
By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Martha Whittle recently 

completed her final term as 
Neshoba County Election com-
missioner, a position she held 
for just more than two decades. 

“I loved the job,” said Whit-
tle, who last year decided not to 
seek another term. “I liked 
working with people and work-
ing the polls. My granddaugh-
ter, Jane Savell Rickles, liked to 
go to the polls with me on elec-
tion day, and maybe she’ll run 
for office one day as well.”  

Whittle said serving as elec-
tion commissioner was the best 

job she ever had. 
Whittle graduated from 

Neshoba Central High School 
in 1965 and worked at Garan 
Manufacturing for five years 
and as a sales clerk for approx-
imately 20 years at City Jewel-
ry, which her family owned, 
before she decided to run for 
Neshoba County Election 
Commissioner. 

She was elected to the office 
in 2000, defeating her friend 
Wendell Jackson of the Bond 
community. Since then she ran 
unopposed for every election.  

Whittle said she was 
inspired to run for the office 
when the man serving as elec-

tion commissioner at the time 
was sick and someone needed 
to run for the seat. After talking 
with her husband and friends, 
Whittle said she was encour-
aged enough to give it a shot. 

During her time in office, 
her fellow members on the 
Neshoba County Election 
Commission appointed her 
chairman of the election com-
mission from 2010 to 2013, 
where she had to sign off to 
make sure all the ballots were in 
and on schedule during elec-
tions. 

Now that she is retired, 
Whittle said she likes to make 
quilts and T-shirts in her spare 

time, and she also loves to sew. 
Whittle lives with her hus-

band, Jim Whittle, and they 
have three grown children Dea-
neen Savell, Joe Whittle and 
Brian Whittle. They also have 
eight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren, with 
another great-grandchild com-
ing in April.  

Whittle said she loves to 
vacation with her family. Past 
vacations include trips to the 
mountains, the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, and a cruise to Mexico 
she took in 2015 with her sister 
and daughters. She has also 
been on a mission trip to Hon-
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Whittle retires after decades of election work

ELECTION COMMISSION
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By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The 2021 Neshoba County 

Fair is officially on, Fair Board 
President Gilbert Donald 
declared Tuesday. 

“All I can say is this,” Don-
ald told the Democrat. “As of 
this date we plan on having the 
Fair this year, period.” 

On Tuesday, 2021 Arts and 
Crafts applications were post-
ed on the Fair’s Facebook 
page. 

For the first time since four 

runs during World War II, the 
Fair was cancelled last sum-
mer due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The Fair was cancelled in 
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945 and 
resumed in 1946, according to 
the Democrat's archives. The 
Fair would have celebrated its 
131st year last year. 

Donald said organizers plan 
to monitor the situation and 
offer updates, but as of now, 
the Fair is on and will run from 
July 23 through July 30.  

Fair Manager Doug John-

son said that date has been in 
place for about three years. 

His grounds crews are 
“working as hard as they can” 
towards holding the Fair this 
year. He said in some parts of 
the grounds they have close to 
two years of rain and weather 
to work against. 

Donald said he knew many 
families missed an opportunity 
to see each other last year. 

“The board knows that for 
many families this is the 
longest period of time they get 
to spend together and they 

missed that last year,” Donald 
said. 

Donald said they hope to 
make regular updates on the 
progress of the Fair. He said 
the Fair would not be canceled 
unless something happens that 
the board could not foresee.  

First on the agenda to get 
things moving is the stock-
holders meeting set for Tues-
day, Feb. 16 at the conference 
room of the Community 
Development Partnership 
Building. There, stockholders 
will appoint a fair board and 

set an agenda. 
Johnson said organizers are 

looking at state and CDC 
guidelines as well as other 
safety concerns as they prepare 
the grounds. 

Donald noted they are 
already distributing the appli-
cations for Arts and Crafts. 

Laura Bryan, the pianist at 
the Fair’s Late Night Sing for 
the last 50 years, was so over-
come with grief last year she 
sat down at her piano and 
played all 90 songs that 
include standards such as “The 

Yellow Rose of Texas,” “My 
Buddy,” and “When the Saints 
Go Marching In.” 

“I am so sad that we will 
not have the 2020 NCF,” she 
said. “I understand why we 
can't have it, but that doesn't 
help the sadness I feel — not 
just for the Fair but for all who 
are suffering from COVID-19 
or anything else.” 

The one thing she missed 
the most was the Sing. “When 
I heard the news last night, I 
went over to my piano and 
played all 90 songs!”

The Fair ‘is on’

The Neshoba Central High School girls bowling team recently won 
the state championship and the boys team finished as runners-up. 
Neshoba Central bowling team members are, first row, from left: Con-
nor Jimmie, William Anderson, Hayden Barrett, Preston Hill and 
Jacob Stovall. Second row, Jimmie Joyner, coach, Emely Randolph, 
Jaiden Sawyers, Ashton Luke, Sarah Lewis, Kathryn Dreifuss, Allie 

Williams, Maggie Bradley, Madison Breazeale and Tricia Joyner, 
coach. In back are Joey Blount, coach, Caden Spence, Ainzley 
Moore, Landon Coward, Devin McCoy, Chris Chamberlin, Craig Tay-
lor, Jacob Richardson, Noah Bates and Tommy Holland, athletic 
director.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Neshoba Central girls bowling team has 

repeated as the Class 2A state champions for the 
fifth year in a row, and for the sixth time in the 
past seven years. 

The Neshoba Central boys bowling team was 
the state runner-up in its bracket. 

The Mississippi High School Activities Asso-
ciation state bowling tournaments were held last 
week at Fannin Lanes in Brandon. 

Bowling has three classifications with boys 
and girls divisions: Class I for 1A-2A-3A 
schools; Class II for 4A-5A schools and Class III 

for 6A schools. 
The top five bowlers in each bracket were 

named all-state. 
Each bracket tournament started with eight 

teams entered. The teams would bowl three sets. 
The top two teams would move to the Baker 
Series. The team that wins that is crowned state 
champions. 

In the Girls Class II bracket, the Neshoba 
Central girls finished first with 2,415 pins while 
Long Beach finished second with 2,138 pins. 
From there, Neshoba Central went on to win the 
Baker Series 3-0. 

Allie Williams led the way with 555 pins 
while Ashton Luke came in second with 553 and 

Sarah Lewis came in third with 538. These were 
the top bowlers in the bracket, which earned 
them all-state honors. 

Emely Randolph, Jaiden Sawyers and 
Kathryn Dreifuss also bowled in the tournament, 
alternating throughout the match. 

Other teams in the Girls Class II bracket and 
their team scores: Lafayette 1,986, Vancleave 
1,976, Cleveland 1,939, Richland 1,732, Corinth 
1,718 and North Pike 1,713. 

“This was a big accomplishment for our girls 
team,” Coach Joey Blount said. “I told them if 
they all bowled their averages, we would be one 
of the top two teams. We had a good day.” 
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Two Republicans have joined 

the race for mayor of Philadelphia 
in addition to three Democrats 
who had already qualified. 

Robin Allen, Sr., and Leo 
Renaldo announced their candida-
cies last week as Republicans. 
They will meet in a primary elec-
tion April 6 with the winner 
advancing to the June 8 General 
Election. 

Three Democrats are in the run-
ning for mayor of Philadelphia. 
Incumbent Mayor James A. Young 
is being challenged by Ward 4 
Alderman Cassie Henson Hick-
man and businessman James Gill. 

The winner must have a major-
ity of the votes. Runoffs, if needed, 
will be held two weeks after an 
election. 

The deadline to file was last 
Friday.        

Republican Justin Lewis Clear-
man is the lone candidate for the 
Ward 1 alderman. He will fill the 
seat held by retiring alderman Joe 
Tullos. 

Meanwhile, Democrat Man-
gold Washington III will challenge 
incumbent Republican Jim Fulton 
in Ward 2. 

In Ward 3, Democrats James 
Tatum and Darryl M. Young will 
face off in the primary election. 
The winner will face Republican 
Wright Griffis in the General Elec-
tion. 

In Ward 4, four Democrats 
Ruthie Nash, Ajatha Nichols, 

Election 
field set 
for party 
primaries

MUNICIPAL RACES

See ELECTION, page 2A
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Neshoba bowling team wins state

Martha Whittle poses with her daughter and granddaughter. 
Pictured, from left to right: Jade Savell Rickles, Whittle, and 
Deaneen Savell. 



duras in July 2005. She said she 
hopes to go on another cruise 
with her granddaughter soon. 

Whittle recalled a lot of fun 
and exciting election nights 
during her time in office. She 
said a lot of election nights she 
and the other workers stayed at 
the polls as late as 2 a.m. 

“We made sure elections 
were good and clean every 
time,” she said. “As for memo-
rable elections, all of them have 
been great. I really can’t pick 
one that’s more memorable 
than the other.”  

Whittle said what she will 
miss most about being in office 
is the people since those she 

worked with were like family to 
her. She said all of the election 
commissioners were very close 
to one another and Patti Duncan 
Lee, Neshoba County Circuit 
Clerk.  

“Martha has been such a 
major asset to us and has done 
so much for the community and 
the folks of District 2,” Lee 
said. “When she’s involved, 
she’s involved all the way and 
will be there for you if you need 
her.” 

Lee said Whittle has also 
done a lot for the Election 
Commissioners Association, 
including making quilts for 
their auctions. She’s also helped 
make masks and gowns for the 
Neshoba General Hospital.  

“She’s so special to me and 
the community,” Lee said. 
“She’s done a fine job and I 

think everyone appreciates it.”  
Harold Richardson, the cur-

rent election commissioner for 
District 3, said he worked with 
Whittle for 12 years and 
enjoyed every minute of it.  

“Martha was always busy 
and one of those people that 
could not sit down,” Richard-
son said. “She was always 
doing something. She did an 
excellent job and was always 
very conscientious.” 

Whittle said elections, while 
fun, are also a lot of work. She 
recalled always making sure the 
boxes of ballots were canvased 
after the election was over. 
Everything needs to be right. 
She said that it normally works 
out great, but people need to be 
prepared to put a lot of hours of 
work into making sure every 
vote is accounted for, including 
absentees, provisionals and 

affidavits. At the end of the day, 
she said it was always a good 
experience for her all the way 
through.  

“Your vote is sacred, and 
I’ve always made sure every 
vote counts,” she said. “No one 
should know how you voted. 
You vote the way you want to 
vote.” 

Whittle’s words of advice 
for anyone looking to run for 
office are to “be yourself and do 
your very best.” She said that’s 
what she did and she always did 
her absolute best when work-
ing.  

“If you want something, go 
for it,” she said. “You will never 
regret it. I’ve enjoyed my job, 
and I’ve made friends in every 
district. I’m really happy I was 
able to be of assistance to 
Neshoba County.”

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Sheriff’s Deputies arrested a 

Union man on drug charges 
after they said they spotted him 
driving recklessly last week. 

William Shannon Sciple, 35, 

of 3775 Stratton Road, Union 
was arrested and charged with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, possession of marijuana 
in a motor vehicle and posses-
sion of paraphernalia. 

Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 
Clark said that deputies made 

the arrest after they encountered 
a reckless driver on Feb. 3, in 
the afternoon. 

Clark said that deputies 
heard spinning tires before they 
saw Sciple, who was driving a 
black Chevrolet Impala. 

He was stopped on County 

Road 248 for reckless driving. 
Sciple was found to possess a 
controlled substance. 

Sciple is being held in the 
Neshoba County Detention 
Center on a $16,600 bond.
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0998 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

County road plan focuses on bridges
By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Bridges will be the emphasis 

of Neshoba County’s recently 
updated four-year Road and 
Bridge Plan. 

Neshoba County in recent 
years has replaced bridges on 
county roads 561, 397, 624 and 
628. 

“The primary priority for the 
county is bridges,” said Jeff 
Mayo, county administrator. 
“That’s not to say that resealing 
roads isn’t important. Bridges 
are playing a huge role federal-
ly, state and in the county. 

“Right now, we have a 
bridge on County Road 705 that 
is in construction. That was our 
only other closed bridge before 
the most recent round of bridge 
inspections.” 

The county is using state 
Local System Bridge Program 
money to help fund the 
$1,037,100 cost for the 705 

project, which is located in the 
southeast part of the county.  

Also, a bridge on County 
Road 834 is opened and due to 
be replaced with LSBP money. 
County Road 834 is located in 
the north central part of the 
county, north of Burnside. 

The State Aid/Federal Aid 
Road Program is another source 
of money for bridge replace-
ment. 

The county plans to use this 
money to replace a bridge on 
County Road 739 at the cost of 
$540,300. It is expected to be a 
box culvert and is being 
designed now. County Road 
739 is in the eastern part of the 
county, south of Mississippi 16. 

But these bridges aren’t the 
biggest problem. A bridge on 
County Road 210, which over-
passes the non-used Kansas 
City Southern railway connec-
tor running from Union to 
Sebastopol, must be replaced. It 
is expected to cost approximate-

ly $2 million to replace to meet 
railroad overpass standards, 
even though the railroad isn’t 
using it anymore and has no 
plans to do so. 

“This has caused an 11-mile 
detour,” Mayo said. “210 comes 
from Highway 492 west of 
Union to west to Highway 21 to 
below Dixon and north of 
Sebastopol. 

“It is one of the main thor-
oughfares back from Union to 
western Neshoba County to 
Walnut Grove in Leake County. 
The bridge is currently closed. 
We are working to get it tem-
porarily reopened.” 

Money doesn’t grow on 
trees. As the Federal Aid Pro-
gram funds have been and are 
being utilized to perform bridge 
inspections across Mississippi, 
no immediate future funding is 
anticipated from these funds. If 
funds become available Nesho-
ba County will seek any avail-
able funding. 

According to the plan, the 
primary emphasis on roads dur-
ing the next four years will be to 
maintain the existing road sys-
tem and re-surface as many 
miles of existing hard surface 
road as available funds will per-
mit. 

“We had 32.70 miles in the 
reseal program that we had pre-
viously programed,” Mayo said. 
“But with the emphasis on the 
bridges, we are asking to use 
both LSBP funds and state aid 
funds of about $1 million apiece 
to get the 210 bridge done. 

It costs approximately 
$40,000 to reseal 1 mile of 
county road. If you use state aid 
money, it will cost approximate-
ly $50,000 because of the addi-
tional requirements. 

“This will diminish our state 
aid reseal money this term by 
$600,000, and we will do about 
$1.1 million in resealing,” 
Mayo said.

Former Neshoba County Election Commissioner Martha 
Whittle takes the Oath of Office in 2000 with Judge John 
Love.

Deputies arrest Union man with drug possession

Work is underway to replace the bridge on County Road 705. It is expected to be completed later this year.

Whittle 
Continued from page 1A

Rudolph Tatum and Shanayah 
Carter, will face off in the pri-
mary. The winner will advance 
to the General Election against 
independent candidate Shaun 
Seales. 

Alderman-at-Large Leroy 
Clemons, a Democrat, faces the 
challenge of Republican James 

Carson Waltman in the General 
Election. 

Election commissioners 
were decided in last Tuesday’s 
board of alderman meeting. 
Harold Richardson, Eva Tisdale 
and Janice Payne, who served in 
the 2017 election, were 
approved to serve again. 

Four of the five polling 
places have been decided: Ward 
1 Senior Citizens Building; 
Ward 2 not decided; Ward 3: 
The Depot; and, Ward 4 West-
side.

Election 
Continued from page 1A



By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Police said they expect more 

arrests to come after identifying 
one suspect involved in a break-
in and vehicle theft last Wednes-
day. 

Isaiah Frazier, 16, of 434 
North Columbus Ave., Philadel-
phia was arrested and charged 
with one count of commercial 
burglary and one count of grand 
larceny. He also faces a charge 
by the Louisville Police Depart-
ment of shooting into a 
dwelling. 

Philadelphia Police Detec-
tive Bobby Pattillo said the 
arrest comes in connection with 
incidents reported on Wednes-
day, Feb. 3. That evening the 
Neshoba County Co-Op experi-

enced a break-in. A vehicle was 
also reported taken from nearby 
Edwards Electric, Pattillo said. 

He said Frazier was identi-
fied by an anonymous tip. 

“The Philadelphia Police 
Department would like to thank 
the public and everyone who 
offered tips that led to the appre-
hension of the suspect involved 
in the burglary at the Neshoba 
County Co-op and the theft of a 
vehicle from Edwards Electric,” 
Pattillo said. 

The Co-Op is located at 338 
Main Street near the railroad. 
Edwards Electric has a location 
at 323 Main Street just up the 
hill from the Co-Op. 

Frazier was identified 
through surveillance footage 
from the Co-Op that was circu-
lated by law enforcement online 

and in the media. 
The vehicle was safely 

recovered. More arrests are 
pending as the case remains 
under investigation, Pattillo 
said. 

Frazier remains in PPD cus-
tody in the Winston County 
Detention Center. Pattillo said 
that he faces a $20,000 bond for 
his crimes committed in the city 
and jail records show a $75,000 
bond for the Louisville charge. 

Pattillo said that Frazier was 
charged as an adult in the shoot-
ing into a dwelling charge and 
will be charged as an adult for 
any subsequent charges. 

If anyone has any informa-
tion about either incident, call 
the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment, 601-656-2131, or Crime 
Stoppers, 601-485-1860.
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The Neshoba Central girls bowling team captured the Class 2A state championship last week 
for the sixth out of the past seven years. Members of the team pictured are, front row from left: 
Coach Tricia Joyner, Maggie Bradley, Madison Breazeale, Ainzley Moore, Jaiden Sawyers, 
Allie Williams, Ashton Luke, Sarah Lewis, Kathryn Dreifuss. Emely Randolph, second row 
from left, Coach Joey Blount and athletic director Tommy Holland.

Police arrest man for break-ins
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The Neshoba Central boys 
finished as the runner-up in 
Class II boys with 2,631 pins. 
Lafayette finished with first 
2,686 pins and went on to win 
the Baker Series, 3-0. 

Devin McCoy led the 

Rockets with 555 pins, fol-
lowed by Chris Chamberlin 
546, Landon Coward 528, 
Craig Taylor 518 and Jacob 
Richards 486. 

“This was a total team 
effort,” Blount said. “We did 
not have anyone make all-
state and still we placed sec-
ond overall.” 

The East Union boys 
(2,878 pins, 3-0 Baker Series) 

won the Class I boys title 
while the Kossuth girls (2,440 
pins, 2-1 Baker Series) won 
the Class I girls. 

The Hancock boys (2,996 
pins, 2-1 Baker Series) won 
the Class III boys title while 
the Hancock girls (2,589 pins, 
3-0 Baker Series) won the 
Class III girls title.

Champs 
Continued from page 1A
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is 
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.          

— 2 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) 

Are the classics racist? 
RICH LOWRY

Of rioters, protesters, patriots
PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

It was only a matter of time 
before Cicero got canceled. 

The New York Times the 
other day profiled Princeton 
classicist Dan-el Padilla Peral-
ta, who wants to destroy the 
study of classics as a blow for 
racial justice. 

The critique of classics as 
stultifying and privileged isn’t 
new, but in the woke era this 
attack is more potent than ever 
and has a better chance of 
demolishing a foundation of 
Western education. 

At a time when Abraham 
Lincoln doesn’t pass muster in 
the progressive precincts of 
America, poor benighted 
Homer, whose chief subject 
was toxic masculinity, proba-
bly doesn’t stand a chance. 

In its report, The Times 
writes that the critics believe 
that the study of classics “has 
been instrumental to the inven-
tion of ‘whiteness’ and its con-
tinued domination.” Or as 
Padilla himself puts it, “Sys-
temic racism is foundational to 
those institutions that incubate 
classics and classics as a field 
itself.” 

It is rare to find other 
instances of scholars so con-
sumed with hatred for their 
own disciplines that they liter-
ally want to destroy them 
within. Presumably if an ultra-
progressive astrophysicist con-
cludes that his field is desper-
ately out of touch with social 
justice concerns, he simply 
goes and does something else 
for a living rather than agitat-
ing to have students stop learn-
ing about space. 

One would think Padilla’s 
own amazing personal journey 
would, in itself, make the case 
for the wonders of the classics. 
He came here as a child from 
the Dominican Republic, lived 
in a homeless shelter in New 

York City, discovered a book 
on Ancient Greece and Rome 
— and with help from a men-
tor, got into a prep school and 
went on to get degrees from 
Princeton, Oxford and Stan-
ford. 

For him, evidently, the clas-
sics weren’t very exclusionary, 
and indeed there’s no reason 
that they should be. 

The rigors of Greek and 
Latin, the timeless questions 
raised by Plato and Aristotle, 
the literary value of some of 
the most compelling poems, 
plays and tracts ever written, 
the insights of early historians 
Herodotus and Thucydides, 
the oratory of Pericles and 
Cicero, the awe-inspiring 
beauty of the architecture, 
sculpture and pottery — all of 
this is available to anyone of 
any race, ethnicity or creed. 

To look at all these marvels 
and see only “whiteness” 
speaks to a reductive obses-
sion with race that is destruc-
tive, self-defeating and, in the 
end, profoundly depressing. 

The Times complains that, 
paraphrasing critics, “Enlight-
enment thinkers created a hier-
archy with Greece and Rome, 
coded as white, on top, and 
everything else below.” 

There’s quite a simple rea-
son, though, that Greece and 
Rome have been subjects of 
study and fascination for so 
long — their cultural, political 
and legal contributions are so 
vast and enduring. 

The Greeks gave us the 

example — flawed and incom-
plete to be sure — of democra-
cy, and the Roman stamp is 
still discernible on our legal 
system and institutions. 

Western thought and litera-
ture have proceeded through-
out their history in dialogue 
with the classics, constantly 
interacting with the arguments, 
themes and characters of those 
long-ago forebears. 

This isn’t true of other 
ancient societies. 

Of course, the Greeks and 
Romans were blinkered, 
exclusionary, repressive and 
violent, but who wasn’t? 
Where in the ancient world did 
slavery not exist? What socie-
ty afforded women equal sta-
tus with men? Where did any 
ruler respect the dignity of all 
people? 

A key difference between 
the Greeks and Romans and 
the rest was that their writers 
critiqued and lampooned their 
own societies. This willing-
ness to engage in self-criticism 
became one of the hallmarks, 
and strengths, of Western cul-
ture. 

The critics give the Greeks 
and the Romans the same 
treatment as the American 
project, ignoring what was 
exceptional about them for a 
monomaniacal focus on their 
failings, even if the failings 
were commonplace every-
where else. 

They want to impoverish 
American college students and 
ultimately the Western mind in 
an act of ideological destruc-
tion. This is galling enough; 
it’s even worse that they call it 
progress. 

 
Rich Lowry is editor of Nation-
al Review,  a leading conserva-
tive magazine founded by 
William F. Buckley.

To Parliament, in the Lon-
don of George III, the Boston 
Massacre of 1770 and the Tea 
Party of 1773 were not seen in 
the same light as they were by 
the Sons of Liberty in the Mas-
sachusetts colony.  

To Parliament, this was 
mob violence, and the shooting 
and killing at Lexington and 
Concord were acts of insurrec-
tion and treason.   

But because we won the 
Revolution, those events are 
portrayed and remembered dif-
ferently. For when it comes to 
riots and revolutions, all 
depends on who writes the nar-
rative of history. It is the win-
ners. 

“Who controls the past con-
trols the future: who controls 
the present controls the past,” 
said George Orwell in his 
novel “1984.” 

To the media, the long hot 
summer of rioting, looting and 
arson that followed the death 
of George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis was driven by “racial jus-
tice” protests against a “sys-
temic racism” that permeates 
society.  

The rioters were calling 
attention to injustices we 
Americans have failed to 
address, like police brutality. 
And almost all of these “peace-
ful protesters” were calling us 
to be a better people.  

And did not the riots pro-
duce beneficial results? 

Joe Biden and his party 
have responded by setting as a 
goal the replacement of “equal-
ity of rights” with “equity,” an 
equality of results, where gaps 
in test scores, incarcerations, 
incomes and wealth between 
white and black are to be 
closed by government action. 

However, as for the riot at 
the Capitol on Jan. 6 by 
Trumpists, to protest and per-
haps change the outcome of the 
election, that was an act of 
insurrection, a treasonous 
attempt to overturn a demo-
cratic election and overthrow a 
democratic government. 

Of all the riots in 2020 and 
2021, that was the unforgivable 
one. 

The proper response to that 
riot is not to heed its angry 
voices but to impeach the pres-

ident on whose behalf they 
acted, to strip him of any right 
to serve again in public office, 
and to write new laws to deal 
with the horrific “domestic ter-
rorism” we witnessed at the 
Capitol. 

About the morality and jus-
tice of the rampage of rioting in 
the wake of Floyd’s death, and 
the sole riot at the Capitol, the 
media are the self-anointed 
judges. They decide which 
riots are benign and which are 
malignant, which should 
receive an empathetic 
response, and which should 
end with every participant in 
prison. 

Western democracies 
almost always grant favorable 
publicity and moral support to 
popular uprisings against auto-
cratic regimes. 

The Hong Kong protests 
were cheered on by the West 
until there arose a fear in China 
they were getting out of hand. 
Beijing then stepped in, 
ordered the protests halted and 
imposed law and order.  

In Russia, there have been 
protests in many cities over the 
recent jailing of dissident Alex-
ei Navalny. But winter weather 
and thousands of police arrests 
have cooled the protests, and 
Vladimir Putin booted out of 
the country three EU diplomats 
from Poland, Germany and 
Sweden who attended the pro-
Navalny demonstrations. 

When it comes to illegal 
and disorderly protests, Xi Jin-
ping and Putin take them seri-
ously and play hardball. They 
see mass protests and riots as 
Western-inspired, if not West-
ern-planned, and deal with 
them as subversive activities.  

“The messages sent by 
Russian authorities during this 
visit confirmed that Europe 
and Russia are drifting apart,” 
EU minister Joseph Borrell 
blogged on his return from 
Moscow to Brussels. “It seems 
that Russia is progressively 

disconnecting itself from 
Europe and looking at demo-
cratic values as an existential 
threat.”  

In Turkey, demonstrations 
by staff and students erupted in 
January over the installation of 
an ally of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan as rector of 
Bogazici University, among 
the most acclaimed schools in 
the country. Hundreds have 
been arrested in clashes 
between protesters and police 
in one of the largest displays of 
civil unrest in Turkey in years.  

In Myanmar, thousands 
took to the streets this weekend 
to protest a generals’ coup that 
took over the country a week 
ago and ousted the elected 
civilian regime of Nobel Peace 
prize winner Aung San Suu 
Kyi.   

The American media 
defended the Hong Kong pro-
testers and tended to minimize, 
excuse or ignore its excesses 
and violence. 

But in Moscow, Beijing, 
Istanbul and Myanmar, the 
protests are seen as insurgen-
cies, as sappers of the state and 
regime, and the governments 
are predisposed to deal with 
them in every way — save 
capitulation. They see them as 
the work of “regime change” 
ideologues in the West.  

In Western nations, protests 
and riots come largely from the 
left and rail against what is 
claimed to be indifference or 
resistance to the rights of 
minorities. And the natural ten-
dency of the media is to sym-
pathize with protesters, espe-
cially those bedeviling autocra-
cies. 

Again, all except the occu-
pation of the Capitol on Jan. 6. 
That one was different. That 
one got the sympathy of no one 
because its premise was that an 
elite-backed establishment 
stole the election. 

Such accusations against 
our elites are intolerable and 
immoral. 

 
Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.”

The study of classics 
has been instrumental 

to the invention of 
“whiteness,” they say.
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The war on drugs has been waged 
through the criminal justice system for 100 
years and we’ve failed, some would argue.  

There is a vibrant underground market 
causing violence in our streets, increasingly 
deadly substances causing overdose deaths 
to soar, and millions of incarcerated con-
sumers causing families to be destroyed. 

 We’re losing on every front, they claim 
— but are we? 

While they generally do not celebrate, 
encourage, or trivialize drug use, there’s a 
call to “core values” and legalization by 
some advocacy organizations. 

The problem is those “core values” have 
significantly deteriorated over the last 50 
years.  They are not core values at all. 

Has Western Civilization turned down 
the slope of permanent decline when the 
legalization of drugs is argued? Are we on 
the decadent and degenerate phase of the 
civilizational life cycle? 

We should certainly focus on drug treat-
ment, not always incarceration.   

Two life sentences without the possibility 
of parole for possessing seven empty boxes 
of Sudafed? It’s a true story. 

Meanwhile, six children have grown up 
without their father, and Mississippi taxpay-
ers will probably spend $1 million to house 
and care for James Vardaman.  

Supposedly, some European countries 
have had some success with legalization 
coupled with mandatory treatment — 
approaching the problem as a medical issue 
and not criminal if you are “caught” using 
and/or end up being a danger to yourself 
(overdosing) or others e.g. caught under the 
influence during some reckless activity etc.   

The problem is that we’re creating a cul-
ture of pathological tolerance very often in 
the name of Christianity, which in the past 
has stood for the idea of “go and sin no 
more” and self-control.   

Human nature is such that anything you 
subsidize or go lenient on you will likely 
end up getting more of.  

Do we have billions to spend on drug 
treatment?   

Where is the balance between individual 
responsibility and social expectations to 
maintain a certain level of conduct versus 
addressing such a problem as a social ill 
that requires social policy and government 
expenditure?  Good question.   

We could end up spending billions on 
drug treatment for chronic users/abusers and 
bankrupt ourselves.   

Do we end up with drug companies man-

ufacturing heroin or cocaine for people to 
legally purchase and use?   

How does legalization work exactly and,  
as the old phrase goes, cui bono?  Who real-
ly benefits from such a societal-wide 
change? Big pharma?  Little “drug stores” 
run by boomer hippy mom and pop owners 
or drug tolerant millennials?   

Drug legalization is yet another social ill 
that has exploded that will cost us in the 
end.   

Do we have doctors prescribe recreation-
al drugs or allow people to buy drugs legal-
ly off the street?   

This is part of the mess created as liber-
alism exploded and has trickled down since 
the 1960s and free love. 

Three strikes and James Vardaman is out. 
But does the punishment fit the crime? 

Vardaman is serving two life sentences 
under Mississippi’s habitual offender law 
for seven empty boxes of Sudafed, as told 
by the conservative think tank Empower 
Mississippi. 

He’s an offender convicted of a crime not 
ordinarily considered a crime of violence 
but is caught in the state’s habitual offender 
law.  

Vardaman had two previous offenses in 
2000 for possession of meth and simple 
assault of a police officer. He was sentenced 
and served his time – 51 months – for those 
offenses. 

He served his time and when he was 
released found a job as a welder and soon 
ended up with the seven empty boxes of 
Sudafed in Brandon one night and eventual-
ly received the two life sentences. 

“I am not proud of my drug use,” said 
Vardaman, 45, who currently lives in a 
prison in Marshall County. 

“I’ve prayed for God to change my life 
and He has,” Vardaman told Empower. “I 
have prayed for him to remove my desire to 
do drugs. I no longer have that desire. Even 
though I know there isn’t much hope for 
me, I now realize how precious life is. I 
can’t take the next heartbeat without Him.” 

The impact of Vardaman’s incarceration 
reaches far beyond the four walls of his 
prison cell. His wife Christina lives in Texas 
with the youngest two of their six children. 

“It’s hard,” she said. “I’m having to do it 
on my own. It’s tough on our relationship 
and his relationship with our kids. I’m at 
my breaking point.” 

Reform and rehabilitation, yes, but a cul-
ture of pathological tolerance is dangerous 
when it comes to legalized drugs.

Drug liberalization

When it comes to riots 
and revolutions, it all 

depends on who writes 
the narrative.

FEBRUARY 14, 1941 
G.B. Smith was elected 

President of the Arlington 
Boys’ 4-H Club at a meeting. 
Other officers named were: 
Vice-President, Irby J. Pope; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Harris 
Agent; Reporter, Carol Now-
ell. After the election, the boys 
entered a dairy judging contest 
in a series in Hoard’s Dairy 
Magazine. Assistant County 
Agent J.F. Buchanan was pres-
ent at the meeting.  

Kelly Patterson, retiring 
President of the Mississippi 
Rexall Club, being presented 
with a gavel by A.T. Carithers, 
Sec-Treas, of the Internal 
Association of Rexall Clubs.     

 
FEBRUARY 8, 1951 

“Miss Rural Electrification 
1951” is Peggy Anne Brent, 
17-year-old Bogue Chitto 
High School girl, entry of the 
Miss. REA Associations in the 
national beauty contest held in 
Cleveland. Miss Brent is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Brent, of Lincoln County, a 
member of the Magnolia Elec-
tric Power Association.  

  
FEBRUARY 9, 1961 

Rct. Arthur C. Sharp, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sharp 
of the Spring Hill Community 
is in training with the 9th AA 

Gun Bn. at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
Young Sharp had been 
employed with the W.W. 
Woolworth Store in Meridian 
for some time and was trans-
ferred to the new Woolworth 
Store in Mobile, Alabama as 
assistant manager for a short 
time before being called into 
service.  

 
FEBRUARY 11, 1971 

Kathy Morris, Scott Coun-
ty’s Junior Miss and a former 
resident of Philadelphia, was 
crowned the state’s new Junior 
Miss. Miss Morris the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Lovelle 
Morris. She is a senior at For-
est High School, and after 
graduation she will attend 
Mississippi College where she 
plans to major in speech, one 
of her major interests. 

Beth Pilgrim of Philadel-
phia, was named to the Dean’s 
List at Clarke College, in 
Newton, Mississippi. To be 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Clarke, a student must main-
tain a grade point average of 
2.30-2.00. She is the daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. J. Herman 
Pilgrim of Philadelphia.  

 
FEBRUARY 5, 1981 

Ted Pope, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dorman Pope of 
Philadelphia, was named Mr. 

East Central Junior College in 
elections held on ECJC cam-
pus. Vickie Hamrick, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hamrick 
of Hickory, was named Miss 
East Central.   

 
FEBRUARY 13, 1991 

As the U.S. Army Military 
Affiliate Radio System contact 
in Vicksburg, Dot Hartzog 
helps servicemen and their 
families a little closer. Hart-
zog, an electronics technician 
at the Corps of Engineers’ 
Vicksburg District, operates 
the MARS Center in addition 
to her regular work in the dis-
trict radio room.  

  
FEBRUARY 14, 2001 

The Neshoba Central 
Future Farmers of America 
dreed speaker recently won 
third place at the state contest. 
Accepting the award is Lacy 
Caples, and the advisor is 
Rusty Suttles.   

 
FEBRUARY 9, 2011 

State Senator Giles Ward, 
was named the Conservation 
Legislator of the Year, while 
Jerry Smith, Neshoba County 
Soil and Water District Chair-
man, received the Outstanding 
District Commissioner of the 
Year Award.
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Joe Willie   
Stewart 

Funeral services for Mr. Joe 
Willie Stewart were held on 
Thursday, January 14, 2021, at 1 
P.M. from the 
chapel of 
Beck Funeral 
Home with 
Rev. Dewayne 
Peebles offici-
ating.  Burial 
was at New 
Prospect M.B. 
Church Ceme-
tery. Beck Funer-
al Home, Inc. 
was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Stewart, 89, of Philadel-
phia, passed away on Saturday, 
January 9, 2021 at Neshoba Gen-
eral Nursing Home. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Leona Bert Stewart of Philadel-
phia ,MS, one brother, Bennie 
Stewart, his children, Tony C. 
Stewart, Clarissa Jernigan, Tim 
Stewart, Joann Johnson, Victor 
Stewart and Anthony Brand, 
eight grandchildren, 13 great 
grandchildren, four step grand-
children and 14 step great grand-
children. 

Family and friends served as 
pallbearers. 

 
James D. "Gene" 

Howard 
Graveside services for Mr. 

James D. "Gene" Howard was 
held at 11 AM Saturday, Febru-
ary 6, 2021 at Indian Springs 
Assembly of God Cemetery with 
Rev. Bryan Madison officiating. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services in charge. 

Mr. James D. Howard, 72, 
passed away Monday, February 
1, 2021 at his residence. He lived 
in Plattsburg most of his life. He 
was a U.S. Army Veteran, oil-
field worker and a Mason. He 
was Pentecostal and enjoyed 
horses. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
Alvin Howard, Mertlean Jones 
Johnson and Stepfather, Jasper 
"Jack" Johnson; Daughter, 
Rosetta Howard; Granddaughter, 
Johanna Webster; nephew, 
Scooter Johnson. 

Survivors: Stepdaughter, 
Felicia Momberger (Tom) and 
family of Gallatin, TN; Stepson, 
Wayne Gann and family of Gal-
latin, TN; Brother, Dwayne 
Howard (Arlie Faye) of Noxapa-
ter; Sisters, Jewel Clifton of 
Philadelphia, Diane Williams of 
Houston, MS; Nieces and 
nephews, Seleta Aldous, Denita 
and John Thomas, Larita and 
Isaac Goforth, and Tommy Dear-
ing. 

 

Nolen Roby   
Gibson 

Service for Mr. Nolen Roby 
Gibson will be held at 2 PM Sat-
urday, February 13, 2021 at 
Bogue Chitto Community 
Cemetery with Kendall Wallace 
officiating.  There will be no vis-
itation. John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services in charge. 

Mr. Gibson, 56, passed away 
on Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
at Rush Foundation Hospital in 
Meridian, MS.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Roby 
Gibson and Helen Willis; sister, 
Flora Gibson. 

He is survived by his sons, 
Jeremy Hickman, Joshua Hick-
man; brother, Stanley Gibson; 
special friend, Iva Steve; 17 
grandchildren. 

 

Shirley Ann 
Thompson Benn 

Graveside service for Ms. 
Shirley Ann Thompson Benn 
will be held at 2 PM Tuesday, 
February 9, 2021 at Holy Rosary 
Cemetery with Father Bob 
Goodyear officiating.  There will 
be no visitation. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Servic-
es in charge. 

Ms. Benn, 73, passed away 
on Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
at Golden Triangle Baptist 
memorial Hospital in Columbus, 
MS.  She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Robert C. Benn; 
parents, Willie Thompson and 
Kittie Willis; sister, Wanda 
Davidson. 

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Denise John and Melanie 
Benn; 5 grandchildren, 4 great-
grandchildren. 

Pallbearers are James D. 
Willis, Gordon Willis, Jr., 
Michael Bell, William “Tank” 
Comby, Todd Bell, Kevin Willis, 
Randy Jim, Damion Williams. 

 

Timothy Richard 
John 

Graveside service for Mr. 
Timothy Richard John will be 
held at 2 PM Monday, February 
8, 2021 at Isaac Cemetery with 
Rev. Thomas Ben officiating.  
There will be no visitation. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services in charge. 

Mr. John, 42, passed away on 
Friday, January 15, 2021 in Dal-
las, TX.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Harry 
Smith John and Mary Lee Sam. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ters, Selena Jim, Summer John, 
Mary John, Leanna Bell; sons, 
Alexander John and Jacob John; 
sisters, Teresa Anderson, Stacy 
Goodin; 3 grandchildren. 

Pallbearers are Eli Hickman, 
Clifton Thomas, Jimmy Tinge, 
Errol John, Cagney Edwards, 
Eddison Jefferson. 

 

James Wesley 
Nichols, Sr. 

Graveside service for James 
Wesley Nichols, Sr. was held at 
11:00 a.m. Friday, February 5, 
2021 at Spring Creek Cemetery 
with John E. Stephens officiat-
ing. John E. Stephens Chapel in 
charge of arrangements. 

James Wesley Nichols, Sr. 
“Jimmy”, 77, passed away on 
February 1, 2021 at Merit 
Health. 

He lived in Holly Bluff, MS 
and Warren County most of his 
life. He served in the U.S. Army 
as a Staff Sergeant for 21 years 
and 8 months and served in the 
Vietnam War. He was a member 
of the Stevens Masonic Lodge 
and Eagle Lake Baptist Church. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents James Ellis Nichols 
and Helen Bevis Nichols and his 
brother Bobby Eugene Nichols. 

He is survived by his wife of 
44 years Judy Jenkins Nichols; 
son Wesley Nichols; daughter 
Jennifer Fuson; brothers Billy 
Nichols and Steve Nichols; sister 
Sandra Kerr; (2) grandchildren. 

 

Elzie Frank 
Stevens 

Graveside services for Mr. 
Elzie Frank Stevens was held at 
12 PM Thursday, February 4, 
2021 at New Zion Baptist Ceme-
tery in Leake County with Rev. 
John E. Stephens officiating. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services in charge. 

Mr. Stevens, 70, passed away 
Monday, February 1, 2021 at his 
residence. He lived in Leake 
County most of his life. He was a 
farmer and Baptist. His favorite 
hobby was fishing. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
Algie Floyd Stevens and Bonnie 
Opal McGee Stevens; Wife, 
Adelene Webb Stevens;Infant 
brother. 

Survivors: Sisters, Bonnie 
Keen, Lora Higginbotham 
(Doug), Tammie Steward, Judy 
Easterling (Robert), Pam Smith; 
Brothers, Joe Stevens (Janet), 
Wayne Stevens (Joeatta), Carl 
Stevens (Tanya); Host of nieces 
and nephews.  

Pallbearers: Johnny Allen, 
George Allen, Michael James, 
Junior Watkins, Robert Watkins, 
Doug Wilhite and George Busby. 

 

Clifton Willis 
Graveside service for Mr. 

Clifton Willis will be held at 2 
PM Sunday, February 7, 2021 at 
Conehatta Community Ceme-
tery with Rev. Thomas Ben and 
Deacon Curtis Willis officiating.  
There will be no visitation. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services in charge. 

Mr. Willis, 55, passed away 
on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 
University Medical Center in 
Jackson, MS.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Clifton 
Lewis and Catherine Willis; 
brother, Brainard Lewis. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Gloria Thomas Willis; daughters, 
Kristen Crosby, Sharon Willis, 
Kravon Willis; sons, Clifton Ray 
Willis, Cliff Willis, Christopher 
Willis; sisters, Loretta Willis, 
Rachel Jackson, Cathleen Jor-
dan; brothers, Raymond Wilson, 
Jr., Lance Wilson, Travis Wilson; 
18 grandchildren. 

Pallbearers are Gaylon 
Williams, Garth Charlie, Montel 
Jordan, Dedrick Jordan, Joshua 
Jordan, Dewitt Phillips, Dale 
Phillips, Jr., Dewayne Thomas. 

 

T. C. McWilliams 
Graveside services for Mr. T. 

C. McWilliams will be held on 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021, 
at 11 A.M. from Donald Rest 
Cemetery with Rev. Frank Buck 
officiating. Beck Funeral Home, 
Inc. is in charge of arrangements. 

Mr. McWilliams, 84 , of Jack-
son, passed away on Wednesday, 
February 3, 2021 at his home. 

He is survived by three chil-
dren, Linda Buck of Jackson, 
MS, Kenneth McWilliams of 
Pawcatuck, CT, and Tommy 
McWilliams of Birmingham, 
AL, seven grandchildren, and 11 
great grandchildren. 

Family and friends will serve 
as pallbearers. 

 

Everett Cox 
Graveside services for Mr. 

Everett Cox were held on Satur-
day, February 6, 2021, at 1 P.M. 

from Mt. Ary M.B. Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Lavoid 
Kelly officiating. Beck Funeral 
Home, Inc. was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mr. Cox, 87, of Loganville, 
GA, passed away on Sunday, 
January 31, 2021 at his home. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Georgia Peal Cox of Loganville, 
GA,  four children,  Mary Parris, 
Tresena and Jeanette Cox, and 
Everett Cox, Jr., two sisters, Bil-
lie Carter and Jearlean Charley, 
seven grandchildren and 12 great 
grandchildren. 

Family and friends served as 
pallbearers. 

 

Thomas Larry 
Stribling 

Funeral services for Mr. 
Thomas Larry Stribling were 
held on Sunday, February 7, 
2021, at 1 P.M. from the chapel 
of Beck Funeral Home with Rev. 
Harvey Olive officiating.  Burial 
was at New Prospect M.B. 
Church Cemetery. Beck Funeral 
Home, Inc. was in charge of 
arrangements. 

 Mr. Stribling, 71, of Philadel-
phia, passed away on Monday, 
February 1, 2021 at Baptist Med-
ical Center in Jackson, MS. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Alma Jean Stribling of Philadel-
phia, MS, three children, Charles 
Stribling and John Stribling both 
of Walnut Grove, MS, and Vale-
ria Stribling of Philadelphia, MS, 
one sister, Clara Faye Holder, 
three brothers, John Stribling, 
Travis Stribling and Larry Cole-
man, and eight grandchildren. 

 Family and friends served as 
pallbearers. 

 

Annie L. Duett 
Funeral services for Mrs. 

Annie L. Duett will be held at 10 
AM Wednesday, February 10, 
2021 at John E. Stephens Chapel 
with Rev. Daniel Richardson and 
Rev. Bragston Miley officiating. 
Interment in Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery. John E. Stephens Chapel in 
charge. 

Mrs. Duett, 82, passed away 
Sunday, February 7, 2021 at her 
residence in Brandon, MS. She 
has lived in Neshoba and Rankin 
Counties all of her life. She was 
an L.P.N. and member of Oak 
Ridge Church of God. Her hob-
bies include bowling, fishing and 
traveling. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
Oliver and Ruby Walters Ladd; 
Sisters, Sara Curry, Claudean 
Ogletree; Brothers, J.R. Ladd, 
Johnny Ladd, Lamar Ladd, Bud 
Ladd. 

Survivors: Husband, Floyd 
Duett of Brandon, MS; Sons, 
Scott Duett of Brandon, MS and 
Mark Duett of Brandon, MS; (3) 
Grandchildren, Jennifer Fontan, 
Jake Duett and Cristopher Duett; 
(4) Great-Grandchildren. 

 

Mary Clytee 
Manning 

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Mary Clytee Manning were held 
Monday, February 8, 2021, at 1 
p.m. from McClain-Hays Funer-
al Home with Dr. Jon Martin 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Mars Hill Cemetery in Winston 
County.  McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mrs. Manning, 87, of 
Philadelphia, died Friday, Febru-
ary 5, 2021. 

She was a native of Winston 
County and a longtime resident 
of Philadelphia, MS.  She for-
merly owned Jack & Jill Daycare 
and later worked as a housekeep-
er at Philadelphia Middle School 
until her retirement. Mrs. Man-
ning was a member of North 
Calvary Baptist Church. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Sandra Martin (Ricky) of 
Philadelphia; son, Rayford Man-
ning, Jr. (Tammy) of Noxapater; 
grandchildren, Craig, Patrick and 
Jon Martin, Rayford III, Bruce 
and Andrew Manning; great-
grandchildren, Meg, Will, Seth, 
Ty, Anna Kay, Riley and  Mary 

Hannah Martin, Rafe, Caroline, 
Julia Kate, Lena and Owen Man-
ning; siblings, Jerry Drury, Dou-
glas Drury, Linda Fortune, 
Mavis Smith and Sherry Clay. 

Mrs. Manning was preceded 
in death by her husband, Rayford 
Manning, Sr.; parents, Henry and 
Nona Drury; granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Manning; great-grand-
daughter, Faith Martin; siblings, 
Bernice Sisson, Joe Mack Drury, 
Travis Drury, Patsy Drury, 
Shirley Drury and Infant Janice 
Drury. 

Pallbearers were grandsons, 
Dr. Craig Martin, Patrick Martin, 
Dr. Jon Martin, Rayford Man-
ning, III, Bruce Manning, and 
Andrew Manning. 

Honorary Pallbearers were 
great-grandsons, Will Martin, 
Riley Martin, Ty Martin, Seth 
Martin, Rafe Manning, and 
Owen Manning. 

 

Virginia Ann 
Willis 

Graveside Service for Ms. 
Virginia Ann Willis will be held 
at 2 PM Saturday, February 13, 
2021 at Phillips Cemetery with 
Rev. Thomas Ben officiating.  
There will be no visitation. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services in charge. 

Ms. Willis, 62, passed away 
on Friday, February 5, 2021 at 
OCH Regional Medical Center 
in Starkville, MS.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
Earl Willis, Sr. and Susan Bell; 
brothers, Willie Ervin Willis and 
Richard Willis. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Lucinda Willis; sons, Marcus D. 
Willis and Simeon Willis, Sr.; 
sisters, Mary Ann Jefferson, 
Linda Steve, Karen W. Thomas, 
Renata Willis; brothers, Earl 
Willis, Jr. and James K. Willis; 
20 grandchildren, 4 great-grand-
children. 

Pallbearers are Shaun Jeffer-
son, Rian Willis, Billy Jack 
Lewis, Ricky Thompson, Jr., 
Travis Stephens, Jeremiah 
Tubby, Karady K. Chickaway, 
Marty Briscoe. 

 

Rev. Bobby Jack 
Henley 

“Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of 
truth”, ( 2 Timothy 2:15) ,“Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:17), “The steps of a good 
man  are ordered by the Lord: 
and he delighteth in his way.” 
(Psalm 37:23) 

Funeral services were held 
for Bro. Bobby Jack Henley on 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at 2 
p.m. from McClain-Hays Chapel 
with Rev. Ben McDaniel and 
Rev. Larry Savell officiating. 
Burial followed in Bethsaida 
Cemetery.   McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Bro. Bobby Jack Henley, 88, 
of Philadelphia, died Friday, 
February 5, 2021 at Anderson’s 
Hospital in Meridian due to heart 
valve issues. 

He was a native and lifelong 
resident of Neshoba County.  He 
graduated from Philadelphia 
High School in 1950. He gradu-
ated from Baylor University in 
Waco, TX, and then attended 
Dallas Theological Seminary in 
Dallas, TX. He preached a serv-

ice at Bethsaida Baptist Church 
and was invited home for lunch 
by John Lemuel Sharp where 
John’s daughter Johnnie Lou 
caught his eye.  Shortly after they 
met, he was drafted to the U.S. 
Army, where he served in active 
duty from 1958-1960 and was 
stationed in Germany much of  
his tenure.  Upon his return to the 
U.S., he and Johnnie Lou mar-
ried in 1961. 

He pastored at numerous 
country churches in Neshoba and 
Attala Counties through the 
years, and at Meridale Baptist 
Church in Meridian.  He was tri-
vocational throughout much of 
his life.  Besides pastoring and 
farming, he worked many years 
at U.S. Electrical Motors, then 
retired from the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice.  He loved sharing the gospel 
message, singing, gardening, 
reading, and occasionally writing 
poems. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Ginnie Barker (Cliff) of 
Philadelphia; son, Greg Henley 
(Flo) of Starkville; sister, Doris 
Murphy of Clinton; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and  cousins. 

Bro. Henley was preceded in 
death by his wife of 54 years, 
Johnnie Lou Sharp Henley in 
2016; parents, Marvin (M.B.) 
and Elna Maye Smith Henley; 
and brother, James Paul Henley. 

Pallbearers are Hank Burns, 
Brandon Jones, Brian Pace, 
Glenn Pogue, Kenny Pogue, 
William Savell, Tyler Spears, 
Tyler Tingle.  Honorary pallbear-
ers are Jim Henley, Alvis Apper-
son, Butch Harper, Benjamin 
Pace, Billy Sharp, Bobby Spears, 
and Deacons of Beatline Baptist 
Church.   

“Jesus saith unto him, I am 
the way, the truth and the life, no 
man cometh unto the Father but 
by me.” (John 14:6) “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:16) 

 

Robin Gregory 
Graveside Services were held 

for Robin Gregory on Thursday, 
February 4, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. 
from the Vernon Assembly of 
God Cemetery in Nanih Waiya 
with Rev. Scott Boatner officiat-
ing.  McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Ms. Gregory, 63, of Philadel-
phia, died Tuesday, February 2, 
2021. 

She was a native and long-
time resident of Philadelphia and 
a resident of Nanih Waiya for 
several years.  She worked as a 
nurse at Winston Medical Cen-
ter.  Ms. Gregory attended West 
Philadelphia Baptist Church.  

Survivors include daughter, 
Ragan Coggins of Guntown; 
sons, Johnnie Gregory and Jessie 
Gregory, both of Nanih Waiya; 
two grandchildren; and sister, 
Brenda Hardy of Philadelphia.  

Ms. Gregory was preceded in 
death by parents, Junior and 
Bobbie Jean Hardy; infant son, 
Toby Wade Gregory; husband, 
Gerald Gregory; and special 
cousin, Billy Hardy.  

 

John Marshall 
A graveside service for John 

Marshall was held Wednesday, 
February 3, 2021, at 2 p.m. from 
Cook’s Chapel Cemetery with 
Rev. Chris Gully officiating.  
McClain-Hays Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Marshall, 82, of Philadel-
phia, died Sunday, January 31, 
2021 at his home. 

He was a native of Kemper 
County and lived in Neshoba 
County for most of his life.  He 
was a cattle farmer and a retired 
truck driver.  Mr. Marshall was a 
member of Cook’s Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Lynda Fulton Marshall of 
Philadelphia; sons, Chuck Mar-
shall (Sandy), Devon Marshall 
(Rita), and Wayne Marshall 
(Kandi),  all of Philadelphia; 
eight grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; sisters, Martha 
Sue Hall and Lucille Myatt of 
Philadelphia; a host of nieces and 
nephews and their families. 

Mr. Marshall was preceded in 
death by his parents, Henry and 
Mary Marshall; sister, Mary 
Frances Johnson. 

Pallbearers were Matt Mar-
shall, Dalton Marshall, Judson 
Watson, Austin Thomas, John 
David Marshall, Logan Ezelle 
and Zack Bounds. 

 

Nathaniel    
Coleman, Sr. 

Graveside services for Mr. 
Nathan Coleman, Sr. will be held 
on Friday, February 12, 2021, at 
11 A.M. from Chamberlin 
Cemetery in Preston, with Rev. 
John Clark, Jr. officiating. Beck 
Funeral Home, Inc. is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Mr. Coleman, of Dekalb, MS, 
passed away on Monday, Febru-
ary 8, 2021 at his home. 

He is survived by five chil-
dren, Nathan Coleman, Marcus 
Coleman, Kathryn Hill and 
Laura Coleman all of Dekalb, 
MS, and Lazell Coleman of 
Meridian, MS, 12 grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren.   

Pallbearers are Jeremiah 
Coleman, Jr., Jonathan Coleman, 
Shawnzell Coleman, Cordale 
McCallebb, Robert McCallebb 
and Kenneth Rush.

MR. JOHN MARSHALL 
GRAVESIDE SERVICES 

FEBRUARY 3 
COOKS CHAPEL CEME-

TERY 
  

MS. ROBIN GREGORY 
GRAVESIDE SERVICES 

FEB 4 
VERNON ASSEMBLY OF 

GOD CEMETERY 
  

MRS. MARY CLYTEE 
MANNING 

SERVICES FEBRUARY 8 
MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 
INTERMENT MARS HILL 

CEMETERY 
  

REV. BOBBY JACK HEN-
LEY 

SERVICES FEBRUARY 9 
MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 
INTERMENT BETHSAIDA 

CEMETERY

McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 

601-656-1212 
www.mcclainhays.com

MR. RAPHAEL JAMES 
BILLY SR. 

10 AM THURS., FEB. 4, 
2021 

GRAVESIDE 
PEARL RIVER  

COMMUNITY CEM. 
 

MR. ELZIE FRANK 
STEVENS 

12 PM THURS., FEB. 4, 
2021 

GRAVESIDE 
NEW ZION BAPTIST 

CEMETERY 
 

 MR. JAMES WESLEY 
NICHOLS SR. 

11 AM FRI., FEB.  5, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

SPRING CREEK  
CEMETERY      

 
MR. GENE HOWARD 

11 AM SAT., FEB. 6, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

INDIAN SPRINGS  
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CEM. 

 
MR. CLIFTON WILLIS 

2 PM SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 
7, 2021 

GRAVESIDE 
CONEHATTA  

COMMUNITY CEMETERY 
 

MR. TIMOTHY RICHARD 
JOHN 

2 PM MON., FEB. 8, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

ISAAC CEMETERY 
 

MS. SHIRLEY ANN 
THOMPSON BENN 

2 PM TUES., FEB. 9, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

HOLY ROSARY  
CEMETERY 

 
MRS. ANNIE L. DUETT 
10 AM WED., FEB. 10, 

2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
OAK RIDGE CEMETERY 

 
MR. NOLAND GIBSON 

10 AM SAT., FEB. 13, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

BOGUE CHITTO  
COMMUNITY CEM. 

 
MS. VIRGINIA ANN 

WILLIS 
2 PM SAT., FEB. 13, 2021 

GRAVESIDE 
PHILLIPS CEMETERY

812 Pecan Avenue • P.O. Box 34 
Philadelphia • 601-656-1515 

www.johnestephenschapel.com 
Our Family Serving Your Family

10460 Rd 561 
Philadelphia 
601-656-1191 

www.beckfuneralhomeinc.com

MR. EVERETT COX 
GRAVESIDE SERVICE 

1 P.M. SAT., FEB 6, 2021 
MT. ARY M.B. CHURCH 

CEMETERY 
 

MR. THOMAS LARRY 
STRIBLING 

1 P.M. SUN., FEB. 7, 2021 
BECK FUNERAL HOME 

CHAPEL 
INTERMENT 

NEW PROSPECT M.B. 
CHURCH CEMETERY 

 
MR. T.C. MCWILLIAMS 
GRAVESIDE SERVICE 
11 A.M. WED., FEB 10, 

2021 
DONALD REST  

CEMETERY 
 

MR. NATHANIEL COLE-
MAN, SR. 

GRAVESIDE SERVICE 
11 A.M. FRI., FEB 12, 

2021 
CHAMBERLIN  

CEMETERY, PRESTON 
 

MRS. FELICIA ANNETTE  
HENDERSON 

-ARRANGEMENTS 
INCOMPLETE-

OBITUARIES

Pastor David Storment

Joe Willie 
Stewart
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Acts 3:11-16

This Devotional and Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to, 
attend worship services. If your church is not listed this week, please look in next week’s edition. 

GETTING THE MESSAGE/Rev. Chris Shelton

In this passage the apostle Peter delivers 
his second sermon. The setting is inside the 
temple complex at Solomon’s portico, a 
beautiful structure with a high ceiling and 
plenty of room for a crowd to assemble. The 
porch was like an open air chapel. The occa-
sion was an astonished crowd assembled in 
wonder at the miracle of a crippled man who 
had been healed instantly and completely. 

The healed man is clinging to Peter and 
John, and the people are staring mystified at 
them. Peter is ready to give an answer to the 
crowd for what has happened and what is 
taking place.  Peter tells them the miracle has 
not taking place because of his or John’s 
power or piety (Verse 12). Rather it has 
come through faith in Jesus, whom God has 
glorified.  

The miracle points to a new work God is 
doing. Christ Jesus has come into the world 
to make all things new. It is a new day, the 
year of the Lord’s favor. The Bible speaks of 
Christ having two days. The first is when he 
came to accomplish salvation by his death 
and resurrection; along with the period of 
time when the Holy Spirit will apply his 
work, spreading the gospel throughout the 
world. 

The second day is when he will come 
back from heaven to gather all his people 
and judge the world. The time we live in 
now is not yet that day. The world is full of 
tribulation and sorrow, but in Christ, God 
holds out the promise of reconciliation and 
life with God forever. And at Jesus’s second 
day, he will make this promise permanent 
and perfect with no more corruption or 
death. 

All that Christ does is according to the 
promise of God. Peter says in verse 13, “The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glori-
fied his servant Jesus.” The crowd would 
know God identified himself with the 
phrase, I am the God of…etc.… to Moses, 
to show he was going to keep his promise 
and deliver Israel from Egypt. And God did 
what he promised. 

The word “servant” was often used in the 
prophets, especially Isaiah, of the coming 
Messiah who would bring salvation to the 
Jews and to the world. By using this word, 
Peter is saying that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
promised Christ, and God has glorified him. 

His audience would have understood this. 
Before Peter tells the crowd what they 

must do for salvation, he reveals to them 
how sinful sin is, so they understand how 
great and necessary salvation is. He points 
them back to the death of Jesus. They cannot 
blame it on Pilate, who wanted to release 
Jesus. They preferred a murderer to Jesus, 
who Peter says is the Holy and Righteous 
One; the Author of Life (verse 14) 

Peter is not only telling them they are 
without excuse. He is telling them (and us) 
how corrupt human nature is due to sin. Men 
would rid themselves of God if they could. 
Men love the darkness, and hate to leave 
their present condition and submit to the 
Lord of all. There are none righteous before 
God. 

Man not only needs salvation, he needs 
God to come and convince him of his need, 
or he will remain insensitive to the misery he 
is in. This is what God is doing through 
Peter. Man has deserted God, belongs entire-
ly to himself, and lives entirely for his sinful 
nature. Putting to death the Son of God 
demonstrates this. The Jews did what all 
men in sin would have done. 

The wonder of salvation is that men are 
entirely guilty before God because of sin, 
and eternally incapable of making any pay-
ment with regard to their debt. Consequent-
ly, we are fully and eternally subject to God’s 
curse, wrath, and condemnation. The Lord 
Jesus, however, intervened as our Mediator 
by taking upon himself all our sin and guilt, 
as well as the curse and punishment from our 
sins. To accomplish this, he died on the 
cross, fully satisfying the claims of the law 
on our behalf. 

In making full payment with his blood, 
Christ purchased believers to become his 
property, a blessed state to come into, in 
which he frees us from the power of sin and 
the devil in this world, and promises us a cer-
tain hope and future with him forever, where 
righteousness abides. 

Peter says,” the faith that is through Jesus 
has given this man perfect health (verse 16).” 
And this faith, in Christ, is what heals our 
souls. This is a good story to remember. 
Every believer needs to know something of 
what the lame man found out. Our condition 
is not beyond Christ’s reach.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 

SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
SION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 

GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 
SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 
16 E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 

come:  The old has gone, the 
new is here!.” 

— 1 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)



Neshoba County Jail Dock-
et from 2/1-2/8 

• Lawilliam Clemmons, 18, 
of 424 Hospital Rd; hold for 
investigations 

• Chastity Lynette Delap, 
46, of 10590 Rd 460; posses-
sion of marijuana-vehicle, driv-
ing under the influence other 
substance 

• Patrick Tip Ellis, 27, of 
1390 George Rd, Forest; fail-
ure to appear, possession of 
paraphernalia 

• Cary Hickman, 63, of 122 
Ball Park Cove; failure to 
appear, driving under the influ-
ence-1st offense 

• Randall James Jenkins, 
36, of 10660 Rd 2826; disor-
derly conduct, resisting arrest, 
petit larceny-less than 
$1000.00 

• Danan King, 37, of 1590 
Mills Rd, Conehatta; failure to 
appear 

• Darrell King, 32, of 230 
Robinhood Cir; hold for other 
agency 

• Frankie Eugene Pruitt, 40, 
of 100 Sistrunk Ave Lot 4; con-
tempt of court 

• Marquez Rush, 29, of 
11311 Rd 747; no charges list-
ed 

• William Shannon Sciple, 
45, of 3775 Stratton Rd, 
Union; possession of con-
trolled substance, possession 

of marijuana-vehicle, posses-
sion of paraphernalia 

• Sean Simmermaker, 50, 
of 10210 Rd 210; hold for 
other agency 

• William Snow, 35, of 
11917 Rd 717, Union; posses-
sion of paraphernalia, felony 
pursuit, grand larceny-more 
than $1000.00 

• Darrell Steele, 54, of 
11070 Rd 632; bad check-
felony (3rd or sub off or $100 
or more) 

• William Andrew Stewart, 
41, of 10420 Rd 387; distur-
bance of family 

• Monterria Savion Amos, 
25, of 207 New Ireland St, 
Newton; driving under the 
influence-1st offense, speed-
ing-1 to 20 miles over limit 

• Rusty Burnham, 41, of 
10961 Rd 616; domestic vio-
lence simple assault-1st 

• Jackie Dunn, 39, of 10351 
Rd 573; theft of utilities 

• Dewarte Jamal Elston, 
33, of 1185 Morrisville Rd, 
Anniston, AL; driving under the 
influence other substance, 
possession of marijuana-1st 
offense 

• Janiya Laque Evans, 25, 
of 338 Little Rock Decatur Rd 
7; possession of marijuana-1st 
offense, felony pursuit, driving 
under the influence-1st 
offense, speeding-more than 

20 miles over limit 
• Coleman Randoloh Har-

rington, 38, of 10720 Rd 505, 
Union; driving under the influ-
ence other substance 

• Dana Nicole Jones, 28, of 
10041 Rd 371; driving under 
the influence-1st offense 

• Steven Ray Moore, 37, of 
40 Northwood Dr, Louisville; 
hold for investigations 

• Troy Wilson Jr, 50, of 
5761 Turkey Creek Rd, 
Decatur; driving under the 
influence-2nd offense

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Philadelphia woman died 

in a boating accident while fish-
ing on the Ross Barnett Reser-
voir last week, the authorities 
said. 

Reservoir Police Chief Trev-
ell Dixon said the accident 
occurred at approximately 9 
a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2 on the 
water just north of Mississippi 
43 in Rankin County. 

He confirmed that Robin 
Gregory, 63, of Philadelphia 
was fatally injured in the acci-
dent. Another occupant of the 
boat, the driver, was unharmed. 

Dixon said the accident hap-
pened when the driver of the 
boat hit a channel marker trying 
to avoid another craft in the 
water. 

Dixon said the case remains 
under investigation and that 
investigators are still waiting on 
an autopsy to determine the 
cause of death. 

She was a native and long-
time resident of Philadelphia 
and a resident of Nanih Waiya 
for several years. She worked as 
a nurse at Winston Medical 
Center and attended West 
Philadelphia Baptist Church. 

Graveside services were held 
Thursday at the Vernon Assem-
bly of God Cemetery in Nanih 
Waiya with the Rev. Scott Boat-
ner officiating. 

"She was one of the sweetest 
people I could have ever had the 
pleasure of meeting, and I will 
forever cherish the memories 
we made with her!" Brooke 
Baker Morgan wrote on Grego-
ry's Facebook page. 

Lee Ann Burt Fulton said on 
the Democrat’s page, “My boys 
were partly raised by her and 
she loved them so very much. I 
can’t imagine this world without 
her. Such a blessing to so many 
of us. We must keep her three 
children and two grandchildren 
in our prayers as they face the 
difficult days ahead.” 

Gina Myers Moorehead said 
on the Democrat’s page as well, 
“I was fortunate to teach each of 
Robin’s boys in first grade. She 
was a devoted and doting moth-
er to Johnnie and Jessie. I could 
always count on Robin. I was 
blessed that she considered me 
to be her friend and I always 
enjoyed running into her and 
catching up. She surely loved 
her family. Robin will be missed 
by so many.”

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

MERCHANDISE KEEPS
ROLLING IN!

SEVERAL SHIPMENTS NOW ON DISPLAY
METAL BELT BUCKLES $5.95, $6.95 & $7.95

ASSORTED PRINTS CAP $2.49 TO $5.95
OLE MISS & MS STATE SIGNS $7.95 & $11.95

3X5 U.S.A. & REBEL FLAGS $4.95
FOOTPRINT BANNERS 28” & 40” $9.95

SEVERAL HUNDRED HOME DECORS-SIGNS-WIND 
CHIMES-PLAQUES & MORE

GIRLIE GIRL PRINTED T-SHIRTS $16.95 TO $20.95 SM TO 3X

DUE IN: ANOTHER SHIPMENT OF SILK FLOWERS

OVER 70 PRINTS GARDEN FLAGS $6.95
OVER 20 PRINTS MAIL BOX COVERS $9.95

DOOR HANGERS-COIL DOORMATS-FACE MASKS-WIND TWISTERS-WIND 
SOCKS-WOOD FLAG POLES & BRACKETS METAL GARDEN FLAG POLES

DUE IN: CAST IRON COOKWARE
DUE IN: MORE HOME DECOR ITEMS

DUE IN: 3 SHIPMENTS OF GENERAL MERCHANDISE

JUST IN: TABLE COVERS-TABLE CLOTHS-BACK DROPS- BALLOON WEIGHTS-FISH BOWLS-
TULIP CANDLE HOLDERS-GLIDER CRYSTAL CAKE STANDS-FOIL GARLAND-TIARAS 

CROWNS-GLUE STICKS-BURLAP RIBBON & TABLE RUNNERS-MILK BOTTLES-
COW BELLS-CEMETARY VASES-TULLE-CAKE TOPPERS

Season-2-Season, Inc.

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

Philadelphia woman dies in 
boating accident on ReservoirLeroy Clemons seeks 

re-election as  
Alderman-at-Large 

 
I am pleased and honored to 

announce my candidacy for re-
election as Alderman at Large 
for the City of Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, and to ask for your 
help. I am kicking off my re-
election campaign by reaching 
out to you, my family, friends, 
and fellow Philadelphians, to 
ask for your support and vote.   

A great city is measured by 
the quality of the lives of the 
people who live in it.  I believe 
that a city is only as strong as its 
weakest neighborhood.  What-
ever the vantage point, whether 
its Westside, Popular Avenue, 
Cooks Quarter, Woodland Hills 
or Valley View, the view should 
be one of a city with safe, clean, 
thriving, energetic neighbor-
hoods. I have been very deliber-
ate in seeking to be one of the 
most public, public officials in 
this city.  I shop locally, I coach 
baseball at Northside Park, I 
attend school and community 
events. I have had the opportu-
nity to speak with many of you 
concerning issues in the city.  I 
want you all to know that I have 
heard you, and I will continue to 
listen, and I am committed to 
continuing to work to make this 
city a place that we can all be 
proud to call home. 

As your Alderman at Large 
for the past four years, I have 
worked to ensure no new tax 
increases and four years of bal-
anced budgets by balancing fis-
cal responsibility with sound 
judgment.  During my tenure on 
the Board, the city has produced 
four years of record sales tax 
revenues.  

My highest priority has 
always been the safety of our 
people. Working with the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen, 
we were able to provide our 
police officers, fire fighters and 
city employees with the train-
ing, equipment and pay to sup-
port them in becoming profi-
cient in the latest technologies 
and methodologies to keep our 
city safe, clean, vibrant and 
thriving.  I authored and passed 
a city-wide fireworks ordinance 
to limit the types of fireworks 
and the times that fireworks 
could be utilized in the city lim-
its. Working in collaboration 
with the Mayor, Board of Alder-
men, Community Development 
Partnership, Board of Supervi-
sors and East Central Commu-
nity College, we were able to 
bring one of only six Diesel 
Mechanic Programs to 
Philadelphia along with a truck 
driving school, new restaurants, 
businesses and infrastructure 
improvements.  

Philadelphia is my home.  
This is where I was born, reared 
and educated. I graduated from 
Philadelphia High School.  I got 
married to my beautiful wife, 
Stephanie Beamon Clemons in 
Philadelphia.  Both of our 
daughters, Jessica Clemons 

Griffin and Erica Clemons 
Moore graduated from 
Philadelphia High School and 
are residents of Philadelphia.  
Both of my Son-n-Laws, 
Jonathan Moore and Johnathan 
Griffin are firefighters for the 
City of Philadelphia. My wife 
and daughter, Jessica, are public 
school teachers.  We all attend 
Jerusalem Temple Church with 
my four grandchildren. 
Philadelphia is where I chose to 
live my life and continue my 
family's tradition of communi-
ty-based public service. I know 
what this city is, I know what it 
has been, and I have a vision for 
what it will become if we con-
tinue to work together. I envi-
sion a city that is a safe appeal-
ing place to live, work and raise 
a family.  A city that builds upon 
its assets. A city that fulfills its 
obligation to educate its youth, 
so that they are prepared for the 
future.  A city that fosters 
growth and opportunity 
throughout all Wards.  A city 
that is a role model for other 
cities in East Central Mississip-
pi, not by chasing impossible 
dreams, but by dealing realisti-
cally with the challenges it 
faces. 

If you can see the future in 
the way that I do, and if you 
also believe in a better Philadel-
phia for all, please join me in 
continuing to work to make the 
city of Philadelphia a safe, 
thriving, economically viable, 
sustainable city for all our fam-
ilies. I humbly ask for your vote 
and support, June 8, in re-elect-
ing Leroy Clemons, Alderman 
at Large for the city of Philadel-
phia. 

Thank you and God bless 
you.  God bless this great city.

PAID POLITICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leroy Clemons
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Meet the Candidates 

The Neshoba Democrat is 
authorized to announce 

the names of the 
following candidates: 

 
Mayor 

Cassie Henson Hickman  
Randy Gill 

 
Alderman-at-Large 

Leroy Clemons 
 

Ward 3 Alderman 

Wright Griffis 
 

Ward 4 Alderman 

Rudolph Tatum 

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A fire at a rental house on 

Byrd Avenue last week remains 
under investigation.  

No one was injured in a 
structure fire that engulfed the 
house on Byrd Avenue near Rea 

Street Tuesday, Feb. 2, Deputy 
Philadelphia Fire Chief Deric 
Horne said. 

Horne said no one was home 
at the time of the fire. He said 
they expect the house to be 
declared a total loss. 

No cause or starting point 
has been determined as investi-

gators continue their assess-
ment. 

Horne said they received the 
call reporting the fire around 7 
p.m. on the evening of Feb. 2 
and were on scene for over an 
hour.

Rental house fire under investigation



Four more Neshoba County 
residents have died due to 
COVID-19 bringing the coun-
ty’s death toll to 165, according 
to Tuesday’s Mississippi State 
Department of Health COVID-
19 report. 

Neshoba County added 59 
new confirmed COVID-19 
cases for a total of 3,639 since 

the pandemic began last March, 
according to Tuesday’s MSDH 
report. 

Four hundred and seven 
more Neshoba Countians were 
vaccinated for COVID-19 last 
week for a total of 2,233 vacci-
nations administered to people 
in the county, MSDH reports. 

The state of Mississippi is 

currently giving COVID19 
immunizations for the follow-
ing: 

• All healthcare workers and 
EMT/paramedics 

• Persons age 65 or older or 
those with pre-existing condi-
tions. 

Vaccinations are currently 
being administered in Neshoba 

County at the Coliseum, 12000 
Mississippi 15 North, Philadel-
phia. 

Sign up online at covidvac-
cine.umc.edu or call 1-877-978-
6453. The website is the best 
option, officials have said. 

Selected Walmart pharma-
cies and local clinics and hospi-
tals are now offering a limited 

number of COVID-19 vaccina-
tions. Go to 
https://msdh.ms.gov/c19appoint
ment#local to check availability.  

Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians Tribal mem-
bers reported 16 new COVID-
19 cases in the past week for a 
total of 1,770 positive cases, up 
from 1,754 in last week’s report. 

The Tribe has reported 105 
deaths from the virus, with three 
current hospitalizations. Some 

Tribal deaths may also be 
included in the Neshoba death 
total, but officials make no dis-
tinction. 

No new information was 
available on Neshoba County 
Schools as of Tuesday morning. 

Much of Mississippi, includ-
ing Neshoba County, remains 
under a mask mandate and 
social distancing orders by Gov. 
Tate Reeves through March 3.
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Sheriff’s deputies have a 

Meridian man in custody fol-
lowing an early-morning arrest 
Tuesday in the House commu-
nity that netted drugs and a 
firearm. 

Ronnie Lynn Edwards, 41, 
of 566 C Pippen Road, Merid-
ian was arrested and charged 
with driving under a suspend-
ed license, possession of mari-
juana, possession of a con-
trolled substance believed to 
be methamphetamine and pos-
session of a firearm by a con-
victed felon. 

Neshoba County Sheriff 
Eric Clark said Edwards was 
taken to the Neshoba County 
Detention Center where he is 
awaiting bond. 

Clark said that on Tuesday, 
Feb. 9, just after midnight 
Neshoba County deputies 
made a traffic stop, a black 
Nissan driven by Edwards.  

Deputies were conducting a 
safety checkpoint at House at 
the intersection of Mississippi 
19 and County Road 298 at the 
time, according to Clark.  

The traffic stop netted more 
than 10 grams of meth, less 
than 30 grams of marijuana 
and a .9mm Ruger handgun.

Meridian man busted 
with drugs, firearm

600 Hwy. 35 S., Carthage  
 1-800-819-8666 or 601-267-7331
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Offer good to 2/28/21. 
Must meet requirements for Conquest. 

New 
V8 

LARGE SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED!

GMC 
 Sierra 

Elevation 
   $44,300.00 

Consumer Rebate -$5,950.00 
Conquest Offer       -$250.00* 
    $38,300.00*

 
Plus 

Tax & Title

St. # 7764 

2015 BMW 528 
 St. # 17-490

2018 Camry XSE 
 St. # 17-550

2018 Sierra SLT 
 St. # 17-575

2016 Acadia SLE 
 St. # 17-577

2018 Explorer 
Limited 
 St. # 17-585

2018 Grand 
Cherokee 

 St. # 17-598

2013 Silverado 
4x4 

 St. # 17-615

2016 Rogue 
SL 

 St. # 17-625

2017 Pathfinder 
SL 

 St. #17-633

2017 Accord 
Sport 

 St. # 17-603

2015 Sonata 
Limited 
 St. # 17-612

2018 Malibu 
LT 

 St. # 17-613

Over 2,200 Neshoba countians vaccinated

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Eight candidates are being 

considered to become 
Philadelphia’s next police 
chief. 

The Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen decided during last 
Tuesday’s meeting to inter-
view all eight candidates 
beginning at 4 p.m. Feb. 15 at 
City Hall and plan to announce 
the next chief at their regular 
board meeting the next day. 

The new chief will replace 
Julian Greer who retired at the 
end of December. Lt. Eric 
Lyons is serving at interim 
chief and is a candidate for the 
full-time position. 

In other matters, aldermen 

voted to: 
• Approve the hiring of 

Waggoner Engineers for the 
Booker T. Washington gym 
renovation project; 

• Approve travel for mayor, 
aldermen and city clerk to 
attend the Mid-winter Missis-
sippi Municipal League meet-
ing; 

• Approve the payment of 
$2,013 to Waggoner for the 
pavement rehabilitation proj-
ect at the airport; 

• Continue a hearing for 
Hardy Tire concerning its 
unclean lot; 

• Declare a trailer belonging 
to the Cemetery Department 
surplus. Aldermen also dis-
cussed the need for maintain-
ing the grave markers.

8 candidates for new PD chief
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Realtor®
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Realtor®
601.416.7968
deric@gohillphilly.com
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REDUCED

By DEBBIE BURT MYERS 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Thirty-nine Neshoba Cen-

tral High School students 
earned OSHA 10 certification 
in recent weeks, putting them 
“a step ahead” when they 
enter the workforce, adminis-
trators said. 

The certification program 
provides students with basic 
and more advanced training 
about common safety and 
health hazards on the job. Stu-
dents received OSHA 10 
course completion cards at the 
end of the training. 

The certification will be a 
major plus, administrators 
said, to help students secure 
future jobs in a number of 
industrial fields. 

Dr. Lundy Brantley, super-
intendent of education, said 
OSHA 10 certification “is part 
of our vision to graduate kids 
with more than a diploma 
because credentialing is very 

important to career success for 
these kids. 

“When these students go to 
an employer who requires 
OSHA 10, that employer is 
saving time and money 
because they don’t have to be 
trained.” 

The group included 25 
engineering students and nine 
agriculture/FFA students. 
Engineering and agriculture 
along with digital media are 
three career technical pro-
grams offered at the high 
school. 

Engineering teacher Sedera 
Anderson initiated the OSHA 
classes, which students took 
last semester while the school 
was on a hybrid schedule. 

“Any kind of industry has 
to follow OSHA guidelines,” 
she said. “We did the general 
industry so it kind of covered 
all of them.” 

The students, many of 
which aspire careers in such 
fields as engineering, architec-

ture, computer science and 
music production, underwent 
at least 10 hours of online 
training on 14 different levels. 

“They had to complete 
each levels and score 70 or 
above to move to the next,” 
Anderson said. “They had to 
pass the final exam which 
covered all levels with a 70 or 
above score.” 

The levels included such 
things as fire hazards, ladder 
safety, hazardous materials, 
ergonomics, among others. 

“It even talked about 
harassment in the work place,” 
Anderson said. “It basically 
covers any work hazards that 
may affect an industry.”  

Engineering student Logan 
Flowers was eager to gain the 
certification. When asked his 
reasoning, he quickly replied: 
“Well, I’m not going to lie to 
you. It can increase my pay-
check!” 

Flowers hopes to pursue a 
career in computer engineer-

ing or computer science after 
college. 

He said attaining the 
OSHA certification could 
have been difficult at times but 
“it was all about how much 
you applied yourself.” 

He particularly enjoyed the 
class on the different types of 
hard hats. 

Most of the other classes 
were things you were taught 
as a kid but not the hard hats, 
he said. 

Flowers also liked the class 
on workplace violence, which 
addressed how to report 
harassment as well as how you 
would defuse an unexpected 
situation. 

Agriculture instructor 
Derek Huffman said the certi-
fication is already paying off 
for some of his students who 
have part time jobs. 

“From a vocational setting 
these days, having OSHA cer-
tification gives these students 
an advantage,” he said. “Some 

businesses in our community 
have already offered some of 
our students a pay increase. 

“If they go into a vocation-
al workforce setting after 
school or college, they have to 
meet OSHA guidelines and 
the certification gives them 
that advantage.” 

High School Assistant 
Principal Dana McLain noted 
that these students would have 
an advantage over other uncer-
tified job seekers with the 
same qualifications. 

McLain said the OSHA 10 
certification program was 
“just another example of how 
our district is really investing 
in our students. We really want 
them to excel once they grad-
uate from us.” 

The Neshoba County 
School District paid for the 
students to go through the pro-
gram. 

“The district showed that 
we care enough to invest in 
our students’ success,” she 

said. “Typically, the individual 
or the employer has to pay for 
this training. When our stu-
dents present their cards 
which show their OSHA 10 
certification, that gives them 
an advantage.” 

High School Principal 
Jason Gentry said the certifi-
cation gives the students “a leg 
up on the competition. We 
have always said when two 
people are neck-in-neck for a 
job, if one of them has this cer-
tification, it gives him or her 
an advantage in moving for-
ward. That’s real important to 
us.” 

Anderson agreed. 
“It taught them that they 

will have a voice in any indus-
try they work in by being 
knowledgeable on OSHA. 
They will be involved because 
they see the hazard each day,” 
she said.

Neshoba Central students earn OSHA certification

Engineering seniors earning certification include Damien Clark, Zavibien Welch, Ethan 
Bounds, Mary Kate Moran, Logan Flowers and Caleb Belk. Not pictured are Devin McCoy 
and Fiona Hurtt.

Engineering 
students 

Logan Flow-
ers and Aaron 

Le recently 
earned OSHA 

certification.

Agriculture students earning OSHA certification include Hunter Beason, Eli Richardson, Natal-
ie Verry, Abigail Fortune, Maleah Barrett, Wyatt Bryan and Joe Frank Byrd.

Engineering juniors receiving the certification are, seated, from left, Tyler Smith, Zoie Herring, 
Justin Hendrix, Briauna Eubanks and Hunter Bavetta. Second row, Noah Clark, Noah Savell, 
Matthew Pecoraro, Tony Riddle Jr. and Grayson Fulton. In back are Cameron Hamilton, Brae-
don Raffield, Tony Grant, Bryceton Spencer and Kaden McDonald. Not pictured is Omarion 
Stribling. 



Happy Valentine’s Day

Kayden Bethea 
Son of Hailey Partridge 

Grandparents: Mike and Stephanie  
Partridge

Allie McKee 
Parents: Caleb & Marlee McKee 

Grandparents: Todd & Patti McKee 
and Jeana Williams 

and Myron & Jennifer Williams 

Smith McKee 
Parents: Caleb & Marlee McKee 

Grandparents: Todd & Patti McKee 
and Jeana Williams 

and Myron & Jennifer Williams 

Lucy McKee 
Parents: Joel & Tamara McKee 

Grandparents: Todd & Patti McKee 
and Carl & Martha McPhail

John Thomas McKee 
Parents: Joel & Tamara McKee 

Grandparents: Todd & Patti McKee 
and Carl & Martha McPhai

Mayzie Faye Sipes 
Daughter of Brian & Danielle Sipes 

Maternal Grands- Danny & Teresa Price  
Paternal Grands- Johnny & Debbie Grant 

Maternal Greats-Jerry & Nadine Estes

Elex Jase White 
Grandparents 

Buddy & Cathy White

Jeb Grier 
Great Grandparents 

Buddy & Cathy White

Elsie Clair Thrash 
Parents Nicki and Robert Thrash  
Grandparents Linda and Randy  

Sullivan, Great Grandparents Charles 
and Elsie Sullivan 

Elisha Barrios 
Grandparents: Richard and April Files, Brian 

and Karen Barrios, Great-Grandmother: Glenda 
Warren

Josiah Barrios 
Grandparents: Richard and April Files, 
Brian and Karen Barrios, Great-Grand-

mother: Glenda Warren

Jet Talbert  
Grandparents; Teresa Holland Talbert, 
Eddie and Sherrie Talbert, and John 

and Lisa Fiegenschue

Karson Bazor 
Son of Zach and Brooklyn Bazor 

Grandparents Jason and Victoria Gentry  
and Chris and Anetral Stamper

Journeigh Isaac 
Parents: Gerren and Ashton Isaac 
Grandparents: Sharron & Ricky 

Thompson Sr., Nicky Charlie, and 
Richardson Isaac

Emerson Reese Estes 
Parents: Jimmy and Dana Estes, Grandparents: 
Alvis and Vivian Apperson, Carol Burkes and 
Jim Estes, Great Grandparents: Wendell and 

Evelyn Burkes

Dawson James Estes  
Parents: Jimmy and Dana Estes, Grand-

parents: Alvis and Vivian Apperson, 
Carol Burkes and Jim Estes, Great 
Grandparents: Wendell and Evelyn 

Burkes

Ellis Edwin Estes 
Kasey Boler 

Grandparents: Barry and Janet Boler

John Tucker Estes  
Carol Burkes, Jim Estes, Danny Matthews, 

the late Peggy Matthews, Wendell And 
Evelyn Burkes, and the late T.C. and 

Katherine Dunn

Sahyimmi Isaac 
Parents: Gerren and Ashton Isaac Grandparents: 
Sharron & Ricky Thompson Sr., Nicky Charlie, 

and Richardson Isaac

MaKenzie Paige Graham 
Grandparents are Kelly Horne, Scotty 

Graham 
Deborah & Johnny Cumberland  

Great grandparents are Bessie Ford and 
Owannie & Carl McLemore and  

Loretta Burks

Roma Grace Stewart 
Steve and Margaret Peebles 
Granville and Laura Stewart 

Beverly Smith
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Members of the Union High School girls basketball team are, front row left to right: Syd-
ney Coward, Kataya Bishop, Keirra Russell, Kamyia Russell, Camenesha Holiday, Aam-
agine Taylor. Back row. from left: Georgia Cooper, Maddie Cook, Taniqua Hunter, Trinity 
Lambert, Ramaiyah McDonald, manager, Keshona Smoot, Madison Buckley, Morgan 
Shaw and Anna Shaw.

Members of the Union High School boys basketball team are: Kenyon Clay, Keon 
Hutchins, E.J. Campbell, Jamarcus Jones, Dylan Harrison, Troy Campbell, Cameron 
Pascal, Robert Craft and Bryce Young.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Both Union High School 

basketball teams are holding 
their own as they battle 
through their tough Region 
6-2A schedule. 

 The Union boys split a 
pair of games last week. In 
their win over Philadelphia, 
the Yellowjackets scored 19 
points in the second quarter 
to take a 24-18 halftime 

lead. Union then outscored 
Philadelphia 23-8 in the 
third quarter to put the game 
away. Bryce Young scored 
13 points to lead the Yellow-
jackets while Kenyon Clay 
and Jamarcus Jones both put 
in 12 points. 

Union then dropped a 53-
46 loss to Newton High 
School in the final regular 
season game. Clay and 
Jones both scored 10 points 
for Union. 

The Yellowjacket teams 
are in competition with 
Philadelphia, Lake, Newton 
and Scott Central. The sea-
son standings set the sched-
ule for the Region tourna-
ment which will be held the 
second week of February at 
Scott Central. The top three 
teams automatically qualify 
for the state tournament, The 
fourth and fifth place teams 
will have to go through a 
play-in game. 

Coach Matt Wilbanks’ 
Lady Yellowjacket team has 
been ranked among the top 
five Class 2A girls team in 
the state. 

“We have been in a 
slump since the Christmas 
holidays,” Wilbanks said. 
“We are playing good 
defense but we haven’t been 
able to score. We played a 
lot better last Friday night so 
hopefully we are coming out 
of it.” 

Kamyia Russell starts at 
point guard while Keirra 
Russell is the No. 2 guard. 
Keshona Smoot plays the 
No. 3 guard while Madison 
Buckley starts at forward 
and Trinity Lambert is at 
center. Players also seeing 
action are Taniqua Hunter 
and Georgia Cooper. 

The Union boys are hold-
ing their own in their divi-
sion and are battling for sec-
ond place behind Newton 

High School. 
“We are the type of team 

that plays good defense and 
finds a way to win,” Coach 
John Darnell said.  “We 
don’t have a lot of depth 
right now but everyone is 
playing hard.” 

E.J. Campbell plays point 
guard. Bryce Young is the 
second guard while the for-
wards are Jamarcus Jones 
and Kenyon Clay. Dylan 
Harrison starts at center.

Union battles through tough region slate
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By SARAH KATHRYN 
WATKINS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
velyn Mcbeath 

grew up with a 
passion for cook-
ing. Her mother, 
Clara Mae Seales 

Mcbeath, and late sister Annie 
Mae Mcbeath, taught her the 
ins and out of a kitchen.  

Mcbeath grew up in 
Philadelphia and graduated 
from Neshoba Central. Her 
mother and father, Paul 
Mcbeath, had her and six 
other daughters. Mcbeath was 
the youngest of the children. 
After high school, Mcbeath 
began working. She worked 
as a cook at Neshoba General 
for 14 years, taking the day 
shifts and at night worked for 
the county jail for 24 years.  

Mcbeath has two daughters 
and one son. She also is a 
grandmother of 10 and a great 
grandmother to one. As a fam-
ily, the Mcbeaths like to go on 
trips to different states. The 
family also gets together on 
Sundays at Mcbeath’s house, 
where they eat and enjoy each 
other’s company. Mcbeath is 
passionate about spending 
time with her family and see-
ing them whenever she can.  

In December, Mcbeath 
retired. Since retiring, she has 
been enjoying her downtime 
and going down to Hatties-
burg to visit her granddaugh-
ter and great-granddaughter. 
She is soon planning a trip to 
Las Vegas to see her nephew.  

Mcbeath likes spending her 
time in the kitchen. She 
enjoys cooking casseroles, 
pies, and cakes. She bakes 
and cooks for other people 
when they need it. If anyone 
ever needs her to cook some-
thing, she will. Mcbeath was 
able to bond with her fourth 
sister, Annie Mae Mcbeath, 
who was one of Mcbeath’s 
biggest cooking influences in 
her life. One of Mcbeath and 
her sister's favorite thing to 
cook was a ground beef casse-
role. Mcbeath made this 
recipe this week and added 
potatoes.  

Mcbeath’s favorite part 
about cooking is hoping it 
comes out right and watching 
the enjoyment of people eat-
ing her food. Her least 
favorite cooking is the con-
cern of burning something. 
All of her recipes besides the 
one she makes her family 
passes down to her. She also 
gets recipes from other 
sources from time to time. 

 
MILLION DOLLAR 

CHICKEN CASSEROLE 
 
Plain Chicken 
Yield: 6 people 
Prep Time 10 mins Cook 

Time 30 mins Total Time 40 
Ingredients: 
4½ cups chopped cooked 

chicken 
4- oz cream cheese, soft-

ened 
1 cup cottage cheese 
½ cup sour cream 
1 (10.75-oz) can cream of 

chicken soup 
¼ tsp garlic powder 
¼ tsp dried onion powder 
1 sleeve Ritz crackers, 

crushed 
5 Tbsp butter, melted 
 
Instructions: 
Preheat oven to 350ºF. 

Lightly spray a 9-inch bak-
ing dish with cooking spray 

and set aside. 
Combine chicken, cream 

cheese, cottage cheese, sour 
cream, garlic powder, onion 
powder, and cream of chick-
en soup. Spread into pre-
pared pan. 

Combine crushed crack-
ers and butter, sprinkle over 
chicken mixture. 

Bake uncovered 30 to 40 
minutes. 

 
EVELYN’S BEST  
POTATO SALAD 

 
prep time: 20 MINUTES 

cook time: 20 MINUTES 
total time: 40 MINUTES 

How To Make The Best 
Potato Salad Recipe. My sis-
ter Annie Mae ( Chicken) 
passed potato salad recipe is 
hands-down the best potato 
salad I, or anyone else who's 
tried it, has ever eaten! 

servings: 16 
Ingredients 
5 pounds Yukon Gold 

potatoes or Klondike 
Goldust potatoes 

2 cups mayonnaise (your 
favorite brand) 

1 cup refrigerated sweet 
pickle relish 

2 tablespoons yellow 
mustard, or 1 part yellow + 
1 part dijon 

1 tablespoon apple cider 
vinegar 

1 tablespoon celery seeds 
1/2 teaspoon paprika 
4-5 hard boiled eggs, 

peeled and chopped 
3 celery stalks, diced 
1/2 cup sweet onion, 

diced 
1 tablespoon fresh 

chopped dill 
 Salt and pepper 
 
Instructions 
Cut the potatoes into 

quarters and place them in 
a large stockpot. Fill the pot 
with cold water until it is 1 
inch over the top of the 
potatoes. Set the pot over 
high heat and bring to a 
boil. Once boiling, add 1 
tablespoon salt and cook the 
potatoes for 13-15 minutes, 
until fork tender. 

Meanwhile, in a medium 
bowl mix the mayonnaise, 
sweet pickle relish including 
juices, mustard, apple cider 
vinegar, celery seeds, papri-
ka, 1 teaspoon salt, and pep-
per to taste. Stir until 
smooth. Then chop the eggs, 
celery, onions, and dill. 

Once the potatoes are 
very tender, drain off all the 
water. Remove the loose 
peels and chop the potatoes 
into 1/2-inch chunks. It's 
okay if they are soft and 
crumbly. Place the potatoes 
in a large bowl. Gently mix 
in the dressing until it coats 

the potatoes well. Then stir 
in the eggs, celery, onions, 
and dill. Taste, then salt and 
pepper as needed. Garnish 
with fresh dill and paprika. 

Cover the potato salad 
and refrigerate for at least 4 
hours. If you have time to 
make it ahead, it tastes even 
better on day two! Keep 
refrigerated 

 
EVELYN’S MILLION 

DOLLAR POUND CAKE 
Ingredients 
1 pound butter, softened 
3 cups sugar 
6 large eggs 
4 cups all-purpose flour 
3/4 cup milk 
1 teaspoon almond 

extract 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 
 Directions 
 Step 1 

Beat butter at medium 
speed with an electric mixer 
until creamy. (The butter 
will become a lighter yellow 
color; this is an important 
step, as the job of the mixer 
is to incorporate air into the 
butter so the cake will rise. 
It will take 1 to 7 minutes, 
depending on the power of 
your mixer.) Gradually add 
sugar, beating at medium 
speed until light and fluffy. 
(Again, the times will vary, 
and butter will turn to a 
fluffy white.) Add eggs, 1 at 
a time, beating just until yel-
low yolk disappears. 

 
 Step 2 
Add flour to creamed 

mixture alternately with 
milk, beginning and ending 
with flour. Beat at low speed 
just until blended after each 
addition. (The batter should 

be smooth and bits of flour 
should be well incorporated; 
to rid batter of lumps, stir 
gently with a rubber spatu-
la.) Stir in extracts. 

 
 Step 3 
Pour into a greased and 

floured 10-inch tube pan. 
(Use vegetable shortening or 
butter to grease the pan, 
getting every nook and 
cranny covered. Sprinkle a 
light coating of flour over 
the greased surface.) 

 
 Step 4 
Bake at 300° for 1 hour 

and 40 minutes or until a 
long wooden pick inserted in 
center comes out clean. Cool 
in pan on a wire rack 10 to 
15 minutes. Remove from 
pan, and cool completely on 
a wire 

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Philadelphia High School 

Tornado football player, Jatari-
an Hudson, signed with East 
Central Community College 
on National Signing Day, Feb-
ruary 3. He will be a member 
of the Warrior team. Jatarian 
has been a valuable member of 
the Tornado team. His very 
proud parents are Michael and 
Jevonius Hudson. 

Joining Jatarian from 
Neshoba Central High School 
is Keaston Pearson who was 
an outstanding Rocket football 
player. He also signed with 
East Central Community Col-
lege. His excited parents are 
Marvin and Pamela Pearson. 
Congratulations to these two 
young men. 

~ 
A senior, Will Adams, from 

Copiah Academy with 
Philadelphia ties has signed to 
play tennis at Millsaps College 
in Jackson. 

Not only did Will receive a 
tennis scholarship, but he also 
received the Presidential and 
Merit Scholars Program 
Scholarships, an honor given 
to very few students. Will has 
also been the recipient of 

numerous awards and honors 
during his high school career. 
He is a member of the Class of 
2021 

His proud parents are Shan-
non and Lee Dansby Adams of 
Hazelhurst. Local grandpar-
ents are Laura Bryan and Bill 
and Joyce Dansby. He also has 
an Uncle Steve Dansby and 
Aunt Deena Dansby, and sev-
eral cousins in Philadelphia 
who are very proud of him, 
too. Congratulations! 

~ 
Congratulations to Lan 

Pickle and Pam Franklin who 
were married in Las Vegas, 
Nevada on January 30, 2020.  
The couple had a simple cere-
mony in the chapel at the Bel-
lagio. Lan is the son of the late 
Sarah McKay of Philadelphia 
and the nephew of the late 
Rachel Evens. His son, Alan 
Thomas Pickle, is a student at 
the University of Mississippi. 
Best wishes for much happi-
ness. 

~ 
One of Philadelphia's most 

charming ladies celebrated her 
85th birthday on January 29.  
Dawn Mars was honored by 
her close family members on 
the occasion. She has been a 
very vital part of Philadelphia 

for many years and raised a 
family who also carries on her 
legacy. Happy Birthday! 

~ 
2020 was another great year 

of Junior High Rodeo for 
Annie Kate White and her 
horse, Swirl. Riding Swirl, 
Annie Kate entered the Missis-
sippi Junior Division Reined 
Cow Horse and Cutting com-
petitions.. 

Annie Kate won the 
Reserved Champion Junior 
Reined Cow Horse Award and 
she and Swirl were in the sop 5 
Junior Cutting Horse competi-
tion.   

Winning these awards is no 
easy task. It takes many hours 
of work and practice on horse-
back to perfect the essential 
skills to win. Annie Kate's 
proud parents are William and 
Leigh Ann Hatcher White.  
Congratulations to Annie Kate 
and Swirl! 

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

E

Evelyn Mcbeath

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Mcbeath enjoys cooking for others



You are invited to become a “2020 Dream Builder” for our youth by 
supporting the future of our boys & girls through club programs such as: 

  
Power Hour (Tutoring)

Mentoring Program
Healthy Habits/Choosing the Best
Passport to Manhood/Smart Girls

Money Matters/Field Trips/Activities
After-School Program (City & County Schools): 

150+ children attend each day
All-Day Summer Enrichment Program

200+ children attend each day

Your donation is so appreciated and should be made payable to: 

“Boys & Girls Club of Neshoba County” 
P.O. Box 313

Philadelphia, MS 39350 

For more info on how you can invest in our children, call 
601-656-4343. 

For program info/enroll a child, call Jermaine Harris, County Unit 
Director, 601-880-6322.

OF NESHOBA COUNTY
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4H S.A.F.E.T.Y.  
SHOOTING 

Neshoba County 4H has a 
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 
S.A.F.E.T.Y. Shooting Sports 
Club for youth ages 8- 18. 
The goal of this club is to 
teach the youth of our com-
munity about firearms safety 
and conservation via regular 
practices and a little friendly 
competition. While accom-
plishing this main goal, our 
kids also learn a great deal 
responsibility and have fun 
doing it. The disciplines 
offered are Archery, Shot-
gun, .22 rifle, .22 pistol, air 
rifle, and air pistol. Parents 

with children interested in 
joining need to call the 
Neshoba Extension Office at 
601-656-4011 and/or email 
us at ca783@msstate.edu. 
When you get in touch with 
us, you will learn what is 
necessary to enroll in 4H as 
well as all the details associ-
ated with joining this partic-
ular club.  

 
4H WOODWORKING 

CLUB 
Neshoba County 4H is 

restarting its Woodworking 
Club for youth ages 10-14 
who would like to learn the 
basics of woodworking. 

Local volunteers are donat-
ing tools, time, and wisdom 
to safely teach our youth the 
joy and fulfillment of the 
craft. Participants will learn 
shop safety along with a 
wealth of other skills and 
woodworking techniques. 
The cost to join is only $25. 
Parents of children interested 
in joining need to call the 
Neshoba County Extension 
Office to enroll. The class is 
limited to 8 participants, so it 
will be first come first serve. 
For questions or to enroll 
please contact Austin 
Ainsworth, Neshoba County 
Extension Agent, at 601-565-
4011.

Of Local Interest

FISH DAY!
IT’S TIME TO STOCK YOUR POND

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Carthage 11:15-12:00 at Leake County Co-Op

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Meridian 9:00-9:45 at Lauderdale Co. Farm Supply

Philadelphia 10:30-11:15 at Neshoba Co. Co-Op

Louisville 12:00-12:45 at Ward Farm Service

Macon 1:30-2:15 at Noxubee Farm Supply

To place an order call: 1-800-643-8439

Visit us online at: www.fishwagon.com

Neshoba Central’s Jarquez Hunter signed with the Auburn University to further his career 
in football as a War Eagle. Jarquez will be a 2021 graduate of Neshoba Central and he has 
been a four-year starter for the Rocket football team. He is the son of Kenshay Hunter and 
Kenyatta Ragsdale. Pictured are, front row from left, Kenshay Hunter, Jarquez Hunter and 
Kenyatta Ragsdale; second row from left, coaches Jacob Johnson, Kip Turner, Dareyl 
Carter, Brian Anderson, Shannon Ruffin, Head Coach Patrick Schoolar, Curtis Blackburn 
and David Huffman.

Hunter signs with Auburn

Philadelphia High School’s Jatarian Hudson has signed to play football with East Mississip-
pi Community College. Looking on as Hudson, center, signed were, from left, Angel Hudson 
(sister), Jevonious Hudson (mother), Michael Hudson (father), Robert-Henry Hudson and 
D'kota Hudson (sister).

Hudson signs with East Mississippi

Neshoba Central’s Keaston Pearson signed with East Central Community College to fur-
ther his career in football as a EC Warrior. He will be a 2021 graduate and has been a mem-
ber of the Rocket football team for 4 years. He is the son of Marvin & Pamela Pearson. Pic-
tured are, front row from left, Marvin Pearson, Keaston Pearson & Pamela Pearson; second 
row from left, coaches: David Huffman, Curtis Blackburn, Dareyl Carter, Head Coach 
Patrick Schoolar, Brian Anderson, Shannon Ruffin, Kip Fulton and Jacob Johnson.

Pearson signs with East Central



Always good rates 
Interior, Exterior carpentry. 
Electrical, Plumbing. Pres-
sure washing, Painting. 
Call, text: Tommy 601-663-
6990.-- 
 

Home for Sale 
3BR 1BA brick located in 
Carthage/Madden commu-
nity. New roof, new carpet 
in 2BRs. Call 601-497-
9102-- 
 

Buying Land 
Want to buy land in Dixon, 
Neshoba, Good Hope, or 
Linwood area, timber or 

pasture. 601-504-4089 or 
601-575-6112-- 
 

Help Wanted 
Drivers WantedSpaceway 
Transport LLC. Needs 
Over The Road Drivers to 
run South East, North 
East, and Mid West. Pay 
54 cents Per Mile Solo and 
60 cents Per Mile Team, 
Loaded or Empty. Home 
weekly, Health Insurance 
offered, Vacation with pay, 
Sick pay and other Bene-

fits. Also Wanted Owner 
Operators. Call Richard for 
details at 601-504-5791 
cell or 601-774-9213 
office-- 
 

Land for Rent 
Want to rent 50 or more 
acres pasture land for cat-

tle in Neshoba Community. 
601-656-5524-- 
 

Miscellaneous  
Kemper Academy is solicit-
ing bids for lawn care serv-
ices through February 
19th. Please call 601-743-
2232.-- 
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LEGALS
IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NEW-
TON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI LINDSEY 
GARRARD PETITIONER VS. CAUSE 
NO. 2016-N0217 KENNETH MEASELL 
RESPONDENT RULE 81(d) SUM-
MONS BY PUBLICATIONTHE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI TO: Kenneth Measell, 
whose current physical whereabouts 
are unknown after diligent search 
and inquiry You have been made a 

by Lindsey Garrard for contempt and 

custody. You are summoned to appear 
and defend against the complaint or 
petition at 9:00 a.m. on the 5 th day of 
March, 2021, in the courtroom of the 
Jasper County Chancery Courthouse 
in Bay Springs, Mississippi, and in 
case of your failure to appear and 
defend a judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or other 
things demanded in the complaint or 

answer or other pleading, but you may 
do so if you desire. Issued under my 
hand and the seal of this Court, this 
the 28 th day of January, 2021. George 
T. Hayes, Chancery ClerkNewton 
County, Mississippi BY: /s/Chrissie 

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER'S NOTICE 
OF SALE WHEREAS, on January 8, 
2008, Depot Marketplace, LLC 
executed a Land Deed of Trust to 

of The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia, 

of the Chancery Clerk of Neshoba 
County, Mississippi ("DOT 1"); 
andWHEREAS, on October 21, 2011, 
Depot Marketplace, LLC executed a 
Land Deed of Trust to Robert Thomas, 

Bank of Philadelphia, which Deed of 

aforesaid Chancery Clerk ("DOT 2"); 

Depot Marketplace, LLC executed a 

Citizens Bank of Philadelphia, which 

hereinafter referred to as the "Deeds of 
Trust"); andWHEREAS, The Citizens 

September 6, 2018, in the Chancery 
Court of Neshoba County, Mississippi 
("the Chancery Court"), Civil Action 
No. 2018-211, requesting, among 
other things, foreclosure of the real 
property described in the Deeds of 
Trust; andWHEREAS, on or about June 

the Complaint, The Citizens Bank of 
Philadelphia recorded a Lis Pendens 

Clerk of Neshoba County, Mississippi, 

andWHEREAS, the Chancery Court 
entered its Default Judgment Against 
Depot Marketplace, LLC; et al in Civil 

Action No. 2018-211 on December 17, 
2020 (the "Default Judgment"), 

Commissioner and directing and 

Commissioner, to proceed with 
foreclosure of the real property 
described in the Deeds of Trust, and 

articles of personal property attached 

andWHEREAS, the Chancery Court 
entered its Agreed Judgment Under 

2018-211 on December 17, 2020 (the 
"Agreed Judgment"); andWHEREAS, 
default having been made in the 
performance of the terms and 
conditions of the Deeds of Trust, and 
the entire indebtedness secured 
thereby being due and payable 
pursuant to the terms of the Deeds of 
Trust, and the Chancery Court having 
directed and authorized the under-
signed Special Commissioner so to 
do, I will, on the 26th day of February, 

and sell during legal hours, being 
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 

County Courthouse of Neshoba 
County in Philadelphia, Mississippi, for 
cash to the highest and best bidder, 
the following described land and 
property located at 257 West Beacon 
Street, Philadelphia, Mississippi (the 
“Property”) lying and being situated in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as 
follows, to-wit:Tract I:A parcel of land 

West Philadelphia, Mississippi as 
recorded in Plat Book No. 1 on page 2 

Neshoba County and more particularly 
described as follows: Beginning at a 
point located at the intersection of the 

Philadelphia and the Western side of 
the Kansas City Southern Railroad 

05 minutes East along said Western 

thence continue along said right-of-

radius curve to the left for an arc 

in the center of a ditch, thence South 
along the center of said ditch for 

00 minutes East along the center of 

along the center of said ditch for 

right-of-way of Beacon Street; thence 
East along the North right-of-way of 

Point of Beginning. DESCRIPTION OF 
ACCESS EASEMENT:A strip of land 

West Philadelphia, Mississippi, as 
recorded in Plat Book No. 1 on page 2 

Neshoba County and more particularly 
described as follows: From a point 
located at the intersection of the 

Philadelphia and the Western side of 
the Kansas City Southern Railroad 

minutes East along said West railroad 

continue along said right-of-way which 

feet (Chord bearing and distance is 

Beginning of the following described 
access easement. From said Point of 
Beginning run West for 20.00 feet; 

feet to a point on the Southern side of 
Gum Street; thence South 76 degrees 
and 20 minutes East along the 

feet to a point on the Western side of 
said railroad right-of-way; thence 

along said railroad right-of-way for 

Tract II:The West 75 feet of that 100 
feet wide strip of land lying Westerly of 
the Main Track centerline of the 
Kansas City Southern Railroad 
Company in the West Half of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 25, 
Township 11 North, Range 11 East of 
the Choctaw Meridian, Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, bounded on the 
South by the North line of Beacon 
Street in Philadelphia, Mississippi; and 
bounded on the North by the South 
line of Gum Street in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. This parcel is subject to a 
20 feet wide easement for Spur Track 

Gulf Railroad Company to the Gulf & 
Mississippi Railroad Corporation as 
referenced in deed dated June 27, 
1985.FURTHER, in conjunction with 
the aforesaid sale of the Property 
located at 257 West Beacon Street, 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, and at the 
same place and time as said sale, I will 

for cash to the highest and best 

other articles of personal property 

Property. No representation is made as 
to the existence or condition of such 

of personal property described above. 

other articles of personal property 
described above will be sold as is and 
where is. There is no warranty relating 
to title, possession, quiet enjoyment, 

this sale and disposition of the 
collateral. For clarity, the sale will not 
include equipment or personal 
property owned by tenants of the 
Property.Foreclosure will be made 
subject to any unpaid ad valorem 
taxes for 2020.Pursuant to the Default 
Judgment and the Agreed Judgment 
entered by the Chancery Court, the 
sale will be conducted as follows: (1) 

-

sioner, shall read the notice of sale. (2) 

Barber, Special Commissioner, unless 
The Citizens Bank of Philadelphia is 
the successful bidder in which case 
any bid amount shall be paid as a 
credit on the Default Judgment 
entered in Civil Action No. 2018-211 
on December 17, 2020, due to The 
Citizens Bank of Philadelphia as set 
forth in the Default Judgment. All 
funds payable shall be delivered on 
the day of the sale. (5) Any funds 
received at the sale shall be deposited 
in the trust account of Jones Walker 
LLP and shall be held in such account 
pending further order of the Chancery 

Barber, Special Commissioner, shall 

of the sale together with the proposed 
form of the deed and the proposed 
disbursement of the sale proceeds. 
The report shall request that the 
Chancery Court authorize execution, 
delivery and recording of the deed and 
disbursement of the sale proceeds as 
set forth in the Default Judgment. (7) In 
the event the Chancery Court 
approves the report, the Special 
Commissioner's Deed shall convey the 
Property described above to the 
successful bidder without warranty of 
title. (8) The foreclosure sale will 

all parties in and to the Property 
described above. WITNESS MY 
SIGNATURE, this the 29th day of 
January, 2021. /S/JEFFREY R. 
BARBER, SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 
JONES WALKER LLPAttorneys at 

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT MOTOR 
VEHICLE Triple P. Services Center929 

SALE: Triple P. Services CenterSALE 
DATE: 02/22/2021 at 8am at 929 Gum 

BY: Juanokia Thomas or Gibson Krei, 

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT MOTOR 
VEHICLE Triple P. Services Center929 

SALE: Triple P. Services CenterSALE 
DATE: 02/22/2021 at 8am at 929 Gum 

BY: Lasheen K Williamson or Curtis T 

ExEter Finance, PO Box 166008, 

TITLE OF ABANDONMENT MOTOR 

VEHICLE Triple P. Services Center929 

1HGCM56875A086177PLACE OF 
SALE: Triple P. Services CenterSALE 
DATE: 02/22/2021 at 8am at 929 Gum 

NESHOBA COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS EXPENSE SUMMARY 
FOR: 2/1/2021 001-000 GENERAL 

CHANCERY CLERK 625.00001-
105 TAX ASSESSOR/COLLECTOR 

152 DATA PROCESSING 6050.56001-

750.00001-160 CHANCERY COURT 

200 SHERIFF ADMINISTRATION 
21086.80001-220 CUSTODY OF PRIS-

260 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
2515.25001-262 CONSTABLES 

-

-

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPEMENT AUTH 
6666.66097-265 COUNTY WIDE 

VFD 621.00106-255 DIXON VFD 

-

COUNTY WIDE BRIDGE & CULVERT 

-

MAINTENANCE 67620.25691-000 

IS A SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES 
FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 1, 
2021 LISTING THE TOTAL DISBURSE-
MENTS BY EACH DEPARTMENT/
FUND PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MISSISSIPPI CODE ANN. § 

EXPENDITURES REPRESENTING 
THESE TOTALS IS RECORDED IN 
THE DOCKET OF CLAIMS AND IS 
OPEN FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN 
THE CHANCERY CLERKS OFFICE OR 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OFFICE 
DURING REGULAR BUSINESS 
HOURS. /S/ GUY NOWELLCLERK 
OF THE BOARDNESHOBA COUNTY 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
NESHOBA COUNTY THE STATE OF 
MISSISSIPPI IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF MALCOLM ISAAC 
CHRISTOPHER TUBBY, PETITION-
ER CAUSE NO. 21-12 NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS Letters of Administration 
having been granted on the 5 day of 
February, 2021, by the Chancery Clerk 
of Neshoba County, Mississippi, to 
the undersigned Christopher Tubby, 
upon the estate of Malcolm Isaac, 
deceased, notice is hereby given to 
all persons having claims against said 
estate to present the same to the 
Clerk of this Court for probate and 
registration according to law within 
ninety (90) days from the date or they 
will be forever barred. THIS, the 5th 
day of February, 2021. Respectfully 
submitted,/S/Christopher TubbyChris-
topher Tubby, Administrator TERRY L. 
JORDANAttorney at Law, PLLCPost 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF LAURA LUCILLE PARKER, 
DECEASEDCIVIL ACTION NO: 
2020-161WANDA WOODRUFF, PETI-
TIONERSUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI TO: THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND ANY AND 
ALL OTHER PERSONS, whether 
resident/non resident of the state of 
Mississippi, claiming any right, title or 
interest as heirs of LAURA LUCILLE 
PARKER, deceased.You have been 
made a Respondent in the Motion to 

adjudicate the sole and only heirs-at-
law of Laura Lucille Parker, deceased, 

the Chancery Court of Neshoba Coun-
ty, Mississippi.You are summoned to 
appear and defend against the Motion 

in this action at 9:00 o'clock A.M. 
on the 25th day of March, 2021, in 
the courtroom of Winston County in 
Louisville, Mississippi, and in case 
of your failure to appear and defend 
a judgement will be entered against 
you for the money or other things 
demanded in the complaint or petition.

or other pleading but you may do so 
if you desire.Issued under my hand 
and seal of said Court, this 25th day 
of January, 2021./s/Guy NowellGuy 
Nowell, Chancery Court ClerkNeshoba 
County, MississippiSEALBY: /s/K. 
Greer, D.C.Steven D SettlemiresSet-

LEGALSLEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS601-656-4000 Monday 5 p.m. 
DEADLINE

Place your ad online 
neshobademocrat.com

Rates n 15 words or less $7.50 per week, each word over 50¢ per word n Display classified ads $13.30 per column inch n Place your ad online: neshobademocrat.com/classifieds

RESPONSIBILITES:
The Director is responsible for all areas of library management and administra-
tion, including personnel, collection development, budgeting, grant writing, E-rate 
applications, community relations and long range planning, subject to the policies, 
rules and approval of the 5-person Administrative Library Board of Trustees.

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:
Graduation from an accredited four year college/university and a Master’s of 
Library Science degree from an American Library Association accredited Library 
Science school or ability to complete such coursework within one calendar year 
and a minimum of three years of professional experience in the library field.

SALARY AND BENEFITS:
$45,000-$50,000 - Salary will be negotiable depending on experience and 
degree.  Benefits include annual and major medical leave, state health insurance, 
Mississippi Public Employees’ Retirement System and opportunity to participate 
in the state’s life insurance and deferred compensation programs.

APPLICATION PROCESS:
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resume, application, college 
transcripts, three (3) professional references and a one (1) page statement that 
describes his/her library philosophy to the Board of Trustees at the address listed 
below.   Applications can be downloaded at www. neshobalibrary.net.

CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION: February 10, 2021

LOCATION: Neshoba County Public Library, Philadelphia, MS

ENVIRONMENT:
The Board of Trustees is seeking an innovative individual with a strong vision of 
library excellence and community interaction, willingness to expand library 
holdings and genealogical services and to promote the vision and mission of the 
Neshoba County Library.

CONTACT:
Neshoba County Public Library 

230 Beacon Street. • Philadelphia, MS 39350
neshobalibrary@gmail.com • 601-656-4911

Neshoba County Library
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

NEEDED 

 
Someone to care for elderly, hand-
icapped white female Monday-Fri-
day from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
and do housekeeping for her and 
her husband. Also, someone for 
weekends and for one hour at 
nights to put her to bed.  
 
Call: 601-656-1685

NESHOBA CENTRAL 
ELEMENTARY 

Neshoba Central Elementary 
School has announced the 
names of students who had per-
fect attendance for the second 
nine weeks. 

Students include: 
Ayda Alexander, Cora 

Alexander, Kylie Alford, Khloe 
Anthony, Rylee Atkinson, 
William Babb, Anistyn Baker, 
Blaze Barlow, Mason Belk, 
Brian Bennamon, Sophie 
Bigham, Sadie Bonds, Carson 
Bounds, Bricyn Boyd, Jerimah 
Brown, Sh’Kaislyn Brown, 

Cecil Burney, Adaysia Burn-
side, Jacee Burnside, Jayden 
Burnside,  

Zidaysia Burnside, Canon 
Butler, Caillou Carey, Lillian 
Chrest, Roxie Clark, Delilah 
Cooney, Brody Copeland, Jen-
nifer Copeland, Nicholas Cot-
ton, Ayden Cumberland, Azie 
Cumberland, Britt Cumberland, 
Phoenix Cumberland, Ainsleigh 
Dennis, Rashad Deville, Dylan 
Donald, Ruthie Donald, Trinity 
Donald, Brylie Downey, Hallie 
Downey, Geovanny Duell, 
Dylan Duncan, Harper Dunn,  

Peyton Dunn, Gwendolyn 

Edwards, Braxton Ellingburg, 
Erica Ellis, Misty Ferguson, Jeb 
Flake, Madelyn Flake, Letty 
Floyd, Jackson Fortenberry, 
Lily Fortenberry, Peyton 
Fortenberry, Trinity Frazier, 
Jagger Gibbons, Amarii Gibson, 
Jaxon Griffin, Jaythan Griffin, 
Allen Hancock, Chloe Han-
cock, Emily Hathorn, Bryant 
Henry, Serenity Henson, Koop-
er Herrington, Easton Holmes,  

Grace-Dior Holmes, Lathan 
Hoskins, Stephon Houston, 
Reed Huffman, Victor Hunt, 
Khylie Hunter, James Jayroe, 
Ryleigh Jenkins, John Jolly, 

Konterius Jones, Bentley Keller, 
Braxton Kessinger, Kase Kilgo-
re, Charlie Killen, Linnie Kil-
patrick, Avery King, Elijah 
Kirk-Harris, Ezekiel Kirk-Har-
ris, Rico Laster, Jaceyon Lewis, 
Nicholas Lewis, Trent Lilly, 
Laklynn Long, Ryan Long,  

Lincoln Lovern, Shelly Lu, 
Summer Lu, Winter Lu, Adam 
Mars, Daniel Mars, Jaxon Mars, 
Aarav Marwaha, Hayden May, 
Callie McCombs, Mia 
McCown, Harrison McGowen, 
Princess Medford, Gunner 
Miles, Mahogany Moore, 
Eduard Morales, Kyson Nash, 

Trenton Nash, Kemper Nelson, 
Konner Nelson, Charlee 
Netherland, Kitty Norwood, 
Brentlee Nowell, Taylin Over-
ton, Jace Pankey,  

Rebel Phillips, Tyson Pin-
son, Kallie Pope, Kensington 
Pope, Jessica Puckett, Jaydyn 
Robertson, Ryleigh Robertson, 
Baylee Ruffin, Baylee Sanders, 
Madison Sanders, Hayden 
Savell, Emma Seale, Daniel 
Skipper, Allisun Smith, Baylor 
Smith, Corbin Smith, Lillian 
Smith, Zackary Smith, Macken-
zie Stovall, Silas Taylor,  

Haylen Thomas, Redainian 

Thomas, Ti’necee Thomas, 
Latimer Thompson, Tucker 
Tubby, Layla Turner, River Van-
Nortwick, Jaxson Vaughn, 
Gracelyn Verry, Gabriel Walker, 
Eli Warren, Elliot-Bri Warren, 
Harley White, Harper White, 
Lillian Williams, Emmie Willis, 
Jordan Willis, Camren Wilson, 
Mason Windham, Eli Winstead, 
Madalann Yarbrough, Malia 
Yarbrough, Aaron Yates, Ryker 
Zimmerman and Tushka Zim-
merman.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE LIST
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Members of the Choctaw Central girls basketball team are, front row left to right, Yuri 
Crosby, Kylie Williamson, Mattison Bell, Lyleonia Johnson, Shantashia John, Tyra Billy, 
(back) Meloney Thames, LaLiana Crosby, Sara Williams, Jocelyn Bell, Kyla Farmer, 
Carly Keats and Neera Bell.

Members of the Choctaw Central boys basketball team are, front row left to right, Man-
ager D'vante Isaac, Billie Isom, Brayson Samuel, Elias Bell, Abram Cotton, Johnny 
Vaughn Jr., Ivan Thomas, (back) Head Coach Brent Farmer, Hayden Jones, Speedy 
Lewis, Thomas Tangle, Alan John Jr., Traiton Martin, Assistant Coach Jimmy Tangle.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
 For the Choctaw Central 

Lady Warriors, the goal remains 
the same – win the state cham-
pionship in girls basketball. 

The Choctaw Central bas-
ketball teams closed out their 
regular season schedules with 
victories last week, and now 

look forward to the playoffs. 
The Choctaw Central boys 

picked up two wins as they 
knocked off Northeast Laud-
erdale 70-58 and Louisville 73-
60. 

The Choctaw Central girls 
earned three victories. They 
defeated West Lauderdale 81-
33 in a makeup game. The Lady 
Warriors then beat Northeast 

Lauderdale 79-66 and 
Louisville 65-42. 

The Warrior teams will play 
in the Region 4-4A tournament 
this week at Louisville. The 
Warriors open against 
Louisville on Tuesday. The 
Lady Warriors, now 19-3, will 
play Thursday night at 5 p.m. 
against the winner of Leake 
Central and Kosciusko. 

“We are still doing the same 
thing,” Coach Bill Smith said. 
“We are running a full-court 
press and getting the ball up the 
court. 

“The goal every year is to 
win the state championship and 
it is no different this year. We 
are looking forward to getting 
into the state playoffs and we’ll 
see how we do,” 

Carly Keats, Meloney 
Thames and Shantashia John 
play the guard positions. Kyla 
Farmer plays the post and 
Lyleonia Johnson is the center. 

Smith said the Lady War-
riors are staying clear of the 
COVID-19. 

“We have been clear during 
the last month, knock on 
wood,” Smith said. “We just 

hope it stays that way.” 
The Choctaw Central boys 

are going through a rebuilding 
year. So far, they stand at 6-12 
overall and 2-4 in the region. 

Brayson Samuel plays point 
guard for the Warriors. Speedy 
Lewis is the second guard while 
Elias Bell and Thomas Tangle 
are the forwards. Traiton Martin 
is the center.

Goal remains the same for Lady Warriors

NESHOBA MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES –
213 Hospital Road East
                
Internal Medicine: 
Dwight Keady, MD &
Shelley Darby, FNP-C 
601.656.6116

Family Medicine:
Heather Cannon, MD, 
Hailey Thompson, DO 
601.656.1001

Pediatric Medicine:
Julia Riley, MD, Laraib Tabba, MD 
& Ann Richardson, CNFP
601.656.9900

SURGERY CLINIC OF 
PHILADELPHIA –
1003 Holland Avenue

General Surgery:
Andrew Dabbs, MD 
601.663.1234

Family Medicine:
Jeff rey Todd Willis, MD 
601.656.0010

School Clinics:
Neshoba Central
Jennifer Phillips, CNFP
601.676.0525

Philadelphia:
Shannon Kirkland, CNFP
TBD

NESHOBA URGENT CARE/
FAMILY MEDICINE –
1120 East Main Street

Urgent Care:
Bobby Smith, MD & 
Jesse Stokes, CNFP 
601.656.1465

Family Medicine:
Grant Guild, MD & Shannon 
Kirkland, FNP-C 
601.650.1991

NESHOBA OUTPATIENT 
THERAPY -
205 Hospital Road E.
601.663.1482

Members of the Philadelphia High School girls basketball team are, front left to right, Nia-
sia Moore, Pashae Roberson, Jaiden Burnside, Zharia Leflore, Markasia Dupree, Hailey 
Donald, Ariel Burnside (back) Shaytrece Mingo, Kacey Nickey, Jaenasha Clemons, 
Emma Taylor, Jada Gray, Ambriah Parker, Zariyah Jackson, and Nisha McCarty.

Members of the Philadelphia High School boys basketball team are, front left to right, 
Jarderious Stephens, Jahendrick Evans, Trey Hunter, Trekivas Bingham, Austin Donald, 
Haven Coburn, Laydric Carter (back) Jaylen Jackson, Jarden Sanders, Devontae Scott, 
Jordan Davis, Andrew Carter, Zykileous Moore, Jatarian Hudson and Jaelon Carter.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
With the Region 6-2A tournament here, both 

Philadelphia Tornado teams are gearing up for 
the upcoming state playoffs. 

The region tournament is being held at Scott 
Central. The top three teams will have a place in 
the upcoming Class 2A state tournament. The 
fourth and fifth place teams will meet in a play-
in game. 

Both Philadelphia teams have new head 

coaches. Robert Byrd coached the girls last 
year. This year, he is coaching the boys. 
Danielle Spurlock is coaching the girls team. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact 
on Philadelphia basketball. 

“We didn’t start playing until December,” 
Coach Danielle Spurlock “That gave us a lot of 
practice time so we will take the good with the 
bad. It has been different, having to go through 
all of the safety guidelines, making sure our kids 
are safe. They are very adaptive.” 

Spurlock said the Lady Tornadoes are play-

ing a zone defense but will do some pressing as 
the season progresses. 

 Hailey Donald and Zhaire Leflore play the 
guard positions. The forwards of Markasia 
Dupree and Jaensha Clemons, and Emma Tay-
lor is at center. 

The Philadelphia boys have been competi-
tive in region play and have already split with 
the always tough Newton Tigers. 

The Philadelphia High School boys face the 
Union boys for the third time in as many weeks 
Thursday night when the two teams collide in 

the Region 6-2A basketball tournament being 
held at Scott Central. 

The matchup of area teams tips off at 8:30 
p.m. The Union boys have won the previous 
two games, 50-47 in the first meeting and 57-42 
last Tuesday. 

The winner of this week’s game advances to 
the championship game on Friday night, start-
ing at 8:30 p.m. They will play the winner of the 
matchup between top seeded Newton High 
School and the winner of a Tuesday play-in 
game between Scott Central and Lake.

Tornadoes getting ready for postseason play



Members of the Neshoba Central boys basketball team are, front row left to right, 
Brighton Jimmie, DJ Cole, Carmello Whitfield, William Dreyfuss, Dexter Spencer, Bryce 
Spencer, Isaiah Ruffin, David Nash (Back) RJ Hudson, Xaiden Willis, Jarquez Hunter, 
Zae Gooden and Bo Holly.

Members of the Neshoba Central girls basketball team are, front row left to right, 
Rodezah Smith, Hama’ya Fielder, Onnahili Williams, Sanaa Merrell, Heaven Dixon, Jale-
siya Jim, Shante Beaulieu (Back) Veronica Williams, Bailey Willis, Elleigh Willis, 
Mataeya Dixon, Shaylynn Hunter, Katelin Williams, Aaliyah Tahahwah, Mahli Mitch*, 
Denise Denson and Nalani Thompson.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
 Neshoba Central will be 

hosting the Region 3-5A basket-
ball tournament this week. 

Joining the Rockets in the 
region are Cleveland Central, 
Holmes County Central and 
Canton High School. Two 
games will be played each night 
as a COVID-19 precaution. The 
schedule is as follows: 

• Monday’s games: 6 p.m. – 
Holmes County vs. Cleveland 
girls; 7:30 p.m. – Holmes Cen-
tral vs. Neshoba Central boys; 

• Tuesday’s games: 6 p.m. – 

Canton vs. Neshoba Central 
girls; 7:30 p.m. – Cleveland 
Central vs. Canton boys. 

• Thursday’s games: 6 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. Girls and boys 
consolation games; 

• Friday’s games: 6 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Girls and boys cham-
pionship games. 

The Neshoba Central girls 
entered the tournament with a 
19-4 record after splitting a pair 
of games last week. The Lady 
Rockets defeated Noxubee 
County 80-53 and the dropped a 
69-53 decision to Madison Cen-
tral. 

Against Noxubee County, 

the Lady Rockets went up 25-
13 at the end of the first quarter. 
Neshoba Central outscored the 
Lady Tigers 12-10 in the second 
quarter and led 37-23 at the half. 
Neshoba Central scored 26 
points in the third quarter while 
holding the Lady Tigers to 14 
points and that settled the issue. 

Hama’ya Fielder scored 20 
points to lead the Lady Rockets 
past Noxubee County. Jeleisya 
Jim put in 11 points. 

Madison Central led 18-12 
after the first quarter. The game 
evened up for the next two quar-
ters with the Lady Jaguars hold-
ing a 43-38 lead going into the 

final quarter. The Madison Cen-
tral outpointed the Lady Rock-
ets 26-15 in the final quarter to 
take the win. 

Fielder led with 17 points 
and Jim scored 10. Shaylynn 
Hunter scored nine points. 

The Neshoba Central boys 
went 2-0 last week. The Rock-
ets defeated Noxubee County 
49-48 and Madison Central 60-
52. No other details were avail-
able. 

“It’s been a good year,” said 
Coach Jason Broom who is in 
his first season as head coach 
with the Lady Rockets. “We lost 
a couple of early games but 

since we have been playing 
some good basketball. Hopeful-
ly, this will carry over into the 
playoffs.” 

Shae Hunter is the point 
guard while Shante’ Beaulieu 
plays the second guard and 
Hana’ya Fielder plays the third 
guard. Jeleisya Jim plays for-
ward and Veronica Williams is 
the center. 

The Neshoba Central boys 
are looking to turn things 
around in the region tourna-
ment. This so far has been a 
rebuilding year under first year 
coach Russell Cruise. 

The Rockets will probably 

enter the region tournament as 
the third or fourth place team. 
But, in a four-team tournament, 
they will have to be ready for all 
of the teams anyway. 

“We are a young team in 
some areas,” Cruise said. “But 
we have some talent. We are 
trying to put things together.” 

Elijah Ruffin is the point 
guard while Zae Goodin plays 
the second guard and Bryceton 
Jimmie is the strong guard. 
Bryceton Spencer plays forward 
and David Nash is the center. 
Also expected to see playing 
time will be Brighton Jimmie 
and Jarquez Hunter.

Lady Rockets zero in on region championship
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Members of the Leake Academy basketball team are, front row left to right, John David 
Moore, Henry Dabbs, Seth Alford, Nic Sprayberry and Thomas Word Strength, (middle) 
Hagan Davis, Reed Young, Whitt Welch, Talon McCall, Aiden Watkins, and Parker 
Thomas, (back) Clay Kemp, Gunter Scott, Jackson Freeny, Andrew Le, Sam Evans, 
Garrett Dunn and Jarod Sims. 

Members of the Leake Academy girls basketball team are, front row left to right, Morgan 
Freeny, Natalie Vaughn, manager Parker Woods, Grace Maxie and McKinley Peoples, 
(middle) Ramzy Beth Johnston, McKinley Allen, Emmi Harkins, Mabry Mayfield, Laura 
Katherine Clair, Alli Grace Perry, Laney Turner and Parks Chandler, (back) manager 
Caitlin McDonald, Miriam Prince, Kaleigh Wooten, Maggie Stevens, Kayte Jones, Emeri 
Warren, Allen Kaye Wilcox and manager Tori Pigg. 

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Leake Academy girls 

advanced to the North State 
Class 4A tournament as they 
captured the district champi-
onship Saturday night. 

The Lady Rebels opened 
the tournament with a 58-21 
win over Starkville, In the 
finals, the Lady Rebels 
defeated Lamar School 579-
37. 

Leake Academy now 
improves to 28-2. They were 
to play Washington School 
Tuesday. The winner 
advances to the semifinals of 
Friday. The finals will be 
played Saturday. 

Emmi Harkins scored 18 

points to lead the Lady 
Rebels past Starkville. Leake 
Academy led 28-17 at the 
half, and held the Lady Vol-
unteers to only four points in 
the second half. Grace 
Maxey added 10 points while 
Laura Katherine Clair and 
Emeri Warren both scored 
eight. 

Harkins scored 20 points 
and Miriam Prince put in 16 
to lead the Lady Rebels over 
Lamar School in the finals. 
Leake Academy led 32-13 at 
the half and held on for the 
victory. 

 
Leake Academy boys 

The Leake Academy boys 
made it to the finals of the 
district tournament before 

falling to Heritage. 
The Rebels defeated Win-

ston 67-33 to open the tour-
nament, and then beat Her-
itage 60-42. In the finals, 
Starkville defeated Leake 
Academy 56-40. 

The Rebels entered the 
North State tournament 
Tuesday against host Pillow 
Academy. 

Against Winston, the 
Rebels went up 41-16 at the 
half. Hagen Davis and Clay 
Kemp both led with 15 point 
each. 

Kemp scored 22 points to 
lead the Rebels past Her-
itage. Leading 26-25 at the 
half, Leake Academy came 
on strong in the third quarter. 
The Rebels outscored the 

Patriots 15-5 in the third 
quarter to carry a 41-30 lead 
into the final quarter. The 
Rebels would outscore Her-
itage 19-12 in the final stanza 
to take the win. Whit Welch 
and Henry Dabbs both added 
13 each to take the win. 

In the finals, Starkville 
Academy took a 27-15 half-
time lead and held on for the 
victory. Kemp scored 20 
points and Garrett Dunn put 
in nine. 

“The thing about this 
team is that all of our starters 
are good shooters,” Coach 
Amanda Hatch said. “If 
someone is having an off 
night on offense, someone 
else will step up with a hot 
hand. And this group plays 

very good defense.” 
Hatch added that her team 

has been able to stay well. 
“Let’s hope we can do it 

for five or six more weeks,” 
Hatch said. “We have had a 
few cases of the COVID but 
it has been limited. We hope 
it stays that way.” 

Emmi Harkins is starting 
at point guard while Morgan 
Freeny and Miriam Prince 
playing at the other guards. 
Emeri Warren and Mabry 
Mayfield start at the for-
wards. 

This has been a rebuilding 
year for the Leake Academy 
boys but longtime coach Phil 
Shepard says the team in 
showing improvement. 

“Our scoring is improv-

ing,” Shepard said. “We lost 
a couple of games last week 
that we had a chance to win. 

“We just need to keep 
improving with the playoffs 
coming up. If we make it out 
of district and into the play-
offs, anything can happen. 

The Rebels stand at 7-12 
overall and 4-5 in the district 
standings. 

Clay Kemp starts at point 
guard with Hagen Davis at 
the two and Whitt Welch at 
the three, Garrett Dnnn starts 
at the four and Nic Sprayber-
ry is at the five. Rotating in 
through a game will be 
Thomas Strength, Henry 
Dabbs, Gunner Scott, Reed 
Young and Parker Thomas.

Leake Lady Rebels ready for playoffs

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic 

didn’t give the Choctaw Cen-
tral soccer teams very much 
time to prepare for the season 
and caused the cancellation 
of several games. 

Cambree York was the 
new girls coach and Lester 

Jackson was the boys coach. 
Each also served as each 
other’s assistant coach as 
well. 

Choctaw Central was able 
to play a mostly district 
schedule. The Lady Warriors 
finished with a 5-4 record 
while the Warriors went 2-7. 

“Both teams lost a lot of 
players to graduation and we 

were rebuilding this year,” 
Coach York said. “Both 
teams showed improvement 
during the season  and we 
should be stronger next sea-
son. 

“We lost several games to 
COVID. We were able to get 
the team together, practice 
for a week, and then we were 
playing games.” 

York noted that the Lady 
Warriors lost their season 
opener 3-0 to Newton Coun-
ty. In the final game, they lost 
to Newton County in over-
time. 

Catherine Jim was the 
goalie and was named most 
improved on the team. 
Raiyleigh Perry, Jaiden 
Thomas and Hunter Farve 

played the striker positions 
while the midfielders were 
Sierra Wallace, Madison 
Wilson and MVP Yazzlyn 
Alex. The defenders were 
Leilani Charlie, Charlita 
Gibson, Leia Phillips and 
Kylinn Bell. 

Aison Jim played goalie 
for the boys team. The strik-
ers were Kazden Henry, 

Aven Joe and Aison Jim. 
While the midfielders were 
Kashton Grisham, Ira Ander-
son Christian Davis. The 
defenders are Brannon Jim, 
Kearson Grisham, and Gabe 
Anderson.

Warrior soccer goes through rebuilding season

Members of the Choctaw Central boys soccer team are, front row left to right, Rocky 
Steve, Kazden Henry, Aven Joe, Andre'as Jim, Aison Jim, Arral Frazier, and Kashton 
Grisham (Back) Kyler Jefferson (Manager), Christian Davis, Jaeon Johnson, Alarys 
Johnson, Kearson Grisham, Brannon Jim, and Coach Jackson.Not pictured: Aiden Alex, 
Tristen Henry, Gabe Anderson, Assistant Coach Cam

Members of the Choctaw Central girls soccer team are, front row left to right, Almera 
Charlie (Manager), Sierra Wallace, Jaiden Thomas, Leilani Charlie, Charlita Gibson, 
Syke Bell, Madison Wilson, Leia Phillips, and Zaiya Bell (Back) Lexi Rodriguez, Tayla 
Willis, Lakylee Martin, Hunter Farve, Raiyleigh Perry, Catherine Jim, Kylinn Bell, Felicia 
Hickman, Emaliyah King, and Assistant Coach Jackson. Not pictured: Yazzlyn Alex, 
Trishelle John, Ashanti Bell, and Coach Cam
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Members of the Neshoba Central girls soccer team are, front row left to right: Alaynah 
Talbert, Briley Talbert, Sydney Nickey, Abbi Cumberland, Emily Duran, Zoie Herring, 
Riley Knight, Ella Jai Eliot, Rose Coats, Crystal Routh (Middle) Maggie Bradley, Raven 
Kirk, Mason Daniels, Chloe Kirkland, Kalee Lathem, Taydem Dunlap, Ella Adams, Lilli 
Cumberland, Jai Williams (Back) Coach Jared Lee, Anna Bryan, Picabo Hernandez, 
Anna Kay Martin, Chloe Thompson, Josie Skinner, Allie Horn, Chloe Pierce, Breanna 
Winstead, Coach Kaitlyn Duke

Members of the Philadelphia High School girls soccer team are, front row left to right: 
Giselle Spurlock, Charmaine Manzano, Paris Hantzis, Rayleigh Parkison (keeper), 
Brooke Leader, Ruthie Storment, and Abby Peoples (Back) D’Kota Hudson, Lakyia 
Houston, Maggie Taylor, Carleigh Edwards, Elesha Frazier, Courtney Bounds (coach), 
Emma Creel, Zahrea Griffin, Jakatelyn McClendon, Tachaslan Greer, and Sarah Reneé 
Richardson.

Members of the Neshoba Central boys 
soccer team are, front row left to right: 
Evan Hallford, Carter Withers, Lucas 
Maxwell-McArthur, Colin Crenshaw, Dylan 
Spears, Jonathan Hancock, Isaac Pilgrim, 
Christian Collins, Jordan Kabore, Logan 
Collins (Middle) Kaden McDonald, Omar 
Williams, Cadan Jones, Thomas Saun-
ders, Cobie Spencer, Cooper Evans, Addi-
son Dees, Ethan Apperson, Hayden Bur-
rage, Gunner Pitt, Parker Scott Moody 
(Back) Coach Jared Lee, Ayden Fortune, 
Christian Steve, Evan Boatner, Talbott 
Sistrunk, David Carter, Ethan Wright, Luke 
Wilborn, Ethan Dulay, Blake Sanders, 
Kody Tucker and Coach Kaitlyn Duke.

Members of the Philadelphia High School boys soccer team are, left to right: Brice Crockett, John Cross Beckham, Adrian Luke, Tristin Shannon, Cameron 
Goss, Connor Long, Lathan Johnson, Zachary Willis, Trey Posey, Kameron Tucker, and CJ Chaney.
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Members of the Union High School girls basketball team are, front row left to right: Syd-
ney Coward, Kataya Bishop, Keirra Russell, Kamyia Russell, Camenesha Holiday, Aam-
agine Taylor. Back row from left: Georgia Cooper, Maddie Cook, Taniqua Hunter, Trinity 
Lambert, Ramaiyah McDonald, manager, Keshona Smoot, Madison Buckley, Morgan 
Shaw and Anna Shaw.

Members of the Union High School boys basketball team are, front row left to right, Dori-
an Hunter, Troy Campbell, Bryce Young, Jada Russell, E.J. Campbell, Jamarcus Jones, 
Dylan Harrison, Robert Craft and Xavier Boler (Back), Keon Hutchins, Michael Gibson, 
Laz Williams, Cameron Pascal, Kenyon Clay, Cam Hickman, Jaylin Rogers, Matthew 
Lott and Dominique Harrison.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Both Union High School 

basketball teams are holding 
their own as they battle 
through their tough Region 
6-2A schedule. 

 The Union boys split a 
pair of games last week. In 
their win over Philadelphia, 
the Yellowjackets scored 19 
points in the second quarter 
to take a 24-18 halftime 

lead. Union then outscored 
Philadelphia 23-8 in the 
third quarter to put the game 
away. Bryce Young scored 
13 points to lead the Yellow-
jackets while Kenyon Clay 
and Jamarcus Jones both put 
in 12 points. 

Union then dropped a 53-
46 loss to Newton High 
School in the final regular 
season game. Clay and 
Jones both scored 10 points 
for Union. 

The Yellowjacket teams 
are in competition with 
Philadelphia, Lake, Newton 
and Scott Central. The sea-
son standings set the sched-
ule for the Region tourna-
ment which will be held the 
second week of February at 
Scott Central. The top three 
teams automatically qualify 
for the state tournament, The 
fourth and fifth place teams 
will have to go through a 
play-in game. 

Coach Matt Wilbanks’ 
Lady Yellowjacket team has 
been ranked among the top 
five Class 2A girls team in 
the state. 

“We have been in a 
slump since the Christmas 
holidays,” Wilbanks said. 
“We are playing good 
defense but we haven’t been 
able to score. We played a 
lot better last Friday night so 
hopefully we are coming out 
of it.” 

Kamyia Russell starts at 
point guard while Keirra 
Russell is the No. 2 guard. 
Keshona Smoot plays the 
No. 3 guard while Madison 
Buckley starts at forward 
and Trinity Lambert is at 
center. Players also seeing 
action are Taniqua Hunter 
and Georgia Cooper. 

The Union boys are hold-
ing their own in their divi-
sion and are battling for sec-
ond place behind Newton 

High School. 
“We are the type of team 

that plays good defense and 
finds a way to win,” Coach 
John Darnell said.  “We 
don’t have a lot of depth 
right now but everyone is 
playing hard.” 

E.J. Campbell plays point 
guard. Bryce Young is the 
second guard while the for-
wards are Jamarcus Jones 
and Kenyon Clay. Dylan 
Harrison starts at center.

Union battles through tough region slate

8B, The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., February 10, 2021   

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
1-Year Subscription — $36 

6-Month Subscription — $25

neshobademocrat.com/subscribe


	a01-nda-0210 (Page 01)
	a02-nda-0210 (Page 02)
	a03-nda-0210 (Page 03)
	a04-nda-0210 (Page 04)
	a05-nda-0210 (Page 05)
	a06-nda-0210 (Page 06)
	a07-nda-0210 (Page 07)
	a08-nda-0210 (Page 08)
	a09-nda-0210 (Page 09)
	a010-nda-0210 (Page 10)
	b0?-ndb-0210 (Page 08)
	b01-ndb-0210 (Page 01)
	b02-ndb-0210 (Page 02)
	b03-ndb-0210 (Page 03)
	b04-ndb-0210 (Page 04)
	b05-ndb-0210 (Page 05)
	b06-ndb-0210 (Page 06)
	b07-ndb-0210 (Page 07)
	b08-ndb-0210 (Page 08)

