta right: Jo Helen Daly, Pam Nazary,
Mancy Walker. Back, left to right: Jhoddaka Leverette,

emy, and a daughter, Arly
Ruth, who is in K-5 at Leake
Academy.

Wilkerson said he enjoys
spending time with his fam-
ily. His son recently began
playing baseball and he said
travel ball games have be-
come a favorite activity for
the family as well as follow-
ing the Ole Miss Rebels
Athletics.

The general manager is
responsible for managing
and directing the operations
of CWA to ensure compli-
ance with state statutes, as-
sociation goals, policies,
resolutions and applicable
governmental regulations to
support high-quality, cost-
effective and dependable
water service.

“We are excited about the
promotion of John to gen-
eral manager,” said board
president Steve Breland.
“We feel confident with
John’s business manage-
ment and leadership skills
he will lead Central Water in
serving our members.”

Kathy Pinter. Deanna Jones, Doris Russell,

Alice

Chapman, Crystal Germany

150 Hespital Read » 601-656-4343
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Williarm Craig Martin, DMD Amandn Eason, RDH

Left to right: Robin White, Laurie Johnson

PERRY CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

Since 1934

242 W. Main Street = Philadelphia
601-656-4283

Teela Woodson, RDH = Michelle Chandler, Office Manogerssss=
Not pictured: Beth Moss, Dental Assistant. -

Dr CRAIG MARTIN_EE, q

General Dent:stry & Fm:n:-f Esthetics
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hard-working
staft!

Left to right: Paulia Chunn,
Kim Clark, Wanniese Whitehead,
and Juanita Williams
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Thank you to the best team in town! \ N

It is your dedication
that has contributed
to the success of
The Citizens Bank.

We are grateful for each of our employees
who deliver high-quality service and solutions
to our customers each & every day.

Thank you for being in our corner.

I The
I: Citizens Bank..

Proudly serving:
Attala, Forrest, Harrison, Jackson, Lafayette, Lamar, Lauderdale, Leake, Kemper, Madison,
Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin, Scott and Winston counties.

Specializing in Bridal Jewelry since 1998

201 W, Beacon St Philadelphia, * 601-656-9708 = Bobby M. Smith and Bobbic Kay Waddell, Chwners
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THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZi NG STAFF!
We appreclate all of your hard work
OUR TEAM: (L to R) Junior Collins, Thomas Walton, Trent Williams,

Kim Hollingsworth, Triston Vance, Ryan Kilpatrick, Patricia Phillips, Robert Tolbert,
Cathy Tolbert, Ellon Stovall, Gene Tolbert, John Keith, Not Pictured: Ron Ferguson

f.-.l'-l-lILADEI.PHlA AUTO SALES | TOLBERT

261W Beacon St » Philadelphia, MS 39350 « 601-650-0020 CHEVROLET/BUICK
WWW.PHILLYAUTOSALES.COM 1040 W BEACON ST+ PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 + (601) 656-4802




Page 8, Progress, November 18, 2020

W (o

TO ALL OUR TEAM MEMBERS THAT ARE HELPING US
GER SAFER COMMUNITY FOR EVERYONE

o~ — The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way
e~ healthcare workers take care of our patients and
our employees. Protecting our staff and our
patients is a priority!

In an effort to decrease the spread of COVID-19
and Flu, Neshoba General continues to take extra
steps to protect our patients, staff, visitors and
community.

We have guidelines in place to keep everyone

as safe as possible.

+ Screening everyone at entry, including our
physicians and team members.

+ Everyonewearsamaskatalltimes,including
our physicians and team members.

+ Required social distancing in all
waiting areas

+ Limited visitation policy in place

+ Using UV-C lights to clean and disinfect
our patient rooms for added assurance

We have increased other daily cleaning and
sanitation to sterilize patient rooms in our clinics

Neshoba County General Hospital — Nursing Home complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingtiistica. Llame al (601) 663-1200. R A
CHU Y: Néu ban néi Tiéng Viét, cé céc dich vu hd trg ngdn ngir mién phi danh cho ban. Goi s& (601) 663-1200. ( ; E I q E L

Dedicated to Excellence in Healthcare www.neshobageneral.com
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