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Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 
50 percent.

Our 39th year

KADEMI

Mosley and Parks Darracott maneuver through six inches of mud at the Flea Market on Saturday.

The Winsteads don’t buy their Fair fish, they 
catch them. Cooking and eating good food made 
by their hands is a Fair tradition at the Winstead 
Cabin 194. 

“We don’t buy our fish,” Lee Winstead said. 
“We catch them. I have a place on the Barnett 
Reservoir. I am known to crappy fish a lot.” 

A highlight is Saturday night when they have 
a fish fry which usually consists on catfish and 
crappy. 

“We also hunt our deer meat, too,” said Lee’s 
wife, Hilda Winstead. 

The Winsteads sleep about 10 to 12 people 

during Fair week. 
“You find out you have a lot of friends if you 

have a Fair cabin,” Lee said with a smile. “A lot 
of our grandchildren live (elsewhere), and we 
enjoy seeing them. We have a lot of traditions to 
enjoy spending time with them.” 

The Winsteads aren’t big on desserts, but there 
is an exception. Their son, Jeff, loves caramel 
cake. 

“My sister, Margaret Goldman, started cook-
ing him a caramel cake in 2004,” said Hilda. 
“That was the year  when he came back from 
Iraq.” 

Lee Winstead is a lifelong resident of Neshoba 
County. 

“I would hitch-hike to the Fair,” Lee Winstead 

said. “I had a first cousin who showed cows. 
Years ago, when they brought the cattle in, they 
spent the night with those cows in the dairy barn. 
I would sleep with them at the dairy barn.” 

His family would come for a day at the Fair. 
“My father and mother (Vester and Mattie Lou 

Winstead) would bring us,” Lee Winstead said. 
“We would bring a picnic lunch. We might not 
come stay (only) one day but my parents loved 
the Fair.” 

Lee Winstead said he and some friends 
camped out in a tent at the Fair one year. 

“Right where the petting barn is now and the 
amusement rides are, there was a pine thicket,” 
Lee Winstead said. “We put a tent up in those pine 

Winsteads catch their Fair food

See WINSTEAD, page 6A

By Steve Swogetinsky
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The Fair Board is offering 
2020 wrist bands, parking passes 
and barn passes at the Fair office 
on the Square as souvenirs. 

Joseph Breazeale, 21, of 
Cabin 57 and a Philadelphia na-
tive, said he did not want a gap 
in his collection. 

“I already have one for every 
other year and when I saw they 
were selling them for a dollar I 
had to come by and get one,” 
Joseph said. 

He said his girlfriend, Skyler 
Montgomery, also 21 and also 
from Philadelphia, saw that the 
board was offering 2020 wrist 
bands on Instagram. 

Fair Board member Kaye 
Rowell was manning the table 
on Friday. She said by lunch 
they had sold about 150 wrist 
bands. 

“That's pretty good,” Rowell 
said. “We just put the announce-
ment out last night.” 

Wrist bands and barn passes 
are $1. Cabin owners can also 
pick up their envelope of two car 
passes for $2. 

Rowell said they expect to be 
at the office with the bands be-
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. every 
day. She said to monitor the 
Fair’s social media for an-
nouncements. She said there 
should be enough for everybody. 

“We have plenty,’ She said. 
“We should not run out.” 

Rowell said her family has a 
tradition of cutting their wrist-
bands off on the last day and put-
ting them in a shadow box. She 
said she had one person come in 
and buy 20 wristbands. 

“They said it was for an art 
project,” Rowell said. “I have no 
idea what they are going to do.” 

Moments after Joseph left 
the office his twin brother 
William Breazeale came by to 
buy a wristband. He said he was 
going to add the band to his col-
lection.

2020 souvenir wristbands, passes on sale
By Duncan Dent

Joseph Breazeale shows off his souvenir 2020 wristband with girlfriend Skyler Montgomery.
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Jeff Winstead, Ford Winstead, Leigh Laine Winstead, Hilda Winstead and Lee Winstead

Winstead 
Continued from page 1A

trees and spent the week. That was a 
long time ago.” 

The Winsteads love to go to the 
horse races. 

“I love the horse racing. That is 
my favorite thing,” Winstead said. 
“I love the Veterans Day program. 
I am not real high on the programs 
at night. I go but that’s not my fa-
vorite thing. I like the political 
speaking. 

“What I really love is we have 
neighbors from Houston, Texas,” 
Lee Winstead said. “They came in 
last night. I really enjoyed seeing 
them. I enjoy spending time with 
people I haven’t seen but once a 
year,” 

“I like to sit out on the front 
porch and see who walks by,” Hilda 
said. “And seeing after grand kids.” 

The Winsteads have been in 
their cabin location since 1973. The 
cabin is the original structure made 
out of rough lumber with many im-
provements, such as air condition-
ing, added over the years.
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Antique car show at Founders Square today
Organizers expect some 60 to 65 

antique automobiles to converge on 
Founders Square today for the annual 
Antique Car Show. 

"I always like to be there early so 
I can find a good place to park my 
car," said James Frank Chaney, who 
along with Larry Nicholson has coor-
dinated the show for about the past 
17 years. 

Chaney said people from through-
out the state come to show their an-
tique vehicles and to see antique 
vehicles. Many of the vehicles on dis-
play are local. 

The Tinsley family of Philadel-
phia plans to take their truck, Big 
Red, a 1948 F5 Ford truck that was 
owned by the late-Plez Tinsley Sr. to 
the show. 

Plez left the truck to sons Billy 
and Mike after he died in 1995 and 
the brothers recently completed a 
restoration of Big Red. 

“It went to the wire getting Big 
Red ready,” Billy said. “My nephew 
Thomas Tinsley installed a new car-

buretor in the nick of time. I took it 
for a test drive and it is now parked 
within a mile of the Fairgrounds at 
sister Jo Ann’s home. All systems 
go.” 

The carburetor is just the latest el-
ement in the frame-off restoration 
that repaired the metal on the truck 
and gave Big Red a fresh bright red 
paint job. 

Big Red is a step up from a regular 
pickup truck with a bigger frame than 
a regular pickup truck and has a V8 
flathead engine with a four on the 
floor. Big Red is decked out with a 
flatbed and a large wench on a boom 
that is perfect for hauling timber or 
pulling other vehicles out of jams and 
towing them. 

Plez Sr. used to take Big Red to 
the Fair years ago and the family is 
excited to be bringing it back to the 
Fair this year. 

“Hopefully maybe we can get a 
picture of all of … Daddy’s great-
grandchildren at the Fair,” said Jo 
Ann Tinsley-Rounsaville. “It would 
be a great time to do that. He would 
be tickled to death.”

By Sarah Watkins

The Tinsley’s “Big Red” will be on display at the antique car show.
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Maggie Bradley, Liam Bradley, Tommy Bradley, Jessie Pendergrass, Heather Pendergrass and Audrey 
Pendergrass take a stroll through the Midway.

Bethany Chunn, Darci Chunn, Eli Chunn and Charleigh 
Speele feed the animals at the petting zoo.
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Daniel Wile of Meridian braved the hu-
midity and the weather to win the 41st Heart 
O’ Dixie Triathlon Saturday morning. 

Wile finished the course with a time of 
2:07.37.  

Megan Davis of Biloxi was the first fe-
male finisher.  

The first Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon was 
first run in 1980. It was the longest running 
triathlon in the United States until it was 
paused last year.  

The triathlon begins with the .5 mile 
swim at Lake Tiak-O'Khata. That’s followed 
by the 27.5 mile bike race which progresses 
through the rolling red clay hills down High-
way 25 to Philadelphia. It concludes with a 
seven-mile run to the Neshoba County Fair-
grounds.  

As always, a large crowd gathered at the 
Grand Stands afterwards for the awards cer-
emony. 

The Heart o’ Dixie Triathlon is a project 
of the Philadelphia Sertoma Club, which has 
done the event ever since the start. All money 
raised goes back to the community through 
various projects.

Wile wins Saturday’s Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon
By Steve Swogetinsky

Daniel Wile of Meridian crosses the finish line in first place.
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Sarah Kate Nolan, 6, holds a bunny at the petting zoo.



Page 11A, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

 
 

  

  

  

est B

Philad
edRush M  

 

  

  

  

wishes for

delphia
linical Cdic  
 

  

  

  

, fur a sa ,fe

 
 

  

  

  

nd heaaun

 
 

  

  

  

ir Waaalthyy F

 
 

  

  

  

ek!eeW

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

rida–FyondaM
linicC

A division of 

Philad
 

 

  

  

  

.m.8 a.m.–6 py a
c hours

d Hospitalirf La

delphia
 

 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

elceW
alkaW

8 ay daturaS

 
 

  

  

  

ome!c
k-ins

a.m.–12 noon

 
 

  

  

  

F
6

rD .. Krista Boyett

 
 

  

  

  

Pro

or appointment
01.656.692

te   •   rDr.. Patrick Eake

 
 

  

  

  

oviders

s:
21

s   •   hris WrDr.. C Weebb   

 
 

  

  

  

•   Kayla Barnett, FNP

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

1106 Central Drive

 
 

  

  

  

|   Philadelphia, MS 39350    |   ru

 
 

  

  

  

ushhealthsystems.org

 
 

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  

Mamie Marshall, 10, and Hallie Hilman, 11, walk around the petting zoo.
Minah Mooney, Zach Stewart, Tracey Yates, Audie Steward and Eva McGee 
spend quality time together on the front porch.
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Addy Walker Phillips and Laney Griffis enjoy the rides!
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Emma and Evie Jackson make the best of the Fair rain.Cousins Luke Powell, Rhett Powell and Jack Haggard test the age-old question 
of how many kids can fit in a cardboard box!
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Tammy Godwin, Alice Reese, Peyton Posey, and Harper Posey walk through the stables.
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Joe Collins’ memory will live on at Cabin 
920, or Joe’s Place, which he built in the early 
1980s. 

"He passed away in February 2020, so this 
will be our first year without him," said Mary 
Kate Collins Hollingsworth, Joe Collins’ 
granddaughter.  

Joe’s Place still retains the old couches Joe 
Collins furnished the cabin with in the 1980s, 
and the two-story cabin sleeps between 25 and 
30 people.  

"Originally where our cabin was built, there 
were no other fair cabins in front of it, so you 
could sit here and watch the horse races,” 
Hollingsworth said.  

Mary Kate Collins Hollingsworth said her 
grandfather would want them to celebrate the 
Fair and keep his legacy alive. This year the 
family plans to sit around their porch and tell 
their favorite stories of their grandfather.  

"He'd want us to keep eating, playing domi-
nos or cards and enjoy the Fair as if he were 
here," Mary Kate Hollingsworth said.  

Even though this will be Cabin 920’s first 

year without Joe Collins, a new generation of 
children will be participating and bringing 
loads of entertainment to the cabin.  

"We have had many births this year and 
marriages," Mary Kate said. 

Mary Kate Collins Hollingsworth got mar-
ried this year, and so did her brother Hugh 
Collins. Both siblings also have babies that 
will be at the Fair this year.  

One of the Collins family traditions is 
cooking lots of food. Every Saturday, they 
cook seafood.  

The big thing the family did when Joe 

Collins was still alive was to wake up early and 
sit with him while he watched the races.  

"Not everyone went, but if you typically 
went, he was going wake you up,” Mary Kate 
said.  

The family is looking forward to seeing old 
Fair friends and introducing the new babies, 
Parker Jo Collins, Hugh and Hanna Collins’ 
baby girl, and Ladner Hollingsworth, Mary 
Kate and Zach Hollingsworth’s baby boy. 

"It's going to be a tough but exciting year," 
Mary Kate Hollingsworth said.

FAIR LIVING The Fair Times. B
SUNDAY

Hanna Collins, Parker Jo Collins, Jon David Collins, Ladner Hollingsworth and Mary Kate Hollingsworth 

By Sarah Watkins

Collins’ legacy kept alive at Joe’s Place
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Joyner Applebee, 2, Emery Weaver, 1, and Baylor Weaver, 3, share the porch swing with a trio of dogs.



Page 3B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021



Page 4B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

Jane Beasley, Reid Griffin, Madeline Griffin, 
Caroline Mars and Minnie Gamblin walk 
around the Midway.JP Hancock, Matthew Nowell, Ryder White, Sanders Griffis, Rhett Stovall and Will Williams hit the Midway.
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Jenny Nance of Nance Cabin 224 
has enjoyed the festivities of the Fair 
for more than 70 years, as she has 
been attending the Fair since she was 
just 6 years old.  

Nance’s original cabin, formerly 
named Ford Cabin 224, was built by 
her late father in 1957, who con-
structed the cabin from lumber off a 
tenant house on her old family farm. 
After the old cabin was torn down, 
what is now known as Nance Cabin 
224 began construction in 1994.  

“The cabin was left to me, so it’s 
the Nance Cabin now,” Nance said. 
“We’re planning to renovate the 
cabin again next year with metal sid-
ings and other things made to last.” 

Nance, 77, a native and lifelong 
resident of Clinton, said her favorite 
thing to do at the Fair is to visit with 
her neighbors, as the majority of the 
people around her in nearby cabins 
are people she only sees only once a 
year.  

“Some of my other neighbors are 
from Florida and Texas,” Nance 

said. “We also have another cabin 
across the  

Racetrack and two of my hus-
band’s sons stay in there. It’s just like 

a family reunion every year.”  
Nance said she always invites 

family and friends to attend the Fair 
"I always tell them, ‘You either 

like it or you don’t,’” Nance said. “‘If 
you can't stand the heat or the dust or 
the dirt, don't come.’” 

Nance also has plenty of com-
pany that comes to her cabin on the 
first Saturday of the Fair each year.  

“We always have a lot of com-
pany that comes that day, usually 
around 25 and 30 people,” Nance 
said. “We always look forward to the 
beauty pageant, and Hardy perform-
ing. We just look forward to every-
thing.” 

Nance said the Fair is a place to 
relax and have fun, and every time 
you turn around, you’re eating. She 
spends weeks cooking and getting 
ready, but the preparation is worth it. 
When it’s all over, she’s already 
looking forward to the Fair again 
next year.  

“When you come here, you have 
to be happy,” she said. “We’re glad 
to be here and see everybody. It’s a 
fun place to be.”

Nance has 70 years of Fair memories
By John Lee

Jenny Nance relaxes on her front porch of Nance Cabin 224.



Page 6B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

  

  

  

YOUR HEALTH

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

YY

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

ABHOSE

UYOYOU
N

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

SI
HH

ACIDE M

RR 
A

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

RR PUO
AAEEHH

COSS ALA

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

YTIRIOR
HHLTLT

SETATIC A

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

HH

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

MLANRETTNIN

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

EENIDEM CIN

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 ANAMCINNILI

S I

G

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

RR PUO

E

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

YTIRIOR

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 EE

CIRAIDEPEDIATRIC M

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

YDAE
THG

WDWIIGHT KEA

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

C-PPN

,YBR
YYELE

DARB

FN

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 EANACINILCLI G

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 
TTNEMEMEN

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

N
CDDEM
IDIC

E
I

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

EEN
ICIN

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

DD,YDA

O
D

R-
B A

L
ADI

M

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

EELLEHSHEL

YYGO
LO

D
R

L
ADIOLOG

L

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

EENCDI
E

LLIMI
Y

D
MED

ICIIN

E

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

RAILUJPPFN,,NO
DRAHC

NN
ANN

RIICHARDSON CNF

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

DD
,,ABBA

BARLDD,YELIR M
ARAIIB TABBA

M  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

Internal Medicine 

Family Medicine  \

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

EEEESSUUOOH-NNOIPECE

- RECEPTI
HO

KK

\  601.656.6116

\  601.656.1001

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

GGNPPEEEE IE N

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

MAAF

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

Pediatric Medicine
  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

e  \  601.656.9900 

All service
in the Med

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

es located on the N
dical Pavilion

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

CRREHAEHEATHE
G Campus

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

MHTYLIAHDM,OONAAC NN N E O

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

OO,NNOPPM SO
D

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

A
Neshoba County General Hospital – Nursi
ATTENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su d
CHÚ Ý:

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

ing Home complies with applicable Federal civ
isposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia ling

513 E. Hos

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

vil rights laws and does not discriminate on the
güística. Llame al (601) 663-1200. 

spital Road \ Philad

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

e basis of race, color, national origin, age, disab

elphia, MS 39350

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

wwww

bility, or sex.

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

omc.alrneegabshone.w.wwww

  

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
   

 

 
 

 
            

 

 

 

m



Page 7B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

Kezia Miller splashes in a mud puddle after a downpour.
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Gentry Holley and Jack Haggard wait for the rodeo to begin. Mabry Ann McBride, 2, and Sadie Nell, 6 months, celebrate their first Fair.
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The Breland Bungalow was built by the late Raymond Bre-
land with materials from a family-owned supply store in the early 
1970s.  

Michael Beckham, who stays at the Bungalow, appreciates 
his grandfather's hard work to make their cabin feel like a home.  

In the past, Beckham worked in the oil field out of Texas and 
he would have to ask to take off 2 to 3 years in advance to be 
able to attend the Fair. Now Beckham is self-employed and 
works as a cabling contractor for Mississippi electric co-ops.  

"It's much easier to make the fair," Beckham said of his new 
work.  

Beckham and his fiancé, Laurel Ball of Louisville, started 
going to the Fairgrounds to grill or ride around this year as soon 
as the electricity was turned on in May. 

At first, Ball did not understand how seriously Beckham took 
the Fair. Now Ball feels the same way Beckham does about the 
Fair.  

Beckham and his mother, Terri Breland Eaves, a native of 
Philadelphia, live in the Linwood community in Neshoba County 
and are not far from the Fairgrounds.  

"The Fair is a reunion that never gets passed up," Beckham 
said.  

The Breland Bungalow cabin residents do a lot of cooking, 
with Beckham and his family members taking turns cooking.  

"If you ever make your way over to the Bungalow, you defi-
nitely won't leave hungry," Beckham said. 

By Sarah Watkins

Breland Bungelow is where family reunites

Michael Beckham
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Cabin history began with a simple phone call

Bethany Jones Chunn, Darci Chunn and Leigh Ann Jones 

One phone call 20 years ago led to the 
Jones and Chunn families buying Cabin 201-
A.  

LeighAnn Moore Jones recalls receiving 
a telephone call from Scott and Carla Johnson, 
the previous owners of Cabin 201-A.  

"Sometime in the middle of that year, 
Carla called and said, ‘I know y’all like the 
cabin. Would you be interested in buying?’ 
And we said, ‘Yes!’” LeighAnn Jones said.  

This year, the family did some minor ren-
ovations, such as putting in new cabinets and 
getting new furniture for the downstairs living 
room.  

At the time, LeighAnn's oldest daughter, 
Bethany, whose married name now is Chunn, 
was 5 and her youngest son, Cole Jones, was 
1.  

The family could tell Cabin 201-A was lo-
cated in an excellent neighborhood for them 
and their children.  

Now LeighAnn's granddaughter Darci 
Chunn, 3, is growing up in the same Fair 
cabin her mother, Bethany, enjoyed as a child.  

The family enjoys attending pre-fair 
events each year almost as much as attending 
the Fair.  

"During pre-fair, you get to know your 

neighbors because once the fair starts, it's so 
busy," Jones said. "This is one of those neigh-
borhoods where they’re first-year fair neigh-
bors, then you’re friends, and then they 
become your family.”  

The Chunns and Joneses, who live about 
a mile from the Fairgrounds, keep in contact 
with their Fair family throughout the year. 
They take their vacation time during the Fair 
each year, and they also keep a countdown 
until the power comes on at the Fair.  

One of the families’ traditions is having a 
big Sunday lunch with Jones' husband, Chris' 
family, and the Womble family. The lunch in-
cludes country vegetables and ham.  

LeighAnn Jones also put her spin on the 
cabin with her original artwork pieces. Jones 
painted different designs on the staircase and 
painted a kitchen table with Fair cabins.  

"She's a painter," Bethany Jones Chunn 
said of her mother.  

Some fairgoers will ask Jones to do signs 
and paintings for their cabins.  

The Jones and Chunns go to the annual car 
show to support their Pawpaw, Mack Jones, 
who usually has two or three cars at the event.  

This year LeighAnn and Bethany said they 
plan to take 3-year-old Darci to the first pag-
eant she will be old enough to remember at 
the Fair.

By Sarah Watkins
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Brooks Martin and Cruz Sullivan shoot waterguns off their porch at passersby.



Page 12B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

Laura Cieglo, Violet Jo Riddell, Mollie Riddell, 
Eliza Riddell, Rick Riddell and Bennett Riddell 
take a walk to the petting zoo.

Alex Alley, Will Stokes and Maggie Darracot enjoy some time together and catching up.
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Janice Sansing, Larkin Sciple, Tammy Martin, Kayla Martin and Wyatt Martin visit on the porch.

Emmy Ruth DeWeese, David DeWeese, Michelle DeWeese, Ginger DeWeese,  Laurel Casstevens, Ginny 
Casstevens and Nikki Casstevens Facetime a friend on the porch.

A cake from the Breland Cabin 270-A 

Evie Clair Jackson enjoys her first Fair Rodeo!



Page 14B, The Fair Times, July 25, 2021

Joyner Applebee, 2, and her cousin Baylor Weaver, 3, splash through the rain and puddles.
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PerformanceTherapy
Comprehensive Care • Hands-on Treatment • Proven Results

PELAHATCHIE

CARTHAGEBRANDON CANTON FLORENCE

RAYMOND

GLUCKSTADT

PHILADELPHIAMAGEE WIGGINS

PELAHATCHIE

CARTHAGE

BRANDON

CANTON

FLORENCE

RAYMOND

GLUCKSTADT

PHILADELPHIA

MAGEE

WIGGINS

When you’re in pain, nothing seems right. You miss out on your favorite activities. You 

may miss work and be unable to earn a living or provide for your family. At Performance 

Therapy in central Mississippi, we offer hands-on methods to relieve your pain and 

improve your function and mobility as quickly as possible.

Whether you are nursing a sports injury, suffering from chronic back or neck pain, 

healing from orthopedic surgery, or recovering from a stroke, you want a rehabilitation 

practice that gives you the time and attention you deserve.

At Performance Therapy, we’re focused on your recovery. Our physical, occupational, 

and speech therapists help people from all walks of life regain their physical function and 

mobility. Whether you’re recovering from a sports injury, stroke, or orthopedic surgery, or 

you’re suffering from chronic neck or back pain, you’ll want to visit the rehabilitation 

specialists who give you the time and personalized attention you deserve. We’ve been 

serving patients like you in central Mississippi since 2004.

The road to recovery starts
with Performance Therapy. 

10 Convenient Locations across Central Mississippi:

1883 Highway 43 South
Suite C
(601) 667-3144

1301 W. Government St.
Suite 104
(601) 591-7540

2990 Highway 49 S
Suite A
(601) 891-8179

464 Church Road
Suite 400
(601) 707-5943

1081 Highway 16 W
(601) 267-3241

201 S. Brooks Avenue
(601) 759-5006

720 3rd Street SW
(601) 439-7042

13010 Highway 18
(601) 857-2229

BATSON PHYSICAL THERAPY
711 Hall Street
(601) 928-6110

921 W. Beacon Street
(601) 650-0002

SPECIALIZING IN: PEDIATRICS | AQUA THERAPY | PELVIC FLOOR THERAPY | DRY NEEDLING THERAPY |
SPORTS INJURIES | CHRONIC BACK PAIN | SURGICAL RECOVERY | STROKE RECOVERY | SPEECH THERAPY | 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY | PHYSICAL THERAPY | WORK CONDITIONING | WORK HARDENING | FCE

START LIVING YOUR LIFE TO THE FULLEST POTENTIAL. 
FEEL BETTER-FAST. PERSONALIZED CARE. COMPREHENSIVE CARE. 

HANDS-ON-TREATMENT. PROVEN RESULTS.

Call Performance Therapy at (601) 650-0002 to schedule your appointment at one of our
Central Mississippi locations, or you can request one online at www. performancetherapy.info.
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SUNDAY

Color the 

Fair

RULES

1.) Color the Fair on this page or a paper plate or paper if your cabin has any. 
2.) Email a photo of your drawing to fairphotos@neshobademocrat.com with 
ID and age before Wednesday at noon. Color and email any time before the 
deadline and we’ll publish the best daily. 
 
No official age restrictions because we’re certain some enterprising adults 
will get a late-night notion to color on a porch. We’re on the honor system 
here. Trickery may be published and possibly awarded if it’s good. But we're 
not responsible if your neighbor signs your name. 
 
Verified youngsters, however, will be given publishing preference. We’re 
looking for creativity and emotion. We can only take so many jokes. A panel 
of top-secret judges will award a prize to be announced in Friday’s Fair 
Times. No calls, please.
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Deborah McKee looks forward to En-
joying spending time with her friends at 
the Fair each year. 

McKee is retired from the Madison 
Police Department. She and her husband, 
Reggie, live in DeKalb. 

“I married Reggie and have been com-
ing here for the past eight years,” McKee 
said. “It is like taking a burden off of my 
heart. I have never seen so many friends 
in my life. I love seeing the same people 
every year. 

“It’s the same group every year. I help 
with the cooking. The week before the 
Fair, all of us get together and cook some-
thing different every night. And then we 
enjoy doing things when the Fair starts.” 

McKee is a fan of the horse racing. 
“My favorite part of the Fair is the 

horse racing,” McKee said. “Someone 
asked me the other day if I am coming to 
shake the bucket. They have chips and we 
bet on the horses. I love that part.” 

She also likes to go to the concerts. 
“I have a friend who has a cabin and 

we go down and spend time when them,” 
she said. 

McKee said the one thing about stay-

ing at the camp grounds is that she can go 
down and enjoy the activities. And then 
she can leave all the excitement there and 
come back to the quiet of the camp 
grounds. 

This year will be a little sad for McKee 
after her mother-in-law, Odessa White-
head, died last year. 

“I think about her every time I walk by 
her camp space,” McKee said. “My 
daughter is in her spot this year. They had 
been coming for years and years.” 

McKee said friends from out of town 
come to stay with them. 

“Right now, it is me and Reggie,” 
McKee said. “Some of his people from 
Louisiana come every year. One of his 
cousins, Troy, was on the ‘Swamp Peo-
ple.’ He catches the alligators with his 
hands. He is trying to come this year.” 

McKee is enjoying spending time with 
her grandson, Josh. He likes the rides, 
McKee is a big Mississippi State fan and 
is happy that the Bulldog baseball team 
won the college baseball World Series. 
She doesn’t attend the games but she en-
joys watching them on television. A friend 
who attended the World Series in Omaha 
brought her a T-shirt which she was 
proudly wearing. She is also an Alabama 
fan.

By Steve Swogetinsky

Reggie and Deborah McKee

McKee enjoys time with campground pals
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Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce 

Small Farmer Raising Timber, Cattle, 
Chickens and Blueberries

Pro-Life Legislator of the Year 2014

Endorsed by NRA & Recipient of the 
2013 NRA Defender of Freedom Award

Ordained Baptist Minister

Southern U.S. Trade Association 
President

Husband to Leslie; Father of Joseph, 
Benjamin, Abigail and Sarah

andygipson.com

CommissionerAndyGipson @CommAndyGipson CommAndyGipson

Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

As YOUR Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, I welcome you 
back to the Neshoba County Fair. The traditions here, the family time, the 
entertainment and fun have all grown from the roots of an agricultural 
event, much like the economy of Mississippi. I'm working for you to keep 
Mississippi's agriculture growing, our trade moving, and the supply lines 
flowing so we all have safe, healthy, affordable and abundant food. I'm 
putting conservative government to work for you.

- Andy Gipson
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Sophia Sauceda, 13, draws the house from the Pixar movie “Up” on the front of 
her cabin. 

Abby Fleming celebrates 9-month-old Parks Posey’s first Fair.
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Tommy Deweese, Kathy Luke, Bob Luke, Matt Robertson and Elizabeth Luke prepare for a full day at the Fair.
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Jarred Fleming and Allen Hines do some people-watching on the front porch.Seth Hollingsworth, Ross Nicholson and Charley Hollingsworth 
take a break from exploring the Fairgrounds.
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Jennifer Nance Rogers, Jason Rogers and Ginny Nance sit at Happy Hollow.

Above, Alan Hymel and 
Samantha Hymel are ex-
cited for this year’s Fair. 

At right, Suzan Stephens-
Bounds and Mark H. 

Bounds in Cabin 250 on 
Sunset Strip. Suzan has 
been coming to the Fair 
since she was 2 weeks 

old. 

Above, Will Owen, Debra Yates and 
Miles Owen escape the sun on the 
front porch. At left, Dick Wheelock, 
Megan McCoy, Margaret Mayfield, 
Melinda Mclaurin, Alison Mayfield 
and Rob Mayfield catch up before the 
day gets started. 

Rylee Hardy, 7, Elles Mercer, 7, and Tynlee Hardy, 5, play in front of their cabin. 



As Mississippi’s flagship university dedicated to  
the success and advancement of this state, we’re proud to 

recognize Mississippi’s Giant House Party. 

of leadership and fellowship.

the Neshoba County Fair has built a

LEGACY
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Debbie McCoy has enjoyed spending 
time with her friends and family playing 
cards and Scrabble late into the night at 
the Fair for the past 55 years.  

McCoy, a Neshoba County native, re-
sides in Wells Cabin 249, which her father 
built in 1966. She said it is the original 
cabin and not much has been done since 
its construction. Her father built the cabin 
because her mother had wanted a Fair 
cabin for quite a long time.  

“While I stay in the Wells Cabin, the 
McCoy Cabin, which belongs to my ex-
husband, is right down the street where 
my grandson Cullen and the other kids 
can go play,” she said.  

McCoy’s grandson, Cullen McCoy, 
said his highlight of the Fair is spending 
time with friends and family every year, 
and he loves to participate in family water 
balloon fights, which he’s taken part in 
during his past couple of visits to the Fair.  

“Cullen can also visit his mother’s 
family cabin across the Racetrack, which 
is the Grantham Cabin,” McCoy said. 
“Out here, Cullen and his friends and 
family can go places. It’s a fun place to be 
a kid. You can stay up late and have fun.” 

Originally, the Wells Cabin did not 
have air conditioning until 1983, when 
McCoy’s twin sons were born. She said 
the newborns needed the cool air. The 
cabin was also built over a ditch and she 
is planning to do some repairs since the 
cabin has started to sink a little bit to one 
side. Before this cabin was built, we 
rented one down the street by what is now 
the Stubbs Cabin.” 

“You can spend time with your fam-
ily, you can play cards, you can play 
Scrabble, and hope it doesn’t rain too 
much,” McCoy said.  

She said the Fair is a lot of work and 
money, and everyone involved is always 
exhausted. However, it’s always worth it, 
and it’s a lot of fun. Getting to visit with 
her friends and family is what she always 
looks forward to the most every year 
since she doesn't get to visit with them as 
much as she used to.  

“Once you get to be my age, you get 
to spend more time with folks you don’t 
get to see as often. We usually have 
around six to eight people in this cabin, 
but it depends from year to year,” she 
said. “I’ve been coming to the Fair for a 
very long time, and I have a lot of good 
memories.”

By John Lee

Debbie McCoy, right, and her grandson Cullen McCoy spend time with friends and family at 
her father's original cabin, Wells Cabin 249. 

Scrabble is a go-to game for the McCoys
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Family Medical Center - Airpark
A Division of Anderson Regional Medical Center - South

Dr. Michael Shrock, Dr. Samantha Mosby and Hannah Johnson, FNP-C, take 
pride in providing quality medical care for you, your family and your business. 

• Pediatric to Geriatric Care 
• In-house Lab & X-ray Services 
• Drug Screens 
• Preventative Healthcare 
• Worker’s Compensation Exams 
• Physicals (Pre-employment, 
   DOT & Sports) 

Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Walk-ins are welcome! 
 

IF YOU NEED 
CARE DURING 

THE FAIR,  
WE’RE HERE!

1056 Holland Avenue • Philadelphia, MS • 601.656.8545
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Rita Myers and her dog Milly Myers take a break from the sun. 

Janet Perry and Tucker Hardy are dressed for Maroon Friday while they take a 
walk.
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- Ronald Reagan

~Locally Owned & Operated~

12070 Pecan Ave
Philadelphia
601-656-6088

OpenMondaythruSaturday,10am-10pm

12060PecanAve, Philadelphia
601-568-5035

“...there isn’t anything like
this, any place on Earth.”

Cherishing our old 
Fair memories 
while making 

new ones!
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CRUISIN’ ON THE CAROUSEL

JW Phillips, 2, enjoys the carousel with his dad, Jacob Phillips. JW loves horses and didn’t want to get off.
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Payne once slept in a tent at the Fair
Janice Smith Payne and Uhl Payne 

bought Fair Cabin 150 in 1967 several 
years before they bought a house.  

Uhl Payne built the original cabin for 
only $800 in 1967. Their son Paul Payne 
was born July 12, 1968.  

"We brought him to the cabin when he 
was two weeks old," Janice Payne said.  

Uhl Payne grew up close to the Cold-
water community and remembered attend-
ing the Fair as a child.  

"The Grandstand used to be a lot bigger 
than it is now, and when we were kids, we 
would climb up to the top of it," Uhl Payne 
said.  

Janice Payne grew up in Philadelphia, 
and her family would rent a cabin each 
year before the Payne's purchased Cabin 
150.  

Uhl Payne's family did not own a cabin.  
"One year, I slept in a tent," Uhl Payne 

said.  
The Paynes’ favorite part of the Fair is 

being around their family and other family 
members who have cabins close to them.  

"We see people at the Fair that we only 
see once a year, so it's just like a reunion," 
Janice Payne said.  

There is only one family in the cabin, 
but Janice and Uhl's granddaughters 
Baileigh and Landry Payne invite friends 
to stay the week.  

The Paynes are retired and have been 
staying at the Fairgounds most weekends 
leading up to the Fair.  

Before the Fair every year, Janice 
Payne starts freezing and preparing food. 
She keeps every Fair menu taped to the 
cabin's refrigerator, and prepares enough 
food for 15 people.  

"The most we've ever fed is Marty Stu-
art and his band," Janice Payne said. "We 
fed 97 people that day."  

This year will be the tenth anniversary 
of them tearing down the old Cabin 150 
and rebuilding it.  

In 2011, a huge pine tree beside the 
cabin started pushing the old cabin, causing 
it to start leaning.  

"We realized that the old cabin was so 
badly deteriorating and damaged, we just 
whipped it off the block and started from 
scratch," Janice Payne said.  

Her son Paul Payne wanted the color 
pumpkin orange for the new cabin so that 
is the color the family chose.  

One of the Payne's fair traditions is 
measuring their grandchildren's height 
each year.

By Audrey Hall

Janice and Uhl Payne 
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Gary Richard, Ashten Richard and Troy Husley wind down for the day.

Join us for an
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Meet your Fair neighbor
Cabin #254

n Where are you from? I am from Philadelphia and now I live in Flagsouth, 
Arizona where I own a T-shirt shop. 

 

n What is your favorite ride on the Midway?  I don't like ones that go up so 
The Sizzler for sure. 

 

n What is your favorite Fair meal? Anything my dad cooks on the smoker is 
amazing!  

 

n What’s one thing you especially look forward to at the Fair? Seeing all my 
friends and family I haven't seen in a while and dancing all night long!  

 

n How many people stay in your cabin during the week? About 25  
 
 

– By Annie Brewer

Annie Brewer

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051 | (601) 267-6657 | www.ffb1.com | Member FDIC

The Neshoba County Fair has been a tradition & destination for making memories since 1889. 
Enjoy your time at the fair!

In the Business of YOU.
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Lynda Gayle Robertson, Nikki Morrow, Kelly Ward and Cindy Young cook some Boston butts, ribs and sliders.
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Ruth Whitehead, Debbie Lashley, Leighton Mcilwain 
and Jake Mathews relax on the porch.

Terri Fry and Judy Stephens repaint their chairs on the porch of their cabin. They decided to go with a nice 
and bright yellow color. 
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Emily Goss, Skyler Giller, Deborah Branning, Clay Goss and Asher Gilmer are all smiles for the Fair.
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History is more than a 

timeline—it is a thread 

woven through all of our 

lives. Pick up that thread at 

the Museum of Mississippi History 

and the Mississippi Civil Rights 

Museum. Plan your visit today at

twomississippimuseums.com.

Mason Williams, 5, Jayleigh Williams, 8, and Avery Williams, 4, play on their porch on the first morning.
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ULTIMATE BREAKFAST 

CASSEROLE 

 
Ultimate Breakfast Casserole  
Prep Time: 15 mins  
Cook Time: 45 mins  
Servings: 8  
3 eggs, beaten  
1 pinch ground black pepper  
1 (10.75 ounce) can condensed 

cream of chicken soup  
16 ounces sour cream  
1 (2 pound) package frozen hash 

brown potatoes, thawed  
2 cups cooked ham, cubed  
1 onion, chopped  
¾ cup shredded Cheddar cheese  
¼ cup butter, melted  
 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C). Lightly grease 9x13 
inch baking dish. Season beaten eggs 
with pepper; pour into baking dish. 
In a large bowl, combine soup, sour 
cream, hash browns, ham, onion and 
cheese. Mix thoroughly and pour 
over eggs. Bake uncovered for 30 
minutes. Remove and drizzle over 
top of casserole. Return to oven and 
bake for an additional 15 minutes, 
until golden.  

 
BREAKFAST POTATOES 
 
Prep Time: 20 mins  
Cook Time: 30 mins 
Total Time: 50 mins  
Servings: 4 
4 medium russet potatoes  
1 onion, roughly chopped  
2 tablespoons olive oil  
1 tablespoon ground cumin  
1 pinch salt and ground black 

pepper to taste  
¼ cup butter, cut into 4 pieces  
4 slices bacon, chopped  
¼ cup shredded sharp Cheddar 

cheese  
 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C). Cut potatoes into 
fourths and place in a large bowl with 
onion. Add olive oil, cumin, salt, and 
pepper; toss to coat. Cover with plas-
tic wrap and place in the refrigerator 
until oven is preheated. Spread po-
tato-onion mixture in an even layer 
on a baking sheet. Place butter on top 

of the potatoes, 1 piece at each cor-
ner. Bake in the preheated oven until 
potatoes are tender, about 30 min-
utes. While potatoes are baking, cook 
bacon in a skillet over medium heat, 
stirring frequently, until evenly 
browned, 10 to 12 minutes. Remove 
to a paper towel-lined plate to drain. 
Transfer cooked potatoes to a serving 
platter. Top with Cheddar cheese and 
bacon.  

 
BACON AND EGG TACOS 
 
6 eggs   
¼ cup crumbled cooked bacon 
2 tablespoons butter 
3 slices American cheese, diced   
¼ teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper 
6 flour tortillas 
1 cup salsa (Optional) 
 
Whisk eggs together in a bowl; 

stir in bacon. 
Melt butter in a skillet over 

medium heat. Add egg mixture; cook 
and stir until eggs are completely set, 

2 to 3 minutes. Stir in American 
cheese, salt, and pepper. 

Wrap tortillas in damp paper tow-
els; microwave until warmed 
through, 30 seconds to 1 minute 

Spoon 1/4 cup egg mixture into 
the center of each tortilla; fold sides 
to cover. Serve with salsa. 

 
BISCUIT CINNAMON ROLLS 

 
Prep Time: 20 mins 
Cook Time: 15 mins 
Total Time: 35 mins  
Servings: 20  
Ingredients: 
Butter for greasing 
2 tablespoon brown sugar  
Filling:  
½ cup white sugar  
2 tablespoons ground cinnamon  
2 tablespoon brown sugar  
1 tablespoon vanilla extract  
Glaze:  
½ cup confectioners’ sugar  
2 teaspoons milk  
Biscuits:  
1 (10 count) package refrigerated 

biscuit dough  
¼ cup butter, melted  
 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C). Butter the bottom 
of an 8-inch round or square baking 
pan and sprinkle with 2 tablespoons 
brown sugar. Combine white sugar, 
cinnamon, 2 tablespoons brown 
sugar, and vanilla extract in a bowl. 
Mix filling well. Separate the biscuits 
and roll or punch down each one 
until flat. Coat with melted butter and 
sprinkle each with filling mixture to 
coat. Roll up each piece of dough 
and cut in ½, placing each cut-side 
down into the prepared pan, yielding 
20 pieces. Bake in the preheated 
oven until biscuits portion on top of 
rolls begins to brown, about 15 min-
utes. Remove from the oven and 
glaze.  

 
LEMON-RICOTTA  

CORNMEAL WAFFLES 
 
1 cup all-purpose flour   
½ cup cornmeal 

¼ cup white sugar 
1 ½ teaspoons baking powder 
½ teaspoon baking soda 
¼ teaspoon salt 
¾ cup half-and-half 
½ cup ricotta cheese 
2 large eggs   
2 tablespoons melted butter 
1 teaspoon lemon extract 
cooking spray 
 
Preheat a waffle iron. 
Whisk flour, cornmeal, sugar, 

baking powder, baking soda, and salt 
together in a large mixing bowl. 

Whisk half-and-half, ricotta 
cheese, eggs, melted butter, and 
lemon extract together in a separate 
bowl until smooth. Pour into the 
flour mixture and mix until thor-
oughly combined. 

Coat the preheated waffle iron 
with cooking spray. Pour batter into 
waffle iron in batches and cook until 
crisp and golden brown and the iron 
stops steaming, about 5 minutes. 

 

Cabin Cuisine

Big breakfasts to feed the cabin
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Lost & Found
The Mississippi Treasury has millions 
of dollars in our lost and found box.
See if any of this unclaimed money belongs to you!

1. Visit Treasury.MS.gov

2. Type in your name 
(or the name of a family member, business,  
or local organization)

3. Click GO! WHAT IS UNCLAIMED MONEY?
It is sometimes very difficult for banks, credit unions, 
utilities, and even retail stores to find the rightful owners 
of money. People move, families lose touch, and 
sometimes the money just sits there. After five years, 
these entities are required to turn that money over to 
the state to find the rightful owners, which is what our 
Unclaimed Money team does.

Scan to Search

Robert Litton, Lisa White, Deborah Mckee, Josh 
Cooley, Don Johnson and Banker Fleming beat the 
heat at their picnic table.

Reid Murphy, William Murphy, Camp Murphy and John Burke Murphy enjoy the first morning of the Fair on 
the front porch of their cabin.
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Nathan Sistrunk and Kristy Barrett catch up at the 
camper site.

Jay Brimer, 4, and Daisy Sabatier, 4, go for a wagon ride with Joe Sabatier, Carly Brimer, Wyatt Brimer, 2, 
and Emily Sabatier.
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Bentley Davis, Caitlin Davis, Easton Davis, Grandpa Raymond Lundy, Bailey 
Davis, Grandma Glenda Lundy, Eli Davis and Scott Davis have family time.

Hannah Hagerman, Jeff Davidson, Joy Ables, Georgia Claire Ables, Barron Hager-
man and Ryan Davidson are excited for the Fair.
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Jaimee Mercer drinks her morning while Max Mercer, 6, sits on the front porch 
and colors.

Kerby Tinlsey and John Tinsley enjoy a nice morning on the porch before heading 
out to the Fairgrounds.
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TWO-MAN JOB

Butch and Braden Copeland of Cabin 323 put a fresh coat of paint on the numbers.
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Wristbands, brochures deck walls of 898
Each year, members of the Robertson Fam-

ily hang wristbands and brochures from the 
Neshoba County Fair on the walls of Cabin 898, 
a tradition started after the family purchased the 
cabin in 2002.  

Now the wall is covered with wristbands and 
brochures from past Fairs in the Cabin the 
Robertsons of the Bond Community call their 
Farmhouse at the Fair. 

Lynda Gayle Lewis Robertson, daughter of 
Frances Lewis and the late Gary Lewis, grew 
up 3-to-4 miles from the Fairgrounds, and her 
husband, Mike Robertson, bought Cabin 898 
with Mike’s parents, the late Truett and Melba 
Robertson, two weeks before the Fair in 2002. 

Lynda Gayle said the main reason they 
bought the cabin was for their two daughters, 
Ella Grace and KaiLynn Robertson.  

At the time, both of the Robertson daughters 
were young. Now the girls are grown and have 
some friends stay with them during the Fair.  

"We own a farm, so we just go with the 
Robertson Farmhouse at the Fair," said Lynda 
Gayle Robertson, in explaining the theme of 
Cabin 898.  

Lynda Gayle Robertson’s late father-in-law 
and mother-in-law, Truett and Melba Robert-
son, sent her on a hunt to find the perfect cabin 
for the family in 2002, and she picked Cabin 
898 that can sleep 20, but this year will only 
sleep the four Robertsons.  

In the past, KaiLynn and Ella Grace Robert-

son’s favorite part of the Fair was watching the 
horseraces with their late Pawpaw Truett.  

They said they still plan to watch the horser-
aces even though they said it will be different 
without their Pawpaw.  

Many of the Robertson family members 
have cabins at the Fair, and every Fair Sunday, 
they get together for a Sunday meal that has be-
come a tradition for the family.  

All the girls of the Farmhouse at the Fair 
Cabin make sure to get dressed and ready for 
the Monday Neshoba County Fair Pageant.  

"My tradition is just showing up," KaiLynn 
Robertson said.  

The family also enjoys pre-fair events. How-
ever, due to multiple deaths in the family, the 
Robertsons did not do much pre-fair stuff this 

year, but they did attend the July 4 Shady Lane 
Smoke Off.  

"We also really like the nightly entertain-
ment," Lynda Gayle Robertson said, adding 
they are excited for the opportunity to see Hardy 
and Riley Green at the Fair this year.  

During the Fair, the Robertsons do a lot of 
cooking on the grill. They typically do a steak 
night, boiled shrimp night and other themed-
meal nights.  

The Robertson girls also love to go to the 
Flea market and Lynda Gayle Robertson works 
the Heart O' Dixie Triathlon every year at the 
Fair.  

"I work the transition from the bike to the 
run," said Lynda Gayle Robertson, who works 
as an assistant teacher.

By Sarah Watkins

KaiLynn Roberston, Lynda Gayle Robertson and Ella Gace Robertson
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White’s Fair highlight is annual car show

Jerry White of White Cabin 120 enjoys spending time at his cabin and taking his Jeep to the Car Show on Sun-
day.

Jerry White looks forward to one thing every time he 
attends the Fair: taking his Jeep to the Car Show on Sun-
day.  

“The rest of my family is always wound up about the 
Fair, they’re ecstatic about it every year,” White said.  

White, 66, grew up in Neshoba County and has been 
attending the Fair ever since he was born. He resides in 
the White Cabin 120, which has been rebuilt and reno-
vated a couple of times since his grandfather, Homer 
White, built the original White Cabin in the late 1960s.  

“My grandfather built the original cabin, which started 
as a one-story, in the late 1960s,” White said. “It was torn 
down and rebuilt as a two-story in the early 1970s, and 
later in the 1970s it was renovated into a three-story, which 
is the current state it is in today.”  

White’s favorite thing to do at the Fair is take his Jeep 
to the car show on Sunday.  

“That’s what I’m excited about every year,” he said. 
“There’s usually around six of us at the cabin, and they 
look forward to everything the Fair offers.” 

White said he is amazed to see what used to be trees 
and parking lots near where his cabin is located have a lot 
of other cabins in those places now. He said it is great to 
see how much the Fair has grown and expanded.  

“We’ve been here in this spot for a lot of years,” he 
said. “We used to bring refrigerators and beds and other 
equipment here back when the cabin was just one story. 
And when the Fair was over, we’d take it all back home. 
The Fair was and still is always a big deal for us.”

By John Lee
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Elain Gibson and John Gibson take a break on the front porch from getting their cabin Fair-ready.
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Vicki Stanley prepares to cruise around the Fair-
grounds.

Emily Crenshaw, Miller Olmedo and Byron Tullos celebrate Miller’s first Fair.

Mason Pilgrim, Joe Killens, Kristie Pilgrim and Todd Pilgrim relax before dinner. Heidi Ingram snoozes on the porch swing.
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Mariallen Moore, Kara Edwards, Abby Null, Creeth Stone and Scott Stone escape the sun at Cabin 908, named Stones Sundown Shack.
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Emerson Jackson, 10, Ellington Connerley, 11, and Finley Connerley, 8, take a stroll down Sunset Strip.
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Ann Robertson,  David Sellers, Lynn Sellers, Marvel Crawford,  Ruth Robertson 
and Charlie Robertson find shade under trees with dog Zoey.

Laura Barrett,  Lauren Barrett, dog Sophie, Austin Currie and Josh Barnett relax 
at their camper site.

Matt Cooley, his girlfriend Brianna Parkman, Don Johnson, Shelia Cooley, Lynda Pickett, dog  Zoey, and Lakynn Pickett enjoy a nice evening outside their camper. 
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