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HANCOCK NAMED PRINCIPAL 
AT PHILADELPHIA ELEMENTARY

ADKINS ENJOYS TIME 
WITH GRANDKIDS

COOK OF THE WEEK

DEVELOPERS UNKNOWN

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
An undisclosed developer 

considering a hotel project in 
downtown Philadelphia asked 
for and received the city’s sup-
port last week. 

David Vowell, president of 
the Community Development 
Partnership, brought the pro-
posal to the Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen during a regular 

meeting on June 2. 
The board took up the mat-

ter in executive session before 
emerging and voting 3-0, with 
Ward 1 Alderman Joe Tullos 
and Alderman-at-Large Leroy 
Clemons absent, stating their 
intent to consider a Tax Incre-
ment Financing (TIF) arrange-
ment in an unspecified amount 
if the downtown hotel project 
were to materialize. 

A TIF is a creative financing 

mechanism that diverts a por-
tion of sales and property taxes 
generated by a specific devel-
opment — monies that would 
normally go into the public 
treasury for general use — to 
repay borrowing associated 
with improvements to that spe-
cific development or an area.  

Mayor James A. Young said 
Monday he and board members 
do not know the name of the 
potential developer or their 

associations. 
“It is part of a hotel group,” 

Young said. “We don’t know 
the name yet because they are 
not obligating anything to us at 
this point. They are just look-
ing.” 

Young said the developers 
are considering “two or three 
different entities as far as that 
particular process.” 

“That was simply a vote of 
confidence,” Young said. “I 

don’t know whether it is a 
national or a small group. We 
don’t know that. We were not 
privileged to be given a name 
because no one has committed 
to anything. They are just talk-
ing and I think they were just 
trying to clear up any question-
able response to their particular 
approach to our city.” 

Also during the executive 
session, the board considered 
what to do about a potential 

lawsuit that involved a police 
car chase that resulted in an 
accident.  

The board took no action 
and the mayor said the matter 
would be turned over to the 
city’s insurance carrier. 

In other matters, aldermen 
voted to: 

• Approve the payment of 
$1,029 to Waggoner Engineer-
ing for its work on the Auto-
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A Louisville man was arrested 

with felony amounts of metham-
phetamine, marijuana, cocaine and 
hydrocodone 
following a traf-
fic stop Friday 
morning, offi-
cials said. 

K a d e e m 
Thomas, 28, of 
128 Hillcrest 
S t r e e t , 
Louisville, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
possession of marijuana in a vehi-
cle, possession of a controlled sub-
stance, four counts of possession 
with intent to distribute and felon 
in possession of a concealed 
weapon. 

Thomas remain Monday after-
noon in the Neshoba County 
Detention Center on a $125,000 
bond but was denied bond for the 
weapon charge. Jail records show 
that his next court date is June 24. 

Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 
Clark said the drugs he is believed 
to have been attempting to distrib-
ute have been identified as 
methamphetamine, cocaine, mari-
juana and hydrocodone.  

The arrest stemmed from a traf-
fic stop conducted by Sheriff’s 
deputies. 

Clark said deputies encoun-
tered a Honda Civic at the inter-
section of Road 553 and Road 
616. Clark said deputies then made 
a traffic stop that yielded the mul-
tiple felony narcotics charges. 

The driver was identified as 
Thomas. In addition to the drugs 
and weapon, some cash and possi-
ble paraphernalia were seized  

Clark said that anyone with any 
information on crime is encour-
aged to call Crime Stoppers at 
855-485-8477.

Meth, pot, 
cocaine in 
drug stop

HYDROCODONE 

Kathy Rickles, the owner of High High Ranch, milks her goat April to make her goat milk-
based products like soap and cheese. 

By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
After working all day as an 

X-ray tech at Laird Hospital in 
Union, Kathy Rickles retreats 
to her 92.5 acre High Hill 
Ranch in Neshoba County to 
tend her 25 goats producing 
milk for the hand-made prod-
ucts she sells.  

Rickles has been tending 
her Alpine and Nubian goats 
on her goat farm off of High-
way 492 east of Union since 
2011 using milking machines 
to produce the milk necessary 
for products, such as goat 
cheese, goat milk, goat milk 
lotion and goat milk soap.  

Rickles started with just 
two goats she bought from a 
man in Vicksburg, and now 

has 25 goats through cross-
breeding and purchasing more 
goats. 

Rickles said the crossbreed-
ing has led to more premium 
milk since Alpines produce a 
high volume of milk, and milk 
from Nubians contains a high-
er amount of butterfat, result-
ing in better taste.  

“I’ve known Kathy all my 
life and the products she makes 
are very high quality,” said 
Susan Myers, a lifelong friend 
and avid High Hill Ranch fan. 

“I’ve enjoyed everything 
she’s made, especially the goat 
cheese and soap.”   

Rickles researched the 
health properties of goat milk 
in 2011 and learned that the 
milk is good for the skin due to 
its ability to reduce skin 

inflammation and wrinkles 
thanks to its natural emollients. 
Also, goat milk is protein-
packed and loaded with essen-
tial nutrients such as vitamin 
C, B1, B6, B12 and E, she 
learned. 

“I’ve read that the potassi-
um in goat milk works to 
maintain helpful cardiovascu-
lar function and protection 
against high blood pressure, 
atherosclerosis and stroke,” 
Rickles said.  

Rickles, who was born in 
Philadelphia grew up working 
with animals, but she had to 
learn how to work on a dairy.  

Rickles had a learning 
curve when she started High 
Hill Ranch, and it took a lot of 
research and help from farmers 

Producing goat milk products 
rewarding at High Hill Ranch

old high school demolished

Demolition of the old Neshoba Central High School began last week 
and is scheduled to be completed by the end of July. McKee Construc-
tion, Inc. of Philadelphia, which specializes in demolition and excava-
tion, was awarded the $695,350 contract earlier this year. The work 
began with asbestos removal when school let out in May. The building, 
which housed both the high school and junior high at one time, was 

constructed in 1963. Bricks from the demolition will be used to con-
struct a monument similar to the school’s previous monument featur-
ing two blue rockets. The new high school, completed in 2017, was 
part of an initial overall $23.4 million project approved by voters in 
August 2015.

See RANCH, page 2A

Kadeem 
Thomas

Downtown hotel gets city’s support

Photo by Sarah Kathryn Watkins 



she knew to master milking 
goats and preserving the milk, 
butter and cheese.  

“I’m still learning things to 
this day,” Rickles said.  

She began selling goat milk 
soap to customers at the Farm-
ers Market in Philadelphia in 
2011 to make some extra 

money on the side, and it was 
then that people started asking 
if she sold other products.  

After realizing she needed a 
dairy license to sell goat milk 
and goat cheese, Rickles 
obtained the license in 2014 
and expanded High Hill 
Ranch.  

Her goat cheese is one of 
her most popular items coming 
in different flavors such as reg-
ular, jalapeño, ranch and black 
peppercorn.  

The soap and lotions also 

come in a variety of scents, 
such as vanilla sugar and pep-
permint. 

Rickles said goat milk ice 
cream is something she has 
been experimenting with, but it 
is not commercially available 
due to requiring state approval 
plus needing to hire another 
person.  

Rickles plans to continue 
making her products and will 
appear at the Philadelphia 
Farmers Market at The Depot 
in this month.  

Rickles was born and raised 
in Philadelphia. Her parents 
were Jamie and Margaret 
Rickles. She attended Neshoba 
Central and Meridian Commu-
nity College. She has a daugh-
ter, Maggie Eubanks, and four 
step-grandchildren, Mallory, 
Chase, Asher and Rafe 
Eubanks.  

To learn more about High 
Hill Ranch, call Rickles at 
601-562-3243, or email high-
hillranch3@yahoo.com or 
visit her page on Facebook.
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0998 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Union woman was 

caught with a felony amount 
of methamphetamine 
while  going through a road-
block over the weekend, the 
authorities said. 

Candace Lynn Barton, 31, 
of 10481 Road 244, Union, 
was arrested on charges of 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and misdemeanor 
charges of possession of para-
phernalia and driving under a 

suspended license. 
Barton remained in 

the Neshoba County 
Detention Center on 
Monday afternoon 
and has been denied 
bond on the felony 
possession charge. 

Sheriff Eric Clark 
said the arrest came as 
a result of concentrat-
ed patrols in the area of Road 
616 and Lynwood community.  

Clark said that during the 
course of an investigation into 
a burglary reported at a mobile 

home in the area on 
Thursday, May 27, 
they identified areas 
that could benefit 
from increased 
patrols. 

“We had a burglary 
reported in that com-
munity and during our 

investigation, we identi-
fied some things that 

needed to be addressed,” 
Clark said. “From time to time 
we will identify an area where 
we will do some concentrated 
patrols whether that is from 

calls we have gotten from the 
area or an investigation. Offi-
cer presence is the number one 
deterrent to crime.” 

As part of the increased 
patrols, Clark said they arrest-
ed Barton in a roadblock at the 
intersection of Roads 418 and 
Road 325. Barton was identi-
fied as the driver of a yellow 
Kia Rio. 

Clark said anyone with any 
information on crimes or 
potential crimes is encouraged 
to please call Crime Stoppers 
at 855-485-8477.

Candace 
Barton

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Fully-vaccinated guests will 

not be required to wear a mask 
at Pearl River Resort, officials 
announced last week. 

In compliance with Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and Choctaw Health Center 
COVID-19 guidelines, Pearl 
River Resort has updated its 
mask policy.  

Effective last Friday, Pearl 
River Resort properties and its 
sister casino, Bok Homa Casino 
in Sandersville, will no longer 
require “fully vaccinated” 
guests to wear face coverings.  

Guests will be asked to pro-
vide proof of vaccination when 
entering the Silver Star, Golden 
Moon or Bok Homa Casino.  

That proof may be their vac-
cination card, a copy of their 
card, or a photo of their card on 

their smart phone. If a guest is 
unable to show proof of vacci-
nation, they will be required to 
wear a mask on property. 

Pearl River Resort and Bok 
Homa Casino will continue 
their in-house safety protocols, 
including temperature screening 
and property cleaning proce-
dures. The Resort invested over 
half a million dollars for safety 
equipment and technology that 
will remain in place. 

Masks are also optional for 
fully-vaccinated individuals vis-
iting the Resort’s non-gaming 
properties: Dancing Rabbit Golf 
Course, Dancing Rabbit Inn and 
Geyer Falls Water Theme Park. 
Guests may be asked to show 
proof of vaccination. 

For more information on 
Pearl River Resort’s properties, 
call 1-866-447-3275 or 
visit www.pearlriverresort.com.

Pearl River Resort updates mask policy

Ranch 
Continued from page 1A

Philadelphia High School Class of 1953 held its 68th class reunion at Lake Tiak-O’Khata May 14-16. Front row, from left: 
Kathy Terry (Mary’s daughter), Claudia Adkins Sims, Marjorie Buie Underwood, Connie Walters (Jack’s widow). Back row, 
from left: Mary Ratcliff Lyles, Jerry Lott, Willie Mae Richie Lott, Gail DeWeese Welsh, Victor C. ”Sonny” Welsh, Jr. and Billy 
Underwood. Not pictured is Berniece Jones Barham. Those not attending were recognized as well as deceased members. 
Those attending were grateful that they were able to be together again.

Union woman arrested with meth

PHS Class of 1953 holds reunion

mated Weather Observing Sys-
tem at the Philadelphia Airport; 

• Approve the payment of 
$12,866 to Waggoner Engi-
neering for its work on the 
Booker T. Washington gym 
project; 

• Approve the purchase of 
two 2021 Dodge Chargers for 

the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment at the cost of $29,541 
each. The cars are being pur-
chased on state contract from 
Kirk Motor Company of 
Grenada; 

• Approve a travel request 
from Fire Chief Pierce Clark 
and Jeff Franks to travel to Volk 
Field, WI, on June 12-19 for 
state emergency task force 
training.  

• Approve the title transfer 
of emergency equipment issued 
to other task force agencies 

around the state. The equip-
ment was purchased for those 
agencies by the task force 
through the Philadelphia Fire 
Department and issued to them; 

• Approve Alderman-at-
Large Leroy Clemon’s reap-
point of Darryl Young for a full 
term on the Philadelphia 
School Board; 

• Approve the payment of 
the following invoices from the 
city’s  Development Infrastruc-
ture  Grant  Program  account: 
East Central Insulation, $9,480; 

GlassWorx, $2,231; Barrett 
Enterprises, $4,955 and All-
South Construction, $4,770; 

• Approve for M&S Servic-
es to cut the grass in the median 
on Highway 16 from McDon-
ald’s to the city limits at a cost 
of $990. This is a one-time 
expenditure; and, 

 
Scott Hawkins contributed 

to this report.

Hotel 
Continued from page 1A
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
PHILADELPHIA — Mel-

isha Hancock will not have 
any trouble finding her way 
around as she takes over as 
principal at Philadelphia Ele-
mentary School. 

That’s where she began her 
career in education and she is 
looking forward to her new 
assignment. 

“The elementary school is 
where everything starts,” Han-
cock said.   “I never thought I 
would be going back to the 
elementary school. You move 
up but then you say I need to 
go back there. 

“If you want to make the 
biggest difference, you have to 
be where everything starts. 
And this is where a child’s 
education starts” 

Hancock has held several 
positions during her 20-plus 
years with the Philadelphia 
School District.  

She started as a third-grade 
teacher at Philadelphia Ele-
mentary School. She taught 
third grade for six years and 
sixth grade for five years. 
Then she moved over to the 
high school. There she taught 
math and algebra and later 
served as assistant principal 
over the middle school. She 
was also the cheerleader spon-
sor. 

Hancock is originally from 
Columbia. She attended 
Southwest Community Col-

lege and graduated from the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. She received her mas-
ter’s degree from Mississippi 
State University. 

Hancock has her National 
Board Certification in Early 
Adolescent Math. 

During the past year, she 
has been director over federal 
programs and curriculum. She 
did that while also teaching 
eighth-grade math and alge-
bra. 

From her experience as 
curriculum director, Hancock 
has seen how a student’s edu-
cation career is connected, 
from kindergarten all the way 
through their senior year. 

“The biggest thing is mak-
ing sure our students leave 
each grade ready for the next 
grade,” Hancock said. “We 
have to make sure they are 
working on grade level. 

“Reading and Language 
Arts are so important. Our stu-
dents need to expand their 
vocabulary. How can you read 
a word and spell it if you don’t 
use it and know what it 
means? I want school to be 
enjoyable for everyone but we 
have to remember we are in 
the business of education,” 
Hancock said. 

Hancock said she and her 
staff can’t do it alone. It is 
going to take families and the 
community getting involved 
to move the elementary school 
forward. 

“I know many of the fami-

lies,” Hancock said. “I have 
taught many of the parents 
whose children are in the ele-
mentary school. I have taught 
older brothers and sisters,” 
Hancock said. “I am not above 
picking up the phone and call-
ing a parent when we need 
their support. We will use 
these connections to reach our 
students. Parental contact is so 
important.” 

Superintendent Dr. Lisa 
Hull said Hancock is the right 
person for the job. 

“She has seen our school 
district, pre-K through 12, so 
she has a great understanding 
of what needs to happen,” 
Hull said. “She has already 
established a relationship with 
the community and that will 
be a great asset to the school 
as we move forward. We hate 
to lose her over here as cur-
riculum director but this 
where we need her now.” 

Hancock said she had 
thought about applying for the 
principal’s position but hesi-
tated because she has just 
started the job as director of 
federal programs and curricu-
lum. 

“Mrs. Hull asked me if I 
would consider applying,” 
Hancock said. “She men-
tioned it and I was very inter-
ested. I can see from working 
in this position things that I 
would like to see happen there 
and things I can do and add to 
make sure we are successful.”

Hancock named Philadelphia 
Elementary’s next principal
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Melisha Hancock has been named principal of Philadelphia Elementary School.
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.         

— Psalm 90:2,4 (ESV) 

Biden revolution sputters before starting 
RICH LOWRY

Kamala vs. Manchin

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

It’s finally dawned on Pres-
ident Joe Biden that he barely 
controls the House and the 
Senate. 

His remarks last Tuesday 
taking a swipe at Sens. Joe 
Manchin of West Virginia and 
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona 
were notable less for how they 
publicly aired an intraparty 
dispute than for their utter 
banality. 

“I hear all the folks on TV 
saying, ‘Why doesn’t Biden 
get this done?’” he said, refer-
ring to himself in the third per-
son in classic Washington 
fashion. “Well, because Biden 
only has a majority of effec-
tively four votes in the House 
and a tie in the Senate, with 
two members of the Senate 
who vote more with my 
Republican friends.” 

Of course, he’s completely 
right (except for the part about 
Manchin and Sinema voting 
with Republicans — they are 
reliable Democratic votes). 

Not only is it true that 
Biden has narrow majorities, 
this is likely to be a defining 
feature of his presidency. 
Unforeseen events always 
take a hand, but it seems likely 
that one of the headlines at the 
end of the Biden years will be, 
“The president had vaulting 
ambitions, frustrated by razor-
thin (and perhaps, temporary) 
legislative majorities.” 

Somehow, this was appar-
ently passed over or brushed 
aside at Biden’s session with 
liberal historians at the White 
House that focused on how he 
could be a transformative 
leader in the mold of FDR or 
LBJ. 

And it didn’t figure in the 
spate of wishful commentary 
around the time of the passage 
of the COVID-19 relief bill 

that Biden was indeed on 
track to be the next FDR. 

Of course, Franklin Roo-
sevelt had a historic majority 
in the House and a healthy 
majority in the Senate, which 
were what made it possible for 
him to be FDR. Needless to 
say, he wasn’t complaining 
that a couple of wayward 
Democrats were keeping him 
from doing anything shortly 
after the completion of his 
first 100 days. 

The left’s reaction to 
Biden’s predicament is to 
blame Manchin for being so 
stubbornly supportive of the 
filibuster. 

Rev. William J. Barber II, a 
civil rights leader, told The 
Washington Post in frustra-
tion, “They need to let 
Manchin understand we elect-
ed Joe Biden — not Joe 
Manchin — to be president.” 

True enough, although 
many voters surely believed 
they were electing someone 
like Manchin as president — 
an old-school pragmatist 
who’d object at overturning a 
long-standing Senate practice 
in a headlong rush to try to 
match the legislative output of 
transformational progressive 
presidents. 

Manchin has been the 
focus of attention on the fili-
buster, so much so that he’s 
complained about reporters 
badgering him about it. Sine-
ma, though, sounds equally 
adamant and there are other 

Senate Democrats who would 
go along with it if the party 
decided to go nuclear, but 
have no enthusiasm for the 
idea. 

Regardless, on a number of 
high-profile issues like the 
$15 minimum wage and the 
H.R. 1 voting bill, Biden’s 
problem isn’t getting to 60 
votes to overcome a filibuster. 
It’s getting to 50 for a simple 
majority. 

That the White House has 
been so willing to try to nego-
tiate with Senate Republicans 
on infrastructure is probably a 
sign that it doesn’t have 50 
votes for the current Biden 
proposal, either. 

There’s no doubt that 
Biden is going to be able to 
spend a lot of money, although 
a new ruling from the Senate 
parliamentarian has dashed 
the hopes of Democrats that 
they might be able to use rec-
onciliation — the budget 
process that bypasses the fili-
buster — multiple times this 
year. 

But big, sweeping meas-
ures — like the voting bill, cli-
mate legislation and immigra-
tion changes — are out of 
reach absent a sea change. 

A couple of months from 
now, it could be obvious that 
the highly touted Biden revo-
lution is sputtering to a stop 
before it even gets started. 

If so, the fault won’t be 
Manchin’s or Sinema’s, or in 
our stars, but in the simple fact 
that Biden doesn’t have 
enough votes in Congress — 
never did and never will. 

 
 

Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley. 

Speaking in Tulsa on the 
100th anniversary of the racial 
atrocity there, Joe Biden belat-
edly turned to the issue of vot-
ing rights, to explain why he is 
having such difficulty win-
ning passage of the party’s 
priority legislation. 

“I hear all the folks on TV 
saying, ‘Why doesn’t Biden 
get this done?’”   

“Well, because Biden only 
has a majority of, effectively, 
four votes in the House and a 
tie in the Senate, with two 
members of the Senate who 
vote more with my Republi-
can friends.” 

Biden was referring to 
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona 
and Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia. 

“But we’re not giving up,” 
Biden hastily added.  

“Earlier this year, the 
House of Representatives 
passed For the People Act to 
protect our democracy. The 
Senate will take it up later this 
month, and I’m going to fight 
like heck with every tool at 
my disposal for its passage. 

“To signify the importance 
of our efforts, today I’m ask-
ing Vice President Harris to 
help ... lead them. ... With her 
leadership and your support, 
we’re going to overcome 
again, I promise you. But it’s 
going to take a hell of a lot of 
work.”  

Thus did Biden designate 
Kamala Harris as his field 
commander in winning Senate 
passage of a voting rights bill 
that would cancel out many 
GOP victories in state legisla-
tures in enacting voting 
reforms. 

Sunday, Harris, who is also 
Biden’s point person on the 
border crisis, went to 
Guatemala to learn what caus-
es Latin American peoples of 
color to leave the land they 
were born in and travel 1,000 
miles for a chance to live, 
work and raise their families 
in a nation established by and 
for white supremacists. 

But when she returns, Har-
ris will face a showdown — 
with Joe Manchin. 

For Manchin, who has the 
decisive Democratic vote in 

the Senate, not only opposes 
elements of the Democrats’ 
voting rights bill. He has 
declared that ending the Sen-
ate filibuster would “be to 
destroy our government,” and 
he will never cast a vote to kill 
it. 

In April, Manchin was 
emphatic in The Washington 
Post, “There is no circum-
stance in which I will vote to 
eliminate or weaken the fili-
buster.” 

Yet, as long as that fili-
buster exists, 60 Senate votes 
are needed to pass major leg-
islation. And if the filibuster is 
not eliminated, Democratic 
voting rights proposals don’t 
have a snowball’s chance of 
being enacted. 

Hence, if Manchin is 
telling the truth and holds his 
ground, Harris is headed for a 
fruitless and failed assignment 
this June that will reveal her to 
be a leader without clout in the 
Senate whence she came.  

Thus, in publicly handing 
Harris the portfolio on both 
the Democrats’ voting rights 
bill and border crisis, Biden 
may have set up his vice pres-
ident for a great fall and a 
major humiliation. Yet, Harris 
is said to have asked Biden for 
the assignment. 

As for Manchin, he is sit-
ting in the catbird seat in the 
Democratic Party. He holds 
the whip hand over both 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and Biden. For if the 
West Virginian refuses to bend 
or break on the filibuster, then 
not only will the voting rights 
bill fail in the Senate, so, too, 
could gun control, D.C. state-
hood, climate change, and 
immigration legislation.  

All could suffer the same 
fate as the Jan. 6 Commission. 

The Washington Post 
reports Senate staffers are say-
ing that there is “panic” in the 

Democratic caucus that 
Manchin will stand his ground 
and refuse to kill the filibuster, 
no matter the pressure the 
party puts on him.  

Recognition by the White 
House of the leverage 
Manchin and Sinema wield 
was evident in press secretary 
Jen Psaki’s effort to soften 
Biden’s crack about “the two 
members of the Senate who 
vote more with my Republi-
can friends.” 

Psaki brushed aside any 
suggestion that Biden was 
being caustic about the two 
senators saying, “I don’t think 
he was intending to convey 
anything other than a little bit 
of commentary on TV pundit-
ry.” 

But the issues and stakes 
involved are becoming evi-
dent to everyone. 

A coalition of progressive 
groups, on Thursday, called 
on Schumer to hold a Senate 
vote to kill the filibuster. More 
than 100 groups sent a letter to 
the majority leader arguing 
that the Republican senators 
who blocked a bill to create a 
commission to probe the Jan. 
6 Capitol attack showed, “it is 
clearer than ever that the fili-
buster needs to be eliminat-
ed.” 

The groups added: “We 
call on you and the Senate 
Democratic caucus to elimi-
nate the filibuster as a weapon 
that Sen. McConnell can use 
to block efforts to defend and 
strengthen our democracy and 
make our government work 
for the American people.”  

If Joe Manchin holds his 
ground this June, he will pre-
vail, the filibuster will sur-
vive, the For the People Act 
will die a deserved death, and 
Joe will become legend in 
West Virginia.  

And if Manchin stands his 
ground, the big loser is 
Kamala Harris. 

 
 

Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.”

It’s finally dawned on 
President Joe Biden 

that he barely controls 
the House and the 

Senate.
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Manchin, who has the 
decisive Democratic 
vote in the Senate, 

opposes elements of 
the Dem’s platform.

The COVID-19 pandemic that arose 18 
months ago has killed more than 3.5 mil-
lion individuals worldwide. The daily 
body count is thankfully easing, and 
attention is shifting from 
solely saving lives to 
retracing the trail of death 
to its source. Finger-point-
ers can wind up digitally 
challenged, but avoiding 
future calamity means 
responsible parties must be held to 
account. 

It is human nature for the guilty to 
avoid looking in the mirror. China, where 
the coronavirus inarguably originated, has 
made it clear that an apology is not forth-
coming. As if the lack of Chinese contri-
tion isn’t maddening enough, Beijing has 
stated that it will no longer cooperate with 
any investigation into the virus’ origin. 

However, China cannot force the world 
to unlearn what it already knows. As The 
Washington Times reported Friday, U.S. 
intelligence agencies have identified a 
virus strain studied in the Wuhan Institute 
of Virology as a possible “backbone for 
the creation of a pathogenic chimeric 
virus,” pointing to an experimental rather 
than a natural cause. This echoes what 
Bill Gertz wrote in The Washington 
Times in January 2020, and no amount of 
silencing by Facebook and other media 
outlets will alter the truth. 

As facts come into focus, China is 
meeting criticism with belligerence. The 
Chinese Communist Party’s semi-official 
Global Times recently declared the nation 
must be prepared for an “intense show-
down” with the U.S.: “The number of 
China‘s nuclear warheads must reach the 
quantity that makes U.S. elites shiver 
should they entertain the idea of engaging 
in a military confrontation with China.” In 
other words, Americans angered by 
China‘s affronts must be frightened into 

silence. 
With characteristic bluntness, former 

President Trump has issued a statement 
calling for financial compensation: 

“China should pay $10 tril-
lion to America, and the 
World, for the death and 
destruction they have 
caused!” 

But some Americans 
have their own issues with 

mirrors. Freedom of Information Act 
requests have produced more than 3,000 
emails, some revealing that while Nation-
al Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases director Anthony Fauci reassured 
the nation in early 2020 that COVID-19 
likely originated in nature, he directed his 
deputy to study up on whether the Wuhan 
lab, which his institute partially funds, 
engaged in “gain of function” research, 
which can produce deadly pathogens. 

The wall of denial is crumbling before 
emerging evidence that coronavirus is 
anything but natural. Even President 
Biden, who rode the public’s fear of death 
into the White House, has bowed to 
inevitability. He has called for a 90-day 
investigation into whether the virus origi-
nated in a Chinese lab. To wonder why 
such a query is not automatic is to forget 
that sometimes the truth hurts. It’s a les-
son not lost on State Department employ-
ees who warned that such an investigation 
could “open a can of worms,” according 
to Vanity Fair. 

There is value in turning the other 
cheek, but humanity has already done 
that. COVID-19 is likely the fifth pesti-
lence to emerge from China in the last 20 
years, says Trump National Security 
Adviser Robert O’Brien. If this pandemic 
proves to be the result of a leaky lab, 
China must open its checkbook. 

— The Washington Times

Is China to blame for virus?

If COVID-19 emerged 
from a leaky lab,  

Beijing should pay 

JUNE 13, 1941 
Hays McKay is the new 

scoutmaster of Philadelphia’s 
Boy Scout Troop 37, which 
has undergone complete reor-
ganization. Twenty-six regis-
tered scouts are now enrolled 
in the troop with five applica-
tions for membership under 
consideration. Richard Mol-
pus is assistant scoutmaster. 
The scouts are now competing 
for a free trip to the camp 
which will be awarded to the 
troop member earning the 
highest number of points.   

 
JUNE 7, 1951 

Cpl. Ralph Thomas, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. T.R. Thomas of 
the Dixie Community arrived 
home from Korea. He has 
been in Japan and Korea for 
the past 3 ½ years, with the 
27th Infantry Regiment of the 
25th Division. After spending 
a 30 day leave, he will report 
to Ft. Jackson, S.C. for reas-
signment.  

Dan Jordan, twelve year 
old son of Dr. and Mrs. D.P. 
Jordan, was winner of a trip to 
the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way Races in a contest spon-
sored by the Jackson Clarion-
Ledger. 

 
JUNE 8, 1961 

George Wayne McKay and 
Mrs. Nellie Mildred McKay 
of Philadelphia, composed 
one of the four husband-wife 
combinations to receive 
degrees simultaneously during 
recent graduation exercises at 

Mississippi Southern College. 
President R.C. Cook, singled 
out the dual achievements of 
Mr. and Mrs. McKay for spe-
cial mention during the cere-
mony.     

 
JUNE 11, 1971 

Neshoba Democrat Editor, 
Stanley Dearman discusses 
the Democrat with former edi-
tor, Clayton Rand and former 
New York Times executive 
editor and Vice President, 
Turner Catledge. Catledge 
addressed the Mississippi 
Press Association at its con-
vention. He was introduced by 
Rand, who was the editor for 
the Democrat from 1919-
1925. Catledge began his 
newspaper career with the 
Neshoba Democrat at 14 
years old. He worked under 
Rand and left Philadelphia in 
‘22, and worked in many 
places such as New York, Bal-
timore, etc. He now resides in 
New Orleans. 

 
JUNE 4, 1981 

Phillip Gandy, pastor of 
Herbert Baptist Church, 
received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in bible from 
Southeastern Baptist Church 
in Laurel. He was selected as 
Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Universities and 
Colleges in recognition of out-
standing merit and accom-
plishment as a student.   

 
JUNE 5, 1991 

Those receiving baseball 

awards at Neshoba Central 
are; John Herrington, best 
offense; Brandon Gray, best 
defense, Mark Stovall and 
Nathan Yates, captains; 
Thomas Allen, pitching 
award; Ryan Jim, coaches’ 
award; Rickie Goldman, hus-
tle award; Ricky John, batting 
award; Tommy Holland, most 
improved; and Chris Vowell, 
most valuable player.  

 
JUNE 6, 2001 

Grant McDaniel and Dana 
Apperason were recently rec-
ognized as outstanding band 
members in the eighth grade 
at Neshoba Central. They 
received a plaque, medal, and 
a certificate for outstanding 
service. 

  
JUNE 8, 2011  

Philadelphia Elementary 
School Principal, Lee Ann 
Fulton, was named Director of 
Curriculum and Assessment 
and Director of Federal Pro-
grams for the school district. 
Assistant Elementary School 
Principal, Jason Gentry was 
promoted to principal.  

The seventh season of 
“Jobs for Life” celebrated 
graduation from the 16 weeks 
training program at City Lim-
its Restaurant. The graduates 
are; Callie Smith, Natisha 
Thomas, Denese Seales, Ellen 
McDowell, Hattie Brown, 
Carolyn Young, and Mary 
Watkins.



By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
If you are using Highway 19 

south to enter or exit Philadel-
phia, you might add 10 minutes 
or so to your trip. 

The Mississippi Department 
of Transportation is in the 
process of replacing the bridge 
next to Bumpers. This has cre-
ated a traffic bottleneck in that 
area.  

If you are leaving Philadel-
phia in a non-commercial vehi-
cle, the unofficial detour is to 
turn left onto St. Francis Drive, 
go up to the stop sign, turn 
right, and travel on Valley View 
Street past the Post Office onto 
Highway 19 south. It’s the 
reverse if you are coming into 
town. 

The official MDOT detour 
sends vehicles through Union 
to House. 

The bridge was closed at the 
end of May and it is hoped the 
new bridge will be in before the 
start of the Neshoba County 
Fair. 

Traffic is prone to back up at 
any time because of stop 

signs but especially during the 
morning and evening commute 
hours. 

Bennie Adkins watches it 
every day from his barber shop 
at the corner of Holland Avenue 
and St. Francis Drive. 

“The stop sign stops the traf-
fic,” Adkins said. “They don’t 
have anywhere to go. 

“School isn’t going on. It’s 
not nearly as bad now as when 
there was school traffic. When 
it is quitting time, about 4 or 5 
p.m., that’s when it is the worst. 
And when you get these 18 
wheelers coming through, it 
gets slow,” Adkins said. 

“A bunch of the 18 wheelers 
come through here. One flipped 
over in the ditch, trying to turn 
and another flipped over,” he 
said. 

When headed north on 
Highway 19 from Meridian, 
there is a detour sign advising 
trucks and cars to turn on Road 
492 at House, right before the 
end of the four-lane. That will 
lead you to Union where you 
can turn north and enter 
Philadelphia on Highway 16. 

“You have to put up with the 

traffic but that goes along with 
progress,” said Adkins. “You 
know you have to do things, 
close roads and fix them. It has-
n’t bothered my business. But 

when you leave, it might take 
you a few minutes to get back 
on the road.” 

Mayor James Young asked 
for the public’s patience. 

“We have extended the cul-
vert to make the turn safer,” 
Young said. “We haven’t had 
any more incidents with trucks 
since we did that. But there 

isn’t much we can do about 
traffic. 

“This makes you realize 
how much traffic comes in and 
out of the city in that area.” 
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Buena Jean 
Jones 

Buena Jean Jones (Taptto), 
86, was born on August 12, 1934 
to James and Francis (Bointy) 
Taptto in Law-
ton, Oklaho-
ma. She 
passed away 
on May 25, 
2021 at home 
surrounded by 
her loving 
family. 

She mar-
ried the love 
of her life, 
Robert Wayne 
Jones, in 1952 
at the Rainy Mountain Indian 
Church. Buena graduated from 
the University of Oklahoma with 
Masters Degree in Public Health 
Education and East Central Uni-
versity with Bachelors degrees in 
Nursing and Sociology.  Buena 
worked for the Choctaw tribe in 
Philadelphia, Mississippi for 20 
years  as a Public Health Educa-
tor, and as a registered nurse in 
Ada for15 years for the Chicka-
saw Nation. 

She enjoyed reading and 
working on puzzles. Buena was 
a member of the Kiowa Tribe of 
Oklahoma .  

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert Wayne 
Jones; two sons, Robert Gene 
Jones and James Carroll Jones; 
parents, James and Francis Tapt-
to; twin brother, Byron Bointy; 
two sisters, Thelma Stumbling-
bear and Audrey Carter.  

She is survived by her 2 
daughters: Shirley Tapp of 
Yukon, OK         
Lisa Jones of Mountain View, 
OK, 7 grandchildren: Eric Jemi-
son of Medina, New York, 
William Birdtail and his wife, 
Sara of Yukon, OK, Stephanie 
Jones of Laurel, MS,  Ashly 
Ware and her husband, Jake of 
Ada, OK, Audrie Morgan and 
her partner, Justin Northam of 
OKC, OK, Ciara Tapp of Yukon, 
OK, Jasmine Douglas and her 
partner Adonis Williams of Ada, 
Oklahoma , 9 great-grandchil-
dren: William Birdtail, Landen 
Birdtail, Brent Printup, Chelsea 
Printup, Oliver Birdtail, Caroline 
Ware, Jonathan Ware, Lola 
Lopez, and August Northam, 2 
sisters: Barbara Roberts of Las 
Cruces, NM, Marilyn Spotted-
horse of Mountain View, OK 

Graveside: 11:00 a.m., Satur-
day, May 29, 2021 Rainy Moun-
tain Cemetery, Mountain View, 
OK 

Under the direction of Ray 
and Martha’s Funeral Home, 
Carnegie. 

 

Judith Ann 
Lawrence 

McKay 
On Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 

Judith Ann Lawrence McKay, 
mother of two children, step 
mother to three and "Mimi" to 
eight grandchildren, passed 
away one day after turning 77. 
Judy was born in Memphis, TN. 
On May 24, 1944 to Frederick 
Lopez Lawrence and Clara Hen-
ley Lawrence. Judy was a life 
long Memphian and a descen-
dant of members of the founding 
party led by Andrew Jackson. 
The Lawrence brothers were sur-
veyors who mapped the City of 
Memphis, with one going on to 
become the fourth Mayor of 
Memphis. 

Judy was a member of the 
1962 graduating class of eight at 
St. Mary's Episcopal School, the 
first of the modern era. From 
there she moved to Columbus, 
MS. where she attended the Mis-
sissippi College for Women. 

Possessing boundless energy, 
Judy was a member of the Sub-
urban Garden Club, The Le Bon-
heur Club, volunteer for the Oral 
School for the Deaf, a member of 
Germantown Baptist Church and 
Subsidium where she served as 
president in 1987. One of her 
passions was "antiquing" owning 
multiple booths with her best 
friend, Loree Jones, over several 
decades. Then of course, there 
was Christmas where her home 
on Carter's Grove became a sub-
sidiary of Santa's workshop with 
every nook and cranny decorated 

No Christmas tree was large 
enough for a home with forty 
foot ceilings, until finally one 
year the mammoth tree tipped 
over and crashed narrowly miss-
ing mom Clara's bridge club 
luncheon that Judy was hosting. 
Later, the elderly ladies, having 
spent the afternoon playing cards 
and sipping from the stock of the 
full bar, hardly noticed the 
downed forty foot Northern Pine 
as they gayly filed out through 
the living room. 

The year was 2000 when she 
would meet Kenneth William 
McKay through mutual friends 
Bob and Becky Schaeffer. They 
were smitten with one another 
from the beginning and would 
wed exactly one year later. Both 
had yearned for a "big family" 
and with a blend of four daugh-
ters and one son, they created 
instant gratification. 

Judy is survived by the "Love 
of my Life" Ken and her chil-
dren, Debbie Sodec (Jeremy), 
Birmingham, AL, Greg Camp-
bell, Memphis, TN, grandchil-
dren, John Henry Campbell, 
Cameron Sodec, Freddie Camp-
bell and Cooper Sodec. In addi-
tion, step children, Michelle 
Warren(Chris), Marlow Harris 
(Jeff), Courtney Neal (Ryan) all 
of Memphis, TN, step grandchil-
dren, Levi Warren, Tucker Har-
ris, Summer Warren and Webb 
Neal, with numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

 
She was preceded in death by 

her parents, and a brother, Fred-
erick "Lin" Lawrence (Nina). 

The McKay family would 
like to extend special thanks to 
all of Judy's health care givers 
during her journey. In addition, 
words cannot properly express 
our love and gratitude for 
Methodist Hospice Nurse, Tori 
Billings. Last, the family wants 
to recognize Sherran Kinney for 
her friendship, devotion and 
commitment to Judy and Ken 
during their time of need. 

The family will receive rela-
tives and friends on Tuesday, 
June 1, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. with a 
funeral service to follow at 11:30 
a.m. in the Fireside Chapel of 
Memorial Park Funeral Home 
and Cemetery. Interment to fol-
low at Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Memorial Park Funeral 
Home and Cemetery, 5668 
Poplar Ave, Memphis, TN, 
38119. (901)767-8930. 

 

Kevin “Doda” 
Frank Savell 

Funeral services for Mr. 
Kevin “Doda” Frank Savell was 
held 2 PM Saturday, June 5, 
2021, at John E. Stephens 
Chapel with Rev. Shawn Holley 
officiating. Burial in Mt. Olive 
Cemetery (Stephenstown). John 
E. Stephens Chapel in charge. 

Mr. Savell, 56, passed away 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at 
Anderson Regional Medical 
Center in Meridian.  He lived in 
Neshoba Co. most of his life 
where he was a carpenter. He 
was a member of New Pleasant-
dale Baptist Church. His hobbies 
and special interest were his fam-
ily and friends. 

Preceded in death by his wife, 
Carolyn Coffer Savell; mother, 
Carolyn Dunn Savell; sister, 
Stacy Ann Moore. 

Survivors include, father, 
Frank Savell of Philadelphia; 
sons, Cody Savell (Shelby) of 
Pisgah, Kevin “Bubba” Coffer 
(Melissa); sisters, Rhonda 
Watkins, Tracy Dorman all of 
Philadelphia; brother, Rex Savell 
of Union; several nieces, 
nephews. 

Pallbearers: Austin Holley, 
Jonathan Moore, Kameron 
Bryan, Austin Warren, John 
Hamilton, Chas Lashley. 

 

Shelby Ward 
Breland 

Services for Mrs. Shelby 
Ward Breland were Monday, 
June 7, 2021, at 1:00 p. m. from 
McClain-Hays Chapel with Dr. 
Mike Carr and Rev. Mike Miles 
officiating.   Burial followed in 
the Linwood Cemetery.  
McClain-Hays Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.  

Mrs. Breland, 84, of Philadel-
phia, died Saturday, June 5, 
2021. 

She was a Neshoba County 
native and graduated from East 
Neshoba High School in 1956.  
She also attended East Central 
Junior College. 

Mrs. Breland was a lifetime 
member of Trinity Baptist 
Church where she served as 
pianist for over forty years.  

Survivors include sons, Steve 
Breland, Andy Breland, and 
Mike Miles, all of Philadelphia; 
seven grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; and sister, Gail 
Ward Long of Union.  

Mrs. Breland was preceded in 
death by husband, Kenneth; son, 
Kevin “Squirrel” Breland; par-
ents, T. C. Ward and Delma 
Smith Moorehead; and sister, 
Kay Ward Seale. 

 

Steve Fowler 
Services for Steve Fowler 

were Saturday, June 5, 2021, at 
2:00 p.m. from McClain-Hays 
Chapel with Rev. Mack Alford 
officiating.  McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.  

Mr. Fowler, 78, of Brandon, 
died Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 

A native of Laurel, MS, he 
lived in Philadelphia from 1980 
until 2018, where he was 
owner/operator of Reliable 
Insurance Company.  He was a 
resident of Brandon since 2018.  
Mr. Fowler was a member of 
Henry’s Chapel Church. 

Survivors include son, Shane 
Fowler of Brandon, MS; stepson, 
Eddie Gilmer of Rose Hill, MS; 
stepdaughter, Sheila Madison of 

Philadelphia, MS; four grand-
children; two great-grandchil-
dren; sisters, Mary Waltman of 
Houston, TX, and Sylvia Wicker 
of Austin, TX. 

Preceding Mr. Fowler in 
death were his wife, Peggy 
Fowler; son, Scott Fowler; par-
ents, Inman O. and Anita Hardin 
Fowler. 

 

Fred Keeton 
McEachin, Jr. 
A graveside service for Fred 

Keeton McEachin, Jr., was held 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at 2:00 
p.m. from Eastlawn Cemetery 
with Dr. Owen Gordon officiat-
ing.  McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mr. McEachin, 83, of 
Philadelphia, MS, died Tuesday, 
June 1, 2021, at Martha Jo Leslie 
State Veterans Home in 
Kosciusko. 

He was a native and longtime 
resident of Philadelphia, MS.  He 
served two tours of duty with the 
Army in Vietnam and was a 
member of the American Legion 
and VFW.  Mr. McEachin was a 
member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia.  

Survivors include nieces, 
Debbie N. Hodges (William) of 
Philadelphia, MS, Dawn N. 
Stewart (Allen) of Fulton, MS, 
and Leah N. Chancey (Heath) of 
Birmingham, AL. 

Preceding Mr. McEachin in 
death were his parents, Fred, Sr., 
and Lena Pearl McEachin; and 
sister, Jean McEachin Adkison.  

 

Marty Joe 
Williams 

Funeral service for Mr. Marty 
Joe Williams was held 2 PM 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at John E. 
Stephens Chapel with Rev. John 
E. Stephens officiating. Inter-
ment in Ocobla Baptist Ceme-
tery. 

Marty, 51, passed away Fri-
day, June 4, 2021 at Neshoba 
County General Hospital. He 
lived in Neshoba County all of 
his life. He worked at Biewer 
Sawmill in Newton, MS. His 
hobbies include Nascar, fishing 
and Ole Miss football. Marty 
was Baptist. 

Preceded in death by his 
father, Charles K. Williams; 
infant brother, Gregory Keith 
Williams. 

Survivors: Companion, 
Daphne James of Philadelphia; 
Daughters, Christian Williams of 
Miami, FL and Erica Williams of 
Union; Son, Austin Williams; 
Mother, Marlene Williams both 
of Philadelphia; Sister, Barbara 
McPherson (Randall) of Leland, 

MS; (2) Grandchildren; nephew, 
aunts, uncles, cousins and other 
relatives. 

Pallbearers: Darron Smith, 
Scott Apperson, Justin Houston, 
Michael Vaughn, Steven 
Williams, Stephen Clark; 
Posthumously Brad Houston and 
Chris Pinter. 

 

Tammy K.     
Carroll 

Private memorial services for 
Mrs. Tammy K. Carroll will be 
held at a later date. Mrs. Carroll, 
57, passed away Saturday, June 
5, 2021 at her residence. She 
lived in Neshoba County most of 
her life. She was a registered 
nurse and enjoyed her grandchil-
dren and crocheting. 

Mrs. Carroll was preceded in 
death by her parents, Fred & 
Betty Skeen; sisters, Bonnie 
Dees and Linda Watkins; Sur-
vivors are her husband, Dwayne 
"Alabama" Carroll of Philadel-
phia; daughter, Amanda Carroll 
of Philadelphia; son, Andy Car-
roll of Philadelphia; sister, Alice 
Sowell of AL; (2) Grandchil-
dren. 

 

Leonard Kendall 
Graveside services for Mr. 

Leonard Michael Kendall were 
held on Monday, June 7, 2021, at 
11 A.M. from Decatur M.B. 
Church Cemetery in Decatur, 
MS, with Rev. Terry Anderson 
officiating. Beck Funeral Home, 
Inc. was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mr. Kendall, 69, of Decatur, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
June 2, 2021 at Baptist Medical 
Center in Jackson. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Connie Kendell of Decatur, MS, 
two children, Shana Kendall of 
Decatur, MS, and Timothy Har-
rison of Stonewall, MS, one two 
grandchildren.   

 

Caleb “Buck” 
Lewis Carter 

Caleb “Buck” Lewis Carter, 
15, born on October 10, 2005 
passed away Sunday, June 6, 
2021. Visitation will be on 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021, from 
4:00 PM until 9:00 PM and 
Thursday, June 10, 12:00 PM 
until 1:50 PM at New Liberty 
Baptist Church. Services will be 
at 2:00 PM on June 10, 2021, at 
New Liberty Baptist Church 
with Bro Paul Smith, Bro 
Jonathan Hynes and Mack Ginn 

officiating. 
Caleb was a lifelong resident 

of the Branch Community and 
was a member of the New Liber-
ty Baptist Church. Caleb “Buck” 
just finished the 9th grade at 
Morton High School. He 
excelled in football at Morton 
High School and East Rankin 
Academy. Caleb’s love was fish-
ing, mud riding and rodeoing 
where he loved to ride bulls. He 
was a member of the Mid-South 
Little Britches Rodeo Associa-
tion and a former member of the 
MS Junior High Rodeo Associa-
tion where he was a roper and 
last year in 2020 he was the 
Reserve World Champion 
Breakaway Roper, 3 time State 
Flag Racing Champion, count-
less buckles in roping, barrel rac-
ing and he had 1 Pole Bending 
Buckle. 

In the summertime he worked 
as a truck driver and equipment 
operator for his father and grand-
father at Morton Construction. 
He loved to aggravate his big sis-
ter, aka Little Mama. Caleb was 
a Mama’s boy, always giving his 
mother Bear Hugs. 

Caleb was preceded in death 
by grandfather, Roger Lewis 
Carter, Sr. and brother, Dallon 
Griffin. He is survived by his 
parents Michael Carter (Casey 
Smith) of Morton, MS and 
Tanya and Christopher Shoe-
maker of Morton; Paternal 
Grandmother, Hattie Faye Carter 
of Madison, MS; Maternal 
Grandparents Barbara Boswell, 
Larry and Cathy Griffin of Mor-
ton, MS; Maternal Great Grand 
Mother Lavern Griffin of Mor-
ton, MS; five sisters Shyanne 
Burt (Tyler) of Pueblo, CO, Alex 
Shoemaker of Terry, MS, Bailey 
Shoemaker of Tucson, AZ, Carly 
Shoemaker of Richland, MS and 
Lily Shoemaker of Richland, 
MS.; a host of Aunts, Uncles, 
Cousins and Friends. 

Pallbearers are Jerald Bier-
man, Scott Hindam, Pete Munn, 
Keith Partridge, Tanner, Munn 
and Lincoln Gatwood. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
to Morton High School Football 
Team c/o Coach Sean Gerald. 

You may sign the online 
guestbook at our website, 
www.wolffuneralservices.com
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Bridge replacement causes temporary traffic bottleneck

Motorists are told by officials to expect some traffic slowdowns on Highway 19 south due to bridge work.
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Hell is a place of gnashing of teeth

This Devotional and Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to, 
attend worship services. If your church is not listed this week, please look in next week’s edition. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

There is no more surprising conversion 
than Saul of Tarsus. He changes from a 
creature with tireless zeal to persecute the 
church to a man whose ministry had more 
far-reaching effects than any other in 
Christian history.  

The apostle Paul will later describe his 
pre-conversion nature as one of “raging 
fury” against Christians. He had a hellish 
disposition. Jesus taught that hell is a place 
of gnashing of teeth and darkness. Saul is 
described this way. In Acts 8:3, he was 
“ravaging the church,” an expression of a 
wild beast tearing a body apart.  

In Acts 9:1, he is “breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord.” 
After he is converted, “something like 
scales fell from his eyes,” indicating that 
he was a man who was blind to the spiri-
tual life of God (verse 18).  

Sin gives us a taste of hell. All men sup-
press the truth of God in order to protect 
their sin, whether it is vanity, immorality, 
or anything in between. Saul attacked the 
church because it proclaimed the truth of 
God, and commanded people they must 
repent. This message was good news 
because for Saul because he was headed 
for destruction, but it meant he was wrong 
about how he was living. 

He was a legalist, and that spirit boasts 
in its own righteousness. It generates more 
anger, more indignation toward God and 
men. Jesus said the converts of the Phar-
isees were made twice more the children 
of hell as a result of the teaching they 
received. And Saul was the most dedicat-
ed Pharisee. 

But the Lord was gracious to Saul. The 
conversion of Saul encourages the worst 
sinner that Christ is sufficient for you. Paul 
will say that he is a standing example of 
mercy to the worst of sinners (1Timothy 
1:16). It is the kindness of God that leads 
you to repentance and life in Christ.  

When we look at Paul’s conversion, we 
should remember that people come to 
know Christ in different ways. Timothy 
grew up learning of Christ from his moth-
er and grandmother. The Ethiopian 
eunuch was unexpectedly joined by Philip 
to point him to Christ. The Samaritans dis-
liked Jews, but a Jewish man brought the 
gospel to them, and many were converted.  

What is true of every Christian is that 
the best providence in their lives is that by 
which God brings the gospel to them, and 
they hear and believe. John Flavel wrote 
of conversion: “In nothing does provi-
dence shine forth more gloriously. You are 
more beholden to him for this than for all 
of your other mercies. I cannot but think 
that your heart must be deeply affected by 
the thought of it. It is certainly the sweetest 
history ever told.” 

Saul was interrupted in his path to 
destruction by the light of Christ. As the 
light from heaven shone around the shep-
herds at Christ’s birth, so the light sudden-
ly shone around Saul, knocking him to the 
ground (Acts 9:3). An element of conver-
sion is that the Spirt of God enlightens the 
mind to knowledge of Christ.  

In 2nd Corinthians 4, Paul equates the 
conversion of a soul to the work of God in 
creation: “God said ‘Let there be light’, or 
‘Let light shine out of darkness.’ This light 
will promote the exaltation of Christ, his 
person and work. His place in our heart 
will correspond to how we see his exalta-
tion. 

This soon became evident in Saul. 
Already he begins to pray to Christ. When 
the Lord tells his servant Ananias to go 
and seek Saul, Ananias is hesitant because 
he is all too familiar with the murderous 
ambitions of Saul. But the Lord said of 
Saul, “Behold he prays (verse 11).” 
Charles Spurgeon wrote one of his most 
well-known sermons on this verse about 
genuine prayer. 

Saul went from desires to persecute 
Christ to praying in his name. Saul, as a 
Pharisee, would have prayed for hours a 
day. Pharisees were exceedingly disci-
plined in knowing the Scriptures and prac-
ticing all the spiritual disciplines such as 
praying. But legitimate prayer is only 
through Christ. He alone gives us access 
to the throne of God.  

Now instead of being a child of 
destruction, Saul is a child of God. He no 
longer had hateful desires, but his soul 
thirsted after the living God. What he did, 
he now did in view of the mercies of God. 
Paul would say, “The life I now live I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” 

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 

SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
SION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 

GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 
SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 
16 E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 

come:  The old has gone, the 
new is here!.” 

— 1 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)
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The Neshoba County Sher-

iff’s Department has a couple of 
extra eyes available to monitor 
potential trouble spots. 

The Board of Supervisors 
during their regular meeting on 
Monday approved a six-month 
service subscription with Covert 
Cameras for the sheriff’s depart-
ment at a cost of $264.  

Sheriff Eric Clark said the 
cameras keep tabs on possible 
trouble areas when no one is 
around. 

“We have a couple of cam-

eras that allow us remote 
access,” Clark said. “They actu-
ally send us photos to our phone 
that we can use for surveil-
lance.” 

For example, the cameras 
might be placed around a dump-
site in the county where people 
are littering or leaving garbage. 
Another use would be to keep 
an eye on a church that has been 
broken into a time or two. 

“We use it as a tool to moni-
tor activity in an area of con-
cern,” Clark said. “I had a 
church that was repeatedly 
being broken into. We installed 
the camera to find out what kind 

of activity we were having 
when no one was there.” 

The cameras are not new and 
are now being utilized, Clark 
said. 

In other matters during Mon-
day’s meeting,  supervisors 
voted to take the following 
actions: 

• Approve an interlocal 
agreement between the Sheriff’s 
Department and the Neshoba 
County Schools to provide 
resource officers for the 2021-
2022 school year; 

• Accept the meal log and the 
detailed billing report from the 
jail. Supervisors accepted one 

resignation from the jail and 
approved the hiring of Jacob 
Melton as a jailer. Supervisors 
approved 50-cent-per-hour rais-
es for four jail employees who 
completed their Correctional 
Officer Certification training; 

• Approve a road crossing 
request from Central Water 
Association on Road 743; 

• Approve a request from the 
Circuit Clerk’s Office for the 
removal of a Toshiba E-455 
Copier being used in the Elec-
tion Commission office; 

• Approve requests from the 
Neshoba County School Dis-
trict for five loads of sand and 

two loads of gravel. Supervisors 
also received the district’s audit 
report from Fiscal Year 2020 
which ended June 30, 2020; 

• Approve a request from the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career Technical Center to trim 
limbs hanging over the fence 
line; 

• Approve travel requests for 
Emergency Management per-
sonnel to attend the MEMA 
District 6 quarterly meeting in 
Decatur on June 17, and the 
District Fire Coordinator Meet-

ing at Lake Tiak-O'Khata on 
Aug. 4; 

• Approve paying the follow-
ing out of order claims to Cen-
terPoint Energy for work at the 
DHS office, $40; the Court-
house, $858, the Justice Court, 
$28, and the old Jail $42; 

• Accept the Purchase 
Clerk’s report for May and the 
claims docket for June 7, 2021;  

• Accept Weyerhaeuser’s 
application for exemption of ad 
valorem taxes for 2020 totaling 
$1,205,544.

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Sunday night traffic stop on 

Highway 16 west netted three 
meth arrests. 

Zane Callahan, 31, of 3484 
Weir Highpoint Road, McCool, 
was arrested and charged with 
felony possession of a controlled 
substance, felony uttering a for-
gery and misdemeanor posses-

sion of marijuana in a vehicle. 
Billy Frank Burchfield, 31, 

and Aubree Reagan Rawson, 29, 
both of 3786 Attala Road, 
Kosciusko, were passengers in 
the vehicle with Callahan.  

Burchfield was arrested and 
charged with felony possession 
of a controlled substance and 
false ID information and posses-
sion of marijuana in a vehicle, 

both misde-
meanors.  

R a w s o n 
received a 
felony charge 
of possession 
of a controlled 
substance and 
misdemeanor 
possession of 
marijuana in a 

vehicle. 
All three remained in the 

Neshoba County Detention Cen-
ter on Monday afternoon. 

The arrests stem from a traffic 
stop made by deputies on Sun-
day, June 6.  

Sheriff Eric Clark said that 
deputies encountered a white 
Chevrolet Equinox driven by 
Callahanon.  

Burchfield and Rawson were 
identified as passengers and 
found to be in possession of 
felony amounts of drugs. Clark 
said that all the drugs seized 
appear to be methamphetamine. 

Clark said that anyone with 
any information on crimes or 
potential crimes is encouraged to 
please call Crime Stoppers at 
8550-485-8477.

Winston County Jail Docket 
for Philadelphia Police arrests 
from 5/31-6/6 

• Michael Bryant, 29, of 
11633 Rd 383; rape-assault 
with intent to ravish 

• Chelsey A Collins, 27, of 
10452 Rd 610; trespass-after 
notice of non-permission, sim-
ple assault-attempt by physical 
menace to create fear 

• Brenda F Davis, 43, of 
830 Chestnut St; DUI-1st 
offense, simple assault-caus-
ing bodily injury 

• Thomas Grayson, 22, of 
1773 Bunk Newell, Meridian; 
aggravated assault-use of 
deadly weapon 

• Darayus M Harris, 33, of 
276 Carver Ave; contempt of 
court-municipal court, disor-
derly conduct-failure to comply 
with request or command of 
law enforcement officers, dis-
orderly conduct-disturbance of 
family 

• Thurman P Isaac, 57, of 
124 Thompson Rd; public 
drunk 

• Rockky I Isom, 30, of 82 
Miles Rd, Conehatta; civil con-
tempt-failure to appear or 
complete jury service 

• Tyler B Kelly, 30, of 10161 
Bounds Ave; contempt of 
court-municipal court 

• Nikki Landrum, 33, of 
10051 Rd 1345; possession of 
controlled substance 

• Demarius T Lee, 20, of 
8062 Ebernizer Rd, Carthage; 
contempt of court-municipal 
court 

• Roderick D Miller, 40, of 
166 Hillcrest Circle; bench 
warrant-chancery court 

• Jamie L Poole, 31, of 
1103 Tank St; DUI-1st offense 

• Cole Reeder, 38, of 
80677 Smithville Rd, 
Smithville; fleeing or eluding 
law enforcement officer in a 
motor vehicle-results in seri-
ous bodily injury to another, 
MV-driver’s license-none, MV-
reckless driving, MV-improper 
equipment 

• Jennifer P Roberts, 51, of 
no address listed; controlled 
substance-possession of para-
phernalia, public drunk, con-
tempt of court-municipal court 

• April Shannon, 39, of 
12310 Rd 325, Union; posses-
sion of controlled substance 

• Derricka Summers, 24, of 
174 Main St, Walnut Grove; 
malicious mischief-misde-
meanor value under $1000 

• Zayquoa Z Talley, 24, of 
250 Hayes St; controlled sub-
stance-simple possession of 
marijuana-less than 30 grams, 
contempt of court-municipal 
court 

• Anna B Williams, 28, of 
1306 Kosiusko Rd; malicious 
mischief-felony value over 
$1000 but less than $5000, 
stalking/harassing 

 
Neshoba County Jail Dock-

et for 5/31-6/7 
• Charley Dewayne Alexan-

der, 51, of 127 Meminn Cir, 
Louisville; failure to appear 

• Patrick Barnett, 31, of 
10200 Hwy 491 N Apt 4, 
Collinsville; hold for investiga-
tions, possession of controlled 
substance, possession of 
paraphernalia 

• Candace Lynn Barton, 31, 
of 10481 Rd 244, Union; pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, possession of para-
phernalia 

• Billy Frank Burchfield, 31, 
of 3786 Attaila Rd, Kosciusko; 
possession of controlled sub-
stance, possession of marijua-
na-vehicle, false ID informa-
tion 

• Zane Callahan, 31, of 
3484 Weir Highpoint Rd, 
McCool; possession of con-
trolled substance, possession 
of marijuana-vehicle, uttering 
forgery 

• Steven P Copeland, 30, 
of 78 Copeland Ln, Preston; 
no charges listed 

• Ike S Creighton, 33, of 
10361 Rd 567; domestic vio-
lence simple assault-1st, dis-
turbance of family 1st-domes-
tic violence, possession of 
paraphernalia, possession of 
controlled substance 

• Misty Dawn Cumberland, 
44, of 10961 Rd 616; hold for 
investigations 

• James Michael Franklin, 
25 of 10491 Hwy 21 N; hold 
circuit court 

• John A Gilbert, 44, of 
1041 Rd 260, Union; petit lar-
ceny-less than $1000.00 X2, 
littering, trespassing X2 

• Steven Dustin Goforth, 
40, of 13951 Hwy 486; hold 
for investigations, grand larce-
ny-more than $1000.00 

• Tyrone Grove, 36, of 384 
Jericho St; possession of con-
trolled substance X2 

• Tydrick Deshun Jackson, 
21, of 10271 Apt 103; con-
tempt of court, possession of 
marijuana-vehicle 

• Danisha L Marshall, 25, of 
10061 Rd 1728; failure to 
appear 

• Lakeisha McWilliams, 34, 
of 10351 Rd 610; possession 
of controlled substance, distur-
bance of family, possession of 
paraphernalia, disorderly con-

duct 
• Tyasia McCoy, 31, of 305 

Pearl Ave 27; possession of a 
stolen firearm, possession of 
marijuana-1st offense 

• Kwanza Alexe Overstreet, 
25, of Philadelphia; posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
possession of marijuana-1st 
offense, driving under the influ-
ence other substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia 

• Pamela Estell Pilgrim, 42, 
of 12541 MRd 325, Union; 
possession of controlled sub-
stance, contempt of court, dis-
orderly conduct 

• John Pope, 29, of 10041 
Rd 634; possession of mari-
juana-vehicle, driving under 
the influence-1st offense 

• Aubree Reagan Rawson, 
29, of 3786 Attala Rd 5047, 
Kosciusko; possession of con-
trolled substance, possession 
of marijuana-vehicle 

• Raymanuel Tadise 
Seales, 42, of 401 Austin St; 
hold for other agency 

• Lindsey Smith, 35, of 
10031 Rd 394; hold for investi-
gations, petit larceny-less than 
$1000.00, grand larceny-more 
than $1000.00, forgery-under 
$500.00 

• Van’Dairrick Audette 
Spears, 25, of 5112 Mercy 
Seat Rd, Hazlehurst; public 
drunk 

• Maleisa Gail Springwater, 
22, of 172 Cemetary Rd; con-
tempt of court, possession of 
marijuana-vehicle, possession 
of paraphernalia 

• Kadeem Thomas, 28, of 
128 Hillstreet Cir, Louisville; 
possession of marijuana-vehi-
cle, possession of controlled 
substance, possession with 
intent to distribute X4 

• Albert DeWayne Thomp-
son, 30, of 1610 13th Ave, 
Meridian; contempt of court 

• Ryan Miller Tucker, 35, of 
14125 CR 21 N, Winfield, AL; 
public drunk 

• Brandon J Wheatley, 29, 
of 659 Chesapeake Dr; driving 
under the influence-1st 
offense 

• Lauren White, 20, of 
10900 Rd 616; hold for investi-
gations, no charge 

• Sesaun Williams, 38, of 
142 Tapasha Hina Flota; fail-
ure to appear 

• Jesse Williamson, 42, of 
10125 Rd 187; failure to 
appear X2, no drivers license 

• Adrian Keith Willis, 38, of 
123 Duplex, Choctaw; failure 
to appear
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COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 

Clark is reminding people who 
are traveling in the southwest 
part of Neshoba County that the 
Road 210 bridge may be 
reopened but it has a 3-ton 
weight limit. 

The bridge, which overpass-
es the non-used Kansas City 
Southern Railway connector 
running from Union to 

Sebastopol, was closed earlier 
this year, causing an 11-mile 
detour.  

The road, also known as 
Ideal Store Road and the Union-
Madden Road, is a main thor-
oughfare from Union to west 
Neshoba County to Walnut 
Grove in Leake County. 

Neshoba County moved 
quickly to make temporary 
repairs. Engineers checked the 
bridge and it is considered 
sound, according to County 

Administrator Jeff Mayo. It will 
have to be replaced at an expect-
ed cost of nearly $2 million. 
Meanwhile, engineers recom-
mended that the 3-ton limit be 
placed on the bridge. 

The bridge was re-opened in 
May. 

Sheriff Clark said he 
received reports from people 
living in the area that 18 wheel-
ers and heavy vehicles weighing 
more than 3 tons were using the 
bridge. 

“I did a little research on it to 
determine statutory authority 
and talked to the engineer about 
the weight limit,” Clark said. “A 
family-sized SUV full of fuel 
and passengers would be at 
capacity. A Ford Expedition 
weighs 5 ½ tons.” 

Clark said he talked with the 
chief law enforcement officer of 
the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation and received 
some guidelines. 

The local MDOT officer met 

Clark and his deputies with a 
scale at the bridge and checked 
the weight on some of the vehi-
cles coming across. 

“We were trying to educate 
the public on what a 3-ton 
weight limit was,” Clark said. 
“No citations were issued. We 
wanted people to understand 
how low that weight limit was.” 

 
Clark said that he questioned 

whether two cars could pass on 
the bridge at the same time and 

not surpass the weight limit. 
“This is pretty much setting 

everyone up for failure,” Clark 
said. “A lot of people are going 
to exceed the weight limit.” 

Clark said it is his job to 
enforce the law and he doesn’t 
pick and chose what laws to 
enforce. 

“We are not trying to harass 
anyone,” Clark said. “We are 
trying to bring awareness about 
the weight limit.”

Road 210 bridge load limit at 3-ton max pushing SUV limit

PHILADELPHIA
DRY CLEANING, LLC

We can’t wait
to serve you!

Bessie & Justin Wilcher
223 W. Beacon St. • Philadelphia

601-656-2262

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

IT’S NOW ROLLING IN

Season-2-Season, Inc.

JUST IN - CURTAINS: LIVING & BEDROOM - 
KITCHEN & BATH - SHOWER CURTAINS • 

PILLOW COVERS • BATH & HAND TOWELS • 
KITCHEN TOWELS • BATH CLOTHS • 

BLACK-OUT CURTAIN

FROM THE CHICAGO MARKET SHOW 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS - TOYS - BATHROOM 
RUG SETS - CANDY - HARDWARE RELATED 

ITEMS - COIN WRAPPERS & MORE

DUE IN NOW!
OIL BURNERS & OIL - INCENSE & AIR 

FRESHENERS
PLUS MUCH MORE DUE IN SOON
CLOTHING - WEDDING & CRAFTS - FLOWERS - TOOLS 
& RELATED ITEMS & ON & ON - SO MUCH ARRIVING

WATCH FOR IT!

Deputies charge 3 with felony meth after traffic stop

Zane 
Callahan

Billy 
Burchfield

Aubree 
Rawson

Remote cameras give Sheriff’s deputies an extra set of eyes
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED  
AD VALOREM TAX EFFORT 

NESHOBA COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

The Neshoba County School District 
will hold a public hearing on its proposed 
school district budget for fiscal year 2022 
on June 25, 2021 at 11:00 AM in the 
Neshoba County Office of the Superintend-
ent at 580 East Main Street.  At this meet-
ing, a proposed ad valorem tax effort will be 
considered. 

The Neshoba County School District is 
now operating with projected total budget 
revenue of $41,013,280. Of that 
amount,12.82 percent or $5,259,371 of 
such revenue is obtained through ad val-
orem taxes. For next fiscal year, the pro-
posed budget has total projected revenue 
of $56,336,504.  Of that amount, 10.12 per-
cent or $5,701,448 is proposed to be 
financed through a total ad valorem tax 
levy.  

For the next fiscal year, the proposed 
increase in ad valorem tax effort by the 
Neshoba County School District may result 
in an increase in the ad valorem tax millage 
rate. Ad valorem taxes are paid on homes, 
automobile tags, business fixtures and 
equipment, and rental real property.  

Any citizen of the Neshoba County 
School District is invited to attend this public 
hearing on the proposed ad valorem tax 
effort, and will be allowed to speak for a 
reasonable amount of time and offer tangi-
ble evidence before any vote is taken.

325 Byrd Avenue, Philadelphia | 601-389-0003 | gohillphilly.com

View All Area MLS Listings 

gohillphilly.com

Jason Martin
Realtor®
601.575.5744
jasonm@gohillphilly.com

Deric Horne
Realtor®
601.416.7968
deric@gohillphilly.com

Pamela Belk Lovern
Realtor®
601.720.3405
pamela@gohillphilly.com

Jason Lovern
Realtor®
601.416.1013
jason@gohillphilly.com

Dale Germany
Realtor®
601.934.6146
dale@gohillphilly.com

Matthew Smith
Realtor®
601-692-5484
matthew@gohillphilly.com

425 Pecan Ave.
Philadelphia | MLS# 20-1009

$199,000
105 Seales Cove
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-349

10400 Country Ln.
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-346

$139,000

$210,000

Hwy 19 North
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-315

$25,000

16800 Hwy. 21 South #125
Philadelphia | MLS# 19-625

$249,000

10411 Road 852
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-347

$269,000 

$165,000 
10681 Rd. 244
Union | MLS# 21-170

$99,000 

By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Neshoba County recorded 

its first COVID-19 death since 
May 19 last week as overall 
COVID-19 cases have 
decreased in the county with 
eight new cases reported over 
the past week, according to the 
Mississippi State Department 
of Health’s Tuesday COVID-
19 report.  

Neshoba County’s total 
COVID-19 cases since the pan-
demic began in March 2020 is 
now 4,059, which is eight more 
than last week’s 4,051, with 
one new death reported, putting 
the death toll at 179. Of those 
deaths, 114 are from the Mis-
sissippi Band of Choctaw Indi-
ans, according to MSDH.  

As of Monday, 19% of 
Neshoba County’s population 
is fully vaccinated, according 
to MSDH, and 21% of the 
county’s population has 
received one of the 11,613 total 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines 
administered in the county. 

Vaccinations are being 
administered Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Neshoba 
County Coliseum, 12000 High-
way 15 North, and are available 
to all Mississippians 16 and 
older. Go to 
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/
_static/14,0,420,976.html to 
make an appointment.  

The Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians had reported 
no new positive cases of 
COVID-19 and no new deaths 
as of June 7, with the total num-
ber of positive cases for the 
Tribe remaining at 1,838 with 
114 deaths. No new hospital-
izations have been reported. 

Statewide, since the pan-
demic began in March 2020, 
195,052 confirmed COVID-19 
cases have been recorded by 
the MSDH along with 123,526 
probable cases, totaling 
318,578 cases. There have been 
5,062 confirmed COVID-19 
deaths, along with 2,281 proba-
ble COVID-19 deaths, totaling 
7,343 deaths since the start of 
the pandemic.

1 new COVID-related death reported as numbers decline

Mississippi’s COVID-19 new cases and deaths continue to decline across the state. To date, 7,343 deaths have been attributed to the virus.

SHOP LOCAL!
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Clark receives Award for Excellence in Choral Music
Lisa Clark, choral director at Madison Central High, was recently presented the Ernestine Fer-
rell Award for Excellence in Choral Music by the Mississippi Chapter of American Choral 
Directors Association. Clark is originally from Neshoba County. Clark is a native of Louisville 
and is the daughter of William and Patsy Clark. She is the granddaughter of the late James 
and Zexa Dunigan of Philadelphia. Also pictured is Sean Brewer, principal at Madison Central 
High School, Madison.
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By SARAH KATHRYN 
WATKINS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
elynda Adkins 
comes from a gen-
eration of women 
who love to cook.  

Adkins works 
for the Philadelphia Public 
Schools doing payroll and 
working with insurance. Her 
husband, Larry Adkins, retired 
in 2019 from Lowe's, where he 
was the assistant store manager. 
This December, the couple will 
celebrate 40 years marriage.  

Adkins and her husband met 
at the bowling alley in Philadel-
phia through Larry's brother, 
Benny Peebles. After marrying 
in 1981, they had two children, 
Gordon Adkins and Katie Mon-
day. Gordon Adkins works as a 
deputy sheriff for Neshoba 
County. Katie Monday works as 
a gifted teacher in Philadelphia.  

Adkins has nine grandchil-
dren ranging from 21 months to 
18 years old. Six of them are 
grandsons and three are grand-
daughters. Adkins' granddaugh-
ters love helping her cook.  

"We started out cooking cup-
cakes," Adkins said. "Now we 
are cooking fried apple pies and 
dumplings."  

Every Sunday, Adkins and 
her family get together after 
church for a big lunch. After 
lunch is over, the family goes 
outside for a game of baseball or 
basketball.  

Adkins and her husband 
attend Good Hope Baptist 
Church. At church, she is the 
assistant choir director, pianist 
and organist.  

Adkins started playing the 
piano when she was in middle 
school, and her love for music 
runs deep.  

Adkins is also co-president 
of a group called Women on a 
Mission at her church. The 
group is currently working on 
putting together care packages.  

Adkins gets her love of 
cooking from her late mother, 
Sarah Peebles. Peebles used to 
cook and sell food to people at 
the Neshoba County Fair. Pee-
bles’ specialty was her home-
made biscuits, fried chicken and 
her dumplings.  

Her dumplings are now a 
special meal in the Adkins fam-
ily, and her granddaughters are 
learning how to make them. 

Adkins and her husband 
always keep a garden. Most of 
the time, with the fresh toma-
toes and green beans, Adkins 
will can them. This year, how-
ever, their garden is smaller.  

Three years ago, the Adkins’ 
house caught on fire. Adkins 
lost all her recipes, but the 
church and community were 
eager to help Adkins by giving 
her different cookbooks and 
recipes. 

“We have been truly 

blessed,” Adkins said. 
 
WATERMELON SALAD 
• 6 oz. strawberry Jell-O  
• 2 cups hot water  
• 1 small can crushed 

pineapple, undrained  
• 3 cups watermelon (or 

enough to cover bottom of 
dish)  

Topping  
• 8 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened  
• 8 oz. cool whip  
• ¼ cup milk  
• ¼ cup plus 2 tablespoons 

granulated sugar  
Dissolve jello in hot water. 

Add pineapple and watermel-
on. Refrigerate until it is firm.  

Topping: Combine cream 
cheese, cool whip, milk, and 
sugar. Spread over congealed 
layer.  

 
BROTHER BOB’S 
CHOW CHOW 

• 4 to 10 Jalapeno peppers 
deveined and seedless (I use 4 
large or 6 small) chopped  

• 2 red, 2 yellow, 1 orange, 
1 green bell peppers chopped 

• 2 green tomatoes 
chopped  

• 1 large sweet onion 
chopped  

• ½ head of cabbage 
chopped  

• ¼ cup of salt  
In a large bowl combine all 

of the above and stir to com-
bine flavor. Cover and put in 
frig for 8 to 12 hours. (I like 
12) Drain well after taking 
out.  

• Take 2 cups of white vine-
gar  

• 1 ¼ cup of sugar  
• ¼ cut of pickling spice 

wrapped in cheesecloth and 
tie  

Now pour mixture into a 

large dutch oven or boiler. 
Then add the above. Place 
pickling spice in center of pot 
and cover with mix. Bring to a 
boil over medium heat, then 
reduce heat and simmer for 1 
hour or until veggies are ten-
der to your liking. Let cool 
and put in jars and do a hot 
bath to steal. Makes 5 pints.  

 
PECAN TRIFLE CAKE 

Cake:  
• 2 cups sugar  
• 2 sticks melted butter  
• 1 ½ cups self-rising flour  
• 4 eggs  

• 1 tsp. vanilla flavoring  
• 2 cups chopped pecans  
Mix all together. Cook in a 

baking dish on 350 until done. 
Set aside to cool.  

Filling:  
• 1 large cool whip  
• 2 sweetened condensed 

milk   
• 2 cream cheese, softened  
• 3 dashes lemon juice  
Mix filling together until 

smooth. When cake is cool 
break apart and start layering 
trifle. Repeat and sprinkle top 
with pecans. 

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Welcome to the world, 

Eleanor Kathryn Johnson! She 
arrived on May 28 weighing 6 
pounds and15 ounces of pure 
sweetness. Her parents are 
Brent and Mollie Claire 
McKay Johnson who were 
joyfully waiting to meet her. 

Eleanor Kathryn is named 
for her two great-grandmoth-
ers. Her first name is shared 
with her maternal great-grand-
mother and her middle name 
with her paternal great-grand-
mother. Her Philadelphia 
grandparents are Don and 
Sharon Tingle McKay. Con-
gratulations! 

~ 
The gorgeous floral 

arrangement in the First Bap-
tist Church on Sunday, May 30 
was in honor of Barney and 
Lavinia Nowell's 70th Wed-
ding Anniversary. The couple 
has been a vital part of the 
Philadelphia community for 
many wonderful years. Con-
gratulations on reaching this 
iconic milestone. 

~ 
The 14th Annual Dansby-

Williams Memorial Day Fish-
ing Tournament was a great 
success! The Steve Dansby 
and Sid Williams families and 
friends celebrated Memorial 
Day with a huge fish fry com-
plete with all of the side dish-
es. The fish were freshly 
caught in the lake hours before 
being cooked. 

There were teams of two 
people competing to see who 
could catch the most fish dur-
ing the time allotted. The fish-
ermen worked happily to pull 

in as many fish as possible for 
their dinner. Partners, Bo 
Eakes and Jack Butler, caught 
the most fish. The other part-
ners were TJ and Hutt Rush-
ing, Steve Dansby and Barrett 
Little, Chris Butler, and Sid 
Williams, James Savage and 
Payton Little. Catching the 
most fish in the young age 
group were Jack Butler and 
Hutt Rushing. 

While the fishermen fished, 
the wives and children congre-
gated at Barrett and Kelly Lit-
tle's home for finger foods and 
pool time. When the fishermen 
returned with their catch of the 
day, everyone enjoyed a fabu-
lous fish fry! Great tradition! 

~ 
At the beginning of the 

National Youth Cutting Horse 
Association show season, 
Annie Kate White set a goal to 
make it into the top 15 of the 
world finals so she could com-
pete in the NYCHA Finals in 
Ft. Worth, Texas. She recently 
achieved her goal! 

It was no easy task for 
Annie Kate to make her dream 
come true. She worked hard, 
kept up her grades, overcame 
frustrations, made a lot of sac-
rifices, and celebrated big! She 
rode an amazing horse, Cat 
Man Blue" Bear," as he is 
affectionately known. Annie 
Kate persevered and is now 
excitedly looking forward to 
the National Youth Cutting 
Horse Association World 
Finals on July 26-31 in Fort 
Worth Texas. Her very proud 
parents are William and Leigh 
Ann Hatcher White who have 
been so supportive of her par-
ticipation in this sport. 
Philadelphia grandparents are 

Roy and Barbara White. Con-
gratulations and best of luck in 
Fort Worth! 

~ 
An iconic birthday was cel-

ebrated on May 30 at the 
Madison County Nursing 
Home where Mrs. Allie Mae 
Creel observed her 103rd 
birthday! She was surrounded 
by members of her family who 
were delighted to be together 
on this special occasion. Due 
to the pandemic, the family 
had not visited as a group for 
over a year. 

She is affectionately known 
as "Mamaw" to her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren 
and others who are well 
acquainted with her. One of 
her favorite grandchildren, 
(according to him), is Tony 
Alexander who attended with 
his wife, Gwen Breazeale 
Alexander.   Mrs. Creel's 
daughter is Rita Alexander 
Lott, formerly of Philadelphia, 
but now a resident of Brandon, 
who helped plan the event for 
her mother. 

The gift of time is the most 
precious gift that can be given 
to someone that is loved. Time 
to remember and renew, as 
well as create more memories 
to cherish as time rushes by, is 
a priceless present. Happy, 
Happy Birthday. 

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

B

Belynda Adkins

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Adkins loves cooking with grandchildren



NESHOBA COUNTY 
FAIR EXHIBIT HALL 

SIGN UP 
Come by the MSU Exten-

sion Service-Neshoba Coun-
ty office and pick up your 
entry forms, entry tags and 
exhibitor number for the 
Neshoba County Fair Exhibit 
Hall.  Youth ages 8-18 can 
enter items in the categories 
of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, field crops, food preser-
vation, food-nutrition, 
posters, and arts and crafts.  
Adult categories include 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
field crops, food preserva-
tion, and cultural arts.  The 
deadline to pick up your 
entry forms, tags and 
exhibitor number is Friday, 
July 16. Call 601-656-4011 
or come by the Extension 
Service office in the Nesho-
ba County Coliseum for 
more information. 

 
CEMETERY FUND 

Please mail all donations 
for Old Pearl Valley Baptist 
Church Cemetery Fund to 
Mrs. Joan Gamblin at 12220 
Marty Stuart Drive Philadel-
phia, MS 39350.  

 
DESIGNATED DISASTER 

AREAS 
Administrator Zach Duch-

eneaux designated two (2) 
counties in the State of Mis-
sissippi as the primary natu-
ral disaster area. Producers 
in Kemper and Noxubee 
counties who suffered physi-
cal damage and losses 
caused by a winter storm, 
excessive snow, excessive 
ice, freeze, high winds, hail, 
and excessive rain that 
occurred February 15, 2021 
through February 19, 2021, 
may be eligible for U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) emergency 
loans.  

This natural disaster des-
ignation allows FSA to 
extend much-needed emer-
gency credit to producers 
recovering from natural dis-
asters. Emergency loans can 
be used to meet various 
recovery needs including the 
replacement of essential 
items such as equipment or 
livestock, reorganization of a 
farming operation or the refi-
nance of certain debts. 

Producers in the contigu-
ous Mississippi counties of 
Lauderdale, Lowndes, 
Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbe-
ha, and Winston are also eli-
gible to apply for emergency 
loans. 

The deadline to apply for 
these emergency loans is 
January 25, 2022. 

FSA will review the loans 
based on the extent of losses, 
security available and repay-
ment ability.  

 
NESHOBA CENTRAL 

PRE-K 
The Pre-Kindergarten 

Program is located at the 
Neshoba County School Dis-
trict, Office of Federal Pro-
grams/Pre-K building at 

1125 Golf Course Road.  
Students are screened for 
enrollment by a pre-kinder-
garten test. The program is 
designed to serve those chil-
dren with the most academic/ 
developmental needs, and 
will be 4 years old on or 
before September 1, 2021.  
The classes will begin and 
end to coincide with the reg-
ular school term at Neshoba 
County Schools. Participat-
ing students’ parents will be 
required to provide trans-
portation to and from the 
center. As other students in 
the school district, pre-k stu-
dents will be offered break-
fasts and lunches by the 
Neshoba County School Dis-
trict Food Services. 

Registration and testing 
will be conducted from 8:30 
a.m.-2 p.m,, on May 19 – 21.  
We ask that one parent attend 
with the child being tested.  

To register a child for the 
pre-k program, guardians 
must provide the following 
documents: 

Two (2) of the following 
proofs of residency: 

• IF RENTING/LEAS-
ING: Current notarized offi-
cial home/apartment 
lease/rental agreement with 
length of lease and Parent’s 
or Guardian’s name included 
on lease/rental agreement 
(THIS MUST BE ONE OF 
THE PROOFS IF LEASING 
OR RENTING and one of 
the following #3-#6) 

• Filed Homestead 
Exemption application form 
OR current mortgage docu-
ment or property deed  

• Valid driver’s license 
OR voter identification card 

• Current utility bill 
(dated within 60 days) show-
ing the service location with 
parent’s or guardian’s name 
listed (acceptable bills: elec-
tricity, gas, water, or landline 
telephone) 

• Automobile registration 
receipt 

• Any other document that 
will objectively and unequiv-
ocally establish that the par-
ent or guardian resides with-
in the school district, and in 
the case of a student living 
with a legal guardian who is 
a bona fide resident of the 
school district. (Official gov-
ernment documentation – i.e. 
current tax year return, social 
security statement, DHS 
statement, etc.) 

• Property Tax Card, 
Property Deed, or other doc-
ument that states the residen-
cy property’s    

Section, Township, and 
Range.         

C. The child’s certified 
birth certificate from Missis-
sippi State Department of     
Health Vital Records (601-
206-8200) (child must be 4 
years of age on or before                            
September 1, 2021),                    

D. The child’s social secu-
rity card, 

E. The child’s MS certifi-
cate of immunization com-
pliance form (Form no. 121) 
checked and signed,          

F. CDIB (if applicable). 

 
HIGH SCHOOL REUNION 

Philadelphia High School 
Class of 1980 is holding their 
40-year reunion Saturday, 
June 12 at Bridges the 
Venue. $50 per individuals or 
$100 for couples. Contact 
Gilbert Vowell 601-416-
1181. 

 
THOMAS FAMILY 

REUNION 
The descendants of 

William Washington and 
Lena Catherina Phillips 
Thomas, whose children are 
James Allen Thomas, 
William Melton Thomas, 
Albert Miles Thomas, John 
Marion Thomas, Mary Susan 
Thomas Brantley, and Dock 
Kelly Thomas will hold the 
Annual Thomas Family 
Reunion at the home place of 
William & Alpha Thomas at 
Madden, Mississippi on Sat-
urday, June 12, 2021 at 11:30 
AM. We hope each of you 
will plan to come and bring a 
dish and your lawn chair. If 
you have any old pictures or 
other family information that 
you can share, this will be a 
great contribution in prepara-
tion of a Thomas Family 
Book. We look forward to 
enjoying a day of food, fun 
and fellowship with each of 
you. We look forward to see-
ing each of you since we 
were not able to gather last 
year. 

 
MT. ZION MEMORIAL 

SERVICE 
The Historic Mt. Zion 

United Methodist Church 
will host the annual memori-
al service for Chaney, Good-
man & Schwerner on Sun-
day, June 20, 2021 at 3:00 
p.m. 

Our featured speaker for 
this occasion is the Reverend 
James Lawson, Jr., a retired 
United Methodist pastor, 
Civil Rights Leader and 
founder of the James Lawson 
Institute.  

On Saturday, June 19, 
2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m., The James Lawson 
Institute, Miami University, 
and Southern University 
Law Center will host a series 
of workshops at Mt. Zion.  A 
keynote message from Rev. 
Lawson on:  “Where Do We 
Go from Here:  Chaos or 
Community?”   

Workshop speakers 
include:  Dr. Mary King, Dr. 
Daniel Wayne Lee, Dr. 
Sekou Franklin, Daryn Cam-
bridge, Dr. Ada Goodley, Dr. 
Anthony James, Dr. Keith 
Parker, Deborah Mathis, and 
Gloria Williamson.  The 
overall theme is:  “Nonvio-
lently Transforming Our 
Times, Our Work, and Our 
Environment.” 

We look forward to your 
presence and participation.  
Social distancing guidelines 
and masks will be enforced 
to ensure the safety and well-
being of everyone. 

 
NESHOBA COUNTY 
FAIR LIVESTOCK 

 SIGN UP 
Come by the MSU Exten-

sion Service-Neshoba Coun-
ty office and pick up your 
entry form and rules and reg-
ulations book for the Nesho-
ba County Fair Livestock 
Shows.  Youth ages 8-18 can 
enter in events of Beef Show, 
Dairy Show, and Sheep and 
Goat Show. The deadline to 
enter is Friday, July 16. Call 
601-656-4011 or come by 
the Extension Service office 
in the Neshoba County Coli-
seum for more information. 
You must enroll in 4H to 
enter. 

 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
Join us at First Church of 

God on 435 Columbus 
Avenue for Vacation Bible 
School, the Knights of North 
Castle. It is on June 21-25 
from 6 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join. 
662-803-1015 

 
BIBLE STUDY 

Gatherings on Tuesday 
nights, 7 p.m. at the Philadel-
phia Thrifty Nickel. Stay 
inspired by the Word of the 
Lord. Come join us as we 
dive into “Learning the 
Bible” with Speaker Bro. 
Ricky Rogers. Be renewed 
by the Bible. 

You are invited to become a “2020 Dream Builder” for our youth by 
supporting the future of our boys & girls through club programs such as: 

  
Power Hour (Tutoring)

Mentoring Program
Healthy Habits/Choosing the Best
Passport to Manhood/Smart Girls

Money Matters/Field Trips/Activities
After-School Program (City & County Schools): 

150+ children attend each day
All-Day Summer Enrichment Program

200+ children attend each day

Your donation is so appreciated and should be made payable to: 

“Boys & Girls Club of Neshoba County” 
P.O. Box 313

Philadelphia, MS 39350 

For more info on how you can invest in our children, call 
601-656-4343. 

For program info/enroll a child, call Jermaine Harris, County Unit 
Director, 601-880-6322.

OF NESHOBA COUNTY
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Of Local InterestThe Neshoba Central High 
School Class of 1972 awarded 
four scholarships in the amount of 
$500 to the Class of 2021. 

 
Ethan Sage Bounds 

Ethan is the son of Chris and 
Amanda Bounds and Eddie and 
Tammy Boyd.  He has participat-
ed in Engineering II, Robotics 
Competition, and Technology 
Student Association. Ethan plans 
to attend Mississippi State Univer-
sity, Starkville, Mississippi, and 
major in Mechanical Engineering. 

 
Piper Fulton 

Piper is the daughter of Jason 
and Angela Fulton, and she plans 
to major in nursing at East Central 
Community College, Decatur, 
Mississippi.  Piper will be a cheer-
leader at ECCC.  Some of her 
awards and honors at Neshoba 
Central include Special Honor 
Roll, class favorite, Homecoming 
Court, Most Beautiful, NCA and 
VCA All-American Cheerleader. 

 
Natalie Verry 

Natalie is the daughter of Todd 
and Ashley Verry.  She will be 
attending East Central Communi-
ty College this fall where she will 
be a cheerleader. Natalie plans to 
continue her education at Missis-
sippi State University and major 
in veterinary medicine.  She 
received numerous awards at 
Neshoba Central High School 
including FFA treasure, junior 
maid, senior favorite, power lift-
ing 1st and 2nd place, and selected 
to a travel to Europe based on 
good grades, behavior, and char-
acter. 

 
Molly Kurtz 

Molly is the daughter of B.J. 
and Shannon Morrow and Jason 
Kurtz.  She will be attending Mis-
sissippi State University in the fall 
to pursue a degree in Radiological 
Sciences.  Molly plans to further 
her education in Diagnostic Med-
ical Sonography at Baptist Health 
Services in Memphis, Tennessee.   
At Neshoba Central High School 
she participated in the National 
Honor Society, Dance Team, 
Cheerleading, Beta Club, Bible 
Club, and was on Honor Roll.

Ethan 
Bounds

Piper 
Fulton

Natalie 
Verry

Molly 
Kurtz

Seniors awarded scholarships from alumni

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Tornado graduated with honors from Westside 
High in Jacksonville, Florida, June 7, 2021. Quamane 
Graham is the son of Shante Graham, Jacksonville, 
Fla., and Orie Hudson, Hattiesburg. His parents are 
also alumni of Philadelphia High School. His maternal 
grandparents are Jay and Georgia Graham. His pater-
nal grandparents are Mike and Vivian Jones. His 
great-grandparents are the late George and Ruby Ful-
ton and the late Vernon and Flossie Graham.  
 
Quamane is Class President and a Special Honor Roll 
student in a class of 397 students. He has been 
offered full tuition at Tennessee State University in 
Nashville. His major will be Biology, Pre-Med.  
 
On behalf of the family and your siblings Kedeonn, 
K.J., McCarty, Marley, Hudson and Trillion McCoy Jr., 
we salute you Quamane Graham, Class of 2021. 
Keep believing. Keep soaring until you achieve your 
highest goal in life.  
 
No matter where Quamane goes, he will always 
remember the Philly Tornadoes!
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CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS IN THE INTEREST

OF LEVI MYLES ROBINSON, A 
MINOR

LEVI MYLES ROBINSON, A MINOR
BY AND THROUGH HIS MOTH-

ER AND NEXT FRIEND, KRYS-

TAL ROBINSON VS. MIS-

SISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF 

HEALTH, VITAL RECORDS                                                                                               

DEFENDANT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: SARAH SHALESE DAVID-
SON-GIBBONS, AS MOTHER AND 
NEXT FRIEND OF MINORS A.H. JR., 
L.H., and R.H. You have been made a 
Respondent in a Petition to Establish 

are summoned to appear and defend 

-

of your failure to appear and defend a 

for things demanded in the petition. 

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal 
of this Court, this the 4th day of June, 

/s/ Jennileen Young

(SEAL)

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

ETHEL POLK WRIGHT PLAINTIFF
VS. CIVIL ACTION
FILE NO. 21-87

JIMMY WRIGHT                                                                                    

DEFENDANT

                                                                                  

ALIAS SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA

TO: JIMMY WRIGHT., a non-resident 

to be found in this state on diligent 
inquiry made by the Plaintiff, and his 

after having made diligent inquiry to 

-
sippi.

You have been made DEFENDANT in 

You are required to mail or hand de-

YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS SUM-
MONS. IF YOUR RESPONSE IS NOT 
MAILED OR HAND DELIVERED, A 
JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT WILL BE 
ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
MONEY OR OTHER RELIEF DE-
MANDED IN THE AMENDED COM-
PLAINT.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND 
SEAL OF SAID COURT, this the 28th 

BY: __/s/ G. Tate                     
DEPUTY CLERK

IN THE CHOCTAW TRIBAL COURT 
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 
INDIANS IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ESTATE 
OF SARINA WILLIAMS ANDERSON, 
DECEASED TARINA ANDERSON

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters of Testamentary having been 

Tribal Court of the Mississippi Band of 

upon Sarina Williams Anderson, de-

of this Court for probate and registra-

-
ever barred.

/s/Tarina Anderson

TARINA ANDERSON
ADMINISTRATRIX
Prepared By:
STEVEN D. SETTLEMIRES
ATTORNEY FOR ADMINISTRATRIX
Settlemires & Graham, PLLC

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION

FOR ADOPTION OF THE MINOR 
CHILD
NAMED HEREIN, D.P.J.

NELDA JOHNSON, NEXT FRIEND                                                                         

PETITIONER VS. BRUCE MOORE, 

NATURAL FATHER;

MISSISSIPPI STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH            RESPONDENTS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA

TO: BRUCE MOORE , a non-resident 

to be found in this state on diligent 
inquiry made by the Plaintiff, and her 

Plaintiff after having made diligent in-

of Mississippi.

You have been made DEFENDANT in 
-

You are summoned to appear and 

-
sissippi. If your response is not mailed 
or delivered, the Petition for Adoption 
may be granted by the Court.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND 

SEAL OF SAID COURT, this 27th,  

day of May, 2021.

(SEAL)

Mr. Guy Nowell

Chancery Clerk of Neshoba County

401 East Beacon Street, Ste 107

Philadelphia, MS 39350

By:_/s/ G. Tate                         

DEPUTY CLERK

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
THURMAN BEE THOMPSON , DECE
ASED                                                C. 

NOTICE TO ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS

Letters of Administration having been 
granted on the 26 th day of May, 

Court to the undersigned ELISHIA 
LASHAY THOMPSON upon the Es-
tate of THURMAN BEE THOMPSON, 

against said estate to probate and 

-

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the 
Administrator, this the 26 th day of 

/s/ ELISHIA LASHAY THOMPSON
ADMINISTRATRIX

SUBMITTED BY:

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 

CIVIL ACTION,

OF KENNETH EARL TOWNSEND, 

DECEASED FILE NO. 19-428

RULE 81 SUMMONS

BY PUBLICATION

(ALIAS)

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

COUNTY OF NESHOBA

TO:  

You have been made a respondent in 

-

You are summoned to appear and de-

your failure to appear and defend a 

for the things demanded in the Petition.

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND 

SEAL OF THIS COURT , this the 28th 

GUY NOWELL
NESHOBA COUNTY CHANCERY 
CLERK

By:   /s/ W. Savell                                             D.C.

Jim Arnold

Philadephia, 
MS
Telephone :

E-Mail:

Publish:

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Philadel-

Building, Philadelphia, Mississippi. 

-

-

-
lative Sessions.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DISTRICTBY: Dr. Lisa Hull, Superin-
tendent

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

ALEX HENSON, Deceased

BY: ADRIAN HENSON, Petitioner                                               

Cause No: 2020-238

RULE 81 SUMMONS

(By Publication)

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF NESHOBA:::

TO:     To the known or unknown 

heirs-at-law of Alex Henson, De-

ceased

You have been made a party in the 
-

-

You are summoned to appear and de-

9:00 a.m. on the 8th day 

of July, 2021 , before the Honorable 
Judge Joseph Kilgore, at the Attala 

-

your failure to appear and defend a 

for the relief or other things demanded 
in the Petition.

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.

Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court this, the 24th day of May, 

GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK

WSavell_, D.C.

Prepared and requested by:

Gilmer & Green Legal Group, PLLC

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT MOTOR 
VEHICLE
Debra Burton

PLACE OF SALE: Philadelphia
OWNED BY: David Leopold

-

OF FORECLOSURE SALE

trust to David L. Thurston, Trustee for 

-

WHEREAS, Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Champion Mortgage Company, 

substituted Jauregui & Lindsey, LLC 

WHEREAS, Default having been 

said deed of trust and the entire debt 

Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Cham-
pion Mortgage Company, the legal 
holder of said indebtedness, having 
requested the undersigned Substitute 

-

of the County Courthouse of Neshoba 
County in Philadelphia, Mississippi, to 

-
ated in Neshoba County, Mississippi, 

BEGINNING AT THE CENTER COR-

EAST ALONG THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE QUARTER SECTION LINE 

-

TO THE QUARTER SECTION LINE, 
THENCE RUN SOUTH ALONG THE 

TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING ONE LOT SITUATED 

THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.

in me as Substituted Trustee.
Jauregui & Lindsey, LLC
Substituted Trustee
Jauregui & Lindsey, LLC
244 Inverness Center Drive

Birmingham, AL 35242

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF RUSSELL JAMES OWEN, DE-

-
RAH MICHELE OWEN ADMINISTRA-
TRIX

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters of Administration having been 

County, Mississippi, to the under-
signed in the Estate of Russell James 

against the Estate of Russell James 

be forever barred.

KARRAH MICHELE OWEN,

ADMINISTRATRIX

PREPARED BY:

DONAHOO LAW FIRM, PLLC

OF FORECLOSURE SALE

-

-
shoba, County, state of Mississippi, in 

-
ee, substituted Jauregui & Lindsey, 

-

WHEREAS, Default having been 

said deed of trust and the entire debt 

holder of said indebtedness, having 
requested the undersigned Substitute 

-

County Courthouse of Neshoba Coun-
ty in Philadelphia, Mississippi, to the 

89 degrees West 368.5 feet along 
the South line of Blount Street for the 

to the South line of said Blount Street, 
-

of Blount Street to the point of begin-

County, Mississippi.

-
utes West 235 feet to the South line 

degrees West 243.5 feet along the 
South line of Blount Street for the point 

-

-

along the South line of Blount Street 

City of Philadelphia, Neshoba County, 
Mississippi.

in me as Substituted Trustee.
Jauregui & Lindsey, LLC
Substituted Trustee
Jauregui, Lindsey, Longshore & Tingle
244 Inverness Center Drive

Birmingham, AL 35242

PUBLIC NOTICE
SIXTEENTH SECTION LAND RE-
CLASSIFICATION

The Board of Trustees of the Neshoba 

West line of the W ½ of the SE ¼ of 

-

Assessor plat maps.

-

Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI NE-
SHOBA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES, BY 
MARCUS D. DAVENPORT, AND JO-
SEPH ALEXANDER BUCHANAN
ROBERT ADRIAN BUCHANAN AND 
DAVID FLOYD FRANK, MINORS, 
BY AND THROUGH THEIR NEXT 
FRIEND, MARCUS D. DAVENPORT, 
PETITIONERS VS ASHLEY LYNN BU-
CHANAN, D VID BRIAN FRANK AND 
UNKNOWN PUTATIVE FATHERS, 
RESPONDENTS CIVIL ACTION, FILE 

SUMMONS THE STATE OF MISSIS-
SIPPI

are not to be found in the State of Mis-

to the Petitioners after diligent inquiry 
made by sad Petitioners.

You have been made a Respondent 

Neshoba County Department of Child 

-

to terminate your parental rights as 
those rights relate to said minors and 

-

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO APPEAR 
AND DEFEND AGAINST THE PETI-
TION FILED AGAINST YOU IN THIS 

THIE COURTROOM OF THE NE-
SHOBA COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT 

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI, AND 
IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE TO AP-
PEAR AND DEFEND, A JUDGMENT 
WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE PETITION.

or other pleading, but you may do so 
if you desire.

ISSUED under my hand and seal of 

(SEAL)

GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

BY: /s/G. Tate

PUBLIC NOTICE
SIXTEENTH SECTION LAND RE-
CLASSIFICATION
The Board of Trustees of the Neshoba 

-

Trust Land from Farm Residential to 

along said road R.O.W. to and for the 

-

a point on the North R.O.W. of said 

-

Assessor plat maps.

-

Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-
SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI NE-

SHOBA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES, 
BY MARCUS D. DAVENPORT, AND 
ALAINA RAIN IRWIN AND KAYLA 
LYNN IRWIN, MINORS, BY AND 
THROUGH THEIR NEXT FRIEND, 
MARCUS D. DAVENPORT, PETI-
TIONERS VS. MELISSA LYNN HEN-

SCOTT CUMBERLAND, RESPON-
DENTS CIVIL ACTION, FILE NO. 

-
MONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

be found in the State of Mississippi on 

-
ers after diligent inquiry made by said 
Petitioners.

You have been made a Respondent 

Neshoba County Department of Child 

to terminate your parental rights as 
those rights relate to said minors and 

-

-
ba County Department of Child Pro-

YOU ARE SUMMONED TO APPEAR 
AND DEFEND AGAINST THE PETI-
TION FILED AGAINST YOU IN THIS 

IN THE COURTROOM OF THE NE-
SHOBA COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT 

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI, AND 
IN CASE OF YOUR FAILURE TO AP-
PEAR AND DEFEND, A JUDGMENT 
WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE PETITION.

or other pleading, but you may do so 
if you desire.

ISSUED under my hand and seal of 

(SEAL)

GUY NOWELL, CHANCERY CLERK
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

BY: /s/W. Savell

PUBLIC NOTICE
SIXTEENTH SECTION LAND RE-
CLASSIFICATION

The Board of Trustees of the Neshoba 

-

-

-
-

ba County, Mississippi, this being the 

along the

more or less. Also designated as Par-

-

Lundy Brantley, Superintendent

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 

OF

THURMAN BEE THOMPSON, JR. 

DECEASED                                     C. 

A. NO.: 2021-144

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been 
granted on the 26TH day of May, 

Court to the undersigned ELISHIA 
LASHAY THOMPSON upon the Es-
tate of THURMAN BEE THOMPSON, 
JR. ,

said Estate to probate and register 

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the 
Administrator, this the 26 th day of 

/s/ ELISHIA LASHAY THOMPSON
ADMINISTRATRIX

SUBMITTED BY:

LEGALS



SERVICES 
Always good ratesInterior, 
Exterior carpentry. Electri-
cal, Plumbing. Pressure 
washing, Painting.Call,  

text: Tommy 601-663-
6990.-- 
 

HELP WANTED 
Bookkeeper needed for 

accounting firm. At least 3 
year's bookkeeping experi-
ence with payroll, general 
ledger, bank reconciliations, 

and employment taxes. 
Must be articulate and able 
to get along with clients 
and other staff. Send 

Resumes to phillyjobof-
fer@gmail.com.-- 
 

FAIR CABIN FOR SALE 
Fair Cabin for sale Cabin 
#963 baths- full bath down-
stairs- bunk 
beds$269,000601-270-
7079 
 

MOVING SALE 
Moving Sale Saturday June 
12th. King bed, dressers, 
desk and other furniture. 50 
inch TV, kitchen items, and 
clothing. 12590 Hwy 19 
North.-- 
 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Apartment for Rent. Unfur-

nished. Historical district. 
2BR, 1BA, No pets. 601-
416-2464.--- 
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CLASSIFIEDS601-656-4000 Monday 5 p.m. 
DEADLINE

Place your ad online 
neshobademocrat.com

Rates n 15 words or less $7.50 per week, each word over 50¢ per word n Display classified ads $13.30 per column inch n Place your ad online: neshobademocrat.com/classifieds

CERTIFIED STAFF OPENINGS 
For School Year 2021-2022 

 
CLOSING DATE:6/15/21 or until 
filled 
                                                                                        
RED WATER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Teacher 
   
Qualifications: Possess a valid Mississippi Educator 
License issued by the Mississippi State Department of 
Education with appropriate endorsement and emphasis 
on grade level and/or subject area being taught.  Ability 
to work in a rural school system with bilingual stu-
dents.  
 
Excellent communication skills and an academic record 
that can withstand critical review.  Complete a criminal 
background check on county, state, and national levels.  
Any record or conviction of criminal or child abuse 
charges will result in immediate termination.  Employ-
ee in this position is subject to random drug testing.  
Must possess a valid Mississippi Driver’s license, ade-
quate transportation and personal automobile liability 
insurance.  
 
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE REQUESTED OR SUBMIT-
TED TO: 
 

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
Attention: Human Resources 

P.O. Box 6033, Choctaw Branch 
Choctaw, Mississippi  39350

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Philadelphia Public School District is 
accepting requests for proposals for the following 

contractual services:

School Psychometrist
To provide Special Education Evaluations, 

Gifted Evaluations, Consultative Services, and 
Report Writing

Occupational and Physical Therapists
To provide evaluations and therapy for 

students with disabilities who have gross 
and fine motor deficits
School Psychologist

To provide Psychological Evaluations, 
Consultative Services, and Report Writing

Please ensure that the proposal includes the 
specific services offered, along with hourly rates.  

Also, note that travel and sustenance are not 
permissible. Requests for proposals 

will be accepted until the close of business on 
June 14, 2021.

Mail Proposals to:
Philadelphia Public School District

ATTN: Tia Little
248 Byrd Avenue

Philadelphia, MS 39350
or email tlittle@phillytornadoes.com
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By FELDER RUSHING 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com 
 

Live and learn, Eh? And 
sometimes relearn, which hap-
pened last week when I made a 
critical error when applying a 
natural insecticide.  

Let me set this up, with 
apologies to neighbors. See, my 
garden, true to its etymology, is 
a “guarded space” designed to 
be viewed from the house look-
ing towards the street; outsiders 
are actually looking at the 
messy back of my fence. Con-
cealed from the street is the 
orderliness, the walks, decks, 
small but neatly designed flower 
beds, and garden art.  

I do plant a little for passers-
by, especially children looking 
for cut flowers or culinary 
herbs, or who come to admire 
the wildflowers, butterflies, 
hummingbirds, and other not-
so-pretty wildlife. But overall, 
being a natural plant hoarder, 
I’m comfortable with a tumbled 
mélange of plants coming into 
glory or fading to make room 
for others all year long. 

However, rather than tend a 
static scene with a neat 
flowerbed here and there, I 
dump it all together, unified 
with meandering walks and 
open, more people-friendly sit-
ting areas. I favor stuff that 
comes and goes and requires lit-
tle or no maintenance other than 
light weeding. Love plants with 
great foliage, such as iris and 
cannas, but especially those that 
attract and give succor to a sup-
porting cast of wildlife; I even 
have an Urban Wildlife Habitat 
sign by the street to clue folks 
that I am doing all this on pur-
pose. 

Favorite spring-summer-fall 
flowering plants include lan-
tana, Africa blue basil, Guara, 
cannas, perennial sages and blue 
salvias, tropical milkweed 
(wow, what a looker!), zinnias, 
cleome, and - one of the best of 

all - the tall "purpletop" verbena. 
There are others, of course, but 
these are among the most 
dependable pollinator plants for 
my Mississippi meadow gar-
den.  

To top off it off as a wildlife 
habitat, I include several small 
water features for birds, bees, 
wasps, butterflies, dragonflies, 
and the like. Most are shallow 
so I don’t worry about mosqui-
toes (though truthfully we all 
have ‘em anyway), and I am 
careful to include shallow areas 
with gravel for bees and butter-
flies, which won’t step into open 
water. 

Neat thing about a mixed 
garden is how plant pests are 
diluted, and easier targets for 
increased concentrations of nat-
ural predators. However, some 
of my plants occasionally get 
overwhelmed with little aphids, 
leaf hoppers, and other small 
plant suckers; some are moved 
around by ants which “milk” 
them for sweet honeydew.  

To protect the overall garden 
wildlife, I rarely use any sort of 
insecticide, other than the occa-
sional spot-spraying of insecti-
cidal soap or late-afternoon shot 
of pyrethrin (both are effective 
natural products). I also treat 
errant fire ant mounds, though I 
usually leave one or two alone if 

they aren’t in my way; fire ants 
eat ticks, y’know. 

And I have dabbled in intro-
ducing live predators such as 
lacewings and ladybugs/beetles; 
you can buy lacewing eggs, and 
bags of live adult lady beetles, 
which as both adult and larvae 
are voracious other-bug eaters. 

Which is where I messed up, 
by breaking a cardinal rule of 
pesticide application; I did not 
read or following directions 
before use. In my excitement, I 
opened up the bag of squirming 
beetles, poured them over some 
plants, and…watched them all 
fly away.  

Surprised, I read the instruc-
tions, and too late saw that I was 
supposed to release them at 
night, lest they all fly away. 
Reread this column’s opening 
statement.  

Hopefully some will come 
back. But I don’t want too many 
lest they eat all the goodies from 
my other good bugs After all, 
you can’t have good bugs for 
long without aphids for them to 
eat. 

 
Felder Rushing is a Missis-

sippi author, columnist, and host 
of the “Gestalt Gardener” on 
MPB Think Radio. Email gar-
dening questions to rush-
ingfelder@yahoo.com.

"NOTICE OF PROPOSED AD VALOREM 
TAX EFFORT” 

Philadelphia Public School District 
 
The Philadelphia Public School District will 
hold a public hearing on its proposed school 
district budget for fiscal year 2021 on Thurs-
day, June 17, 2021 at 12:00 pm at Philadel-
phia Public School District Support Services 
Building. At this meeting, a proposed ad val-
orem tax effort will be considered.  
 
The Philadelphia Public School District is 
now operating with a projected total budget 
revenue of $11,824,979. Of that amount, 
twenty-nine (29) percent or $3,388,465 of 
such revenue is obtained through ad valorem 
taxes. For next fiscal year, the proposed 
budget has total projected revenue of 
$18,106,122. Of that amount, nineteen (19) 
percent or $3,454,533 is proposed to be 
financed through a total ad valorem tax levy.  
 
For the next fiscal year, the proposed 
increase in ad valorem tax effort by Philadel-
phia Public School District may result in an 
increase in the ad valorem tax millage rate. 
Ad Valorem taxes are paid on homes, auto-
mobile tags, business fixtures and equip-
ment, and rental real property.  
 
Any citizen of Philadelphia Public School Dis-
trict is invited to attend this public hearing on 
the proposed ad valorem tax effort, and will 
be allowed to speak for a reasonable amount 
of time and offer tangible evidence before 
any vote is taken.

2021 CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT

WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE

ADDITIONAL CONTAMINANTS

Is my water safe?
• Yes, your water is safe and meets all U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and safe drinking 
water health standards.

Do I need to take special precautions?
• Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemothera-
py, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system 
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should 
seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 

Where does my water come from?
• Philadelphia Utilities uses five deep wells, pumping from the Lower Wilcox Aquifer, to supply water 
for our customers.

Source water assessment and its availability
• The SWA is available online at: https://landandwater.deq.ms.gov/swap/reports/report.aspx-
?id=0500008

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?
• Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be 
obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(800-426-4791). 

How can I get involved?
• Our regularly scheduled meetings are held at 8:00 am on the second Thursday of each month at 
the main office of Philadelphia Utilities, located at 435 Myrtle St. East, Philadelphia, Ms.�Anyone 
wishing to be placed on the meeting agenda, should contact Kirk R. Morgan, Executive Secretary, at 
601-656-1121.

Required Fluoridation Information
• To comply with the “Regulation Governing Fluoridation of Community Water Supplies”, MS0500008 
is required to report certain results pertaining to fluoridation of our water system. The number of 
months in the previous calendar year in which average fluoride sample results were within the 
optimal range of 0.6 – 1.2 ppm was 11. The percentage of fluoride samples collected in previous 
calendar year was within the optimal range of 0.6 - 1.2 ppm was 92%. 

Monitoring and reporting of compliance data violations
• 3A - Monitoring, Routine, Minor (RTCR)   11/01/2020-11/30/2020   E. Coli   Complete

Additional Information for Lead
• If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant 
women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components 
associated with service lines and home plumbing. Philadelphia Utilities is responsible for providing 
high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing compo-
nents. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead 
exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or 
cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the 
amount of contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table below lists all of the 
drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. Although 
many more contaminants were tested, only those substances listed below were found in your 
water. All sources of drinking water contain some naturally occurring contaminants. At low levels, 
these substances are generally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all contaminants 
would be extremely expensive, and in most cases, would not provide increased protection of public 
health. A few naturally occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of drinking water and 
have nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from 
testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for 
certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants 
do not vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of 
contamination. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be more than one year old. 
In this table you will find terms and abbreviations that might not be familiar to you. To help you 
better understand these terms, we have provided the definitions below the table.

In an effort to insure the safest water possible the State has required us to monitor some contami-
nants not required by Federal regulations. Of those contaminants only the ones listed below were 
found in your water.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Name: Tim Hisaw

Address: PO Box 88 • Philadelphia, MS 39350 • Phone: (601) 656-1601

My urban wildlife habitat
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