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Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 
50 percent.

Our 39th year

KADEMI

Addison Snelling, Ryan Ledbetter, Conner Kriegshauser, Renee Kerr, Denice Hull, Allen Snelling and Deree Webb celebrate 
the kick-off to the Fair at Cabin 232. 

Neshoba County native and rising country 
music sensation Michael Hardy as a boy looked 
up on the Grandstand stage in wonder. But Tues-
day night he is coming home to headline the Fair 
on that stage as HARDY, with the caps as he is 
known professionally. 

It is finally Hardy’s time, in his hometown and 
he is looking just as forward to being his normal 
Fair self soaking in the kinship Fairgoers enjoy. 

“It’s surreal. This is going to be a special 
show,” he said. “In a lot of ways, this will be more 
special than any show we have done. I have seen 
100 shows on that stage, and it is finally my 

time.” 
He is scheduled to perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday, 

but plans to take in some horse racing and other 
normal activities like everybody else with family 
and friends. 

“They’re in love with HARDY, and they’ve 
been looking forward to watching him play,” said 
Jacob Williams of Cabin 215 about his children’s 
excitement over this year’s Fair that began Friday 
and runs through July 30. (See story, page 2D.) 

Hardy said his show will represent a “full cir-
cle” moment for his career and is probably No. 1 
on his venue bucket list. 

Hardy was set to headline last year’s iteration 
of the Fair before it was canceled for only the sec-
ond time in 132 years. The Fair was cancelled for 

four runs during World War II and resumed in 
1946. 

He has released in the intervening year an 
album, “A Rock,” was nominated for Songwriter 
of the Year by the Academy of Country Music 
and his Bulldogs won their first national title — 
and he was in Omaha. 

HARDY most recently announced tour dates 
with Jason Aldean starting on Aug. 5. 

“It has been a lot going on, but it has all been 
good,” he said. 

Hardy knows the other artists who will be tak-
ing the stage here. He’s had several opportunities 
to meet and hang out with Trace Adkins and Jor-
dan Davis as well as Riley Green, all buddies of 

‘Hometown’ Hardy headlines Fair
By Duncan Dent

See HARDY, page 2A
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Published by the staff of

his. 
“I have known both of them for quite a while,” Hardy said. “I 

have been meaning to text those guys and tell them to be prepared. 
This isn’t an average show.” 

Despite the buildup to this week’s performance, Hardy said he 
wants to make sure he brings the full energy and experience of all 
of his shows although he will be adding a song, “No Place like 
Hometown,” off of his first effort, “Hixtape, Vol. 1.” 

The chorus goes,  
“’Cause’ there ain't no place like hometown 
There ain't a red dirt chert gravel backroad I'd rather drive 

down 
Yeah, I've been everywhere from there to Timbuk 
Put a lot of country miles on my truck 
But there ain’t no place like hometown, yeah.” 
The song is about two years old and has rotated off of his latest 

set list for the past six or eight months. He said it will make its re-
turn for the Fair for “obvious reasons.” 

Even with his headlining show Tuesday evening, the rising 
country music star hopes to enjoy some of his favorite things about 
the Fair such the horse races. 

“I am excited to play this show, but I am also just excited to go 
to the Fair like I am every year and that will never change,” he 
said. 

He is the son of Mike and Sarah Hardy, formerly of Philadel-
phia and now of Nashville. The Hardys have the cabin built by his 
grandparents, Bobby and Joyce Hardy of Philadelphia. 

 

Hardy 
Continued from page 1A

Singer-songwriter Michael Hardy at the 2013 Fair. 
HARDY will begin touring with country superstar 
Jason Aldean on Aug. 5
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Arts and crafts at Founders Square today
The place to find all kinds of different 

homemade products for your friends and 
family at the Fair is the annual Arts and 
Crafts show at Founders Square today.  

This year the show will feature 50 differ-
ent vendors, all selling their unique prod-
ucts, said Kaye Rowell, a Neshoba County 
Fair board member and supervisor of the 
Arts and Crafts show. Vendors are coming 
from throughout the nation, from states in-
cluding Georgia, Louisiana, Texas and even 
New York.   

“We have about 70 spots sold, and even 
though that’s lower than previous years, 
people will be more spread out, and it will 
be a lot easier for people to get in and out,'' 
Rowell said. “We’ll have our out-of-state 
vendors, local vendors and some new ven-
dors coming in, too.” 

Rowell said the show offers such items 
as painted signs, T-shirts, pottery from local 
potters and creams that people have made 
themselves. She said Moni McKee and her 
company Moni’s Angels from Jackson will 
also make an appearance.  

“Fairgoers can also buy cornhole games, 
wooden toys for children, earrings, jewelry, 

official Fair T-shirts and fans,” Rowell said. 
“Come out and enjoy the show. I think 
there’s going to be something out there that 
everyone can enjoy.” 

Hilton Spears, a new vendor this year at 
the Fair, plans to sell hand-crafted wooden 
bowls, wooden Christmas ornaments, 
plaques and cutting boards.     

“It’s my hobby,” Spears said. “I own 
Hilton Spears’ Custom Cabinets, and I run a 
business called ‘Bowls by Hilton.’ I started 
back with arts and crafts outside of my busi-

ness around three years ago.” 
Spears said the Neshoba County Fair is a 

good venue to sell his products since it is a 
place where a lot of people come to gather 
and view his work.  

“I’ve been to the Fair before many times 
but this is the first year I will be selling my 
crafts,” he said. “I feel like things will go 
very well. Our products have sold well at 
other shows and I have a much larger inven-
tory now than I have with other shows. I 
think the Christmas ornaments are going to 

sell the best. We’re going to have a good 
time, and we’re looking forward to it.” 

Jane Kynerd Cell has been selling arts 
and crafts at the Fair for as long as she can 
remember.  

“The Arts and Crafts show is always a 
high point for me and my family, who help 
me out during the Fair,” Cell said. “I’ve 
made everything from kids’ dog tags with 
cabin numbers so they don’t get lost, to ce-
ramic Fair collector’s items such as plates, 
platters, serving dishes, Margarita pitchers 
and ornaments. I have also created custom 
tile backsplashes for some cabins, and have 
painted murals in several cabins as well.” 

Cell said she loves the Fair, and it is her 
favorite inspiration for her art.  

“During the off-year, my friend Linda 
Eakes suggested I should paint Fair Santas. 
I did, and everyone is crazy about them,” 
she said. “I also do custom orders for people 
who want their cabin painted on a platter, 
pitcher or vase. Some people like to line 
their staircases or backsplashes in the 
kitchen with tiles of their favorite fair 
scenes.” 

The Arts and Crafts Show will be on 
Founders Square around the pavilion and 
will start between 8 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. The 
show will remain open until 4 p.m. 

By John Lee

The arts and crafts show features 50 different vendors this year.
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Johnson busy tending to Marty’s place
Don Johnson has lived a busy life, 

working 32 years at U.S. Motors and 
serving more than 40 years in the mili-
tary. 

Now, he helps his second cousin, 
Marty Stuart, with his place in Neshoba 
County. Johnson stays busy, but right 
now his attention is focused on enjoying 
the Neshoba County Fair from his camp-
site near the first entrance gate coming 
from town. 

“I was born in Philadelphia and have 
been coming on and off all of my life,” 
Johnson said. “I love it. It’s great. 
Mostly, it’s friends. I know a lot of peo-
ple at the Fair, both on the campgrounds 
and in the cabins.” 

Johnson said he goes to the Flea Mar-
ket, the Veterans Day parade and the car 
show every year. 

“I have an old 1957 Chevrolet pickup 
from an uncle that I’m going to bring up 
this year,” Johnson said. “I have brought 
an old jeep before. I am hanging on to 
the truck. It has 94,000 miles on it. It has 
the original paint and is in good shape.” 

Though he has been retired for 11 

years, Johnson hasn’t been sitting 
around. He has maintained and made im-
provements to property belonging to 
Stuart. 

“Now I have two people helping me 
take care of Marty Stuart’s place,” John-
son said. “He and I are second cousins. 
His mother and I are first cousins. 
Marty’s granddaddy and my daddy were 
brothers. 

“After I retired from the military, 
Marty wanted me to come down and I 
told him I would come for one year,” 
Johnson said. “As of February, I have 
been there 10 years. It is less than 3 
miles from my house. One of the guys 
cuts grass and weed-eats. We have 
planted palm trees and all kinds of plants 
down there. He has a cabin. We have a 
shop and kitchen and it is all very nice. 
It’s gated and locked up. That’s what I 
have been doing.” 

Johnson worked 32 years with U.S. 
Motors, and 40 years and three months 
in the military. 

“That’s National Guard and the last 
seven years, I was on active duty,” John-
son said. “I was 57 years old when I 
went to Iraq. I came back to Camp 
Shelby and trained troops a couple of 

years. 
“I came up on the top of the list as 1st 

Sergeant at Southaven with the 1687th 
Transportation Co. I was still working at 
Shelby and had to drive back and forth. 
It was a 600-mile round trip. I did two 
years with them and retired from the mil-
itary at age 60.” 

Moving back home brought Johnson 
back to the Neshoba County Fair in 
2010. 

“We like to watch the shows and see 
ever who is performing,” Johnson said. 
“I love the rodeo. We try to get in on 
everything that is going on. If you miss 
it, it’s over.” 

Johnson also loves to fish and hunt. 
“I killed one deer last year and my 

neighbors gave me another one,” John-
son said. “That was all I needed. We 
have been cooking deer burgers, deer 
wraps, deer tenderloins, just about every 
other night. 

“I always have enough deer meat 
every year,” he said. “A lot of my Fair 
friends come to my shop in October and 
we do a big deer stew. Between 25 and 
30 of us get together. I have it ready 
when they get there.”

By Steve Swogetinsky

Don Johnson
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William and John Scott Boatner enjoy the opening night of rides. Hannah Moore, Nijah Lewis, and Maddy Dazet gear up for 
the Fair!
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By the time most Fairgoers get going this 
morning, the 41st Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon will 
be finishing up at the Grandstands. 

The Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon is one of the 
many traditions associated with the Fair. It is 
sponsored by the Sertoma Club and is the 
club’s only fundraiser to support local projects. 

According to club history, the Philadelphia 
Sertoma Club was established in 1980. Club 
members were looking for a fundraiser, and at 
the suggestion of member Lee Dukes, who 
was then a member of the Governor’s Council 
on Physical Fitness, the club decided to spon-
sor a triathlon. At the time, such competitions 
were new. The first Ironman World Champi-
onships began in 1978 in Hawaii and the club 
used that model to form the foundation of the 
Heart O' Dixie Triathlon.  

Before last year, the Heart O’ Dixie was the 
longest running triathlon in the United States. 
The triathlon begins with a .5 mile swim at 
Lake Tiak-O'Khata. The swim is followed by 
a 27.5-mile bicycle race which progresses 
through the rolling red clay hills along High-
way 15 to Philadelphia. It concludes with a 7-
mile run to the Neshoba County Fairgrounds. 
The awards ceremony usually starts at approx-

imately 11 a.m. at the Grandstands. 
While the Triathlon has had some changes 

over the years, the club has the running of the 
Triathlon down to a science. It involves coor-
dinating with law enforcement, emergency re-
sponders and many volunteers to make the 
event run seamlessly. 

“It’s a labor of love,” said Race Director 
Caleb May. “We have an outline of what to do 
at the race, and we follow that. Everyone has 
been right on line with us. We appreciate our 
many volunteers and leading up to the 
Triathlon, we are making sure they have what 
they need.” 

The awards ceremony will begin at approx-
imately 11 a.m. Saturday, July 24. 

The Philadelphia Sertoma Cup will be pre-
sented to the overall male and female win-
ners. Awards also will be presented to the Top 
10 men and Top 10 women. Additional awards 
will be presented to standard age groups. There 
will be no duplication of awards. 

The Dickey Nowell Memorial Award goes 
to the top finisher from Neshoba County. It is 
named in honor of the late Dickey Nowell who 
competed in some of the first the Heart O’ Dix-
ies and who was a friend to many in the 
Philadelphia Sertoma Club.

Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon down to a science
By Steve Swogetinsky

The Triathlon begins at Lake Tiak-O'Khata in Louisville.
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Jacob Hughes, Justin Pitts, Trent Rideout, Bubba Crapps and Zack Allen build a porch for a cabin.
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If you are looking for a bucking 
good time, don’t miss the second night 
of the Harper and Morgan PRCA 
Rodeo which is being held at horse 
track on the Fairgrounds. 

A big Fair crowd always turns for 
the rodeo. If you missed the first night, 
don’t miss tonight. The top ranked 
cowboys and cowgirls from across the 
southeast come to the Fairgrounds 
every year, seeking cash points in the 
Professional Rodeos Cowboys Asso-
ciation standings. 

Admission is covered when you 
buy a ticket to the Fair. The show starts 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Rodeo night always starts off with 
bull riding and it closes with bull rid-
ing. 

The rodeo events will also included 
bareback bronc riding, barrel riding, 
the calf scramble, saddle bronc riding, 
steer wrestling, team roping and down 
roping. 

There will also be a lot of bantering 
back and forth with the rodeo clown 
and the announcer.

Second round of rodeoing tonight at 7:30

More than 80 cowboys are expected to participate in this year’s Rodeo.
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Charley Mowdy, Daniel Skipper Austin Skipper and dog Asher are moved 
in and ready for the Fair.
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Trace Adkins 
Wednesday

Jordan Davis 
Thursday

Riley Green 
Friday

Neshoba County’s country music superstar 
HARDY is the hightlight of this year’s main stage 
entertainment lineup that includes country music 
stars Trace Adkins, Jodan Davis and Riley Green 
at this summer’s Neshoba County Fair. 

Here is the lineup for the 2021 Neshoba 

County Fair: 
• HARDY, Tuesday, July 27 
• Trace Adkins, Wednesday, July 28 
• Jordan Davis, Thursday, July 29 
• Riley Green, Friday, July 30 
Adkins is a Grammy-nominated and Academy 

of Country Music award-winning artist with 
decades of albums, songs and performances under 
his belt from his 1996 album Dreamin’ Out Loud 

to his most recent album, 2017’s Something’s 
Going On. 

Jordan Davis has had two U.S. Country Air-
play No. 1 singles with 2017’s “Singles You Up” 
and 2019’s “Slow Dancing in a Parking Lot�.” 

Riley Green is a recording artist with one 
album under his belt, 2019’s Different Round 
Here, which had a song go to No. 1 on the Cana-
dian Country charts. 

The Fair runs from July 23 to July 30. Each 
day is packed with entertainment. 

 
Friday, July 23 

Afternoon music will be provided by home-
grown Neshoba County Musicians at the Pavilion 
on Founders Square from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

At 9:30 p.m. music will start again at the Pavil-

By Duncan Dent

Adkins, Davis, Green music round out events

See EVENTS, page 15A
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ion with dance music by Southbound. The band is 
set to play until 12:30 a.m. 

The local musician lineup lineup features more 
than a dozen artists and will be emceed by Daniel 
Sharp and Krissy Long. 

The afternoon lineup is as follows: 
• 1 p.m.- a trio of Daniel Sharp, Josh Sansing 

and Kelly Sullivan 
• 1:15 p.m. Justin Snow 
• 1:40 p.m. Laken Winstead 
• 1:50 p.m.. Daniel Sharp 
• 2:20 p.m. Zachariah Lloyd 
• 2:50 p.m. Mary Mars 
• 3 p.m. Garrett Johnston 
• 3:20 p.m. Ben McDaniel 
• 3:50 p.m. Moonpie Curtis 
• 4:30 p.m. Groove Johnson 
• 5:15 p.m. Mitch Presley 
 

Saturday, July 24 
Entertainment at the Pavilion on the Square the 

first Saturday of the Fair begins at 8 p.m. with 
Stewdaddy’s Saturday Night at the Fair. The show 
is said to feature “local gems and treasures re-
vealed”� and will feature local radio host Jeff 
Stewart. 

At 10 p.m. the fun continues at the Grandstand 
for the musical stylings of Dr. Zarr’s Amazing 
Funk Monster until everything shuts down at 1 
a.m. 

Sunday, July 25 
On Sunday the music is set to start at 1 p.m. 

with a half-hour of Bluegrass music from the Ver-
non Brothers at the Grandstand. 

At 1:30 p.m. will be the annual Children’s 
Concert at the Pavilion. The music will be led by 
Kevin Cole. Children are encouraged to bring 
pots, pans, horns, drums and other instruments to 
participate in the joyful noise of the band’s music. 

The Pavilion on the square will be the sight of 
worship throughout Sunday opening with a 9:30 
a.m. worship service led by the Rev. Scott Boatner 
and God’s House. 

It will begin again with a concert by the First 
Baptist Church Choir of Philadelphia at 6:30 p.m., 
which will be followed by a gospel music concert 
emceed by Bob Breland. 

It will feature music the Cornerstone Quartet 
and One Way. 

Cornerstone includes Jonathan Ferguson, 
Rusty Walton, Michael Wells and Thomas Knight. 
One Way includes Casey Cappleman, Brock 
White, Jeff Hollingsworth and Mark Bradbury. 

The NCF 120 youth and college worship serv-
ice will be at the Cattle Show Barn coordinated by 
Phillip Prince. 

Sunday also kicks of the week’s slate of horse 
and harness racing. 

 
Monday, July 26 

Monday’s slate of entertainment starts on the 
Square with the East Central Community College 
who will host a variety program at 1 p.m. at the 
Pavilion. 

That evening’s dance music band kicks off at 
9:30 p.m with Hairicane under the Pavilion until 
12:30 a.m. 

Monday has a slate of other offerings including 
the clothesline art exhibit on the square, a Balloon 
Glow at 7 p.m. followed by the opening cere-
monies at 7:30 at the Grandstand and the Miss 
Neshoba County Fair Pageant at 8 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, July 27 

Tuesday marks the first night of music at the 
Grandstand with Hardy headlining at 8 p.m. 

Earlier in the day, the Neshoba Central High 
School Big Blue Band will open Tuesday’s festiv-
ities with a concert on the Square at 9:15 a.m. 

They will be followed by recognition and me-
morial service for veterans at 10 a.m. before the 
11 a.m. Hometown Proud slate of performances 
with Kinsey Goldman as master of ceremonies. 

NCHS Band Director Daniel Wade will lead 
his band back onto the Square at 1 p.m. for another 
performance. 

After Hardy’s 8 p.m. Grandstand headline per-
formance, another night of dance music will com-
mence at the Pavilion with Lovin’ Ledbetter taking 
the stage from 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

 
Wednesday, July 28 

The NCHS band will again open the day on 
the Square with an 8 a.m. concert. With another 
performance at the Grandstands scheduled for 1 
p.m. after the morning slate of political speaking. 

That afternoon at 3 p.m. will be the Youth Tal-
ent Contest. Registration runs from 1:45 p.m. to 
2:45 p.m. 

The Trace Adkins Show will headline the 
evening at the Grandstands at 8 p.m. followed by 
local band Pinnishook who is set to play the Pavil-
ion starting at 9:30 p.m. 

Though the band will stop playing at 12:30 

a.m. and the Midway will close at 1 a.m., the 
music does not stop that evening. Dr. Laura Bryan, 
Patt Fielder and Dr. Joe Jordan will lead the A.J. 
Yates Jr. Memorial Late Night Sing, a steadfast tra-
dition for many fairgoers, at the Pavilion starting 
at 1 a.m. 

 
Thursday, July 29 

The Big Blue band will bookend another 
morning of political speaking with an 8:30 a.m. 
performance on the Square and another concert at 
the Grandstand at 1 p.m. 

At 2 p.m. Sid Salter will lead a discussion with 
Mississippi State University Head Coach Mike 
Leach and the University of Southern Mississippi 
Head Coach Will Hall. The talk will be broadcast 
live on SuperTalk Mississippi. 

Jordan Davis will headline the Grandstand at 
8 p.m. that evening followed by dance music from 
Mustache the Band starting at 9:30 p.m. on the 
Square. They have been described as a ’90’s coun-
try party band.” 

 
Friday, July 30 

Before the Fair closes at midnight, Friday still 
hosts a full slate of entertainment starting with 
Bluegrass music from the Vernon Brothers return-
ing to the Grandstand at 12:30 p.m. 

The afternoon will feature the culmination of 
that week’s slate of racing before Riley Green 
takes the Grandstand stage at 8 p.m. 

The Jason Miller Band will close out music at 
the Fair on Founders Square from 9:30 a.m. to 12 
a.m. for the last night of dance music.

Events 
Continued from page 14A
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Meet The Fair Times reporters

Payton Bishop 
 

Payton Bishop of Waynesboro, a student in the School of 
Journalism at The University of Mississippi, began with a sum-
mer internship at the Wayne County News in 2019 and later with 
The Fair Times. He is the son of Chris Bishop & Clara-Ruth Pitts. 
The Wayne County High School graduate will be a senior at Ole 
Miss in the fall where he is a member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity 
and will continue writing for The Daily Mississippian, the student 
newspaper. 

 
 
 
 

Sarah Watkins 
 

Sarah Kathryn Watkins of Philadelphia is the daughter of Kim-
berly Smith Booker and the late Ronnie Watkins. She graduated 
from Neshoba Central in 2015 and earned an associate of art de-
gree from East Mississippi Community College and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in communications with a minor in film studies 
from Mississippi University for Women in April 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncan Dent 
 

Duncan Dent is the senior reporter at the Madison County 
Journal. He writes about the pleasures of drink and food culture, 
shares recipes in his Madison County Magazine column and does 
general reporting for The Neshoba Democrat. He attended Mis-
sissippi State University where he worked on The Reflector, the 
student newspaper. This is his fifth year on the ground covering 
Mississippi’s Giant House Party. His favorite part of the Fair is 
watching the dust get kicked up during the horse races. 
 

 
 

 

Coleman Eakes 
 
Coleman Eakes of Philadelphia is the son of Dobie and Raye 

Carol Eakes. He is a 2020 Neshoba Central graduate and is cur-
rently enrolled at East Central Community College majoring in 
business administration. Eakes has been interning with The 
Neshoba Democrat this summer and said, “I am enjoying this op-
portunity to meet all kinds of new people and experience new 
things!” 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Audrey Hall 

 
Audrey Hall of Ridgeland has covered the Fair for The Fair 

Times since 2016. She graduated from the University of Missis-
sippi with her BA in English and the University of Florida with 
an MFA in creative writing. This fall she will attend the University 
of Alabama for her MA in English. Her parents are John Robert 
and Dawn Trotti Hall. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

John Lee 
 
John Lee of Ridgeland is a staff reporter for the Madison 

County Journal and The Neshoba Democrat. He graduated from 
St. Joseph Catholic School in 2016 and Mississippi State Univer-
sity in 2020 with a bachelor’s degree in communications. 

Sarah Watkins

Coleman Eakes

Audrey Hall

Payton Bishop

Duncan Dent John Lee
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Stephen Nicholson, Lindsey Nicholson, Christian Nicholson, Willis Burks, Kay 
Burks, Caroline Nicholson, Ashley Rhodes and Justin Rhodes pose for a pic.

Susan Windham, Don Windham, Jack Windham, Wendy Windham, baby Parker 
Windham and Alana Pilgrim are excited to move into their cabin built last year.
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Emmye Tiemann, Brantley Tiemann and Geor-
gia Drager get ready to walk the Fairgrounds.

Kent Stribling and Taylor Stribling relax on their cabin porch after cleaning their cabin.
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When the sun goes down at the 
Neshoba County Fair, the dancing 
heats up under the Founders Square 
Pavilion. 

The Fair Board has exciting 
bands lined up to play for the nightly 
dance this year with a good mix of 
local and regional acts. 

The locals that make up the band 
Southbound kicked things off on 
Friday. Philadelphia native Jeff 
Stewart and bandmates Andy 
“Cookie” Henderson, Nic Massey, 
Joe Latham and Clint Marshall like 
to riff off of each other as they en-
tertain crowds with classic and 
Southern rock n’ roll. 

Doctor Zarr’s Amazing Funk 
Monster, playing two different 
decades worth of music — and then 
some — will take the grandstand at 
10 p.m. Saturday. 

On Monday, hard-rocking hair-
metal cover band Hairicane will en-
tertain revelers starting at 9:30 p.m. 

The band formed several years 
ago in Mississippi to pay tribute to 

party bands such as Ratt, ACDC, 
Bon Jovi, Guns N Roses, Poison 
and many more from the ‘80s era. 
Their eclectic playlist includes some 
classic rock, dance and country, so 

they are guaranteed to please any 
crowd. 

Mixing the power of classic and 
1980s rock with the soul of South-
ern Rock, Lovin Ledbetter has cre-

ated a sound that is making waves 
across the live music scene. With 
three vocalists among their team of 
gifted and seasoned musicians, they 
command the stage and capture the 

audience with their energy, talent, 
and variety. They perform Tuesday 
at 9:30 p.m. 

Local Southern Rock band Pin-
nishook will perform at 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. The five-piece, four-
guy-and-one-girl rock band from 
Philadelphia has been showing up 
and showing out since 2013 with 
jaw-dropping guitar solos, vocal 
growls and rhythm peaks sure to get 
anyone dancing. 

Nineties country party group 
Mustache The Band will perform 
Thursday night starting at 9:30 p.m. 
and local country group The Jason 
Miller Band will close the Fair out 
with a show Friday night from 9 
p.m. to midnight. 

Mustache promises a trip back to 
the ‘90s when sleeveless tank-top 
shirts, mullets and mustaches ruled 
the landscape, and Jason Miller 
Band lead vocalist and frontman 
Jason Miller has assembled some of 
the best artists in the southeast who 
play country, with a few other stan-
dards from other genres thrown in 
as well.

Dance bands to play at Pavilion
By Duncan Dent
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Donna Klein, Magan Pullin and Sue Graham paint their cabin.
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Taylor Ward, Blakeleigh Ward, Eli Ray and Memorie Warren catch up at Cabin 
295.Pat Mioton, Will Beddingfield, Chuck Barfoot and Debbie Beddingfield chat on 

the porch swing.
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The Boyles’ Cabin 899 is known for its fa-
mous biscuits at the Fairgrounds, but the cabin 
is also full of love and fellowship. 

During the Fair each morning, some Cabin 
899 residents stay awake all night and go to 
the Piggly Wiggly stand at the Fairgrounds to 
get a hot biscuit after a long night. 

"We get there an hour before they open to 
make sure and get a biscuit," said Tatum 
Salter, whose mother Tina Boyles owns the 
cabin.  

As the family and cabin grew in size, some 
members had to work and would not partici-
pate in the traditional biscuit run.  

Tina Boyles came up with a solution so 
that everyone in their cabin could get a hot 
biscuit. 

Tina Boyles now makes fresh homemade 
biscuits for everyone in the cabin who works. 
Word spread and soon all of their Fair neigh-
bors came to Cabin 899 for a warm biscuit in 
the morning. 

Cabin residents and Fair neighbors also 
know that Tina Boyles keeps a swear jar.  

"Depending on the word used depends on 
how much that person puts in the swear jar," 
Tina Boyles said.  

The swear jar is one of the Boyles family’s 
Fair traditions, and they have lots of jokes sur-
rounding it. 

Tatum Salter’s favorite part of the Fair is 
going to the pageant with her mother and they 
also enjoy doing DYI projects on the cabin 
before the Fair starts. 

Tina Boyles grew up attending the 
Neshoba County Fair. Her husband, Jon 
Boyles, grew up in Louisville and was not al-
lowed out to the Fairgrounds until he got 
older. 

The Boyles’ purchased their Cabin 899 
after the Fair in 2016.  

"We gutted the downstairs, and the outdoor 
porch had red burgundy carpet before," Tina 
Boyles said. 

The Boyles added new windows and did 
other accommodations to make their Fair 
cabin feel more like home.  

Tina Boyles’ children Tatum, Tanner and 
Jon Byars Salter have a favorite meal that 
their mom will cook during the Fair.  

"The chicken Alfredo is my favorite," Jon 
Byars Salter said. 

The family considers themselves nighttime 
Fairgoers because they like all the activities 
of the night and the entertainment.

By Sarah Watkins

Biscuits rule the land at the Boyles’ cabin

Jon Boyles, Tatum Salter, Tina Boyles and Jon Byars Salter
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Heart O’ Dixie tops Scott’s list of events

Dave Scott enjoys running the Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon at the Fair.

Dave Scott has enjoyed his time at the Fair 
but not in the usual way. 

Scott competed in the Rez Run 10K during 
the Choctaw Indian Fair last week, and today 
he was planning to run the Heart O’ Dixie 
Triathlon for the fifth time. 

“I ran my first Heart O’ Dixie in 2014,” 
Scott said. “I skipped a couple here and there 
but this will be my fifth year. I always look 
back and see if I can beat what I did the year 
before because I am a year older. 

“I am 59 years old going on 60,” Scott said. 
“I started running in competitions in 2009. I 
do work out, getting ready for the Heart O’ 
Dixie and some other events in the fall. I fol-
low a training plan and it’s all after work. I take 
care of the house and the dogs. Then it’s swim, 
bike and run. It is kind of seasonal for me. I 
get started back around the first of April and 
carry it through the Fall. In the winter months 
when it gets dark early, it’s hard to get out.” 

Scott said the Heart O’ Dixie is a challenge. 
“The hardest part for me is the swim be-

cause I am a weak swimmer,” Scott said. 
“Once I come out of the water, I know I can 
bike to Philadelphia. Last couple of years, I 
have been very conscious of the log trucks. 
That’s always on my mind. People on that 

highway are not used to seeing cyclists on the 
road but one day a year. 

“And once I get to Philadelphia, I know I 
can run on into the Fair.” 

Scott goes to other events during the sum-
mer-fall season and likes to try a new one or 
two each year. 

Scott lives in Jackson. He grew up in 
Madison County. His grandparents are from 
Leake and Neshoba counties. 

“I have been going to the Fair on and off 
for most of my life,” Scott said. “Now, I come 
up two weeks before the Fair. I do the Rez Run 
at the reservation and then come back for the 
triathlon.” 

He also likes spending time with family 
and friends at the campgrounds. 

“There are a lot of people here waiting for 
the Fair to start,” Scott said. “There is less traf-
fic and less people. I enjoy the week before 
doing the Rez Run and then coming back to 
do the Heart O’ Dixie.” 

He said he doesn’t get tired doing the two 
races so close together. 

“It fits in my training plan,” Scott said. 
Scott is retired from the state with 31 years. 

His last 12 years were in the secretary of state’s 
office where he served as an attorney. Re-
cently, he took a civilian job with the National 
Guard.

By Steve Swogetinsky
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Jim Hardy, Mae Hardy, Angela Durr, and Dannon Durr stand in front of their new cabin called Hardy 
House.

Hannah Case is ready to celebrate the Fair.
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Kelsey Pender and Madilynn King walk 
around the Fairgrounds.

Mike Donald, Andrew Donald, Kim Donald, Olivia Donald, and Erin Donald hang out at Cabin 152, which has been 
in the family for 54 years. 
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Joy Byrd, Sophie Swinney, Ally Byrd, Levi Langston, Baylor Byrd, and Sawyer Swinney have some fun playing on 
the racetrack. 

Linda Tingle,Carter Franklin, Michael Franklin, Jamie Franklin and Cooper Franklin hang out at Cabin 141, called 
Big Al’s Place.

Rebecca Posey, Carter Posey,  Anna Dine Posey, 
Connie Jeanes, and Hal Jeanes play some 
music on the porch.

Emilee Noonew, Allie Windham, and Anna Wind-
ham catch up on the porch.
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Here's what it looked like at the Fair 113 years ago. This was taken in front of the Pavilion circa 1908 about 20 years after the Fair was founded.  
(Courtesy Carolyn Dearman)



 
 
 
 
 

  

MSSTATE.EDU

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

EVER
FOR T
WE S

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

YY
THE FE
SWING

RY DA
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

Y
NCES

G

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

EVER

in June Fact is
s coves
ywhefans ever

s a phrase osIt’

baseball’

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

YRY DA

though swinging
National Cheted 

ere since our Bulldo
on the minds of M  

 
 
 
 

  

 

    

Y

for the fences is
hampionship
ogs won college
Mississippi State 

 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

to change the w
something we 
in June. Fact is,

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

ECEL

world.
y day as pdo ever

, though, swinging 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

TET
COME

EBRA

t of our drivepar
for the fences is

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

STHI
W

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

WEEK
ITH US

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

Meridian Day P
YY

Physician Assist
Enjoy giveaway
MSU-Meridian t

YYWEDNESDA

WEDNESDA

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

Program in the Pavili
Y 28, 11:1Y,

tant Program
n about oys and lear

tent on the Square
Y 28, 10-1Y,Y, JUL

Y, JUL

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

ion
5 A.M.

our new 

1:15 A.M.

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    
MSU Head Coa
“Football at the

, J,Y

ear maroon oe
Meridian Day P
W

THURSDAY

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    
ach Mike Leach

noilivaPehtn Fair” i
.M..Y

or your national cha
Program in the Pavili

JULY 29, 2 P

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    featuringn
.

tmpionship shir
ion

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

MSMS

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

DUDUTE.ETE.EAATTSSSS

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

    

Page 15B, The Fair Times, July 24, 2021



PerformanceTherapy
Comprehensive Care • Hands-on Treatment • Proven Results

PELAHATCHIE

CARTHAGEBRANDON CANTON FLORENCE
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PHILADELPHIAMAGEE WIGGINS
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WIGGINS

When you’re in pain, nothing seems right. You miss out on your favorite activities. You 

may miss work and be unable to earn a living or provide for your family. At Performance 

Therapy in central Mississippi, we offer hands-on methods to relieve your pain and 

improve your function and mobility as quickly as possible.

Whether you are nursing a sports injury, suffering from chronic back or neck pain, 

healing from orthopedic surgery, or recovering from a stroke, you want a rehabilitation 

practice that gives you the time and attention you deserve.

At Performance Therapy, we’re focused on your recovery. Our physical, occupational, 

and speech therapists help people from all walks of life regain their physical function and 

mobility. Whether you’re recovering from a sports injury, stroke, or orthopedic surgery, or 

you’re suffering from chronic neck or back pain, you’ll want to visit the rehabilitation 

specialists who give you the time and personalized attention you deserve. We’ve been 

serving patients like you in central Mississippi since 2004.

The road to recovery starts
with Performance Therapy. 

10 Convenient Locations across Central Mississippi:

1883 Highway 43 South
Suite C
(601) 667-3144

1301 W. Government St.
Suite 104
(601) 591-7540

2990 Highway 49 S
Suite A
(601) 891-8179

464 Church Road
Suite 400
(601) 707-5943

1081 Highway 16 W
(601) 267-3241

201 S. Brooks Avenue
(601) 759-5006

720 3rd Street SW
(601) 439-7042

13010 Highway 18
(601) 857-2229

BATSON PHYSICAL THERAPY
711 Hall Street
(601) 928-6110

921 W. Beacon Street
(601) 650-0002

SPECIALIZING IN: PEDIATRICS | AQUA THERAPY | PELVIC FLOOR THERAPY | DRY NEEDLING THERAPY |
SPORTS INJURIES | CHRONIC BACK PAIN | SURGICAL RECOVERY | STROKE RECOVERY | SPEECH THERAPY | 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY | PHYSICAL THERAPY | WORK CONDITIONING | WORK HARDENING | FCE

START LIVING YOUR LIFE TO THE FULLEST POTENTIAL. 
FEEL BETTER-FAST. PERSONALIZED CARE. COMPREHENSIVE CARE. 

HANDS-ON-TREATMENT. PROVEN RESULTS.

Call Performance Therapy at (601) 650-0002 to schedule your appointment at one of our
Central Mississippi locations, or you can request one online at www. performancetherapy.info.
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Color the 

Fair

RULES

1.) Color the Fair on this page or a paper plate or paper if your cabin has any. 
2.) Email a photo of your drawing to fairphotos@neshobademocrat.com with 
ID and age before Wednesday at noon. Color and email any time before the 
deadline and we’ll publish the best daily. 
 
No official age restrictions because we’re certain some enterprising adults 
will get a late-night notion to color on a porch. We’re on the honor system 
here. Trickery may be published and possibly awarded if it’s good. But we're 
not responsible if your neighbor signs your name. 
 
Verified youngsters, however, will be given publishing preference. We’re 
looking for creativity and emotion. We can only take so many jokes. A panel 
of top-secret judges will award a prize to be announced in Friday’s Fair 
Times. No calls, please.
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Family drives 14 hours to come to Fair
When Herman and Ann Smith Clark’s 

children, Hannah and Graham, were 
younger they and some cousins found a big 
piece of wood on the Fairgrounds. 

Ann Smith Clark took the board to her 
friend LeighAnn Jones who decoratively 
painted “Big Herm’s Place” on it before she 
hung it on the wall of the front porch of 
Cabin 180-A branding it as Big Herm’s 
Place. 

Herman Clark grew up in Philadelphia, 
attending the Fair with his parents Herman 
and Lorena Clark of the Good Hope com-
munity. According to family lore, his grand-
mother Elizabeth Graham traveled by 
wagon to attend one of the first Neshoba 
County Fairs. 

Ann Smith Clark spent her early years 
in Miami, Florida, but moved to Philadel-
phia at the age of 14 where she met Her-
man.  

The two married two years later when 
they were both 16 years old and later 
moved to Fort Myers, Florida, for work. 
They now have two adult children Hannah 
and Graham Clark who also attend the Fair 
every year.  

The Clarks bought Cabin 180-A, or Big 

Herm’s Place, 27 years ago but later tore it 
down and rebuilt it about seven years after 
buying it. 

Since the family lives in Florida and 
drives 14-hours each year to attend the Fair, 
Big Herm’s Cabin has a beach theme and 
is filled with beach-themed decorations 
Ann Clark has collected not only from 
Florida but also from different places the 
family has visited, such as the Dominican 
Republic.  

"It's the friendship and the fellowship," 
Ann Clark said of what inspires the Clarks to 
make the trek to the Fair each year.  

The Clarks stay at the Fair for the entire 
month of July and consider the Fair their va-
cation time.  

"We come out here earlier because we 
like the quietness and the fun," Herman Clark 
said.  

The Clark family also is excited to be 
back at the Fair for the annual Smith family 
reunion on the first Sunday of the Fair.  

"This is our first time seeing family in 
over a year," Ann Clark said.  

Clark family members said they describe 
the Fair to friends in Florida as a place to 
eat, socialize, dance, eat ice cream at 2 in 
the morning with great entertainment.  

"It breaks all traditions," Herman Clark 
said. Herman and Ann Clark

By Sarah Watkins
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Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce 

Small Farmer Raising Timber, Cattle, 
Chickens and Blueberries

Pro-Life Legislator of the Year 2014

Endorsed by NRA & Recipient of the 
2013 NRA Defender of Freedom Award

Ordained Baptist Minister

Southern U.S. Trade Association 
President

Husband to Leslie; Father of Joseph, 
Benjamin, Abigail and Sarah

andygipson.com

CommissionerAndyGipson @CommAndyGipson CommAndyGipson

Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

As YOUR Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, I welcome you 
back to the Neshoba County Fair. The traditions here, the family time, the 
entertainment and fun have all grown from the roots of an agricultural 
event, much like the economy of Mississippi. I'm working for you to keep 
Mississippi's agriculture growing, our trade moving, and the supply lines 
flowing so we all have safe, healthy, affordable and abundant food. I'm 
putting conservative government to work for you.

- Andy Gipson
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Paid for by Friends of Delbert Hosemannn
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Carla Davis, Jerome Donald and Drew Davis show a group of children a horse 
in the stables.

Laura Bryan is pictured next to paintings of ladies that she has been collecting 
for years. They are done by her friend Moni. 
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Patrick Lewis takes a few practice laps around the racetrack. Lewis has been racing for the last three years.
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Keith Boatner, Bryan Moore and Kenny Moore put together their deck at their camper that 
they have been taking apart and rebuilding every year for years. 

Mary Kate Gray puts on ribbons for youth food preservation in the 
exhibit hall. 



As Mississippi’s flagship university dedicated to  
the success and advancement of this state, we’re proud to 

recognize Mississippi’s Giant House Party. 

of leadership and fellowship.

the Neshoba County Fair has built a

LEGACY
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The Eubankses of Louisville love the Fair and 
spend as much time pre-Fair as they can. 

"We love the Fair so much that we spent 80 days 
at the Fairgrounds one year," said Ronnie Eubanks, 
who owns Eubanks Wrecker in Louisville and is 
married to Cindy Eubanks, a retired nurse.  

When the power turned on at the Fairgrounds in 
2017, the Eubankses said they made their Cabin 
720, which they have owned for more than 30 years, 
their home for the summer.  

The Eubankses have two daughters, Jolie D'An-
tonio and Jamie Summer, who grew up attending 
the Fair each year. They also have two grandsons, 
Win D'Antonion and John Dean D'Antonio, who 
come to the Fair each year from Madison.  

Ronnie Eubanks has a painting hanging in the 
cabin depicting him sitting on the porch the year he 
and Cindy spent 80 days there.  

Cindy said she does all the inside cooking when 
it comes Fair time, and her husband does all the out-
side grilling. Their Fair cooking tradition is a bar-
becue on Friday nights and steaks on Saturday 
nights.  

The Eubankses said they are ready for their 
grandchildren to come to the Fair this year so they 
can watch the horse races together. Their favorite 
part of the Fair is the food, the races and the family 
time.

By Sarah Watkins

Cindy and Ronnie Eubanks

Eubankses once spent 80 days at cabin
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Family Medical Center - Airpark
A Division of Anderson Regional Medical Center - South

Dr. Michael Shrock, Dr. Samantha Mosby and Hannah Johnson, FNP-C, take 
pride in providing quality medical care for you, your family and your business. 

• Pediatric to Geriatric Care 
• In-house Lab & X-ray Services 
• Drug Screens 
• Preventative Healthcare 
• Worker’s Compensation Exams 
• Physicals (Pre-employment, 
   DOT & Sports) 

Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Walk-ins are welcome! 
 

IF YOU NEED 
CARE DURING 

THE FAIR,  
WE’RE HERE!

1056 Holland Avenue • Philadelphia, MS • 601.656.8545
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Mike Evans, Kate Evans, Emery Evans, Mitzee Evans, Lincoln Evans, Martha Lewis, Dan 
Evans, and Merlene Barnes hang out on Sunset Strip.

Kevin Alford does some construction on Cabin 215.

Karson Holdings, Brock Walker, Reed Walker and Ellis Dubisson play golf toss.
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- Ronald Reagan

~Locally Owned & Operated~

12070 Pecan Ave
Philadelphia
601-656-6088

OpenMondaythruSaturday,10am-10pm

12060PecanAve, Philadelphia
601-568-5035

“...there isn’t anything like
this, any place on Earth.”

Cherishing our old 
Fair memories 
while making 

new ones!

Page 16C, The Fair Times, July 24, 2021



Fair Times The Fair Times. D
SATURDAY

GRILLIN’ AND GRINNIN’

Tiffany Byrd and her son Beau Byrd enjoy sitting by the grill on a nice afternoon.
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Williams family enjoying ‘new’ cabin
Jacob Williams enjoys spending his days at the 

Fair in the Williams Cabin 215 playing cards with his 
family and celebrating his birthday during Fair week.  

“My first day at the Fair was when I was just three 
days old,” Williams said. “My birthday falls every 
year here on July 27. I’ve been coming to the Fair 
ever since then for the past 27 years, and this year is 
my 28th year.” 

Williams said his favorite thing to do at the Fair is 
hang out with his family, as it is a family reunion for 
him since he always sees a lot of family members that 
he doesn't see regularly.  

“We usually have around 15 of us in the cabin,” 
he said. “My family, especially the kids, are all look-
ing forward to seeing Hardy perform. They’re in love 
with Hardy and they’ve been looking forward to 
watching him play. We also enjoy playing cards and 
visiting.” 

Williams said his grandmother Kinny Williams 
was the one who bought the Williams Cabin back in 
1976. He is not sure who owned it beforehand.  

“We’ve renovated and updated the cabin this 
year,” he said. “We tore it all the way down to the 
foundation it was on and rebuilt it from the ground 
up.” 

He said he and the rest of his family are looking 
forward to catching up and watching their kids enjoy 
the Fair.

By John Lee

Jacob Williams and his nephew Jiles Williams proudly stand in front of their recently-rebuilt cabin.
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Jenny Nance, Cindi Nance and Jennifer Rogers get their cabin in order for the 
Fair this year.
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Meet your Fair neighbor
Cabin #150

n Where are y’all from? Philadelphia 
 
n What is the history of your cabin? It was built in 1967 for $800. Located on 

Bourbon Street 
 
n What is your favorite Fair meal? The lemon almond pie that I make every 

year and my chicken dip.  
 

n What’s one thing you especially look forward to at the Fair? Seeing people 
we only see once a year.  

 
n How many people stay in your cabin during the week? We have about 15 

and it's a mixture of our grandkids and their friends that stay with us.  
 
 

– By Janice Payne and Uhl Payne

Janice Payne and Uhl Payne

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051 | (601) 267-6657 | www.ffb1.com | Member FDIC

The Neshoba County Fair has been a tradition & destination for making memories since 1889. 
Enjoy your time at the fair!

In the Business of YOU.
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Hollie Breland, Sarah Skinner, Andy Breland and Angie Breland relax on the front porch.
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Jamie Thomas and Annie Martin enjoy catching up. James Ritchie and Harrison Smith take a break to eat some pizza.
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Charles McNeal, Lucy McNeal and Milton McNeal take in the sights from Camper Spot 124.
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History is more than a 

timeline—it is a thread 

woven through all of our 

lives. Pick up that thread at 

the Museum of Mississippi History 

and the Mississippi Civil Rights 

Museum. Plan your visit today at

twomississippimuseums.com.

Dale Hurtt, Missy Robertson and Stephen Robertson hang out at Missy’s family cabin that was built in 1964 by her grandfather and great-grandfather.
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HONEY MUSTARD BBQ 

PORK CHOPS 

: 
Prep Time: 15 mins  
Cook Time: 15 mins  
Additional: 2 hours 
 
Total Time: 2 hrs 30 mins  
Servings: 8  
Ingredients:  
1/3 cup honey  
3 tablespoon orange juice  
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar  
1 tablespoon white wine  
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce  
2 teaspoons onion powder, or to 

taste  
¼ teaspoon dried tarragon  
3 tablespoons Dijon mustard  
8 thin cut pork chops  
Directions:  
Place honey, orange juice, vine-

gar, wine, Worcestershire sauce, 
onion powder, tarragon, and mustard 
in large resealable plastic bag. Slash 
fatty edge of each chop in about three 
places without cutting into the meat; 
this will prevent the meat from curl-
ing during cooking. Place chops in 
the plastic bag and marinate in the re-
frigerator for at least 2 hours. Preheat 
the grill for high heat. Lightly oil grill 
grate. Place chops on grill, and dis-
card marinade. Cook chops for 6 to 
8 minutes, turning once, or to desired 
doneness.  

 
GRILLED PORK CHOPS 

WITH FRESH HERBS  
4 tablespoons olive oil, or more to 

taste   
4 tablespoons soy sauce 
4 tablespoons fresh lemon juice   
2 tablespoons chopped fresh pars-

ley 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh rose-

mary 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 

thyme 
1 tablespoon coriander seeds, 

ground 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 lemon, zested 
4 (6 ounce) bone-in pork chops (1 

inch thick) 
 
Whisk olive oil, soy sauce, lemon 

juice, parsley, rosemary, thyme, 

ground coriander, garlic, and lemon 
zest together in a shallow dish. Add 
pork chops and toss to evenly coat. 
Cover the dish with plastic wrap and 
marinate in the refrigerator for at 
least 1 hour, turning chops halfway 
through. 

Preheat an outdoor grill for high 
heat and lightly oil the grate. 

Remove chops from the marinade 
and gently shake off excess. Discard 
the remaining marinade. 

Place chops on the preheated grill 
and reduce heat to medium. Cook 
until no longer pink in the center, 
about 8 minutes per side. An instant-
read thermometer inserted into the 
center should read 145 degrees F (63 
degrees C). Let rest for 5 minutes be-
fore serving. 

 
BBQ PULLED PORK PIZZA  
1 (14 ounce) package pre-baked 

pizza crust  
2 tablespoons barbeque sauce, or 

more as desired  
1 teaspoon chipotle chili powder  
Salt and ground black pepper to 

taste  

½ cup prepared pulled pork  
1/8 cup sliced onion  
1/8 cup sliced red bell pepper  
Directions:  
Preheat oven to 450 degrees F 

(230 degrees C). Place the pizza crust 
onto a baking sheet. In a bowl, mix 
the barbeque sauce with chipotle 
chili powder; season with salt and 
black pepper. Spread the sauce over 
the pizza crust. Arrange pulled pork, 
sliced onions, and red bell pepper 
slices evenly over the pizza. Bake in 
the preheated oven until the toppings 
are hot and the pizza crust is crisp on 
the bottom, 12 to 15 minutes.  

BBQ Pork for Sandwiches  
Prep Time: 15 mins  
Cook Time: 4 hrs 30 mins  
Total Time: 4 hrs 45 mins  
Servings: 12  
Ingredients:  
1 (14 ounce) can beef broth  
3 pounds boneless pork ribs 
1 (18 ounce) bottle barbeque 

sauce  
Directions:  
Pour can of beef broth into slow 

cooker, and add boneless pork ribs. 

Cook on high heat for 4 hours, or 
until meat shreds easily. Remove 
meat, and shred with two forks. It 
will seem that it’s not working right 
away but it will. Preheat oven to 350 
degrees F (175 degrees C). Transfer 
the shredded pork to a Dutch oven or 
iron skillet and stir in barbeque 
sauce. Bake in the preheated oven for 
30 minutes, or until heated through. 

 

SLOW COOKER BBQ 

PULLED PORK 

: 
4 tablespoons paprika 
2 tablespoons dark brown sugar 
2 tablespoons chili powder 
2 tablespoons ground cumin 
2 tablespoons salt 
1 tablespoon ground black pepper 
1 tablespoon dried oregano 
1 tablespoon white sugar   
1 tablespoon ground white pep-

per 
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper, or 

more to taste 
1 (7 pound) bone-in pork shoul-

der roast 
¼ cup water 

½ teaspoon liquid smoke flavor-
ing (Optional) 

2 cups barbecue sauce 
 
Mix paprika, brown sugar, chili 

powder, cumin, salt, black pepper, 
oregano, sugar, white pepper, and 
cayenne together in a small bowl. 

Massage spice rub into the pork 
roast. Wrap tightly in a double layer 
of plastic wrap; refrigerate for at least 
3 hours. 

Unwrap the roast and place in the 
bottom of a lined slow cooker. Add 
water and liquid smoke. Cover and 
cook on Low until pork is fork-ten-
der, 8 to 10 hours. 

Transfer roast to a cutting board; 
discard liquid in the cooker. "Pull" by 
tearing meat into thin shreds with 2 
forks or your fingers. Discard fat. 

Place shredded meat back in the 
slow cooker; toss with 1 cup barbe-
cue sauce, and heat on Low until hot, 
30 to 60 minutes. Serve with remain-
ing barbecue sauce. 

 
 

Cabin Cuisine

Pork recipes to fill your belly
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Lost & Found
The Mississippi Treasury has millions 
of dollars in our lost and found box.
See if any of this unclaimed money belongs to you!

1. Visit Treasury.MS.gov

2. Type in your name 
(or the name of a family member, business,  
or local organization)

3. Click GO! WHAT IS UNCLAIMED MONEY?
It is sometimes very difficult for banks, credit unions, 
utilities, and even retail stores to find the rightful owners 
of money. People move, families lose touch, and 
sometimes the money just sits there. After five years, 
these entities are required to turn that money over to 
the state to find the rightful owners, which is what our 
Unclaimed Money team does.

Scan to Search

Kayleigh Vance paints the deck of their cabin to get 
it “Fair ready.” 

Bob Posey and his son Trey Posey grill some sausages.
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Sue Fulton enjoys the start of the Fair in the cabin 
she’s had since 1970.

Reinette Foster, Eddie Foster, Janice Payne,  Doris Vowell and Uhl Payne visit at the Payne Cabin.
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Bob and Cathy Luke play with their dogs, Shadow, and Liza.  Erin Bonds and her daughter Emma Bonds pose for a quick picture. 
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Alexis Claire, Charleigh Claire Gentry, Beth Moore, Finley Moore, Justin Moore 
and Wyatt Moore are all excited for the Fair this year! 

Jerome Donald is pictured with his horse on a nice, quiet afternoon at the sta-
bles.
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SWINGING INTO THE FAIR

Maggie Martin enjoys a morning swing.
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The Hailey family is especially excited 
about this year’s Fair. 

"This is our first year to own this cabin," said 
Ann Hailey, of the family’s recently purchased 
Cabin 201.  

The Haileys started renting cabins each year 
during the Fair in 2018 but this year they went 
out to the Fairgrounds and rode around until 
they found a cabin perfect for accommodating 
their family.  

"We've all been to the fair for years, and this 
is not our first rodeo, just our first time owning 

a cabin," Ann Hailey said.  
The Hailey family is pleased with Cabin 

201’s location because it is close to the Midway 
and not too far from the Pavilion. 

The cabin the Haileys rented in previous 
years was toward the back of the new section 
of the Fairgrounds close to the camper gates. 
So, for them, their new spot is an upgrade and 
closer to the entertainment.  

The Hailey family is from Nanih Waiya and 
has been visiting the Fairgrounds regularly since 
the power was turned on in May this year. Ann 
and Allen Hailey have four daughters. Kady 
Rose Hailey, Mallory Hailey Reynolds, Harley 
Pullin and Laura Beth Hailey.  

The family painted the inside of the cabin a 
lilac purple, painted shelves, and did other ren-
ovations to get their cabin ready for this year’s 
Fair.  

"We started renovating at the end of May 
into the first of June," Allen Hailey said.  

The inside before the renovations was plain 
wood, and that's when the Haileys decided to 
put color into their Fair cabin. Ann Hailey 
painted the mustard green floors black.  

"Probably every year, we will add some-
thing different or have something new to do," 
Ann Hailey said.  

The Hailey family is looking forward to cre-
ating new memories and many traditions in 

their cabin.  
Ann Goss Hailey is originally from Union 

and when she was growing up going to the Fair 
was a big thing to do. Her husband, Allen, how-
ever, did not grow up going to the Fair.  

The Haileys said they look forward to hear-
ing Hardy and Riley Green at the Grandstand 
and attending the annual flea market. They also 
are going to be cooking their annual fruity peb-
ble rice Krispy balls.  

Cabin 201 sleeps 28, and the Haileys antic-
ipate that the cabin will be complete this year 
with family members and friends.

By Sarah Watkins

Allen Hailey, Kady Rose Hailey, niece Rhynna Jane Carey (2-years-old) and Ann Hailey 

Hailey family excited to be cabin owners 
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Triple M cabin brings 3 families together

Cabin 344, known as Triple M, houses the McCool, Morrow and McClellan families.

The McCool, Morrow and 
McClellan families call the bright 
blue Cabin 344 near the Race-
track their Fair home. 

The families said they painted 
the cabin bright aqua to make it 
easier for people to find. 

Just in case the bright blue 
color was not enough to tell visi-
tors where the McCool, Morrow 
and McClellan families stay dur-
ing the Fair, however, they 
adorned the front of the cabin 
with three giant, black letter M's 
representing the three family 
names. 

Because of those three letter 
M's, Cabin 344 is now better 
known as the Triple M Cabin. 

In 1994 Melissa Rudolph 
Morrow McClellan and her sister 
Pam Rudolph McCool bought 
what was known as the Margari-
taville cabin. Although the sisters 
are originally from Philadelphia, 
their family did not stay at the 
Fair when they were growing up. 

"We never looked inside of it 
or anything. We just bought it," 

Pam McCool said of buying that 
first cabin in 1994. She said her 
husband Tommy McCool did not 
even know they were going to 
buy it. 

That first cabin had only three 
beds, so they threw in some bunk 
beds, and the cabin became their 
home away from home during 
the Neshoba County Fair each 
year.  

In 2006, they upgraded by 
purchasing Cabin 344, now 
known as Triple M, that had a 
bigger back patio. 

When walking up to the three-
story Triple M Cabin, visitors are 
greeted by a door that is painted 
with handprints and the names of 
McCool, Morrow and McClellan 
family members. 

Pam McCool put a small tele-
vision in on the lower level of the 
cabin.  

"We had to put that TV in the 
cabin for Tommy because even 
during the Fair he has to keep up 
with sports," Pam McCool said.  

During the Fair, the families’ 
traditions include playing card 
games and washer board, a game 
similar to cornhole.

By Sarah Watkins

scotthawkins
Highlight
lower case "racetrack" here?
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Jack Hardy and his Papaw Mike Tingle take a stroll 
through the Fairgrounds. 

Deborah Yates paints a mural at the Bates Cabin #250.
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Madison Stephens paints her shutters yellow and 
aqua to match the porch and rocking chairs.

Spring Moody relaxes with her son, Woods Moody, and daughter, Millie Anne Moody. 

Karri Dufour, Josie Wiggins, and Nick Lewis enjoy some slow-cooked ribs on the tailgate of a truck near 
the race track. 

Rosalee Howell, Cabin 318, is ready for all the Fair 
fun this year!
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KB Breland, William Comans, Emory Lee Comans, Tripp Breland, Maddi James Breland, Cellers Richardson, Emma Bonds, and Katie Rea Tinsley all could barely 
sit still for their picture because they were having so much fun playing. 
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Abby McNeil, right, and her father Kevin McNeil enjoy a  relaxing night on their cabin porch decked out in Mardi Gras decor.
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Cullen and Cory McCoy paint and repair their deck for this year’s Fair. Jerry Barnett and David Bennett man the grill. 

Lisa Holmes stands in front of a bar named after her mother, Imma Gene’s nick-
name, Sisty. 

Carol Chunn with her grandson Keeton Stokes and his girlfriend Makayla Ray 
prepare for the Fair.
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